Minutes: East Lowry Town Hall
Thursday, October 22, 2020
4:00pm — 6:00pm

Held via Zoom

Participants
Denver City Councilwoman District 5, Amanda Sawyer

o

o

o

o

Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer, DenverCouncil5@denver.gov.org, 720-337-5555
JoyAnn Ruscha, Chief of Staff, Joyann.Ruscha@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555
Logan Fry, Council Aide, Logan.Fry@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555

Jenn Gross, Council Aide, Jennifer.gross@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555

Denver Police Department District 3 (DPD)

(0]

(0]

(0]

(0]

(0]

Commander Rick Kyle, Rick.Kyle@denvergov.org, 720-913-1275

Lieutenant Ron McDaniel, Ronald.McDaniel@denvergov.org, 720-913-1153
Sergeant Kevin Curtis, Kevin.Curtis@denvergov.org, 720-913-1158

Officer Mike Borquez, Mike.Borquez@denvergov.org, 720-913-1183
Officer Matt Grimsley, Matthew.Grimsley@denvergov.org, 720-913-1218

Denver City Attorney’s Office (CAQO)

(0]

Dan Butler, Daniel.butler@denvergov.org, 720-913-8050

Denver Department of Housing Stability (HOST)
Denver Department of Transportation & Infrastructure (DOTI)

(0]

(0]

(0]

Afor Chavez, afor.chavez@denvergov.org, 720-865-8716
Jason Gallardo, Jason.gallardo@denergov.org, 720-865-8723
Dana Hoffman, dana.hoffman@denvergov.org

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)

(0]

O O O O

John Parvensky, President and CEO jparvensky@coloradocoalition.org
Bill Windsor, Chief Real Estate Officer, bwindsor@coloradocoalition.org
Peter Dybing, Director Safety and Security, pdybing@coloradocoalition.org

Amy Moor, Vice President, Property Management, amoore@coloradocoalition.org
Matt Mohr, Regional Manager, mmohr@coloradocoalition.org

Mike Malloy, Vice President, Facilities and Safety, mmalloy@coloradocoalition.org, 303-
312-9912

Lowry Community Master Association Board Members (LCMA)

(0]

Mary Carr, Executive Director, mary.carr.lowry@gmail.com, 720-583-5262

Lowry United Neighborhoods Board Members (LUN)

o

o

o

o

Kathy Head, Co-Chair, kathyheadl@comcast.net, 720-985-4275
Carla McConnell, Co-Chair, carlamcconnell@comcast.net, 303-888-0261
Barb DeSarro, Traffic and Safety Committee, bwdesarro@hotmail.com

Paul Vranas, paulvranas@gmail.com

East Park Cottages Residents
Renaissance Apartments Residents

o

Dain Schiele

Additional unknown call-in participants
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Reminders and Requests - CW Sawyer
Inclusive

Everyone is welcome

Keep your comments brief so everyone has time to participate

Everyone will get one opportunity to speak before a second round of comments
Moderator will leave everyone except the speaker on mute

To make a comment or ask a question, use the “raise your hand” button

Respectful

Tensions are high, but please remain respectful in your tone and choice of words
When disagreeing, please focus on the idea and not the person
We all share the responsibility to stop the spread of false information, especially on social media

Crime Update and Action Discussion, DPD3 — Introduction of Lt. Ron McDaniel. W/ DPD3 for many
years, in this role 1 month.

Crime stats along Alton/Tailwind Park

93 reports YTD as of mid-October
Crime is up in general — especially in 2 categories

o Aggravated assaults — all suspects accounted for

o Motor vehicle thefts — Chevy Trucks, SUVs in particular. CROs are getting more clubs to

distribute

2020 is an anomaly in crime statistics so they are no valuable to look at currently, but we are
watching this for the future
Residents can find local crime statistics at
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/police-department/crime-
information/crime-map.html

DOTI Action Update — Dana Hoffman

Issues raised last meeting

Speeding along Yosemite and Alton
Location of lighting
Right of way infrastructure

Action taken since April

Tailwind Park — city only owns right of way adjacent to park, lights owned by Xcel. Lighting
consistent with residential area.

Lights along Alton changed to LED — brighter

Intersection Alton/5™ Ave — many ignored stop sign, added stop bar at 4 way stop, stop signs
improved for visibility, Cross walks installed in all directions (in process)

Intersection Alton/4™" Pl — stop bar installed for 2 way stop (in process)


https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/police-department/crime-information/crime-map.html
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/police-department/crime-information/crime-map.html

LOWRY REPORT
LUN - Paul Vranas

e Working to create a more inclusive community
e Some East Park residents joined the LUN board
e Planning social even for the spring or when possible for entire community to come together

LCMA - Mary Carr, Executive Director

e Working with DPD to determine best locations for HALO cameras in/around Tailwind park
o  Will choose 2 locations for good coverage — DPD making process survey to figure out
what is going on inside park vs. outside
e CPTED Study in April — Decisions Made
o Considered possible tree trimming, but community voted not to do this
o Lighting in park — need to run electrical lines in, security consultants said lights might
invite more people in after hours so this will not be done
e QOutdoor facilities
o All LCMA park playgrounds closed based on public health guidance
o Struggle with Tailwind park litter from increased use, trying to keep up. Please report
damage and trash they might miss.

CCH - John Parvensky, CCH President CEO; Mike Malloy, CCH VP of Facilities & Safety; Bill Windsor,
Chief Real Estate Officer; Peter Dybing, Director Safety & Security; Amy Moor, Vice President, Property
Management; Matt Mohr, Regional Manager.

Briefly addressed tragic incident, DV murder on site last month
After first meeting in April CCH agreed to:

e Fencing, defensive planting along barrier w/ East Park Cottages — getting vendors was a
challenge, finally adequate bids to review and choose vendor to start by year’s end

e Video cameras on that side to reduce trespassers and vandalism — just were able to get enough
bids to review in October (delayed due to COVID)

Identified CCH Community Issues:

e Management turnover

e Fear about letting kids play outside

e  Multiple reports that guards are remaining in their cars

e Guards are not respected when intervening. What is their effectiveness?
e Cars drag racing in parking lot — install speed bumps to help?

Feedback from Renaissance Resident — living at Renaissance for 5 years

e When bad things happen, reports get brushed off. Had conversations, security came but they
just sit at blocked entrance a bunch, sometimes building #5, sometimes laundromat



o New lights between buildings 4 & 8 were too expensive, but they got new trees, sod, wood
chips, and pool repair. A light in the middle of the parking lot would provide security.

e Cars speed through buildings 4, 5, & 8, & by mailboxes

o People are too afraid to report this. Dain sees people fighting, arguing, he won’t let his kids
outside the building, takes them to the parks a bit further away.

e Dain has talked to Paul about starting a neighborhood watch to come up with plan to report
needs to CCH.

e This is why Dain is present — no one has reached out to anyone in his building about resources
after the DV incident and no one knew about this meeting other than those Dain told.

CCH Response to Concerns:
3 guard vendors

e Denver Metro — meant to remain in cars
e Invictus —tours of property hourly, CCH tracks randomly
e Off duty DPD
o Guard program is designed to be random. With limited budget, residents and others
shouldn’t know the guards schedule.
o Disappointed to hear about drag racing, will work to discourage, and anything that Paul
can do to get residents to give actionable accounts/information is always helpful
o Resident councils at properties, though Lowry Blvd council fell away and hard to rebuild
during COVID, but interest is there among residents to do so and participate in the
greater community
o Turnover in property managers — big demand now for those with this skill set, and many
prefer straight up property management without CCH clients. Compensation has been
increased, assistant managers hired, to make jobs more enticing. And invest via training.
Managers move to other properties as they get promoted. Prior manager on site for 2
years, current manager on site for 1 year.
o Only 2 entrances to property, 1 is blocked. Not sure how drag racing is happening

Question & Answer period
Q — what are strategies to deal with the bad apples?

A —John Parvensky: tenant friendly law that require repeated serious violations of lease to evict —
they’ve had evictions denied to keep people housed, or incidents do not justify eviction. Can’t evict on
here say, need actionable information, difficult to obtain in this environment - want to honor residents

CW Sawyer: where you live is NOT who you are
Q’s for Police

Q - The parking lot has loud parties, speeding, broken glass, etc. until all hours —is there an ordinance to
stop it?



A — People can call for ticket issuance for disturbing the peace, noise ordinance is for incidents w/in the
building, and the ticket must be signed by recipient.

CW Sawyer: City noise ordinance is that Voice Don’t Count. More often these end up being police
enforced as most calls are placed after 311 closes for the day

Dain Schiele: Disturbing the peace can happen any time of day, noise has to be intense for action.
Ordinance 38101 — additional protections between 10pm and 7am

Q — Can gates be installed to minimize traffic in Lowry Sports Park?
A — The Council office will request it

Q — Will DOTI collect speed data along Alton Way again? Not enough speed data for the interventions,
what do we need?

A — Dana Hoffman looked at April requests with a city engineer

e  DOTI will never fully close a road

e Rely on crash and speed data for road treatments, currently relying on 2 year old data

e 3yearsis general rule of thumb for speed tests unless there is a big uptick to 85" percentile, if
speeds/number of speeders up to 85" percentile you can submit a request

Sgt Kevin Curtis(?): They saw speeding and make suggestions for the work that DOTI just completed.
CW Sawyer: Speeding on Yosemite Way sometimes up to 75 mph is the focus of traffic safety group.

Dana Hoffman: Which section of Yosemite Way? DOTI is taking speed counts for the northern stretch
due to 311 calls, will then see which tools will be appropriate. Counts are taken in groupings, didn’t take
any counts during the lockdown so behind schedule. Increased speed racing around the city and we
don’t have many tools. There is a more direct way to report speed racing via the state, *277,
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/csp/report-aggressive-driver

Q — Have HALO cameras been placed in Sports Park? If not, is it being considered?

A — Park is owned by Denver Parks & Rec. Good idea, as there is crime in the parking lot. The Council
office will request it.

Q - For CCH about leases — do they address behavioral expectations? Responsibility for guests?

A — CCH uses HUD approved leases that protects tenants — tenants can only be evicted for repeated,
serious violations. Agenda for expectations on behavior, but these behavioral codes are not always
cause for eviction and are challenging to enforce. Long term visitors must get same screening as tenants.

Dain Schiele:

e Is there a way to have more officers closer to Lowry to respond more quickly?
e Isthere a cop shop style option?
e  Will regular patrols of East Park/Lowry continue?

Lt McDaniel:


https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/csp/report-aggressive-driver

Action

DPD3

LUN

LCMA

CCH

We try to spread out officers as evenly as possible, priority of calls redeploys officers

Officers don’t respond from the station, there are always cars assigned out. Lost lease on cop
shop on Leetsdale and hoping to reopen one in 2021.

As much as we can, and respond to crime as it happens based on real time data

Items and Follow-Up

Continue working with management
Install planned HALO cameras

Completion of road/lighting improvements by Tailwind park
Data collection along Yosemite Way as per 311 calls to begin work on appropriate solution

Continue to support neighbors through involvement in the community and a planned social in
the spring, COVID permitting

Will choose locations and install 2 HALO cameras with DPD3

Creating/created retention programs for on-site residence managers

Receptive to suggestions for capital improvements as they work on next year’s budget

Will replace broken parking lot lighting

Will look into speeding/drag racing issues in parking lot

Will listen to feedback about communication issues with Renaissance residents and implement
changes to address these issues

Council Office

Will request gates, lighting and HALO cameras at Lowry sports park
Meet again in 6 months to continue to discuss progress on these issues
Will continue to facilitate these discussions and support the community as requested



