
CHERRY CREEK GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (“GID”) 
TRUTH AND PROCESS 

PLEASE TAKE THE SURVEY TO LET THE PROCESS CONTNUE SO THAT 
YOU CAN HAVE A VOTE ON HOW TO FIX ISSUES YOU HAVE IDENTIFIED! 

You may have seen or heard about a process for creating a General Improvement District 
(“GID”) for the Cherry Creek area that Councilwoman Sawyer has undertaken on behalf 
of the many residents who have participated in the annual needs and wants surveys for 
the Cherry Creek area.  It is in just an initial process to determine if a GID is a way to 
address neighborhood concerns to address safety, crime and beautification.  You may 
also have seen an opposition paper regarding the GID which has been circulated by an 
opposition group.  This opposition paper is full of falsehoods, red herrings and 
misinformation.  Please go to denvergov.org/CCGID to see the accurate and extensive 
information on the GID, the process, the videos of many neighborhood presentations 
and many of the commonly asked questions and answers. 

The truth about the GID and the process is as follows: 

1.  The GID discussion process is a result of the many resident surveys that identified 
issues of concern such as traffic, safety, parking, pedestrian priorities, construction 
issues, beautification and the like. Two years ago, CC Sawyer assembled leaders 
in the neighborhood organizations and businesses interests to participate in 
discussions about finding possible solutions to the many issues residents raised, 
including CCNNA, CCEA, the Cherry Creek Steering Committee, the CC 
Business Improvement District, Transportation Solutions (the official transit 
management association for the area). 

2. Possible solutions to address the issues residents have complained about include: 
• pedestrian scale lighting to light the sidewalks at dark;  
• flock cameras (like those in the BID) which would help DPD identify 

criminal activity and stop it (this is how the watch robbers were caught);  
• possible micro transit to help residents get around the neighborhood and 

perhaps loop down Speer to the theatre district and Union Station to catch the 
A train to the airport; 

• perhaps including neighborhood beautification and art installations (maybe at 
corners and maybe partnering with Botanic Gardens) to really set Cherry 
Creek apart; 



• Possibly contributing to the betterment of the Cherry Creek Trail and 
Greenway;  

•  NONE OF THESE BUT SOMETHING ELSE!  YOU DECIDE WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT.  

3. The City will NOT fund these types of solutions or improvements.  But we can 
IF that is what the neighborhood wants.   

4. Renters are our neighbors too – they use the sidewalks, amenities, trails and parks 
and care about our neighborhood.  So yes, they will have a voice and should since 
rents will likely reflect any investment the voters choose to fund solutions to 
commonly recognized problems. 

5. Don’t let untruthful and misleading information impact the process – this process 
is only to allow us to continue the conversation.  Nobody is being charged for 
this process as CC Sawyer is funding this process to find possible solutions to 
problems the District 5 constituents have identified.   

6. The exact improvements, desires and their cost can only be determined as and if 
the process continues.  Then and only then will residents have the details to know 
what is being considered and what it will cost them.  Then and only then will 
residents have the right to vote on whether to approve a GID. 

Please join us in supporting the Continuation of the GID process by taking the survey 
and identifying what issues you would like addressed.  Bit.ly/CCGIDSurvey  And, 
if you already submitted a response based on misinformation that has been 
circulated, send CC Sawyer an email to indicate that you do want the process to 
continue.   

Nobody will be charged or bound by anything in the continuation of the GID 
discussion process.  It will just allow us to continue discussions on solutions to 
address problems that the neighborhood has identified over time.  But if it stops at 
this stage, there will be NO option to address these issues and we will continue to be 
faced with problems that we cannot solve and that the City will not help us solve. 

Please, let the process continue and let’s build a better Cherry Creek together. 

Nick LeMasters, Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District 

Stuart Anderson, Transportation Solutions, Inc. 

Lou Raders, Chair, Cherry Creek Steering Committee 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CCGID

