
Colfax Historic Designation 
Chat 
•Ashley L. Bushey, ENV SP, E Colfax Ave BRT Team 

•Chris Geddes, Aurora Historic Preservation 

•Winter Roybal, State Historical Fund, History Colorado

•Sara Kappel,Tax Credit Program, History Colorado

•Katie Peterson, Colorado Preservation, Inc. 

•Joseph Saldibar, Colorado State Historic Preservation Office 



Historic 
Colfax 

• Key transportation route 
through Aurora & Denver 

• Properties from the 19th – 
21st centuries

• Represents a range of 
historic themes, including: 

• City Development 

• Commercial 
Development 

• Architecture 

• Social History 

• And More! 

More information on 
Colfax History? 

Check out the         
Destination Colfax film! 

E Colfax Ave BRT Project is offering to support professional 

services for historic designations on behalf of interested 

property/business owners in the Project corridor. 



Historic Designation – Benefits  

Access to Grants Access to Tax Credits Marketing/Branding

… And More! 



State Historical Fund (SHF)

SHF offers a range of grant opportunities. 
Selected highlights include: 

- Non-Competitive Historic Structure 
Assessment (HSA) (Up to $20,000) 

- Non-Competitive Planning Grant (Up to 
$20,000)

- Competitive Mini Grant (Up to $50,000)

- Competitive General Grant ($50,001 - 
$250,000) 

Contact: hc_shf@state.co.us



Historic Preservation Tax Credits

Colorado offers four programs that tie to historic preservation tax 
credits. 

• State Residential Credit

• State Commercial Credit 

• State Housing Historic Credit 

• Federal Commercial Credit

Contact: sara.kappel@state.co.us



Local Programs and Support
Aurora Local Landmark Program
Chris Geddes, Historic Preservation Specialist
cgeddes@auroragov.org

- Local Landmark status provides protection; it’s quicker than 
National or State Register

- Aurora does not charge for a Local Landmark application and 
provides plaque to owner free of charge

- Featured in our Historic Landmark Guidebook: shared at all of 
our outreach events and at the Aurora History Museum

- Access to preservation grants and tax credits for historic 
rehabilitation projects - staff can help guide owners

- Reusing historic properties revitalizes communities through 
unique businesses and creating a distinct local identity

- Preserving these buildings creates tourism opportunities 



Local Programs and Support



Local Programs and Support

Denver Landmark Preservation 

- Local Landmark historic 
designation program 

- Design review and permit 
assistance

- Information on tax credits and 
preservation incentives

- Staff support and preservation 
guidelines

- And more! 

Historic Denver, Inc.  

- Historic designation support 

- Grants and tax credit support for 
historic rehabilitation projects 

- Contractor referrals and 
specialized technical assistance 

- Educational resources for historic 
property owners. 

- And more! 



Example Projects 



Historic 
Designation 
– 
Project 
Opportunity 

Why is the East Colfax BRT 
project offering this 

opportunity?

• As part of mitigation for our 
construction impacts that may 
affect historic commercial and 
residential properties 

• The project is offering to 
complete historic designations 
for a selection of historic 
properties along the E Colfax 
BRT project corridor

• These designations are meant 
to support property owners with 
access to grant and tax credit 
opportunities only open to 
historically designated properties

Options include: 

• National Register of 
Historic Places

• State Register of Historic 
Places 

• Denver Landmark 

• Aurora Local Landmark

We are accepting 
interest forms through 
September 1, 2026. 

bit.ly/HD-InterestForm

https://form.jotform.com/261108191894158
https://form.jotform.com/261108191894158
https://form.jotform.com/261108191894158


Questions
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