
Urban Design
…and its role in Blueprint



Why talk about Urban Design?
Stop and think moment
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Why talk about Urban Design?
What does it do?



Our spaces affect our behavior







Blueprint – Urban Design’s Role

• Chance to have a Citywide conversation about Urban Design

• Can a set of Urban Design Principles
integrated into Blueprint serve a similar
role as Denver’s “Wacker’s Manual of the 
Plan of Chicago”?
• 1911-1924 – Importance of Planning & Urban 

Design as a Civic Responsibility

• Offer “Drop-In Class” to schools?
• Citizen’s Planning Institute Model? (Philadelphia)



“Make no little plans. 
They have no magic to 
stir one's blood…”
Daniel Burnham



Add a Slide Title - 3



Urban Design 
Urban Design facilitates a relationship or connection
between people and places, 
between movement and the urban form, 
and between nature and the built fabric.



Complete Neighborhoods



Like complete 
streets, the best 
aspects of life.



Like “City 
Beautiful” we want 
“Neighborhood
Wonderful”.



Multi-stop destination.



Lifestyle Center- a 
new Main Street



Other fake Main 
Streets…
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Transition Zones.

Keeping Neighborhood Context and 
fostering dialouge



Blueprint and NPI.

Urban Design Blueprint & Urban Design NPI

Macro/Micro Relationship

Blueprint Urban Design = Framework for NPI 
to evolve

NPI Urban Design = “Deeper Dive”



Blueprint – Urban Design’s Role

• “Urban design focuses on character and aesthetics and includes building orientation, streetscapes, 
lighting, landscaping themes and building architecture.”

• “Focusing on how land uses meet the street is the function of urban design.”



Blueprint – Urban Design’s Role



Blueprint – Urban Design’s Role



Blueprint v1.0: Some nuggets to move forward…

• Key in the relationship between Land Use and Street.

• Urban Design significant in Areas of Change.

• Design Review key to quality environments.
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