East Park Lowry Six-Month Neighborhood Check-in Virtual Townhall
Tuesday, April 9, 2024
6:00 p.m. — 7:32 p.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
MEETING MINUTES
Participants & Contact List
e Denver City Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer, denvercouncil5@denvergov.org, 720-337-
5555
o Owen Brigner, Owen.Brigner(@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555
o Nicole Aviles, Nicole.Aviles@denvergov.org , 720-337-5555
o Juan Sipion, Juan.Sipion@denvergov.org ,720-337-5555
e Denver Police Department (DPD)
o Officer Matthew Grimsley, Matthew.Grimsley@denvergov.org, 720-913-1218
o Lieutenant Troy Sandoval, Troy.Sandoval@denvergov.org
e Montclair Rec Center
o Andrew Latson, Andrew.Latson(@denvergov.org
e Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI)
o Molly Lanphier, Molly.Lanphier@denvergov.org
e Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR)
o Jill Coffman, Jill. Coffman@denvergov.org
o Dan Rockne, Daniel.Rockne(@denvergov.org
e (Colorado Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)
o Main Renaissance E-mail, lowryboulevard@coloradocoalition.org
o Eddie Schumacher, eschumacher(@coloradocoalition.org
e Lowry Community Master Association (LCMA)
o Mary Carr, Executive Director, mary.carr.lowry@gmail.com, 720-583-5262
e Lowry United Neighborhoods (LUN)
o Kathy Head, Co-Chair, kathyheadl @comcast.net, 720-985-4275
o Cat Holmes, LUN Traffic & Safety Committee cath0513(@yahoo.com
o Carla McConnell, carlamcconnell@comcast.net
e East Park Cottages
o Ventzi Karaivanov, ventzi(@gmail.com
e Regional Transportation District
o Director Jaime Lewis, Jaime.Lewis@rtd-denver.com

Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer Updates:
e Our District 5 Parks Clean-up Day is April 21 from 8:30 — 11:00 a.m. Meeting at the
Montclair Rec Center. Volunteers can sign up at https://bit.ly/SpringParksCleanup24

e Our inaugural Transit touch-up day where we will be sprucing up RTD bus stops in the
district will be May 19" from 8:30 — 11:00 a.m. Meeting at the Montclair Rec Center.
Volunteers can sign up at Bit.ly/D5TransitTouchUp2024
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Tips for How to Address Crime Uptick
e Light up the Neighborhood at night!
o Keep your porch and alley lights on at night to deter crime
o Contact your Council office to request additional streetlights from Xcel
e Make sure the City knows about the issue!
o Report to 3-1-1 or pocketgov.org
o Call 911 when you witness a crime in progress
o Contact your Council Office for assistance
e Keep an Eye Out for Each Other!
o Start a Neighborhood Watch Program on your block
o Bring in your neighbor’s packages and trash cans to stop crimes of opportunity
o Request a free CPTED study of your home or business
o Get a Ring Doorbell and/or cameras installed
o Get a free Club from DPD if you have one of the top 10 most stolen vehicles
e Please Slow Down!
o Stop at stop signs
o Don’t text and drive
o Share the road with pets, kiddos, and bikers
e Actively Engage in Shaping Our City!
o Join one of Denver’s Boards & Commissions
o Join your HOA, neighborhood organization, or school PTA
e 3-1-1 Thursdays!
o We’re asking our residents to call an idea, issue, problem, or complaint every
Thursday in 2023!
o Not only will this help the City know where problems are, it will generate needed
data

Reporting Information
When to call 911:

o To report a crime in progress
o To report a fire
o To save a life

When to call Police Non-Emergency:

Any crime to a person not life-threatening
Burglary to a home not in progress

Auto theft not in progress

After hours parking complaints

After hours loud music complaints

O O O O O

Did you Know You can File a Police Report Online?

o For non-emergency crimes such as:
o Damaged or lost property, vandalism
o Lost or stolen checks/credit cards/ATM cards




o Theft or lost property
o Vandalism or theft from/to a vehicle

When to call 311:

To report issues related to municipal services such as:
Sidewalk and road repairs

Noise complaints

Abandoned vehicles

Large debris blocking roadways

Trash issues or garbage bin replacements

Dangerous animal complaints

Damaged traffic signals or road signs

Graffiti removal

Leaking hydrant or sewer problems

O O O O O O O 0 0 o0

DenverTrack Program and Garage 529

e Register and learn more at: Denvergov.org/denvertrack
e DPD partnered with Project 529 Garage for a similar crime prevention effort for bicycles
e Register and learn more at: https://project529.com/garage

Crime Update — DPD3
Lieutenant Sandoval & Officer Grimsley
e Crime data
o We are seeing more people reporting the same crimes which makes the numbers
look high when in reality 15 people reported 1 incident.
o An uncooperative lease holder was evicted from the Renaissance and DPD noted
a decrease in gun shots since.
o Have seen an overall crime reduction in the Lowry area.
e Street Racing
o In 2020 a multi-jurisdictional operation taskforce was started, and it has proven to
be successful as a deterrent.
o DPD has been in contact with Aurora Commander, and they are increasing patrols
along the border which has been very effective.
o Street racing team is out every weekend and works in conjunction with the
nuisance abatement team.
o DPD has successfully gotten businesses to sign Trespass Agreements so that it is
easier for DPD to break-up meet-up places for street racers. Closure of Lowry
Sports Park on the east end has helped.
e Opverall, this area is trending in the right direction and crime has reduced in this area.
o Halo cameras have a 360 view and helps provide DPD with the information that is
needed. Officer Grimsley stated that they are being used when they get calls in the
area and are effective.
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Follow up

e We have reached out to Neighborhood Enforcement Unit to put the East Park area on
their lists of spots to hit. We are going to put out speed signs, that will give us the data by
next week.

e The District 5 Council office has asked DOTI to put up permanent speed signs.

e We want residents to know that they can request a speed enforcement van by emailing
dpdpeu@denvergov.org

e We checked with our crime analyst this morning and they are not seeing any mail theft.
We are still seeing package thefts, but not more than any other area in Denver.

e DPD does not have the ability to track posts on apps. 911 is the only way to report
criminal activity, suspicious occurrences to the police department. Residents should
always call 911 when there is a crime in progress.

REPORTED OFFENSES
TAILWIND PARK - LOWRY
JANUARY-MARCH 2023 AND 2024

2023 2024
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DPR Update

Jill Coffman & Dan Rockne

e The closure at Sports Park will stay.

e Pickleball will be coming to Sports Park late this year/early next year.
e Please use 311 whenever you see an issue in a park.
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DOTI Update

Molly Lanphier

e Ifa traffic study hasn’t been done in 3 years of an area DOTI will do one.

e Inregard to downed light poles, she urged residents to report things through 311, it

will ensure expediency.

e In order for a calming measure to be added somewhere it needs to be data driven,
there needs to be a certain number of vehicles. Noted that traffic signals are costly,

and Denver does not use speed humps.

LCMA Update

Mary Carr

e Things have been very quiet, no updates.

LUN Update
Kathy Head

e LUN is having a Public Safety townhall on Tuesday, April 16 from 7:00 p.m. — 8:30

p.m. at Eisenhower Chapel.




e Independence Day parade on June 29™ the Saturday before 4 of July from 10:00 — 1:00
in Tailwind Park.
e FEarth Day service project on April 21 to collect things that cannot be easily recycled.

Renaissance Lowry

Eddie Schumacher

e [Eddie is the Residential Services Coordinator for Renaissance Blue Spruce and
Renaissance Lowry.

e They are looking at doing two community gardens, lots of events for children, and
mentioned that the Lowry pool might reopen.

e They will be more proactive about off leash dogs.

RTD Update

Jaime Lewis — RTD Director

e Construction downtown on the rail laid over 30 years ago will have impacts on several
lines including the L, D, and E lines which will be rerouted to Union Station.

e The metro ride will be reinstated at 17" and 18"

e The free mall ride will not be as frequent due to allocation of resources to other lines.

e (all (303)399-6000 for updates and information

Questions & Discussion

Q. Should residents be calling 911 when they hear gun shots?
A. DPD: Yes, that is considered an emergent call. Don’t go towards it, give us the general
location, and tell us how many gunshots.

Q. Will Sports Park Blvd continue to be closed?
A. Councilwoman Sawyer: Yes.

Q. Dwight asked a traffic question about round abouts. He asked if DPR can put dog stations
for trash and poop near the Lowry dog park.

A. DOTI: Molly said if you see issues to please report them to 311 so that they can be
addressed. If it is not reported, then we do not know about it.
DPR: The area in question is outside of DPR’s purview (see map below)
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Q. Ventzi asked about off leash dogs and enforcement in Tailwind Park

A. DPR: Tailwind Park is not a City of Denver park

Mary Carr: Tailwind is owned by the LCMA, there is a sign that directs you to call a
number to goes to animal control, that is who enforces it.

Follow up: Off-leash dogs in LCMA parks are enforced by the City of Denver's Animal
Control Department. DPD won't respond to off-leash dog calls, but, just for reference, the
LCMA has an agreement on file with DPD so that they can respond to activity in Tailwind
Park that is against the rules. The signs around Tailwind Park provide the dispatch phone
number for Animal Control to report dogs off-leash. We are in communication with
Animal Control and regularly request additional patrols, but it's kind of like DPD - it all
depends on their staffing and on what else is going on in the City of Denver at that time.

Q. Alix asked about the lights in the park and it they are supposed to be one all night? Also

mentioned that stray dogs are an issue in her area.

A. Mary Carr: No, they are supposed to turn off at 10 p.m. She will look into this so that the

lights are timed properly.

Q. Charles asked about mail theft and if there have been reports of it.

A. DPD: It falls under the federal purview.

DPD checked with their crime analyst this morning and they are not seeing any mail
theft. We are still seeing package thefts, but not more than any other area in Denver.
Mary Carr: We filed a Congressional Inquiry request with Diana DeGette's office and
they are looking into the mailbox theft, but since USPS is under federal authority and,
specifically, the US Postal Inspector, they are the investigating Lowry's mail theft issue.




Follow up questions and answers:

MAILBOX

Q. In follow-up to the meeting tonight, a few times three gentlemen have kicked/rocked
and/or lit something off at our mailbox at the corner of Alton Way and E 4th Place. As
you know, this is the box that was broken into on or around Dec. 27, 2023 that took two
months to be replaced.

A. Mary Carr: We will take a look at the mailbox you are referring to and make sure that
there is no damage that needs to be addressed with the kiosk itself. That's where the LCMA's
authority ends. We filed a Congressional Inquiry request with Diana DeGette's office and
they are looking into the mailbox theft, but since USPS is under federal authority and,
specifically, the US Postal Inspector, they are the investigating Lowry's mail theft issue.

GUN SHOTS

Q. In the videos, it appears to be the same three gentlemen that shot a gun on top of the dam
yesterday morning at a sign, and cased a house on the corner of 4th and Yosemite. 911 was
called. Two of the gentlemen's names are Ryder and Isaac and they appear to come and go
from the Renaissance property. I've shared videos and these details with Melodie (and
Maryann) At Renaissance (as well as other neighbors).

In regards to other gun shots, they seem to be consistently under reported (as someone else
mentioned, but it's hard to know not seeing the report DPD is sharing). In looking back at our
neighborhood text chain from January until now (99 days), approx. 20 gun shot events were
reported to 911 (in a couple cases non-emergency). These aren't all of the gun shot incidents
of course, as we get complacent about calling at times since there is rarely response and/or
resolution. That's 20% of the time. How does this compare with other areas in District 3 and
the City?

A. Mary Carr: The shooting activity is exclusively the jurisdiction of DPD, so I will let them
respond to that.

Officer Grimsley: DPD does not have the ability to track posts on apps. 911 is the only way
to report criminal activity, suspicious occurrences to the police department. Residents should
always call 911 when there is a crime in progress.

OFF-LEASH DOGS

Q. Every day, people at Tailwind let their dogs off leash to run in the grass, play fetch, etc. |
haven't submitted this previously, but it is against park rules and with a child with severe dog
allergies, he's terrified to ride his scooter or bike outside our front door since there are so
many off leash dogs. I don't know if additional signage can be implemented or some other
mitigation effort. I did hear tonight, we should report this to 311, however from my
knowledge, DPD and CCD can't enforce anything in Tailwind since it's a LCMA park, so
where does that leave us? The animal control dispatch never comes from my or my
neighbors' experience. This is a daily occurrence - especially after 3 p.m., so can they do



random enforcement? This is separate from the number of dogs - particularly three dogs -
from Renaissance that get loose a couple times per week.

Also, there is a woman who either drives in or has people drive in for dog training classes or
meet ups each week. The dogs are always off leash. I can't remember the night, it might be
Wednesday nights.

A. Mary Carr: Off-leash dogs in LCMA parks are enforced by the City of Denver's Animal
Control Department. DPD won't respond to off-leash dog calls, but, just for reference, the
LCMA has an agreement on file with DPD so that they can respond to activity in Tailwind
Park that is against the rules. The signs around Tailwind Park provide the dispatch phone
number for Animal Control to report dogs off-leash. We are in communication with Animal
Control and regularly request additional patrols, but it's kind of like DPD - it all depends on
their staffing and on what else is going on in the City of Denver at that time.

DOG WASTE
Q. To echo what others in the meeting expressed, this is always an issue. It's also an issue in
the main grass area - there is often so much waste kids can't play there.

A. Mary Carr: We have requested bids from dog waste pickup companies to do weekly pick-
ups at Tailwind Park since, despite the many dog waste stations around the park, folks are
still not cleaning up after their dogs. We are currently receiving and reviewing the bids and
should have the dog waste pickup contract in place before Memorial Day

CONSTRUCTION

Q. Is there a way to encourage Red Peak to clean up the construction site at the corner of
Alton Way and 5th? There have been many nails, roofing nails, metal scraps, etc. on the
sidewalks.

A: Mary Carr: Yes, I will contact Red Peak and ask them to clean up the construction debris.
Our design guidelines require that developers keep a tidy construction site with no debris

littering surrounding areas.

Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m.



