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Overall: Recommendation Summaries

Summaries
developed for
introduction, and
beginning of
each chapter, for
easier viewing,
and in
neighborhoods

@ Water Management Practices

Develop and implement land use and water regulatory policies and
programs that support sustainable and resilient water management
practices.

@ Green Infrastructure in Development

Foster and support green infrastructure that incorporates both the
natural environment and engineered systems in public and private
developments to provide clean water and promote ecosystem
functionality.

@ Green Infrastructure in Neighborhood

Promote policies and development practices that use green
infrastructure improvements to restore, renew, and revitalize
ecological systems while managing and improving stormwater quality.
Prioritize sustainability and resiliency and focus on district and
neighborhood-scale implementation.

@ Green Streets and A.'.leys

Create a system of connected green streets and alleys to unite open
spaces, manage stormwater, beautify neighborhoods, and reduce
urban heat island effects. See page 143 for definition of urban heat
island effects.

Parks, Trails, and Open Space

@ Access to Parks, Open Spaces, and Facilities
Increase and improve accessibility to existing community parks, open
spaces, and recreational facilities for all users.

@ Facilities and Programming

Enhance existing facilities and programming at community parks,
open spaces, and recreational facilities. Improve overall facility
accessibility and incorporate universal design principles in projects,
including community-desired, culturally relevant design elements.

@ New Parks, Open Spaces, and Facilities

Create new and expand existing community parks, open spaces, and
recreational facilities throughout West to ensure all West Denver is
within a 10-minute walk of an amenity.

@ Access to Trails and Waterways

Improve access to regional trails, waterways, and the South Platte
River through enhanced signage, wayfinding, safety, security, waste
management and lighting improvements.

Complete Food Environment

@ Community Food Environment

Build an inclusive, healthier, and more complete West Area
community food environment.

@ Fresh Food Access

Increase fresh food access, availability, and affordability
throughout all West Denver communities.

@ Food Insecurity

Support initiatives that seek to minimize food insecurity by
assisting food retailers with routine maintenance and facility
improvements.

@ Food Providers

Develop regulatory tools and creative solutions that streamline city
processes and help providers close food access gaps and barriers
to fresh, healthy, and affordable products.

@ Local Food Production

Support the expansion of local food production, urban farming,
food processing and manufacturing.

@ Physical Connections to Fresh Food

Improve access to fresh and healthy food and nutrition through
improved physical connections and multimodal networks. Prioritize
access to nutritious food, goods, and services.

Community Safety and Well-Being

@ Community Safety and Security

Increase community safety and security through the maintenance
of energy efficient street lighting. Prioritize lighting around public
gathering spaces, parks and open spaces, trails, transit facilities,
commercial corridors and centers, and streets designated as
pedestrians and bicycle priority areas.

@ Encourage Regenerative Green Building
Practices

Encourage public and private agencies, urban design practitioners,
and private developers to incorporate regenerative green building
practices and innovation in the built environment. Promote
universal design principles with a focus on avoiding unintentional
cultural biases, and increase equity, diversity, and inclusion.

QUALITY OF LIFE

@ Universal Design Practices

Encourage public and private agencies, urban design practitioners,
and private developers to incorporate regenerative green building
practices and innovation in the built environment. Promote universal
design principles with a focus on avoiding unintentional cultural
biases, and increase equity, diversity, and inclusion.

Animal Protection

@ Animal Protection

Support ongoing funding for the Denver Animal Protection Community
Engagement Program and similar programs that provide access to
information and education, veterinary healthcare resources, and
services for pet owners at low to no cost.

Community Building

@ Youth Violence

Promote comprehensive solutions to youth violence. Encourage
community empowerment through access to education, employment,
job training resources, and other supportive services for all ages.

@ Community Pride

Support the strong sense of place, culture, and identity of West
Denver. Seek opportunities to promote communal pride by supporting
the elements that define the neighborhoods - including culturally
relevant businesses and organizations that benefit the community.

@ Local Culture

Recognize local culture, history, and identity in city supported
improvements, public art, and park and open space designs. Name
spaces in a manner that promotes West Denver’s sense of place
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Introduction: Grounding Ourselves in History

Understanding a neighborhoods’ history, particularly how past public
policy and infrastructure decisions have affected community, can
provide insight to the conditions that affect the day-to-day lives of
residents today. For West Area neighborhoods, Quality of Life today is
impacied not only by the area’s topography, but by the many historic
transportation investmentis, land use zoning and development patterns
and urban planning practices over the last century, many of which have
left a disproportionate impact on West Area residents.

Past policies and investment decisions continue to have a lasting
impact on the West Area today, and new issues present additional
challenges for area neighborhoods. The policies and strategies
outlined in the West Area Plan address these historic inequities,
improve community Quality of Life, Mobility, Land Use and Built Form
and Economy and Housing, and ensure that future policy decisions
and investments reflect the communities’ priorities and vision for the
future.

The following timeline highlights significant events that have
shaped the West Area over the last century or more and inform the
recommendations in the West Area Plan.

Topography
The land to the west of the South Platte River features a steeper !
topographical rise than land to the east in what today is Downtown

Denver. This difference in topography and the meandering nature of

the South Platte River influenced early settler decisions to establish the

City east of the South Platte River, leaving the majority of the west side
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Introduction: Section on Historic Injustice
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Introduction: Guiding Principles

EQUITY

INTEGRITY
R E C I P R O C I TY Equitable, Affordable and Inclusive

Strong and Authentic Neighborhoaods

A

-—

Connected, safe and Accesible Places

I_ I B E RTY Economically Diverse and Vibrant

Environmentaly Resilient
Healthy and Active




Quality of Life: Section on Water

Section: 2.1.3
Devoted to
the Role of
Water in the
West Area
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Mobility:

Mobility Matrix to
Summarize &
Streamline
Recommendations
for Major Streets
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2.2.1 INTRODUCTION (P. 110)

2.2.2 PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS, INTERSECTION
SAFETY, AND NEW CROSSINGS (P. 121)

2.2.3 HIGH COMFORT BIKEWAY (P. 126)
2.2 4 TRAILS (P. 132)

2.2.5 NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC CALMING (P- 136)

2.2.6 TRANSIT AND MOBILITY HUBS (P. 140)

2.2.7 TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT (P. 146)
2.2.8 BALANCED CORRIDORS (P. 148)

2.2.9 MOBILITY SUMMARY (P. 154)
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Incorporated
Climate
Action into
Land Use

Section
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LAND USE AND BUILT FORM + CLIMATE ACTION

Denver’s Department of Climate Action, Sustainability & Resiliency (CASR) is working on a number of initiatives
aimed at reducing the greenhouse gas emissions of existing and new buildings and increasing buildings’

sustainability and resiliency. Some key initiatives include:

New Buildings and Homes:

To create a climate-safe future, we must move all
new construction toward resiliency, sustainability and
net zero energy. CASR’s goal is that, by 2030, the
city’s building code will require all new construction
of buildings and homes to achieve net zero energy.
CASR works in partnership with Community Planning
and Development (CPD) for this phased process.
CASR is supporting the community in this transition
with resources, incentives and education.

Existing Homes (Single Family Residential):
Existing homes are responsible for 15% of Denver's
greenhouse gas emissions. In 2022, CASR will scale
emission reduction solutions for existing homes with
outreach and education, and by offering incentives
for homeowners to electrify, adopt solar and install
electric vehicle chargers.

Existing Buildings (Commercial and Multifamily
Residential):

Existing commercial and multifamily buildings are
responsible for 49% of Denver’s greenhouse gas
emissions. CASR is co-creating equitable resources
for under-resourced buildings (URBs). URBs are
typically located in underserved areas and/or serve
frontline communities (ex. affordable housing or
human service providers).

Green Building Ordinance:

All commercial buildings in Denver 25,000 square
feet or larger are required to comply with the Green
Building Ordinance. One option allows developers or
owners to pay a fee in lieu to comply. Those fees go
into the Green Building Fund which is managed by

CASR. As of December 31, 2021, the fund had nearly
$800,000 available. These funds can be used to
create and improve green space, green infrastructure,
green roofs, our urban forest, and advance solar and
energy efficiency projects for low-income households.

Renewable Denver Community Solar:

Through the Renewable Denver Community Solar
initiative, the city will build, own and operate
community solar projects hosted on municipal
rooftops, parking lots and vacant land. At least 30%
of the power generated through these projects will
provide financial relief to income-qualified households,
create workforce training opportunities, and conduct
educational programs with Denver Public Schools.

Denver Solar Co-Op:

Gives homeowners a discount on solar installation
through group purchasing. It’s free to join, with no
obligation to install, and the Cliamte Protection Fund
provides additional rebates to income-qualified
households.

Renewables and Resilience Incentive Program:
Offers financial incentives to nonprofit organizations
dedicated to providing human services, such as
shelters and day cares. Non-profits are encouraged
to adopt solar, battery storage, and electric vehicle
charging equipment to reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions by at least 20%.

Solar Outdoor Learning Incentive Program:
Allowing students to learn about clean energy through
curriculum, lessons and career exploration.



Land Use:

Revised
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SUMMARY OF WEST COLFAX RECOMMENDATIONS
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Implementation: Detailed Matrix

2.1 QUALITY OF LIFE

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation Type Policy Action Timeline Action Type City Agencies Action Partners Page |
Quality of Life - 1 Prioritize health equity by developing trainings Ongoing Regulatory All Agencies All Action Partners
: ana programs tNat SUpport INegration ol Dest
Health Equity prautiuegsr. Ensure all health equgi{y initiatives within
West intentionally support citywide policies, deliver
public services within West, and allocate resources
to eliminate institutional biases and barriers within
the system.
Quality of Life - 2 Increase systems, policies, and practices that Ongoing Regulatory & All Agencies All Action Partners
promote racial and social equity in support of Infrastructure
Racial and Social Equity citywide efforts throughout all West Denver
neighborhoods.
Quality of Life - 3 Address the noise and air pollution impacts to Ongoing Infrastructure CPD CDOT
health for developments adjacent to major roadway DOTI RTD
Noise and Air Pollution corridors such as 6th Avenue, Alameda Avenue, CASR
Sheridan Boulevard, and Interstate 25 (I-25). DPR
Quality of Life - 4 Utilize the policies and recommmendations in the Long-Term Regulatory CPD Mile High Flood
Denver Climate Action Plan and similar plans to DOTI District
Climate Resilience improve environmental performance and climate CASR The Greenway
resilience within West Denver neighborhoods. DPR Foundation
Colorado
Conservation Board
Metro Wastewater
Reclamation District
Quality of Life - 5 Protect, preserve, and expand the urban forest tree | Ongoing Regulatory CPD River Sister Circle
canopy in all redevelopment efforts, and increase DOTI Partnership
Urban Forest Tree Canopy | tree canopy coverage within public rights-of way CASR Denver Urban
through community tree planting programs and DPR Gardens
initiatives. Denver Public

Schools
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