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THE MILE HIGH CITY Denver’s Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance

Non-Residential Buildings

Information for Building Owners, Associations and Property Managers

This fact sheet shares updates to Denver’s Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance, known
on the ballot as Waste No More, as of September 2025, to help non-residential building owners,
associations and property managers understand and follow ordinance requirements.

About the Ordinance

In 2022, Denver voters approved Waste No More, a universal recycling and composting ordinance developed by
community members to reduce landfill waste. It requires most non-residential buildings and businesses to provide
recycling services, conserving resources by keeping valuable recyclable materials out of the landfill.

What Property Owners/Managers Need to Know

Applies To * Non-residential building owners
Comply by Date e September 1, 2026
Requirements  Provide recycling services to tenants, customers, employees, and contractors

* Provide adequate and convenient collection containers
e Post appropriate signage and provide waste sorting education
¢ Create and maintain a waste diversion plan

Exemptions * Parking garages, parking structures, parking lots, vehicle depots, vacant lots, condemned
(additional definitions properties, undeveloped land, or other non-residential building use-types that are found to
under development) generate minimal volumes of recyclable materials

* Parties facing economic hardship, dealing in minimal volumes of materials, facing inadequacy
of hauling service providers, or experiencing certain space constraints

* Approval to comply through alternative means

* Approval to comply by sharing services with other businesses

What Comes Next?

e Denver is taking an education-first compliance approach, focusing on guidance to help building owners/managers
understand and comply with the updated requirements. If a building or business isn’t in compliance, city officials
will work with building owners, associations and property managers to get them on track.

» Additional details and definitions of the requirements and exemptions will be developed through a Rules and
Regulations process in late 2025 and early 2026. Denver will provide further guidance and technical resources
as they are available, ahead of the 2026 compliance date.

Our team is here to provide support and address concerns. For more information, visit denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling,
or email your inquiries to universalrecycling@denvergov.org.
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