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THE MILE HIGH CITY Denver’s Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance

Permitted Events

Information for Permit Holders (Event Organizers)

This fact sheet shares updates to Denver’s Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance, known on
the ballot as Waste No More, as of September 2025, to help event organizers understand and follow
ordinance requirements.

About the Ordinance

In 2022, Denver voters approved Waste No More, a universal recycling and composting ordinance developed by
community members to reduce landfill waste. It requires organizers of public permitted events to provide recycling
and composting services, conserving resources by keeping food scraps and recyclables out of the landfill.

What Event Permit Holders Need to Know

Applies To * Any event with over 350 daily attendees that occurs on public property and requires a permit
from either the Office of Special Events, Department of Transportation and Infrastructure, or
Parks and Recreation

Comply by Date e September 1, 2026

Requirements * Provide recycling and composting services for event attendees, employees, contractors,
customers and volunteers

Provide adequate and convenient collection containers

e Post appropriate signage and provide waste sorting training and education

¢ Continue submitting a waste diversion plan with permit applications

Exemptions ¢ Events with less than 1,000 weekly attendees are not required to provide composting
(additional definitions ¢ Parties experiencing economic hardship, dealing in minimal volumes of materials, events with
under development) no food vendors, or facing inadequacy of hauling service providers

What Comes Next?

* Denver is taking an education-first compliance approach, focusing on guidance to help event organizers
understand and comply with the updated requirements. If an event isn’t in compliance, city officials will work with
permit holders to get them on track.

* Additional details and definitions of the requirements and exemptions will be developed through a Rules and
Regulations process in late 2025 and early 2026. Denver will provide further guidance and technical resources
as they are available, ahead of the 2026 compliance date.

Our team is here to provide support and address concerns. For more information, visit denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling,
or email your inquiries to universalrecycling@denvergov.org.
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