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Intro
& Context

A ONCE-IN-A-
CENTURY PARK

Site Context

The site is bound by E 35th Avenue to the
south, Colorado Boulevard to the west, Smith
Road to the north, and Dahlia Street to the
east. The site is accessed by bus transit along
Colorado Boulevard, and light rail at 40th and
Colorado. The site is located in the Northeast
Park Hill neighborhood, which is historically
under-served and includes a blend of
residential and light industry.

Site

The existing site is shaped by a former

golf fairway layout, consisting of 18 linear
openings framed by a mix of native and
non-native trees. It is currently a passive
public park with limited access and limited

amenities. The site also includes a regional 25-

acre stormwater detention basin that is part of
the Platte to Park Hill Stormwater Project.

Experience

The landscape features gently rolling
topography, with the highest point located at
the northeast corner, where long views extend
toward downtown and the Rocky Mountains.

Ecology and Land Cover

The site is home to many large mature trees
of varying health. Predominant species are
Austrian Pine, Eastern Cottonwood, and
Honey Locust. The majority of the understory

are non-native and invasive species, including:

Smooth Brome, Crested Wheatgrass, and Tall
Tumbleweed. The site provides signi cant
bird habitat.
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3 Big ldeas

The 3 Big Ideas were created from community feedback received during Spring 2025. The nal preferred framework re ects the feedback received on these Big Ideas. These Big Ideas represent di erent ways to imagine
how the park might be organized. For each Big Idea, di erent layout and programming were emphasized (nature versus culture versus outdoor adventure), which allowed for more targeted feedback on community
preferences. The community input helped guide decision-making around di erent park uses, scale and types of amenities, and locations of major park amenities as the process moved towards a single framework.

BIG IDEA 1

Nature Runs Through

A park dedicated to being immersed in nature through
outdoor activities, observation, education, and nature-
based play. This big idea is characterized by a large
core of restored landscapes interwoven with a ribbon of

destination water play.

Performed consistentlly well across all
racial groups, especially communities of
color,and among lower income groups.
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BIG IDEA 2

A park that o ers a taste of the many adventure activities that
our state has to o er, from rock climbing to zip lines to bike
activities. This big idea is characterized by a series of adventure
loops which bring visitors through the diverse landscapes of
Colorado and a selection of exhilarating outdoor activities.

Saw particularly strong support
from higher-income respondents
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BIG IDEA 3
Cultural Core

A park that convenes and connects people through hosting
community events, concerts, markets while celebrating

local artists and history. This big idea is characterized by large

community gathering spaces located in the center of the site,

including an amphitheater and a community and event space.

Showed stronger performance
among communities of color relative
to their smaller sample sizes.

Artway
Connection

1S ®llyed

Performance Space

pAIg opelojoD

Artway
Connection

©

Field House

I 1 A
200° 500° N

Denver Parks & Recreation





























































	Structure Bookmarks
	Document


