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The role of the Office of the Independent Monitor is difficult and often misunderstood.
Unfortunately, headlines and articles like the Denver Post’s, “Denver’s police oversight office
does too much work in secret, audit finds,” do little to improve public understanding of the
complex legal environment the OIM operates in or the challenges they have already overcome
in building a nationally recognized oversight model.

The Citizen Oversight Board was established to serve as an independent body charged with
evaluating the effectiveness of the Office of the Independent Monitor (OIM). With access to the
confidential materials the OIM handles, we conduct rigorous assessments and publish our
findings in annual reports. We take this responsibility seriously and consistently urge the OIM to
leverage every available resource to deliver updates that are accessible, relevant, and
informative to the public.

Over the past two decades, the ordinances guiding the Office of the Independent Monitor
(OIM) have been revised multiple times to strengthen its capacity to serve the public
effectively. We welcome the opportunity this audit report presents to evaluate whether
additional changes to the ordinance are warranted.

However, sensationalized headlines do little to advance meaningful reform. They undermine
the progress Denver has made in building a robust oversight framework and fail to foster a
deeper public understanding of the complex environment in which the OIM operates.

COB Mission Statement: To foster change towards cooperative, just and accountable
relationships between Denver’s community and law enforcement.



