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1. Introduction
A. ORGANIZATION OF DOCUMENT
A Comprehensive Sign Plan (CSP) is organized into  
3 parts. The �rst part is the Introduction, which 
states the document�s intent and identi�es the 
Regulatory Framework � the language drawn from 
previous documents and criteria that form the basis 
of this CSP. The Introduction also identi�es what is 
not regulated by this document.

The second part is the Approvals Process as outlined 
for each sign plan applicant.

The third part is the Building Signage Design 
Guidelines which applies to signs for building 
identi�cation and all businesses operating within the 
boundaries of the project. This section describes the 
Design Principles, the  different Sign Types allowed 
� their maximum size and quantity, and suggested 
materials and illumination.

B. DOCUMENT INTENT
This CSP is intended to support the creation of a 
uni�ed, integrated and enhanced character for the 
project through signage rules and regulations that 
respond to the unique attributes of the area. This 
CSP is also intended to ensure that all signage will 
contribute to the vitality and interest of the project, 
creating a lively and provocative atmosphere. 

A CSP creates a policy for a comprehensive and 
balanced system of signs for the project. Standards 
are intended to set out a coordinated program for 
building ID/tenant signage. The Review Criteria 
were developed to aid tenants in the development 
of a design that emphasizes the merchandise, 
enhances the product or service, and reinforces the 
design quality of the building as a whole. Tenants 
should generate imaginative sign designs for their 
space with integral, creative graphics and quality 
merchandising. Tenants should express their own 
unique design statement within the parameters of 
the review criteria outlined in the CSP.

All signs must adhere to the review criteria and all 
applicable state and local sign and building codes. 
Tenants are encouraged to understand the criteria 
prior to beginning a sign design for their space. 
At that time, questions should be raised with the 
Landlord and the City and County of Denver to 
avoid delays later in the sign design review process.

The requirements of this CSP are supplemented by 
City and County of Denver regulations and codes 
in all areas not addressed in this document. All City 
and County of Denver ordinances and regulations 
remain in full effect except as varied by the 
Comprehensive Sign Plan.

C. REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
Zoning: This project lies in the H-1-A Conditions, R-4, 
R-4 OD-9, OD-1 and CMP-H2 Hospital Districts as 
established by The City and County of Denver.  

Zoning

Signage shall be regulated by the following sections 
of the Former Chapter 59 Zoning Code:

� Former Section 59-537: Signs permitted in all 
Districts

� Former Section 59-538: Sign Area Measurement

� Former Section 59-548: Permitted Signs for Your 
Zone District 

Furthermore, in accordance with Sec. 59-550.1(d), 
a comprehensive sign plan for all signage for the 
entire building is required when projecting signage 
for one use is desired. All signage is subject to a 
Sign Permit issued by the City and County of Denver.

Signage in DZC zone districts shall be regulated 
by the Denver Zoning Code, Division 10.10, which 
shall govern and control the erection, remodeling, 
enlarging, moving, operation and maintenance 
of all signs by permitted uses within all zoning 
districts. Nothing in the CSP shall be deemed a 
waiver of the provisions of any other ordinance or 
regulation applicable to signs. Signs located in areas 
governed by several ordinances and/or applicable 
regulations shall comply with all such ordinances 
and regulations.

Individual Building ID signs do not count towards 
quantity allowance.

D. CRITERIA FOR REVIEW
The criteria for reviewing proposed comprehensive sign 
plans in Former Zone 59 Zoning Code zone districts are 
as follows:

1. The sign plan shall exhibit design excellence, 
inventiveness and sensitivity to the context.

2. Signs shall not be oriented or illuminated so that 
they adversely affect the surrounding area, particularly 
existing nearby residential uses or structures. Examples 
of adverse effects are glare from intense illumination, and 
large signs or structures which visually dominate an area.

3. Roof signs shall not be allowed unless such signs are 
designed to appear as an integral part of the building to 
which they are attached. Such roof signs shall not extend 
above any building height limit or zoning bulk plane. No 
�ashing, blinking, �uctuating, animated or portable roof 
sign is allowed.

4. The comprehensive sign plan shall include design 
guidelines to ensure that all features of the proposed 
signage, including the illumination, support structure, 
color, lettering, height, and location, shall be designed so 
that it will be an attractive and complementary feature of 
the building which it serves.

5. Sign design should re�ect the existing or desired 
character of the area. As an example, in a district in which 
night-time entertainment is concentrated,the intent 
of this subsection 59-537(c) is to encourage exciting, 
iconographic,and inventively illuminated signage.

6. Signs shall be professionally designed and fabricated 
from quality, durable materials.

7. The name of a sign sponsor or activity sponsor may 
be shown on a sign providing it does not occupy more 
than one (1) percent of the sign area; provided, however, 
outdoor general advertising devices shall not be allowed.

8. Signs for accessory uses, which are prohibited by 
other provisions of article V, are allowed as a part of an 
approved sign plan.
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D. CRITERIA FOR REVIEW cont’d
The criteria for reviewing proposed comprehensive 
sign plans in Denver Zoning Code zone districts are 
as follows:

A. The comprehensive sign plan complies with all 
applicable sign standards stated in Division 10.10, 
Signs, including where applicable, the special 
provisions applicable in the Downtown (D-) zone 
districts and the Civic Center Area stated in Sections 
10.10.16, 10.10.17, and 10.10.20.

B. The sign plan allows �exibility in the size, type and 
location of signs identifying the use(s) and location 
of a large facility, structure, or building group.

C. The sign plan shall exhibit design excellence, 
inventiveness, and sensitivity to the context.

D. Signs shall not be oriented or illuminated so 
that they adversely affect the surrounding area, 
particularly existing nearby residential uses or 
structures. Examples of adverse effects are glare 
from intense illumination, and large signs or 
structures which visually dominate an area.

E. Roof signs shall not be allowed unless such signs 
are designed to appear as an integral part of the 
building to which they are attached. Such roof signs 
shall not extend above any building height limit 
or zoning bulk plane. Portable roof signs, �ashing 
signs, and animated signs are prohibited.

F. The comprehensive sign plan shall include 
design guidelines to ensure that all features of 
the proposed signage, including the illumination, 
support structure, color, lettering, height, and 
location, shall be designed so that it will be an 
attractive and complimentary feature of the building 
which it serves.

G. Sign design should re�ect the existing or desired 
character of the area. As an example, in a district in 
which night-time entertainment is concentrated, the 
intent of this Comprehensive Sign Plan provision is 
to encourage exciting, iconographic, and inventively 
illuminated signage.

H. Signs shall be professionally designed and 
fabricated from quality, durable materials.

1. Introduction cont'd
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2. Approval Process
A. COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PLAN APPROV-
AL
The Comprehensive Sign Plan shall be reviewed by 
the Zoning Administrator based upon the following 
criteria and the Criteria for Review listed in Article V, 
Section 59-537 of the Denver Zoning Code Former 
Chapter 59 and in Section 10.10.3.3 of Article 10 of 
the Denver Zoning Code.

1. How signage allowances are allocated throughout 
the campus and among all eligible building uses.

2.  Approximate designated sign locations.

3.  Allowable types of sign construction.

4. Illumination.

5. Indication of all sign types and locations. 

B. OWNER APPROVAL
Owner approval is required before a sign submittal 
to the City.

The Owner reserves the right to disapprove any sign 
design. To be permitted, all designs must comply 
with the criteria outlined in the Comprehensive Sign 
Plan.

After Landlord�s review and approval, it is the 
tenant�s responsibility to apply for, and obtain the 
applicable permits. 

All signs must comply with the applicable City and 
County of Denver Codes and requirements.

C. REVIEW BY THE PLANNING BOARD
All �Large Facility� Comprehensive Sign Plans require 
review by the Planning Board

a. The Planning Board shall hold a meeting and shall 
require that notices be placed on the property by 
the applicant at least 15 days prior to the meeting. 
The Planning Board shall also send notice of the 
proposed plan to any Registered Neighborhood 
Organizations which are registered pursuant to the 
provisions of Article III, Chapter 12 of the Revised 
Municipal Code and whose boundaries are within 
3,000 feet of the boundary line of the zone lot of the 
large facility with the proposed Comprehensive Sign 
Plan.

The Planning Board shall also send notices to the 
council members in whose district the large facility is 
located, and to the at-large council members. Such 
notices shall be sent at least 30 days prior to the 
hearing.

b. The Planning Board shall review the staff�s 
recommendation, the concerns of the public 
and the criteria for review, and shall provide a 
recommendation for approval, approval with 
conditions, or denial to the Zoning Administrator. 
The Planning Board recommendation shall be 
forwarded to the Zoning Administrator no later than 
15 days following the date of the public meeting.

D. CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER AP-
PROVAL
All Comprehensive Sign Plan submittals are subject 
to review for adherence to the Denver Zoning Code 
and Former Zone 59 Zoning Code zone districts, and 
any applicable Design Standards & Guidelines as 
adopted by the Planning Board.

E. AMENDMENTS TO THE PLAN
Approval of amendments to the plan shall be by the 
same process as the original approval.
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3. Building Signage
A. DESIGN PRINCIPLES
BUILDING SIGNAGE INTENT
To integrate signage in a manner that facilitates 
commerce, enlivens the public realm, and respects 
the character of the project and surrounding area.

To ensure that the signs of individual buildings 
and uses can express a unique identity, while not 
detracting from the more important way�nding and 
identi�cation signage.

To encourage creative sign design.

DESIGN STANDARDS
All signs in Denver Zoning Code zone districts shall 
conform to the Denver Zoning Code while all signs 
in Former Chapter 59 zone Districts shall conform 
with Former Chapter 59. All properties shall conform 
with the Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark 
Structures and Districts.

Properties that are within the boundaries of the 
Design Guidelines for Capitol Hill/Uptown - R-4/OD-
1) shall also conform to these guidelines.

Buildings with ground �oor uses shall provide a 
uniform approach for the application of signage on 
the ground �oor.

All signs in Denver Zoning Code zone districts shall 
be measured in conformance with Article 10 General 
Design Standards Division 10.10 Signs of the Denver 
Zoning Code.

All signs in Former Chapter 59 Zoning Code zone 
districts shall be measured in accordance with Article 
V Signs of the Former Chapter 59 Zoning Code.

Signage areas shall be provided with electrical 
power to enable the installation of illuminated signs.

All signs in Denver Zoning Code zone districts shall 
be constructed of durable materials suited to the 
urban environment and climate of Denver.

All conduits, junction boxes, and other functional 
elements shall be completely hidden from view and 
safely concealed once the sign is installed.

No �ashing, blinking or �uctuating signs shall be 
permitted.

Signs shall not be oriented or illuminated so 
that they adversely affect the surrounding area, 
particularly existing nearby residential uses or 
structures. Examples of adverse effects are glare 
from intense illumination, and large signs or 
structures which visually dominate an area.

Roof signs shall not be allowed. No �ashing, 
blinking, �uctuating, animated or portable roof sign 
are allowed.

All exterior signage should address both the 
communicative functions of a sign and its aesthetic 
integration with the overall retail concept. The 
building�s architecture sets the tone for the 
signage program and the Landlord has established 
standards for identity signage as outlined in these 
criteria.

It is advised that the tenant engage an 
environmental graphic designer to work with the 
retail designer to assure a coordinated design 
program. Their knowledge of typography, materials, 
and fabrication contribute to design success. 
Experienced designers are aware of the interplay 
between aesthetics and function, and possess 
the skills necessary to achieve a synthesis of these 
con�icting factors.

National and regional �standard� storefront 
concepts and signage are respected; however, 
some concept modi�cation may be necessary for 
compliance. Signs and related logo graphics located 
along the building�s perimeter should express a 
re�ned urban sophistication through the use of 
clean and contemporary shapes and forms. Signage 
should use similar architectural materials to create 
a seamless transition between the building and the 
tenant space.

All tenant signage should be appropriate to and 
expressive of the tenant business activity for which 
they communicate. Sign designs shall be compatible 
with and be an enhancement of the architectural 
character of the project�s building, expressing scale, 
color, materials and lighting levels. 

Signage should take advantage of the opportunity 
to use unique two and three-dimensional forms/
shapes, pro�les and iconographic images that 
re�ect both the personality of the tenant, product/
service and the surrounding building architecture. 
The use of color, typography, pattern, texture 
and materials is encouraged to create a dynamic 
interface with the streetscape. Designs which simply 
maximize size and volume in rectangular form are 
not acceptable.

The Signage Design Criteria should act as a guide 
for the design of the tenant�s signage in conjunction 
with the provisions of the tenant�s lease with the 
Landlord.

All signage designed for exterior identi�cation 
shall comply with the district guidelines building 
standards and be designed for total compatibility 
with building �nishes, color scheme and lighting 
levels, in order to maintain a design standard 
throughout the building. 

All primary signage will be limited to trade names 
and shall not include speci�cation of merchandise 
sold or services rendered, regardless of the tenant�s 
legal name. 

Corporate crests, logos or insignias may be 
acceptable pending the Landlord�s approval and 
provided they are part of the tenant�s name.

All signage outlined in this Comprehensive Sign 
Plan requires review by Community Planning 
and Development staff. Sign Permit applications 
submitted for a building or use located in a Historic 
Structure or District and/or a Design Review District 
are subject to additional review by Community 
Planning and Development staff before issuance of a 
Sign Permit.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES3. Building Signage cont'd
B. SIGNAGE DEFINITION
PERMITTED SIGN TYPES
Permitted signs for projects within the H-1-A 
CONDITIONS is one zone district in the CSP area. 
The others are R-4 OD-1, R-4 OD-9, and CMP-H2 are 
covered by this section of the CSP are:

Project ID: 
Ground Signs

Tenant Signage: 
Wall Signs
Ground Signs
Window Signs
Canopy Signs
Projecting Signs

Joint Identi�cation Signs: 
Ground Signs
Wall Signs

Building Identi�cation Signs: 
Wall Signs

Parking/ Traf�c Directional Signs:
Wall Signs
Ground Signs 
Projecting Signs

The CSP area includes properties zoned in both the 
Denver Zoning Code and the Former Chapter 59 
Zoning Code. 

The Denver Zoning Code de�nes signs as such:

ARTICLE 13. RULES OF MEASUREMENT

AND DEFINITIONS
A sign is any object or device or part thereof situated 
outdoors or indoors which is used to advertise or 
identify an object, person, institution, organization, 
business, product, service, event or location by any 
means including words, letters, �gures, designs, 
symbols, �xtures, motion illumination or projected 
images. Signs do not include the following:

- Flags of nations, or an organization of nations, 
states and cities, fraternal, religious and civic 
organizations;

- Merchandise, pictures or models of products or 
services incorporated in a window display; 

- Time and temperature devices not related to a 
product;

- National, state, religious, fraternal, professional and 
civic symbols or crests;

- Works of art which in no way identify a product.

Former Chapter 59 Zoning de�nes signs as such:

SEC. 59-315. PERMITTED SIGNS, RULES OF 

MEASUREMENT, AND DEFINITIONS
Former Chapter 59 de�nes a sign as follows:

59-2(265) Sign: A sign is any object or device or part 
thereof situated outdoors or indoors which is used 
to advertise or identify an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or 
location by any means including words, letters, 
�gures, designs,symbols, �xtures, colors, motion 
illumination or projected images.

Signs do not include the following:

- Flags of nations, or an organization of nations, 
states and cities, fraternal, religious and civic 
organizations;

- Merchandise, pictures or models of products or 
services incorporated in a window display;

- Time and temperature devices not related to a 
product

- National, state, religious, fraternal, professional and 
civic symbols or crests;

- Works of art which in no way identify a product.
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SIGN AREA3. Building Signage cont'd

CALCULATING SIGNAGE AREA
The area of a sign is determined by the sum of all 
areas or portion of each triangle, parallelogram, 
circle, ellipses or any combination thereof which 
creates a single continuous perimeter around 
the smallest area enclosing the extreme limits of 
decorative sign elements; this includes all words, 
letters, logos, frames, backing, face plates, non 
structural trim or other components not used for 
support.

Sign armature or bracing shall not be included in the 
sign area measurement unless it is made part of the 
message or face of the sign. Where a sign has two 
(2) or more display faces, the area of all faces shall be 
included in the calculation unless the display faces 
are back to back and parallel to each other and not 
more than twenty four inches (24�) apart, or form a 
�V� type angle of less than ninety degrees (90°).

The area of all signs with backing or a background 
material or otherwise, that is part of the overall sign 
display shall be measured by determining the sum of 
the areas of each square, rectangle, triangle, portion 
of a circle or any combination thereof which creates 

a single continuous perimeter around the smallest 
area enclosing the extreme limits of the display 
surface or face of the sign including all frames, 
backing, face plates, non structural trim or other 
component parts not otherwise used for support. 

For regular shaped signs the area of the sign will be 
computed by using standard mathematical formulas 
for regular geometric shapes, including, without 
limitation, triangles, parallelograms, circles, ellipses, 
or combinations thereof. 

In the case of an irregularly shaped sign or a sign 
with letters or symbols directly af�xed or painted 
on the wall of a building, the area of the sign is the 
entire area within a single continuous rectilinear 
perimeter of not more than eight straight lines 
enclosing   the extreme limits of any writing, 
representation, emblem, or any �gure of similar 
character, together with any material or color 
forming an integral part or background of the 
display if used to differentiate such sign from the 
backdrop of structure against which it is placed, but 
if a freestanding sign structure is not a fence which 
functions as such, the sign area shall be the area of 
the entire structure.
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SIGNAGE ALLOWANCES ZONE FORMER CHAPTER 59 H-1-A3. Building Signage cont'd
C. SIGN ALLOWANCES

INTENT
For ground �oor tenants: Working with your 
Landlord and using the attached Site Plan, identify 
the boundaries of your tenant space in the building. 
This will show you where your building frontage is. 
Verify with your Landlord the number of linear feet 
of frontage you occupy. If you occupy a corner suite, 
you will have more than one frontage. Measure each 
frontage separately.

SIGNS THAT DO NOT COUNT  

AGAINST ALLOWANCE
A. Signs not readily visible or legible from public 
right of way.

B. Signs providing direction not larger than 4 square 
feet in total sign area and more than 8 feet above 
grade.

C. Building Identi�cation signs.

ZONE LOT DISTRICT(S) H-1-A (Former Chapter 59 Conditions)
PERMITTED CONTENT Identi�cation by letter, numeral, symbol, or design of the use-by-right by name and use, hours of operation, 

services and products offered, events & prices of products & services.
PERMITTED TYPES Project ID: Ground

Tenant: Wall Signs, Projecting Signs, Window Signs, Canopy Signs, Awning Signs, Ground Signs

Building Identi�cation: Wall

Joint Identi�cation: Ground Signs, Wall Signs

Parking/Traf�c Directional: Wall Signs, Projecting Signs, Ground Signs 
PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES Rooftop signs, signs that �ash, blink, �uctuate, or change more than once per every 20 minutes, signs advertising 

a business or product at an address other than the location where the sign is installed (off-site advertising), 
banners and signage mounted perpendicular to the wall, on upper �oors or railings in public rights-of-way, and 
commercial �ags.

MAXIMUM QUANTITY Each use may have the greater number of the following: 5 signs; or 2 signs for each front line of the zone lot on 
which the use is located

Joint ID: Permitted maximum number:  1 wall sign or 1 ground sign for each front line of the zone lot.

Projecting Signs Only:  Each user may display 1 projecting sign adjacent to every street upon which the user has 
frontage and an entry, or 1 projecting sign at the corner of a building where the user has 2 frontages, provided 
that the approval of the manager of DOTI has been given pursuant to the provisions of Section 49-436 of the 
Revised Municipal Code.

MAXIMUM AREA One (1) square feet of sign area for each two (2) linear feet of street frontage of the zone lot not, however, to 
exceed 200 square feet of sign area to be applied to any 1 street front and not more than 2 street fronts, 1 
contiguous with the other, shall be used.

A. The total sign area of any use-by-right shall not exceed 300 square feet per frontage

B. No single sign face shall exceed 200 square feet

C. All measurements shall be applied to each street/plaza frontage separately, then totaled for a cumulative sign 
area calculation

D. No additional sign area is granted for tenants occupying multiple �oors.

E. Max. area of window signs: twenty-�ve percent (25%) of total ground level storefront window area

F. Project ID - maximum 200 square feet of sign area per face

G. Building Identi�cation - maximum 80 square feet of sign area

H. Joint ID: 1 square foot of sign area for each 2 linear feet of street frontage; provided, however, that the total 
sign area shall not exceed 200 square feet. 

MAXIMUM PROJECTION A. Wall sign: 6 inches

B. Upper story wall sign: 8 inches

C. Projecting sign: 36 inches
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SIGNAGE ALLOWANCES ZONE FORMER CHAPTER 59 H-1-A cont'd
MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE A. Wall signs: below roo�ine

B. Projecting signs: below roo�ine

C. Canopy: 30-feet (must be attached to canopy)

D. Tenant building ID: 10-feet

E. Project ID: 15-feet

F. Parking/Traf�c Directional: 18-feet

G. Building Identi�cation: below roo�ine

H. Joint ID: 20 feet
LOCATION A. No setback is required from any boundary line of the building frontage. Projecting signs attached to walls 

which are adjacent to a street right-of-way line may project into the right-of-way in accordance with section 49-
436 of the Denver Zoning Code. (Ord. No. 143-81, eff. 3-31-81) 

B. If multiple tenants share a single entry point, individual Plaque/Panel Signs or a Joint ID Wall or Ground sign 
may be used to provide a listing of those tenants.

Joint ID: Shall be set back at least 5 feet from every boundary line of the zone lot in districts requiring a front 
setback for structures; otherwise need not be set back from the boundary lines of the zone lot. Wall signs may 
project into the required setback the permitted depth of the sign. In districts not requiring a front setback for 
structures, wall signs attached to walls which are adjacent to a street right-of-way line may project into the right-
of-way in accordance with D.R.M.C., Section 49-436.

C. Wall, window and arcade signs:  Shall be set back from the boundary lines of the zone lot on which located 
the same distance as a building containing a use by right or conditional use; provided, however, wall signs may 
project into the required setback the permitted depth of the sign.

D. Ground signs:  Shall be set in at least 5� from every boundary line of the zone lot. In no case shall there be more 
than 1 ground sign applied to any street front.

E. Projecting Signs: Projecting graphics may project no more than 5� out from a building. Projecting signs shall 
not exceed the height of the parapet of the building on which mounted. Projecting signs shall not be placed less 
than 8� apart.

PERMITTED ILLUMINATION May be illuminated and all direct illumination shall not exceed 25 watts per bulb unless otherwise permitted by 
a District Sign Plan in accordance with Section 10.10.8 of this Code.  G. Prohibited:  Flashing signs are prohibited 
and animated signs are prohibited unless otherwise permitted by a District Sign Plan in accordance with Section 
10.10.8 of this Code.

ANIMATION Shall not be animated.

3. Building Signage cont'd
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SIGNAGE ALLOWANCES ZONE CMP-H23. Building Signage cont'd
C. SIGN ALLOWANCES

INTENT
For ground �oor tenants: Working with your 
Landlord and using the attached Site Plan, identify 
the boundaries of your tenant space in the building. 
This will show you where your building frontage is. 
Verify with your Landlord the number of linear feet 
of frontage you occupy. If you occupy a corner suite, 
you will have more than one frontage. Measure each 
frontage separately.

SIGNS THAT DO NOT COUNT  

AGAINST ALLOWANCE
A. Signs not readily visible or legible from public 
right of way.

B. Signs providing direction not larger than 4 square 
feet in total sign area and more than 8 feet above 
grade.

C. Building Identi�cation signs.

ZONE LOT DISTRICT(S) CMP-H2
PERMITTED CONTENT Identi�cation by letter, numeral, symbol, or design of the use-by-right by name and use, hours of operation, 

services and products offered, events & prices of products & services.
PERMITTED TYPES Project ID: Ground

Tenant: Wall Signs, Projecting Signs, Window Signs, Canopy Signs, Awning Signs, Ground Signs

Building Identi�cation: Wall

Joint Identi�cation: Ground Signs, Wall Signs

Parking/Traf�c Directional: Wall Signs, Projecting Signs, Ground Signs 
PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES Rooftop signs, signs that �ash, blink, �uctuate, or change more than once per every 20 minutes, signs advertising 

a business or product at an address other than the location where the sign is installed (off-site advertising), 
banners and signage mounted perpendicular to the wall, on upper �oors or railings in public rights-of-way, and 
commercial �ags.

MAXIMUM QUANTITY Each use may have the greater number of the following: 5 signs; or 2 signs for each front line of the zone lot on 
which the use is located

Joint ID: Permitted maximum number:  1 wall sign or 1 ground sign for each front line of the zone lot.

Projecting Signs Only:  Each user may display 1 projecting sign adjacent to every street upon which the user has 
frontage and an entry, or 1 projecting sign at the corner of a building where the user has 2 frontages, provided 
that the approval of the manager of DOTI has been given pursuant to the provisions of Section 49-436 of the 
Revised Municipal Code.

MAXIMUM AREA One (1) square feet of sign area for each two (2) linear feet of street frontage of the zone lot not, however, to 
exceed 200 square feet of sign area to be applied to any 1 street front and not more than 2 street fronts, 1 
contiguous with the other, shall be used.

A. The total sign area of any use-by-right shall not exceed 300 square feet per frontage

B. No single sign face shall exceed 200 square feet

C. All measurements shall be applied to each street/plaza frontage separately, then totaled for a cumulative sign 
area calculation

D. No additional sign area is granted for tenants occupying multiple �oors.

E. Max. area of window signs: twenty-�ve percent (25%) of total ground level storefront window area

F. Project ID - maximum 200 square feet of sign area per face

G. Building Identi�cation - maximum 80 square feet of sign area

H. Joint ID: 1 square foot of sign area for each 2 linear feet of street frontage; provided, however, that the total 
sign area shall not exceed 200 square feet. 

MAXIMUM PROJECTION A. Wall sign: 6 inches

B. Upper story wall sign: 8 inches

C. Projecting sign: 36 inches
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SIGNAGE ALLOWANCES ZONE CMP-H2 cont'd
MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE A. Wall signs: below roo�ine

B. Projecting signs: below roo�ine

C. Canopy: 30-feet (must be attached to canopy)

D. Tenant building ID: 10-feet

E. Project ID: 15-feet

F. Parking/Traf�c Directional: 18-feet

G. Building Identi�cation: below roo�ine

H. Joint ID: 20 feet
LOCATION A. No setback is required from any boundary line of the building frontage. Projecting signs attached to walls 

which are adjacent to a street right-of-way line may project into the right-of-way in accordance with section 49-
436 of the Denver Zoning Code. (Ord. No. 143-81, eff. 3-31-81) 

B. If multiple tenants share a single entry point, individual Plaque/Panel Signs or a Joint ID Wall or Ground sign 
may be used to provide a listing of those tenants.

Joint ID: Shall be set back at least 5 feet from every boundary line of the zone lot in districts requiring a front 
setback for structures; otherwise need not be set back from the boundary lines of the zone lot. Wall signs may 
project into the required setback the permitted depth of the sign. In districts not requiring a front setback for 
structures, wall signs attached to walls which are adjacent to a street right-of-way line may project into the right-
of-way in accordance with D.R.M.C., Section 49-436.

C. Wall, window and arcade signs:  Shall be set back from the boundary lines of the zone lot on which located 
the same distance as a building containing a use by right or conditional use; provided, however, wall signs may 
project into the required setback the permitted depth of the sign.

D. Ground signs:  Shall be set in at least 5� from every boundary line of the zone lot. In no case shall there be more 
than 1 ground sign applied to any street front.

E. Projecting Signs: Projecting graphics may project no more than 5� out from a building. Projecting signs shall 
not exceed the height of the parapet of the building on which mounted. Projecting signs shall not be placed less 
than 8� apart.

PERMITTED ILLUMINATION May be illuminated and all direct illumination shall not exceed 25 watts per bulb unless otherwise permitted by 
a District Sign Plan in accordance with Section 10.10.8 of this Code.  G. Prohibited:  Flashing signs are prohibited 
and animated signs are prohibited unless otherwise permitted by a District Sign Plan in accordance with Section 
10.10.8 of this Code.

ANIMATION Shall not be animated.

3. Building Signage cont'd
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SIGNAGE ALLOWANCES ZONE FORMER CHAPTER 59 R-4, OD-13. Building Signage cont'd
C. SIGN ALLOWANCES

INTENT
For ground �oor tenants: Working with your 
Landlord and using the attached Site Plan, identify 
the boundaries of your tenant space in the building. 
This will show you where your building frontage is. 
Verify with your Landlord the number of linear feet 
of frontage you occupy. If you occupy a corner suite, 
you will have more than one frontage. Measure each 
frontage separately.

SIGNS THAT DO NOT COUNT  

AGAINST ALLOWANCE
A. Signs not readily visible or legible from public 
right of way.

B. Signs providing direction not larger than 4 square 
feet in total sign area and more than 8 feet above 
grade.

C. Building Identi�cation signs.

ZONE LOT DISTRICT(S) R-4, OD-1 (Former Chapter 59 Conditions)
PERMITTED CONTENT Identi�cation by letter, numeral, symbol, or design of the use-by-right by name and use, hours of operation, 

services and products offered, events & prices of products & services.
PERMITTED TYPES Project ID: Ground

Tenant: Wall Signs, Projecting Signs, Window Signs, Canopy Signs, Awning Signs, Ground Signs

Building Identi�cation: Wall

Joint Identi�cation: Ground Signs, Wall Signs

Parking/Traf�c Directional: Wall Signs, Projecting Signs, Ground Signs 
PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES Rooftop signs, signs that �ash, blink, �uctuate, or change more than once per every 20 minutes, signs advertising 

a business or product at an address other than the location where the sign is installed (off-site advertising), 
banners and signage mounted perpendicular to the wall, on upper �oors or railings in public rights-of-way, and 
commercial �ags.

MAXIMUM QUANTITY Each use may have the greater number of the following: 5 signs; or 2 signs for each front line of the zone lot on 
which the use is located

Joint ID: Permitted maximum number:  1 wall sign or 1 ground sign for each front line of the zone lot.

Projecting Signs Only:  Each user may display 1 projecting sign adjacent to every street upon which the user has 
frontage and an entry, or 1 projecting sign at the corner of a building where the user has 2 frontages, provided 
that the approval of the manager of DOTI has been given pursuant to the provisions of Section 49-436 of the 
Revised Municipal Code.

MAXIMUM AREA One (1) square feet of sign area for each two (2) linear feet of street frontage of the zone lot not, however, to 
exceed 200 square feet of sign area to be applied to any 1 street front and not more than 2 street fronts, 1 
contiguous with the other, shall be used.

A. The total sign area of any use-by-right shall not exceed 300 square feet per frontage

B. No single sign face shall exceed 200 square feet

C. All measurements shall be applied to each street/plaza frontage separately, then totaled for a cumulative sign 
area calculation

D. No additional sign area is granted for tenants occupying multiple �oors.

E. Max. area of window signs: twenty-�ve percent (25%) of total ground level storefront window area

F. Project ID - maximum 200 square feet of sign area per face

G. Building Identi�cation - maximum 80 square feet of sign area

H. Joint ID: 1 square foot of sign area for each 2 linear feet of street frontage; provided, however, that the total 
sign area shall not exceed 200 square feet. 

MAXIMUM PROJECTION A. Wall sign: 6 inches

B. Upper story wall sign: 8 inches

C. Projecting sign: 36 inches
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SIGNAGE ALLOWANCES ZONE FORMER CHAPTER 59 R-4, OD-1 cont'd
MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE A. Wall signs: below roo�ine

B. Projecting signs: below roo�ine

C. Canopy: 30-feet (must be attached to canopy)

D. Tenant building ID: 10-feet

E. Project ID: 15-feet

F. Parking/Traf�c Directional: 18-feet

G. Building Identi�cation: below roo�ine

H. Joint ID: 20 feet
LOCATION A. No setback is required from any boundary line of the building frontage. Projecting signs attached to walls 

which are adjacent to a street right-of-way line may project into the right-of-way in accordance with section 49-
436 of the Denver Zoning Code. (Ord. No. 143-81, eff. 3-31-81) 

B. If multiple tenants share a single entry point, individual Plaque/Panel Signs or a Joint ID Wall or Ground sign 
may be used to provide a listing of those tenants.

C. Joint ID: Shall be set back at least 5 feet from every boundary line of the zone lot in districts requiring a front 
setback for structures; otherwise need not be set back from the boundary lines of the zone lot. Wall signs may 
project into the required setback the permitted depth of the sign. In districts not requiring a front setback for 
structures, wall signs attached to walls which are adjacent to a street right-of-way line may project into the right-
of-way in accordance with D.R.M.C., Section 49-436.

D. Wall, window and arcade signs:  Shall be set back from the boundary lines of the zone lot on which located 
the same distance as a building containing a use by right or conditional use; provided, however, wall signs may 
project into the required setback the permitted depth of the sign.

E. Ground signs:  Shall be set in at least 5� from every boundary line of the zone lot. In no case shall there be more 
than 1 ground sign applied to any street front.

F. Projecting Signs: Projecting graphics may project no more than 5� out from a building. Projecting signs shall 
not exceed the height of the parapet of the building on which mounted. Projecting signs shall not be placed less 
than 8� apart.

PERMITTED ILLUMINATION May be illuminated and all direct illumination shall not exceed 25 watts per bulb unless otherwise permitted by 
a District Sign Plan in accordance with Section 10.10.8 of this Code.  G. Prohibited:  Flashing signs are prohibited 
and animated signs are prohibited unless otherwise permitted by a District Sign Plan in accordance with Section 
10.10.8 of this Code.

ANIMATION Shall not be animated.

3. Building Signage cont'd
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FRANKLIN ST / WEST ELEVATION 4. Building Signage
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E 19th AVE / SOUTH ELEVATION4. Building Signage
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INTERIOR DRIVE / SOUTH ELEVATION
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INTERIOR DRIVE / SE ELEVATION
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INTERIOR DRIVE / WEST ELEVATION
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PROFESSIONAL BUILDING / EAST ELEVATION
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PARKING / WEST ELEVATION
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E 19TH AVE PARKING / SOUTH ELEVATION4. Building Signage
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E 19TH AVE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT (ED) / SOUTH ELEVATION4. Building Signage
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N HIGH ST ED & RMHCC / WEST ELEVATION4. Building Signage
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INTERIOR ROCKY MOUNTAIN PROFESSIONAL PLAZA / SOUTH ELEVATION4. Building Signage
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