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East Park Lowry Six-Month Neighborhood Check-in Virtual Townhall 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

MEETING MINUTES 

Participants & Contact List 

• Denver City Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer, denvercouncil5@denvergov.org, 720-337-
5555 

o Logan Fry, Logan.Fry@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555 
o Owen Brigner, Owen.Brigner@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555 
o Jenn Gross, Jennifer.Gross@denvergov.org, 720-337-5555 
o Juan Sipion, Juan.Sipion@denvergov.org 720-337-5555 

• City of Aurora At-Large Councilman Curtis Gardner, cgardner@auroragov.org  
• Aurora Police Department (APD) 

o Commander Robert Jackson, rjackson@auroragov.org  
• Denver Police Department (DPD) 

o Lieutenant Ryan Harris, Ryan.Harris@denvergov.org  
o Officer Matthew Grimsley, CRO, Matthew.Grimsley@denvergov.org, 720-913-

1218 
o Technician Mike Borquez, Mike.Borquez@denvergov.org  
o Christie Mochoruk, Community Engagement, Christie.Moshoruk@denvergov.org  

• Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI) 
o Perry Edman, Community Designer District 5,  Perry.Edman@denvergov.org  

• Colorado Coalition for the Homeless (CCH) 
o Adam Mingal, General Counsel,  
o John Saint, Manager of Volunteer Services and In-Kind Giving, 

jsaint@coloradocoalition.org  
o Jennifer Cloud, Chief Real Estate Officer, jcloud@coloradocoalition.org  
o Tom Easler, Regional Property Director,  
o Cathy Vannerson, VP of Housing,  
o Maryann Gutierrez, Renaissance Property Manager, 

mgutierrez@coloradocoalition.org 
• Lowry Community Master Association (LCMA) 

o Mary Carr, Executive Director, mary.carr.lowry@gmail.com, 720-583-5262 
• Preservation Tree Care, LCMA’s contracted arborists, https://preservationtreecare.net/  

o Jon Carleton, General Manger 
o Matthew Shepayo, Founder & President  

• Lowry United Neighborhoods (LUN) 
o Kathy Head, Co-Chair, kathyhead1@comcast.net, 720-985-4275 
o Barb DeSarro, Traffic and Safety Committee, bwdesarro@hotmail.com 
o Cat Holmes, Board Member and East Park Resident, cath0513@yahoo.com 
o Carla McConnell, Co-Chair, carlamcconnell@comcast.net 
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• East Park Cottages 
o David Matteocci, Vice President, dmatteocci@hotmail.com 

 

LCMA Update  

Mary Carr 

• Tailwind Park is privately owned by LCMA 
• CPTED report conducted in 2020 by DPD D3 officers with 2 recommendations 

o Add lighting to the interior of the park 
o Limb up the evergreen trees surrounding the park to improve visibility 

• LCMA was concerned that interior lighting would give impression that the park was open 
at night with increased lighting, and limbing up the trees would affect aesthetics of park 

• New type of crime in the last year surrounding the park – people driving by the park and 
shooting into the park, bullets sometimes would cross park and lodge into housing and 
signs 

• Decision made to revisit the CPTED recommendations including walk through of park 
with CROs to get specific about the recommendations, Radiant regarding the lighting and 
Preservation regarding the trees to make sure lighting would not be invasive to 
surrounding properties and hold to dark skies initiative, and be healthy for trees 

o Board approved to implement CPTED recommendations 
• Power will be pulled into the park for lighting underneath the shade structure and another 

light pole will pull power into the park and now will allow for events in the park that 
require power 

o Lighting will be on timers that can be shut on and off, and dimmed 
o Park will be able to host concerts and movie nights, will launch with take back 

Tailwind part concert with Hazel Miller on Friday Sept. 15th as well as many city 
agency/services representatives 

• Incidences inside Tailwind Park 
o More recently around the park than inside 
o Unauthorized fence/property damage 
o DPD successfully addressed drug activity 
o Activity ebbs and flows 

• Explanation of CPTED recommendations by Officer Grimsley/DPD D3 CRO 
o Goal of increasing natural surveillance – remove obstructions 
o With trees down low officers driving by can’t see into park, see if there is 

anything of concern (esp. when responding to calls), also allows neighbors to 
observe. 

o Lighting – concern about it attracting activity, but it will allow for surveillance as 
well 

• Preservation Tree Care 

mailto:District5TrafficEngineer@denvergov.org
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o Understands that trees are a significant concern to Lowry residents – 1295 trees 
total 

o Both low and raised skirts of evergreen trees are healthy and natural 
o Will closely monitor trees, offer any additional supplemental care; nutrients, 

additional water, etc. now that pruning is complete 
o Confident and comfortable that trees will be fine post pruning 

 

Crime Update – DPD3  

Lieutenant Ryan Harris/Officer Grimsley/Mike Borquez/Christie Mochoruk 

• Crime trend data from Tailwind, and all of Lowry 
o Person crime continues to be an issue  
o Crime changed in 2020 both in Denver and nationally 
o 3 crime categories 

 Person crimes – assault, weapon, domestic offenses – are on the rise 
 Property crimes – car break ins, auto theft, burglary – over 20% down 

since January in Denver, only 9% metro-wide 
 Public crimes – crimes against the government, ie drugs, driving offenses 

o Trending in right direction. At times last year up ~60% over 3-year average, now 
down to 20-30% and 3 year average in the district is 61, reduced from 80 

o Shots fired is part of this – when shots fired at a house, each person in the house is 
a victim, all of whom contribute to the count. 

o Directed and lighted patrols push in November, now to more sustainable patrol. 
Overall good strides  

• CPTED evaluation and implementation – this is data driver policing. The department 
uses data to back up any recommendation given and implemented and is proven crime 
reduction strategy. Feels confident with implementation and strategies that they will be 
able to reduce crimes further in the area 

• Comprehensive Strategy components 
• Steering Wheel lock give away 
• Partnering to reduce theft – 40% of auto thefts are Honda and Kia models. Working with 

dealerships to promote software upgrade to eliminate easy way to manipulate steering 
wheel.  

• DenverTrack – details on the program are also in the ppt 
o Found program in Cook County, IL to use GPS tracking via built in GPS (2015 

models or newer) or air tag/tile/etc, systems and registration to track vehicle more 
easily 

o Advertise the program to offenders that the car is being tracked to reduce the 
desire to steal a car 

o Register vehicle with DPD to authorize tracking in case of auto theft at this link 
https://us.openforms.com/Form/503efec6-6c8b-4d47-ac6e-947a98fe6db4 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us.openforms.com/Form/503efec6-6c8b-4d47-ac6e-947a98fe6db4__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TdElRNv-RlUDtZGP0QpQf99wBe7PpmhL6esHDfC5gSTCS5rXlQZwtwVGBTHG0-SgHfjkmUYGopY-F0fTZAgXF_fj8-SpOadJaTA$
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o Those who register their vehicles are send stickers for driver’s side window to 
show that vehicle is being tracked by DPD 

o If vehicle is reported stolen, then DPD can take over working with GPS tracking 
services to track down the vehicle 
 DPD will only utilize permission to track if vehicle is reported stolen! 

o 1800 vehicles signed up for program so far, none of those vehicles have been 
stolen once signed up. Recognizes some vehicles will be stolen at some point. 

o If vehicle is stolen, Lt. Harris supervises Denver Auto Theft team with 
experienced officers and detectives with a goal of recovering all stolen vehicles. 
Work is done in a covert manner for safety for all. 

o Even if not registered for DenverTrack but vehicle is tracking, they can still track 
down. 

• With auto theft decreasing, other crime categories reduce. One of their community 
partners reduced auto theft by 30%, leading to 39% reduction in crime overall 

• Part of challenge in East Park is result from street racing and Sunday parties at Lowry 
Sports Park 

• Updates on communications with Aurora PD; working with them running operations at 
Yosemite border with com Jackson. Offenders of crimes don’t see jurisdictional 
boundaries, working on a program with DenverTrack with Aurora PD, figuring out how 
to collaborate and work as team on investigations 
 

 

DPR Updates  

Dan Rockne – manager of DPR parks in Lowry  

• Addressing challenges at Lowry Sports Park and Machebeuf 
• Met with DPD a few weeks ago 

o Step one, close off east end of Sports Blvd on weekends to deter street racers from 
gathering there, working so far. DPR has also closed off Machebeuf parking lot. 

o CW Sawyer acknowledged Xcel for brightening and replacing lighting along 
Lowry Sports Blvd 

o DPD – After action review to assess what’s going on after the recent incidents. 
There is a supervisor to take reports to speed up enforcement. Getting it blocked 
off really helped 

o Street racing issues will be an issue this summer, but will use command post, 
intel, and open-sourced intel to get officers to right place at right time 

• Other DPR updates – hoping sports park closure will just be temporary, if street racing 
moves elsewhere, they will reopen on weekends 

• Explosion in the park was turned over to Denver Fire. Cannot share information on 
ongoing investigation. 

• Machebeuf parking lot barriers cut, and cars are loitering in lot again in last few days 
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o Dan received permanent concrete barriers in his shop. He will block off this lot. 
• Schedule for Sports Blvd closure has not formal schedule, but the plan is to closer Friday 

nights and reopen Monday mornings 
 

Andrew Latson, Interim Director of Montclair Rec Center 

• Summer registrations are already open, swim lessons and arts and cultural registrations 
open on Tuesday May 2nd at noon 

o https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/denver/home?onlineSiteId=0&from_origi
nal_cui=true&locale=en-US 

• Searching for new Montclair Rec Center Manager 
• Planning for an open house this summer 
• Biannual Parks Clean-up Day will launch from Montclair Rec Center at 8:30am Sunday 

April 30th 

 

LUN Update  

Kathy Head 

• Spoke of building block builder program in the meeting last fall – Neighborhood Watch 
with social component to it 

o Making progress with a couple of blocks organized. Denny Head and David Allen 
are leading the program 

• Hoping to have Bike/Pedestrian traffic safety meeting by this fall to learn how to get 
traffic mitigation efforts, what the city looks for, and what neighbor concerns are 

• One Lowry Committee – bringing together LCMA, Lowry Business Alliance, Boulevard 
One, and Lowry Foundation. Interested in reaching out to low-income neighborhoods 
including a representative from the Renaissance Apartments 

• Looking for ideas for September program after successful election debate program, 
please share ideas if you have 

Barb DeSarro – Lowry Traffic Update 

• Reiterated desire for a DOTI rep for a fall town hall meeting 
• Would like a pedestrian crossing study at Yosemite at Sports Park Blvd 

o Developer who bought land at Machebeuf, as part of site development plan, will 
install RFB crossing from East Park to Sports Park Blvd. Developer did traffic 
study and pay for it. It does need to be approved by CPD (Community Planning 
and Development) before installation. 

• When will DOTI analyze the crash data from the Yosemite roundabout to see if there is a 
reduction? Residents would like consistency in signing and striping at each of 3 
roundabouts for consistency in driver expectations.  

 

https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/denver/home?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true&locale=en-US
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/denver/home?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true&locale=en-US
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DOTI Update 

Perry Edman 

• Mention of Uinta traffic study on Uinta from Lowry Blvd to 11th Ave – won’t include 
roundabout at Lowry Blvd and Uinta Way, but we will look at crash data there 

• No additional info to share, he has passed questions onto traffic engineering team. Team 
is currently staffed at 50% right now, hence the delay in that info and the speaker for the 
townhall. Thanks to everyone for their patience with DOTI and the traffic engineering 
group.  

• DPD D3 did a lighting study of Lowry via helicopter to see where lighting could be put 
into the Right of Way to help with safety. Fairly dark on north side of Tailwind which is 
owned by city. Request has been put into Xcel to improve lighting, but it is expensive and 
not budgeted for, and we are waiting to hear back if it can be done. Reminder of the Xcel 
sponsored outdoor light bulb giveaway to help with lighting for safety. 

• In general, the area is well lit. But there are some dark spots and hot spots for crime 
including the East Park area. 

 

CCH Update 

Property Management 

• Beautification efforts 
o All 8 buildings are repainted, balconies repaired and restained, landscaping and 

mulching underway 
o Encouraging tenants to be more active in keeping the building looking great with 

balcony competition for most attractive one, awarded King Soopers gift cards 
o Landscaping plans recently commissioned, going through the plans, and 

determining what to do over the next few years. Hoping more concrete news next 
meeting.  

o Volunteer opportunities upcoming for planting and mulching for those interested. 
Please reach out to Maryann and volunteer coordinator (in contact list) if 
interested.  

o CW Sawyer recommended that CCH reach out to Lowry Foundation regarding 
Starlight Grant and to LCMA for ideas with other resources as well 

 

RTD Update 

Provided by Kate Williams, RTD Board of Directors 

• Ms. Williams was unable to attend due to an RTD Board meeting but sends these updates 
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o There will be a "Respect The Ride: program this Saturday April 29 at 10am at 
Union Station. RTD is hosting a community and customer feedback event to 
provide an overview of the proposed changes and to hear input from the 
community and customers on the proposed revisions. 

o RTD's Transit Watch app -" if you see something, say something" - is now 
available for download in Spanish. 

o There will be significant disruption to the E light rail line and the R line in Aurora 
throughout the summer. Please check the schedules on the RTD website or on the 
Next Ride app.  

o Thanks for being a rider, and for helping decrease GHG emissions. 

 

Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer Updates: Tips for How to Address Crime Uptick 

• Starbright Grant from Lowry Foundation to invest in the community 
o Wanting feedback from Lowry residents as to what to use this grant for  
o CW Sawyer pointed out that the DUG garden at the Renaissance Apts is part of 

the lottery system and not open to residents of the apartments without winning a 
parcel in the lottery, and none have won. Perhaps some of the grant can be used to 
build a garden at the Renaissance that can be used by residents. 

• Make sure the City knows about issues that you report to us! 
o Report to 3-1-1 
o Call 911 when you witness a crime in progress 
o Contact your Council Office for assistance, DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org 

• Keep an Eye Out for Each Other! 
o Bring in your neighbor’s packages and trash cans to stop crimes of opportunity 
o Request a free CPTED study of your home or business 
o Get a Ring Doorbell and/or cameras installed 
o Register your vehicle with DenverTrack program! 

• Please Slow Down! 
o Stop at stop signs 
o Don’t text and drive 
o Share the road with pets, kiddos, and bikers 

• Actively Engage in Shaping Our City! 
o Join one of Denver’s Boards & Commissions 
o Join your HOA, neighborhood organization, or school PTA 

• VOTE!  
o Run-off elections are happening right now, and election day is June 6th 
o We have a mayoral heavy government, and this election is important  

• 3-1-1 Thursdays! 
o We’re asking our residents to call an idea, issue, problem, or complaint every 

Thursday in 2023! 
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o Not only will this help the City know where problems are, it will generate needed 
data 

o Use 311 to report issues related to municipal services 
• How does a person help? 

o Call 911 when a crime is in progress; shots fired, fire, street racing,  
o Call Police non-emergency when it is a crime NOT in progress 

 You can also file a report online for non-emergency crimes 
• District 5 is looking at doing a traffic study in 2023 on Lowry Boulevard from Monaco to 

Dayton 
o If Lowry Boulevard is chosen to be studied, that will include a community 

conversation with a survey and community meetings 

 

 

Questions & Discussion 

1. What is being done about the frequent gunshots? There were squad cars around park 
early 2023, but with the cars gone the gunshots are increasing again. 

a. They are aware incidents are occurring. Investigators are identifying suspects, 
some arrests made. 

b. Reporting is important as shell casings are critical evidence, allows for case 
linkage. 

c. Auto theft team has been helpful to get some of the parties held accountable here 
as well 

d. Partnership with DA’s office to get charges filed 
2. Why were the trees pruned without lighting inside the park first? 

a. Better to prune in the spring for tree health 
b. Lighting going in, waiting for zoning to give approval. Installation will be late 

May – June. 
3. Any updates when swings will be back in tailwind park? 

a. Still supply chain issues in procuring playground equipment. Contractor is hoping 
for delivery by late June 

4. Cause of playground fire at Renaissance Apartments? 
a. With ongoing investigations information can’t be shared, but Officer Grimsley 

will make an inquiry on what can be shared. 
5. There are 5 street light poles that are still down along Yosemite – 2 in the roundabout on 

Lowry Blvd, other 3 to the north towards 11th Ave. 
a. Thanks for flagging for us, we’ll inform DOTI and Xcel to get them repaired 

6. There is a bus stop either inside the complex or just outside at the right of way. It seems 
to be attracting crime. Is that bus stop lit? And is it inside or just outside of the 
Renaissance?  

a. DPS has been asked to move their bus stop a bit further down 
b. Adam – no update, will make a note to find out the status   
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7. Can fire arson update be added to the meeting minutes? 
a. Yes 

8. Is there an update on Tailwind Park benches? And are there any further plans for park, 
and other beautification? 

a. Someone’s son drove through the park and took out some benches. Couldn’t find 
replacements to match the one bench left, it won’t perfectly match, but ordered 
and paid for, waiting for it to ship. 

9. The bus stop in Tailwind Park is used as DPS bus stop, as clarified by residents in the 
Q&A box. 

10. Feedback – Tailwind bus stop is busy during school pick up and drop off times. No one 
really uses the shelter when waiting as far as neighbors can see.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m.  

 


