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INTER-DEPARTMENT 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 TO:  Owen Brigner, Council Aide District 5 

 FROM:  Erica Feather, District 2 Crime Analyst 

 DATE:  February 2, 2023 

 SUBJECT:  Montclair Property Crime and Lighting Evaluation 

 

Request: Review reported property crime from January 1, 2019, to December 31, 2022 
in relationship to Montclair lighting. Provide guidance for potential lighting improvement 
within the Montclair neighborhood. 

For this analysis, I included data beginning 1/1/2019 through 12/31/2022 and within the 
geographic area outlined on page 2. 

Recommendations 
1. Ivanhoe to Jersey/ 8th to 10th 

- This area has multiple large apartment complexes and is near a park. 
Both of these factors will increase the foot traffic of the area and the 
number of vehicles parked on the street and in the surrounding lots. 

- 5701 E 8th Avenue has had 47 offenses in 4 years, which is 
exceptionally high for the area and is the highest in Montclair. 

2. Jasmine to Krameria/ 12th to 14th 
- While this area is primarily shopping center, even with shoplifting 

removed this area is still one of the highest for property crime. If you 
choose to add lighting to this area, I would recommend adding to the 
bordering residential areas more than the shopping center itself. 

3. Olive to Pontiac/ 11th to Richthofen 
- This area has 18 houses with only private lighting for the city block. It is 

across the street from tennis courts, the Civic Center, and a park, that 
also have little to no lighting. In 4 years they have had 14 property 
crimes including Burglary, Theft from Motor Vehicle, and Motor Vehicle 
Theft.  

There are numerous areas that could benefit from additional lighting. These are only the 
three most notable.  
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The area outlined on the map depicts the zone that was used for this analysis. 

 

 
 

Data Sources: 
GO Data – Crime Strategy Dist Crime 

This data was compiled on 2/1/2023 from Denver Police Department data. All files used to generate this report are dynamic, 
and are therefore subject to additions, deletions, and/or modifications at any time. Due to continuous data entry after reports 

are compiled, subsequent reports may be subject to change. 
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Analysis 
For this request, I pulled all Property Crime Offenses, for the listed time frame, for the 
highlighted area. The table below contains the basic totals for these offenses.  

Montclair Property Crime 
1/1/2019 -12/31/2022 

Offense 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Burglary 31 41 49 41 
Criminal Mischief - Graffiti 3 1 2 1 
Criminal Mischief - Property 9 17 18 23 
Criminal Mischief - Vehicle 13 25 47 41 
Larceny 119 165 143 150 
Theft From Motor Vehicle 42 65 101 73 
Auto Theft 36 68 65 88 

Total 253 382 425 417 
 

Things to be aware of when reading these numbers are: 

(1) Graffiti is very rarely reported in this area but that does not mean it isn’t there. 
(2) Larceny, in this data set, is almost entirely Theft-Shoplift. There was an average 

of 88 Shoplifts per year in Montclair. Shoplifts are not necessarily as well 
impacted by lighting improvement but, since they are not specific to a single 
address, I chose not to omit them. 

(3) 73 out of the 160 Burglaries were “No Force,” meaning the victim may have left 
open a door or window or the suspect had other means of entry. This means that 
in roughly 46% of the burglaries the suspect was able to wander the area and 
find more vulnerable targets.  
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The table below is a breakdown of all Property Crime Offenses from 1/1/2019 to 
12/31/2023 

Offense 2019 2020 2021 2022 

BURG/AUTO THEFT-BUSN W/ FORCE  1  1 

BURG/AUTO THEFT-RESD NO FORCE  2 2 1 

BURG/AUTO THEFT-RESD W/ FORCE   1  

BURGLARY - BUSINESS BY FORCE 4 17 7 11 

BURGLARY - BUSINESS NO FORCE 2 4 1  

BURGLARY - RESIDENCE BY FORCE 10 4 17 14 

BURGLARY - RESIDENCE NO FORCE 15 13 20 13 

BURGLARY - SAFE   1 1 

BURGLARY - VENDING MACHINE  1  2 
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF - GRAFFITI 3 1 2 1 
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF - MTR VEH 13 25 47 41 
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF - OTHER 9 17 18 23 
THEFT - AT RISK ADULT 2   2 
THEFT - BICYCLE 7 9 9 4 
THEFT - FROM BLDG 6 13 13 11 
THEFT - FROM MAILS   2  

THEFT - ITEMS FROM VEHICLE 30 51 71 40 
THEFT - OF MOTOR VEHICLE 36 68 65 88 
THEFT - OTHER 24 41 26 45 
THEFT - PARTS FROM VEHICLE 12 14 30 33 
THEFT - PURSE SNATCH NO FORCE    3 
THEFT - SHOPLIFT 80 98 90 82 
THEFT - STLN VEHICLE - TRAILER  3 3 1 
Total 253 382 425 417 
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After I pulled the data, I mapped all four years of data over the locations of the city’s 
light poles. The average city light pole is between 8-14ft tall and creates a cone of light 
with a radius equal to its height. The map below highlights crimes that occurred within 
30 feet of a light pole. I chose 30 ft instead of 14 ft because I assume there is ambient 
light created by the light cone. As you can see from the red circles, or lack thereof, not 
many crimes happen in range of a city light. 
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Since there are so many areas without appropriate lighting, I repeated the process and 
selected all crimes within 100 ft of a city light pole, then removed them. I then overlayed 
the remaining offenses over a heat map to highlight the areas in most need. These are 
the areas discussed in my recommendations on page 1.  

7295 E 7th is highlighted on the heat map, but I do not believe additional lighting is 
necessary or appropriate for that location. The problems there lie in the nature of the 
businesses within the shopping center. 
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