Minutes: East Lowry Town Hall
Tuesday, April 20, 2021
4:00pm — 6:00pm

Held via Zoom

PARTICIPANTS
Denver City Councilwoman District 5, Amanda Sawyer

o

o

o

Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer, DenverCouncil5@denver.gov.org, 720-337-5555
Logan Fry, Council Aide, Logan.Fry@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555
Jenn Gross, Council Aide, Jennifer.gross@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555

Denver City Councilman District 6, Paul Kashmann

o

Councilman Paul Kashmann, Chair of Safety, Housing & Homelessness Committee,
Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org

Denver Police Department District 3 (DPD)

O
O
O
O

O
O

Commander Rick Kyle, Rick.Kyle@denvergov.org, 720-913-1275

Lieutenant Ron McDaniel, Ronald.McDaniel@denvergov.org, 720-913-1153

Sergeant Jennifer Guigli, CROs and Traffic Enforcement, Jennifer.Guigli@denvergov.org
Lieutenant Eranda Piyasena, overnight shift/street racing,
Eranda.Piyasena@denvergov.org

Officer Mike Borquez, CRO, Mike.Borquez@denvergov.org, 720-913-1183

Officer Matt Grimsley, CRO, Matthew.Grimsley@denvergov.org, 720-913-1218

Denver Department of Housing Stability (HOST)

(0]

Debra Bustos, Debra.Bustos@denvergov.org

Denver Department of Transportation & Infrastructure (DOTI)

o

(0]

Afor Chavez, afor.chavez@denvergov.org, 720-865-8716
Dana Hoffman, dana.hoffman@denvergov.org

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)

o

(0]

o

Bill Windsor, Chief Real Estate Officer, bwindsor@coloradocoalition.org
Peter Dybing, Director Safety and Security, pdybing@coloradocoalition.org

Amy Moore, Vice President, Property Management Renaissance Property Mgmt Corp,
amoore@coloradocoalition.org

Matt Mohr, Regional Property Director Renaissance Property Mgmt Corp,
mmohr@coloradocoalition.org

Tangy Brents, Property Manager Renaissance Apartments,

tbrents@coloradocoalition.org

Tac Bonney, Assistant Manager, Renaissance and Lowry Blvd.,

tbonney@coloradocoalition.org

Dr. Jason Lester, Director of Family Services, jlester@coloradocoalition.org

Maria Stein, Program Manager, family supports and services program,
mstein@coloradocoalition.org

Lowry Community Master Association (LCMA)

o

Mary Carr, Executive Director, mary.carr.lowry@gmail.com, 720-583-5262

Lowry United Neighborhoods (LUN)
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Kathy Head, Co-Chair, kathyheadl@comcast.net, 720-985-4275

Carla McConnell, Co-Chair & Lowry Design and Review Committee,
carlamcconnell@comcast.net, 303-888-0261

Barb DeSarro, Traffic and Safety Committee, bwdesarro@hotmail.com
Cat Holmes, Board Member and East Park resident, cath0513@yahoo.com
Paul Vranas, United Lowry Committee, paulvranas@gmail.com

e East Park Cottages Residents
e Renaissance Apartments Residents

o Dain Schiele, LUN Board Member, dainschiele6@gmail.com
e Additional unknown call-in participants

REMINDERS & REQUESTS - CW Sawyer
Inclusive
e Everyone is welcome
e Keep your comments brief so everyone has time to participate
e Everyone will get one opportunity to speak before a second round of comments
e Moderator will leave everyone except the speaker on mute
e To make a comment or ask a question, use the “raise your hand” button

Respectful
e Tensions are high, but please remain respectful in your tone and choice of words
e When disagreeing, please focus on the idea and not the person
e We all share the responsibility to stop the spread of false information, especially on social media

CRIME UPDATE - DPD3

Crime stats along Alton/Tailwind Park

e Data through February 2021
e Comparable to last year at this time, with except for property crime. Numbers small, but
percentages (+154% from 2019) high
o Motor vehicle — up from 2 last year to 6 this year
o Auto thefts — up from 1 last year to 6 this year
o Cars most targeted; Kias, Hyundais, older Hondas
o Garage burglaries when keys are left in vehicles/in sight
e Residents can find local crime statistics at
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/police-department/crime-
information/crime-map.html

Drag Racing — Lt. Piyasena, overnight Lieutenant

e Metro-wide, and around the U.S.
e  Fluid situation, using larger number of law enforcement to manage these larger groups of drag
racers, who tend to be more bold.
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Lowry racing the other weekend was not anticipated — much later at night, usually drag racing
ends by midnight. This group didn’t come up on social media ahead of time, notification came
only when residents called in. Officers got out there and started the breakup as soon as calls
started.
CROs and DOTI are looking into changing city policies to allow things like speed bumps, etc. to
manage this
Community needed to be extra set of ears to find drag racers
Challenge — are cars just speeding as they pass through or are they drag racing? Concerned that
reckless driving to get away from officers will create a worse safety hazard. Also looking at use
of HALO cameras, etc. to trace and track.
o HALO cameras at ice rink caught the activity
o Have other HALO cameras requested by LCMA done in yet?
= Checked with bureau in charge of cameras, request sent to vendor for cameras,
need to find out if bandwidth in the area can support the cameras
=  Optimal areas for 2 cameras found at Tailwinds park
Can take action at gathering points, though limited in what they can do. Will not risk increasing
reckless driving in the process of pursuit.
Claims of shooting near the Renaissance Apts last week — but was not reported so DPD has no
information about anyone shot — community must report

DOTI UPDATE

Summer season — busy repair season repaving, updating signs, striping clear, filling potholes
Large part of S. Monaco, smaller portions of S Quebec and S Oneida streets
Speed data collected on Yosemite, both racing and generalized slight speeding
o Speeds have not reached threshold for infrastructure solution at this time, but please
report incidents
Didn’t resolve double sided signs at Alton Way, Dana thought that they were put in, will follow
up to resolve
DOTI are collecting counts again along roadways. They go out to groupings to consultant every
couple of months, we’ll see when Alton Way will be on the list — possibly this summer.
Installation of lights around permitter of Tailwinds park.
e Confirmed with Xcel that they upped the wattage for lights on city property adjacent to the
park more than 6 months ago.
e Not a drastic change but doubles the wattage when the bulbs are updated.

LCMA UPDATE

Not much to report beyond HALO cameras and the best 2 intersections for their placement

o waiting to hear back from DPD with contracts
Q for DPD: will they be doing any speed tracking along Alton cause DOTI isn’t doing that anytime
soon.



o Speed enforcement sign at 400 block at S Alton way block. Tracking showed average
speed was UNDER the speed limit. We can keep an eye on it and check again in 3 years.
e 2 development proposals going through Lowry design review process
o Town homes for rental on cold storage site currently owned by CO historical society.
Will have LOTS of parking on site (this is not going to city council)
o Corner of Lowry Blvd and Yosemite, currently Machebeuf baseball field, likely
independent & assisted living facility
=  Machebeuf will go through rezoning process.
= |tis astep down facility — independent, assisted, memory care living. There will
be developer outreach with public comment at yet to be scheduled planning
board and city council meetings. Developer working to do outreach to
community

LUN UPDATE
Paul Vranas

e Thanks to LCMA about rules change regarding balcony storage, so bikes can be stored on
balconies now

e Thanked Tangy for her responsiveness, and Bill. Monthly check-ins, status updates, progress.
Still haven’t set up tenant’s council — hard during COVID? Lack of interest?

e Heard concerns about balconies being replaced with Juliet balconies, removing outdoor space
for residents

e Lost CCH social worker, would love to re-engage and support CCH needs

e Partnering with Lowry Elementary to provide after school tutoring to help kiddos catch up,
where will it be held. Looking at a couple of programs with CSU extension program; 4H, civic
capacity index to get more of community socially engaged

Barb DeSarro
e Thanks to DOTI for
o Crosswalks at Fairmount at Sports Park Blvd
o Soon to install a missing chevron sign at Yosemite/Dayton roundabout
e What will it take to get a crosswalk at 4™ and Yosemite?
o Ped crossing warning signs are coming, yield style signs. Counts show not enough
crossings as per guidelines for full crosswalk.
e Hoping for counts before another 2 years, and during the summer, as they’ll have higher counts
o DOTI - looking to do something else, volumes based on land use around them. Will help
ID crossing locations and improvements more rapidly than based on crossings.
e Crossings go to dog park, Barb thinks 5™ Pl would be better than Sports Park for this
e The way the counts are done, not sure the crossing is the best way to determine a pedestrian
assist, people may avoid certain crossings due to being unsafe
o itis a chicken/egg situation, balance. First make sure it’s safe, then don’t want
crosswalks at every corner — with low use drivers will ignore them.



o The tool being developed will help figure where the desire to cross is, even if unsafe.
Rollout isn’t ready to be presented.
e How much do photo radar feedback signs cost?
e Different versions range, $2500-$4000, trailers add cost. Ongoing costs for cloud service (so
don’t have to go to units to collect data).
e  Follow up question usually is why don’t we just buy them and install? We’re not allowed to
as City doesn’t allow for private purchasing and installation of them as a community.

CCH UPDATE

Physical upgrades and process fixes:

e Numerous repairs to fence, keeping it in as good shape as possible. Fence itself is deteriorating,
not sure who owner is, wood needs protective coating

e Closed off an entry way to parking lot, reduced traffic through it at night

e Taking bids for defensive plantings, looking to install in May.

e Revised security plans

e Lighting at ctr of parking lot repaired

e Received bids and contracted for additional cameras, expecting May installation

e No additional turnover in staff

e Keeping and repairing balconies. Got engineering report to add structural integrity to them.

Security Report

e Security operations reflect season currently in. Solid data letting us know what happens with
each season, surge with kids being out of school, vandalism will likely go up

e Mobile pod enforcement —includes 2 security officers, an internal nighttime security manager
for CCH, and an off duty DPD officer to come into property on short notice if need be, and
available proactively to put more people there when needed

e Generally low acuity property for us, incidents other than kids’ mischief is few and far between.
Will get extra resources to mitigate

o Looking to get tax credits to rehab the property. We know we need paint, windows — looking for
financial resource for that.

Tenant Services

o Monthly resident newsletter to communicate what’s going on on-site
e Covid keeps from gathering in large groups, but Tangy and Maria created resident’s store w/in
the clubhouse for them to use, has been very impactful.
o Events where they can get packaged items.
o Want to get neighborhood watch program started but community is not Zoom and
Teams savvy enough, this will ramp up when in person training can happen.
e Have someone on-site for residents for walk-ins and to also go out into the community to
inquire as to what assistance is needed



e Reiterated success of Lowry store and it’s work in building community. They want to partner
with families in Lowry to make it a premier experience with case and clinical case mgmt.

Family Support Services

e We've historically encouraged residents to come to case mgmt offices, and to step in when
residents let them know they need help.

e Free store is pretty fantastic, offering items they usually can’t afford. Baby needs, some clothes,
food pantry items, some limited furniture.

e  Majority is donation based, depends on what becomes available to CCH.

e East Park residents help supply the store? How can that work?
e YES! Would help them get needed items that might be hard to get otherwise.

Community

e Community room. How can we help with programming/resources while still allowing for
community room uses?

e Taking reopening slower with doctor and emergency mgmt. guidelines to keep residents and
staff safe. Intention is to reopen when science says it is safe

e Vaccine clinics through health center and corporate office every Tues and Thurs. But not on-
site. Will welcome on-site vaccination clinics.

e The recent successes is a result of stabilized staffing and the cooperative work as a result

e Food program will be maintained, a matter of creative storage ideas

e LUN/LCMA can publish specific needs on our social and newsletter, with times/locations to
drop off.

Security & Safety Issues

e What is CCH doing regarding residents safety walking in and out of home, or feel threatened
from neighbor?

e Goalis to follow up on complaints with program staff to mitigate.

e |tis hard to get actionable information, need some proof to demand action/response. First
approach is to work with program staff. Very cautious about taking actions that violate rights of
other residents. All residents have right to due process.

e Beyond that, if necessary it will become police matter — illegal activity, threats. Actionable info is
important to take further action.

o Eviction moratoriums geared towards rent and minor infractions. Evictions only with
most violent grievances.
o Canonly go as far as a legal demand without a police report to back up an eviction.

COMMENTS & QUESTIONS

East Park Neighbors

e East Park Cottages owns fence, putting off improvement pending sourcing and stopping the
points of destruction.



o Doing walk through on 5/17, let’s do together and discuss
Dog walking station on Alton way appreciated
Would appreciate knowing what relationship exists or could be created with Aurora Com
College and facilities across Lowry Blvd, there is good outdoor space there. But crossing is not
safe.

o Looked into this a year ago as to what Aurora is planning. CO com college organization is
developing plan for the site but the transfer of land from the Air Force isn’t sent until
maybe 2023.

o Is there a master plan yet? Can team D5 encourage a visioning process for that side of
Lowry? Not sure if the intent is to engage the entire Lowry Community (both Aurora and
Denver) There are vacant dorms there, but there is asbestos in the buildings. Can they
be remediated for use?

= This property is in Aurora, and not part of LCMA.

= Property was transferred, but property will be released in 2023 for sale,
released from gift restriction.

= There have been some strategic plans, probably waiting to see which parcels
they will keep and which they will sell. Expect development in the next few
years.

= We can ask to be included in design review, but not required. All we can do is
request to be informed, participate.

Community Garden

Run through DUG as to who has access, how prioritized.

CCH provides space, not mgmt. They were supposed to give residents priority.

People can go on DUG site and apply for a spot, and then people get priority to stay where they
have been, not much turnover. When a spot opens up they go to next in line.

There is some open space that is otherwise unused, can that be used for residents gardening?
Suggestion to call DUG to give priority to Ren. Apts residents when spots do open up

Bill W will investigate with goal of having residents using more plots

Another potential at Lowry Elementary with CSU partnership

Resident Councils

There’s been talk for the last few meetings about resident councils at CCH sites, is there some kind of
plan to move forward with that?

COVID we can’t provide a safe environment for this. Will resume when safe.

Other residents need to be willing to speak up and participate like Dain, but a goal this year is to,
once safe, knock doors and get people involved

As weather improves meeting outside is a viable option and meets city guidelines

FOLLOW UP & NEXT STEPS

DOTI



Double sided stop signs need to be installed
Speeds on Alton Way and Yosemite continue to be an issue
e CCH
Set up Residents Council when safe
Balconies, defensive plantings and other LCMA-required maintenance needs to be done
Connect with LUN and neighbors re support of residents store
Follow up with DUG re: urban gardens for residents
Join fence walk through with East Park Cottages
e East Park — Fix fence (walk through on 5/17)
e D5 — Mobile vaccine clinic to Blue Spruce and Ren Apts
e DPD - Track speeds at Yosemite and Alton Way and do as much speed intervention as they can
e LCMA —follow up on HALO cameras and help get contracts sorted

O O O O O

Follow-up as sent by DOTI on 4/26/2021

e Request for double-sided stop signs at Alton Way and 5. A work order has been written to get
these installed. Our crews should be able to get them in in ~2 months.

e Request for counts at the 400 block of Alton Way at 400 block. DPD has collected counts at this
location and shared them with DOTI. While in some cases we will collect our own counts to get
more information (e.g. vehicle weight class) or slightly more accurate counts (tubes are slightly
more accurate than radar). However, given speed is the only listed concern here and DPD counts
show average speed is below the speed limit, we will not be ordering additional counts at this
location in order to be sensitive to using limited funds responsibly.

e Request to know what the old cold storage site access and roadway requirements will be of the
new development. We understand the constituent was referring to 523 Golfers Way. DOTI has
reviewed and approved the initial concept with comments. The site will be keeping its current
single access off Alton, which DOTI has approved. DOTI comments include requiring standard
width sidewalks and ADA ramps. We do not believe that Transportation Engineering Plan or traffic
study will be required of this development. We are happy to answer any other questions about
the site and DOTI requirements of new development.

e We are still following up on the request for a crossing treatment on Lowry across from Aurora
Community College. This will require coordination with the City of Aurora, and so may take some
time.



