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Engagement Sessions

Stakeholder Committee Meetings

February 4, 2021 - Civic Center Conservancy 

February 9, 2021 - Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

February 9, 2021 - Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC)

Focus Group Meetings

February 10, 2021 - Operations and Management Focus Group 

February 10, 2021 - Events Focus Group 

February 11, 2021 - Daily Activation Focus Group 

February 11, 2021 - Community Connections Focus Group

783 survey responses 
1,132 points of feedback 

during 'Civic Center Next 100' Workshop #1 Week 

Attendee counts: 

Operations and Management Focus Group 21
Events Focus Group  39

Daily Activation Focus Group 25
Community Connections Focus Group 28

Civic Center Conservancy 15 

Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting 60 
Stakeholder Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting 51

Public Workshop #1 110 
Paper Survey 15

Online Survey 768
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Project Overview

CIVIC CENTER NEXT 100:
Civic Center Park + Bannock Street Concept Design
What do you imagine for the next 100 years of Civic Center?

The world’s greatest communities are defined by timeless public spaces where 
people gather, connect and belong. Now more than ever, active spaces are critical 
to the mental and physical health of a city’s residents as well as its economy. For 
Denver, our crown jewel is Civic Center. 

Located at the heart of the city and surrounded by many of our key civic and cultural 
institutions, Civic Center has served as Denver’s most significant gathering spot 
for cultural events, festivals, and First Amendment rallies for over 100 years. It is 
Denver’s first National Historic Landmark and we must honor Civic Center’s history 
as we envision its future.

‘Civic Center Next 100’ takes the 2005 Civic Center Master Plan and 
brings it to life for the Denver of today and the generations to come.

Project Vision
Improvements to Civic Center will catalyze new activity and animate the heart 
of Denver. The transformation of four key areas will fulfill past community-driven 
planning visions and elevate Denver’s First National Historic Landmark for the next 
100 years with new energy, world-class performances, and events. 

Please visit www.denvergov.org/
theoutdoordowntown for project 
updates and opportunities to share 
your feedback.

Existing Conditions,  
Analysis, Goal Setting Design Concepts Preferred Concept

FALL 2020 SUMMER 2021

Public Workshops &  
Survey Kick-Offs

1 2 3

WINTER 2021 SPRING 2021 SUMMER 2021

CIVIC CENTER NEXT 100 :
CIVIC CENTER PARK + BANNOCK STREET CONCEPT DESIGN 

What do you imagine for 
the next 100 years of Civic 
Center?

The world’s greatest 
communities are defined by 
timeless public spaces where 
people gather, connect and 
belong. Now more than ever, 
active spaces are critical to the 
mental and physical health of 
a city’s residents as well as its 
economy. For Denver, our crown 
jewel is Civic Center. 

Located at the heart of the 
city and surrounded by many 
of our key civic and cultural 
institutions, Civic Center has 
served as Denver’s most 
significant gathering spot for 
cultural events, festivals, and 
First Amendment rallies for over 
100 years. It is Denver’s first 
National Historic Landmark and 
we must honor Civic Center’s 
history as we envision its future.

‘Civic Center Next 100’ takes 
the 2005 Civic Center Master 
Plan and brings it to life for 
the Denver of today and the 
generations to come.

Concept Design Timeline

Bannock Street

Greek Theater

Central Gathering Feature

Central Promenade

Voorhies
Memorial

McNichols
Building

City and County
Building

Project Focus Areas
Greek Theater   A premier outdoor 
performance venue at the Greek Theater. 
(Elevate Denver Bond Program)

Central Gathering Feature   A new central 
gathering space, aligned along the 
primary axis will become a memorable 
civic space to the ‘heart’ of the park.  
(2005 Civic Center Master Plan)

Central Promenade   The area between 
the Voorhies Memorial and the Greek 
Theater in the Lower Terrace, designed 
as a unified space, integrating the 
promenade with the design of the new 
Central Gathering Feature.(2009 Civic 
Center Design Guidelines)

Bannock Street   The recently closed area 
between Colfax and 14th Avenue to be 
reimagined as a public gathering space. 

Project focus areas

Project Principles
1  Enliven Civic Center as a place for 

people. Make it active, engaging, 
welcoming and comfortable to 
everyone every day.

2  Elevate Civic Center to form a 
prominent destination centered around 
distinct cultural and community 
anchors.

3  Celebrate the historic significance  
of the Civic Center landmark.

4  Incorporate resilient design to ensure 
Civic Center is a model for successful 
urban ecology, sustainability and long-
term vitality for the next 100 years.

5  Unify Civic Center by implementing 
city-wide connectivity visions to link 
to surrounding cultural, recreational 
and civic spaces and reinforcing 
physical and visual connections to the 
surrounding district.

Project Vision
Improvements to Civic Center will catalyze new activity and animate the heart of Denver. 
The transformation of four key areas will fulfill past community-driven planning visions 
and elevate Denver’s First National Historic Landmark for the next 100 years with 
new energy, world-class performances, and events. 

Existing Conditions,  
Analysis, Goal Setting Design Concepts Preferred Concept

FALL 2020 SUMMER 2021

Public Workshops &  
Survey Kick-Offs

1 2 3

WINTER 2021 SPRING 2021 SUMMER 2021

Project Focus Areas
Greek Theater   A premier outdoor performance venue at the Greek Theater 
(Elevate Denver Bond Program).

Central Gathering Feature   A new central gathering space, aligned along the 
primary axis will become a memorable civic space to the ‘heart’ of the park (2005 
Civic Center Master Plan).

Central Promenade   The area between the Voorhies Memorial and the Greek 
Theater in the Lower Terrace, designed as a unified space, integrating the 
promenade with the design of the new Central Gathering Feature (2009 Civic 
Center Design Guidelines). 

Bannock Street   The recently closed area between Colfax and 14th Avenue to be 
reimagined as a public gathering space. 

Concept Design Timeline
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Project Principles

Principle 1:
Enliven Civic 
Center as a place 
for people. Make 
it active, engaging, 
welcoming and 
comfortable to 
everyone (children, 
residents, visitors, 
tourists, workers) 
every day.

Principle 2:
Elevate Civic Center 
to form a prominent 
destination 
centered around 
distinct cultural and 
community anchors.

Principle 3:
Celebrate the 
historic significance 
of the Civic Center 
landmark.

Principle 4:
Incorporate resilient 
design to ensure 
Civic Center is a 
model for successful 
urban ecology, 
sustainability and 
long-term vitality for 
the next 100 years.

Principle 5:
Unify Civic Center 
by implementing 
city-wide connectivity 
visions to link 
to surrounding 
cultural, recreational 
and civic spaces 
and reinforcing 
physical and visual 
connections to the 
surrounding district.
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2
KEY TAKEAWAYS
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A number of enlightening themes emerged because of this outreach effort. Denver 
Parks & Recreation, the Civic Center Conservancy, project partners, and the design 
team will work together over the coming weeks to determine the most appropriate 
spaces for new elements and solutions to existing challenges based on site 
conditions, 2005 Civic Center Master Plan, 2009 Civic Center Design Guidelines, 
and other citywide planning documents. All concept design plans will be reviewed 
and approved by the Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC).

The key takeaways that will drive the next stage of design are noted below:

1. Make it active every day.
 » The park does not always feel open or welcoming. New programs and 

improvements should activate the park throughout every day and every 
season.
• Seasonal comforts such as summer shade, winter lighting and 

perennial planting will make the park attractive all year.
• Rotating programs such as summer lawn games or winter activities 

should celebrate the season.
• Consider attractions throughout park hours from 5am-11pm. For 

example, this could include a coffee cart for morning visitors, midday 
play spaces and evening light installations to lengthen park use.

2. Honor the historic integrity of the park spaces.
 » The architecture, materials, trees and gardens in Civic Center are deeply 

cherished.
• In addition to aligning with Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) 

requirements, park improvements should complement the historic 
character and be sensitive to the community's connections to existing 
elements.

3. Represent marginalized voices.
 » There is a historic lack of representation of/engagement with the Black 

Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) and Disability Communities and 
their histories. 
• Future spaces must be designed to feel welcoming and encourage 

diverse user groups.
• Future art and performances should reflect the diversity in Denver and 

acknowledge and address historically marginalized communities.

Key Takeaways

4. Encourage social mixing.
 » Many community members do not feel safe and welcome in Civic Center.

• Include safety elements (lighting, wayfinding, etc.) that make the space 
feel welcoming for all people while also enhancing the spaces.

• New elements need to be located strategically to encourage social 
mixing (all ages, races/ ethnicities, housing situations) to limit feelings 
of exclusion for any group.

5. Differentiate park spaces with unique identities.
 » The park areas should feel distinct from one another.

• Each project area should have its own identity and vary time of 
activation for morning, daytime and evening use. Activation hours 
should vary throughout the park, keeping  the park active throughout 
the day with a wide variety of experiences.

• Special events (rallies, festivals and performances) should not shut 
down the entire park – everyday neighborhood gathering spaces 
should stay accessible, even when large-scale programs are happening 
nearby.

6. Don’t forget about art!
 » The park should include both permanent and temporary art elements 

(murals, sculpture, performance, street art, shade elements).
• The Master Plan focuses on opportunities for visual art within the 

Central Gathering Feature, it may also be feasible along Bannock 
Street.

• The Greek Theater is a place for performance art, this also may be 
feasible along Bannock Street.

• Temporary art and installations must be accommodated with adaptable 
systems and accessible spaces.

• Opportunities for public art, both permanent and temporary, will be 
reviewed with Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) and follow 
Denver's Civic Center Design Guidelines.  
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7. Define a vision for water features within the project 
area.
 » Immersive water features are a summer comfort and an attraction for all 

ages, but they often lead to unnecessary water waste and exclude older 
community members with a focus on kids.
• The project team must be considerate of the scarcity of water in our 

climate with systems that limit water loss.
• Water elements must not be summer-only attractions and should be 

engaging all year round, whether water is on or off.
• The team must explore the most appropriate space for a water-based 

element within the project area based on adjacencies, system needs 
and past planning documents.

• Any new water element should engage users of all ages – not just small 
children.

8. The park needs a solution for public restroom access.
 » This was a universal suggestion across focus groups, stakeholders 

and survey-takers – restrooms make Civic Center more accessible and 
enjoyable for all. 
• Permanent or seasonal restroom options will be explored for the park.
• While the scope area and budget for the Civic Center Next 100 project 

is limited, a solution for restroom access will be considered and 
explored in this and future projects in Denver’s Civic Center.

9. Find a space for food and beverage.
 » Food and beverage facilities for Bannock Street, the Greek Theater and 

the Central Gathering Space, and Central Promenade were suggested. 
We heard about an interest in more seasonal vending like Civic Center 
Eats.
• The project team will explore different types of food and beverage 

services and explore potential locations based on service needs and 
past planning recommendations.



CIVIC CENTER NEXT 100: CIVIC CENTER PARK + BANNOCK STREET CONCEPT DESIGN | Public Engagement Summary | Workshop # 1 | 10

3
WHAT WE HEARD
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Overall

How often do you go  
to Civic Center?

How do you usually get  
to Civic Center?

What do you typically do while 
you are at Civic Center?

Much of the feedback that was received 
applies to Civic Center overall, rather than 
to a single project area. The feedback on 
the following pages apply to the park as a 
whole, and will be considered for all four 
project areas: Bannock Street, the Central 
Promenade, the Central Gathering Feature, 
and the Greek Theater. Surveys, polls, and 
presentations were organized based on the 
project design principles,  and the feedback 
is organized accordingly.
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Recurring Principle 1 Themes: 

 » Encourage active recreation

 » Enliven with art, and 
performance

 » Promote diverse, local culture

 » Create a place for gathering, 
families, and youth

 » Improve amenities in the park

 » Encourage 18-hour activation 
with adjacent residential and 
retail

 » Create a respite from the city

 » Make Civic Center a place to 
linger

 » Develop a strategy around 
coexistence and ensure the 
park feels safe and welcoming 
to everyone

What We Heard
“I love the idea of pickle ball & tennis courts. Maybe volley ball and 
badminton too? If people could reserve the courts for a small fee that 
could bring in some revenue too to help maintain the grounds.”

“The park facilities of Civic Center should be more welcoming to 
Denver's increasingly diverse population, more useful to the public--
including homeless and undeserved who frequent the park--and more 
resilient in the face of social and environmental pressures.”

“We need to make Civic Center consistently attractive for families to visit 
and stay for a few hours -  a place for young kids to play, a place to grab 
a bite to eat, a clean restroom with a changing table, a place to sit and 
picnic in the shade.”

“Welcoming all Denverites, including those experiencing homelessness.  
Rather than chasing folks out of the space, create a space that allows 
all the uses people have for it. If people want to rest in the park, create 
ways to make that safe for everyone.”

Overall The feedback on the following pages apply to the park as a whole, and will be considered for all four project areas: Bannock Street, the 
Central Promenade, the Central Gathering Feature, and the Greek Theater. Surveys, polls, and presentations were organized based on 
the project design principles, feedback is organized accordingly.

*See focus area pages 
for more emerging 
themes specific to each 
focus area.

These comments 
apply to
Principle 1:

Enliven Civic 
Center as a place 
for people. Make 
it active, engaging, 
welcoming and 
comfortable to 
everyone (children, 
residents, visitors, 
tourists, workers) 
every day.



CIVIC CENTER NEXT 100: CIVIC CENTER PARK + BANNOCK STREET CONCEPT DESIGN | Public Engagement Summary | Workshop # 1 | 13

Overall

Recurring Principle 2 Themes:

 » Increase public art within the 
park and improve spaces to 
support art needs

 » Maintain critical connections 
and views

 » Improve comfort and safety

 » Provide interactive and 
experiential elements

 » Celebrate Denver

*See focus area pages 
for more emerging 
themes specific to each 
focus area.

What We Heard
“Art and music are most important as they cross socioeconomic divisions.” 
 
“Bryant Park, NYC is a great space for gathering.” 
 
"Outdoor events of all kinds imaginable!  Peaceful fun and safe gatherings." 
 
"A large fountain right in the center. One that changes its display or has a special display on the hour.  A good example is 
the public square in Cincinnati, Ohio." 
 
"Remake I.M. Pei's Zeckendorf Plaza pyramid ...a nod to old Denver...." 
 
"Interactive and educational opportunities with demonstration gardens, seating, signage."

"Some UNIQUE art but should have some connection, no matter how oblique, to Colorado."

These comments 
apply to 
Principle 2:

Elevate Civic Center 
to form a prominent 
destination 
centered around 
distinct cultural and 
community anchors.
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Civic Center is Denver's First National Historic Landmark.  
How would you like to experience history within the park?

Overall

Recurring Principle 3 Themes: 

 » Animate history 

 » Make history accessible to all

 » Design spaces for events that 
celebrate history

 » Honor all cultures in  
history-telling

 » Create learning opportunities

What We Heard
“Indigenous sculpture and art projects, artists, writers, musicians from Denver or Colorado history, sculptures, art , 
information about Women in Colorado herstory and also Chicano history and African Americans in Colorado history.”

“Reconsider the VOICE of the history that is being shared - create a platform for amplifying indigenous, BIPOC and Latinx 
histories, spoken by / created by members of those communities.”

“Integrated with materials & objects in a way that they inform without a lot of effort or time to read. Art that’s useful & 
tells a story, not just art for art’s sake. Don’t want it to disappear during events or festivals.”

*See focus area pages 
for more emerging 
themes specific to each 
focus area.
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These comments 
apply to
Principle 3:

Celebrate the 
historic significance 
of the Civic Center 
landmark.
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What sustainability/resiliency strategies seem most 
important to Civic Center?

Overall

Recurring Principle 4 Themes:

 » Use climate friendly plantings

 » Increase biodiversity

 » Use durable materials, clean 
energy, and sustainable 
maintenance practices

 » Improve accessibility

 » Address safety, crime, and 
maintenance in the design

What We Heard
“Don't let 'sustainability/resiliency' erode the historic design parameters of views, axes, spaces  
formed by the historic tree plantings and landscaping, and art locations.”

“Should look and feel like Denver, CO - semi-arid and western/southwestern celebrating our [planting] diversity.”

“Durable structural materials that are locally sourced, things that will limit light pollution,  
hire local talent to design/construct these things to limit travel and shipping and maximize use of  
knowledge about systems that will actually be resilient in this climate...”

‘Providing services for the unhoused populations  
rather than trashing their belongings and displacing them yet again.”

“I would like to see this become a space that is welcoming and hospitable to our unhoused neighbors,  
potentially even having a safe outdoor space, but at the very least shade from the sun, heaters in the winter,  
trash receptacles that are regularly emptied and restrooms accessible to the community.”

*See focus area pages 
for more emerging 
themes specific to each 
focus area.
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These comments 
apply to
Principle 4:

Incorporate resilient 
design to ensure 
Civic Center is a 
model for successful 
urban ecology, 
sustainability and 
long-term vitality for 
the next 100 years.
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How can we reduce the perceived distance between 
the park and neighboring destinations and improve the 

experience when connecting to Civic Center?

Overall

Recurring Principle 5 Themes:

 » Improve accessibility

 » Improve the pedestrian 
experience around the park

 » Improve pedestrian access to 
the park

 » Consider adjacent street 
closures

 » Connect Civic Center to 
surrounding land uses

 » Improve wayfinding

 » Prioritize bicycle access

What We Heard
“Parking has been an issue so ensuring safe bike travel is key.”

“Reasonable parking around there is very difficult. I have tried to go to craft shows at the Arts and Cultural office building 
and could not find a parking space on the street after driving around 3 times. So I left.”

“Please design any hardscape with disabled [users] in mind. Think outside the box of something that is wheelchair 
accessible - how can we make signage more accessible for our visually impaired neighbors? What kind of design 
principles can we take into consideration for our neighbors with autism and sensory disorders? How can we engage in 
new ways with the Deaf community? I think these are all things lacking from the parks experience in Denver and could 
use some innovative thought and design going forward.”

"What about a mobile beer garden and parking for food trucks in front of the library and art museum?  That could be 
paired with outdoor activities in the park and/or concerts in the amphitheater."

"Don't duplicate what is happening at the other cultural institutions and library in the area."

*See focus area pages 
for more emerging 
themes specific to each 
focus area.

Pull c
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These comments 
apply to
Principle 5:

Unify Civic Center 
by implementing 
city-wide connectivity 
visions to link 
to surrounding 
cultural, recreational 
and civic spaces 
and reinforcing 
physical and visual 
connections to the 
surrounding district.
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Overall

Prioritize ADA accessibility

Celebrate Civic Center's role in ADA history

Incorporate gardens and planting throughout the park

Include playful elements for all ages

Make Civic Center a destination for local residents Design spaces that welcome historically marginalized voices
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Bannock Street

What We Heard
"Coffee shop or cart or some other draw for employed people  
to feel safe and have a reason to visit and linger."

"A place for people to gather no matter 
their race or social class."

"Indigenous visibility."

"A youth-oriented activity or attraction. There's not  
enough of this downtown."

"Winter outdoor sporting event."

"Protest events & public gatherings."

"A labyrinth; attractive city bike stands; low-water native prairie  
grass plots; movable tables with chess boards or other games."

What would you like to experience in Bannock Street Plaza?

Outreach Summary
Bannock Street will be a new public space 
for Denver. This existing street has already 
been closed to traffic and will continue to 
be a pedestrian and bicycle-oriented space. 
Community visions shared through the 
outreach process describe an outdoor 
extension of civic activity with community 
gathering, meeting, dining and events 
spaces; comfortable and inviting places to 
walk, sit and gather; new play programs 
for neighbors and visitors of all ages with 
rotating interactive art or game elements; 
and enhanced seasonal performance or 
festival programs.  
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Central Gathering Feature

Other public spaces noted by the community as examples 
for the Central Gathering Feature:

Concave Square, Siena | Federation Square, Melbourne | Crown Fountain, Chicago  
Union Square, San Francisco | Tate Museum Square, London | Washington Square Park, New York City  

Capiolani Park, Honolulu | Cloudgate, Chicago | Central Park, New York City | Dilworth Plaza, Philadelphia 
Bryant Park, New York City | Buckingham Fountain, Chicago | Grant Park, Chicago 

Metalmorphosis, Charlotte | Water Mirror, Barcelona | Miroir d’eau, Bordeaux 
Yerba Buena Gardens, San Francisco | Hudson Gardens, New York | Blue Mustang, Denver 

Nelson Art Museum Plaza, Kansas City | Pioneer Park, Dallas | Bellagio, Las Vegas 
Madam CJ Walker Park, Denver | Main Street, Grand Junction | St. Mark's Square, Venice 

Sailors & Soldiers Memorial, Indianapolis | Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam | Prospect Park, Brooklyn 
Discovery Green, Houston | Louvre Plaza, Paris

What We Heard
"Maybe something that honors the lives lost to COVID-19 or  
to the historic Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests that took place in Civic Center in 2020."

"Install a huge or interactive piece of art you can walk around or under."

"Is there a way to encourage nature? Butterfly gardens?"

"We need a fountain for the 21st century!"

"Something interactive that brings people together."

"I would like something that my kids can play on. Not necessarily 
a play structure, but water or art that can be climbed on or 
something like that."

"A large fountain right in the center. One that changes its display or 
has a special display on the hour. A good example is the 
public square in Cincinnati, Ohio."

Outreach Summary
The Central Gathering Feature is defined in 
the Civic Center Master Plan as the Park's 
central, anchoring element, but it has not yet 
been fully realized. The Historic Landmark 
Commission approved Master Plan calls 
for a garden-laden central sculpture or 
water feature with seating surrounding it. 
Community visions shared through the 
outreach process point to examples from 
around the world that are interactive and 
engaging; playful and didactic; preserve 
the seasonal beauty of the garden beds 
while also making them attractive in the 
winter; and authentically represent local 
communities, voices, or geographies. 
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Central Promenade

What We Heard
"The gardens are very important, colorful  and soothing. Enhance and highlight them.  Open green 
space with gardens is in short supply downtown."

"Seating, benches, impromptu gathering spaces,  
movable tables/chairs + umbrellas."

"I love Civic Center Eats!" 

"I like the outdoor speaker/amplification idea but not on all the time; rather, built-in and available as 
infrastructure for events, protests, music performance or DJ, etc."

"Maintain its hard surfaces for food trucks.   
Provide power sources for laptops and cell phones."

"Shade from the sun, heaters in the winter, trash receptacles that are  
regularly emptied and restrooms accessible to the community."

"Indigenous sculptures and art." 

"A safe and relaxing place to walk and take in the civic  
and cultural sights at the Civic Center."

What would you like to experience along the Central Promenade? 

Outreach Summary
The Central Promenade is an established 
setting for city-wide festivals, markets 
and special events. Improvements and 
enhancements must restore aging materials 
and improve infrastructure while honoring 
the historic design of the Promenade so the 
space can continue to host these events 
along with new future programs. Community 
visions shared through the outreach 
process focus on enhancing the day-to-day 
experience of this large public space, so it 
feels safe, comfortable and engaging even 
when events are not underway. 
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Greek Theater

What We Heard
"Bring back evening Shakespeare in the Park- I miss it!"

"If Denver sports teams make it to a championship,  
this would be a cool place to watch with people."

"Musical concerts featuring local musicians or free open air concerts."

"Live comedy shows."

"Usable space for school groups for plays and performances."

"Build a world class designed shade structure over the Greek Theater and the seating area. It 
should be lightweight and translucent."

"Connection with the library as a place to read."

"Continued place for protests, rallies, and other political events."

"Open mic community nights."

What would you most like to experience in the Greek Theater?

Outreach Summary
The Greek Theater is an iconic historic 
structure and will continue to be the City of 
Denver's venue for civic rallies, protests and 
speeches. In the future, new infrastructure 
improvements and accessibility upgrades 
will allow the theater to become a premier 
outdoor performance venue. Community 
visions shared through the outreach 
process call for community-oriented events 
and programs such as dances, open mic 
nights or concerts; an outdoor food or 
beverage service for both events and day-
to-day use; welcoming programs for all; 
unique and distinctive event types that 
do not compete with surrounding venues; 
celebration of the historic structure; shade 
structure and enhanced lighting that make 
the space welcoming, comfortable and safe 
both for events and day-to-day use. 
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4
FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS (FAQs)
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Public Workshop #1 
FAQs

1.  Civic Center needs to be perceived as a safe space. 
What can be done about the open and illegal drug use? 
Is there a number for Park Rangers that can be called?
Safety and security within our parks are high priorities for the City and County of 
Denver and Civic Center is no exception. Safety and security will be addressed 
through design, including improving lighting and sight-lines, which are being 
considered on the Civic Center Next 100 project. Denver Parks & Recreation works 
collaboratively with our Park Rangers and the Denver Police Department to address 
issues of safety and security.

 If you have concerns about safety while visiting a Denver Park, we recommend 
calling 311 and asking to connect with a Denver Park Ranger.

2.  Can Liberty Park between Broadway and Lincoln be 
included as part of the project? This seems necessary to 
create a cohesive experience. 
The area between Broadway and Lincoln is not within the scope of the Civic Center 
Next 100 project. This location is managed by the State of Colorado and is not 
within the City of Denver’s jurisdiction. The design team recognizes the importance 
of nearby adjacencies and connections and all surrounding areas will be looked 
at to influence improvements to the Greek Theater, Central Promenade, Central 
Gathering Feature and Bannock Street design. 

3.  The Denver Public Library is in the middle of a major 
renovation that includes an events space facing the 
park and an outdoor play space for kids.  Are there any 
master plan ideas to tie into what they've got underway?
The design team recognizes the importance of the southern connection from Civic 
Center across 14th Avenue to the Denver Public Library, Denver Art Museum and 
other Civic and Cultural Institutions. The design team is informed about the current 
renovations to Denver Public Library, and intends to fully integrate these plans with 
the concept design for the Civic Center Next 100 project.

4.  In an effort to further honor Indigenous territory, is 
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there a way to commission an Indigenous garden, a 
statue or art installment that honors the territory, with 
actual tribal input/commission to tribal peoples?
This suggestion has emerged as an important theme from input we have received 
so far and is being actively considered as the design proceeds. The City and 
County of Denver  acknowledges the importance of Civic Center and its history as 
an Indigenous territory. As we continue to move forward with specific art elements 
in the park, we will be working closely with our partners at Denver Arts & Venues 
to help us select the appropriate artists to create potential future artworks for this 
space. 

5.  What is the role of Denver Arts and Venues in the 
design process? Since they operate the McNichols 
Building, they have a lot of impact on the park. 
The Civic Center Next 100 project is a collaborative effort between multiple 
agencies at the City and County of Denver. Denver Arts & Venues has been engaged 
directly to better understand access and security needs for the McNichols Building. 
Arts & Venues is a key stakeholder and collaborator for improvements to Bannock 
Street and Civic Center Park. 

6.  Could 14th Ave along the south side of the park be 
closed to better connect to the cultural destinations? 
While this design process does not specifically address the closure or modifications 
of surrounding streets, the team welcomes feedback for future considerations.  

7.  Will major festivals still be held in the park after the 
improvements are made?  
Civic Center will continue to host a limited number of major festivals after the 
project is complete. The intent of the Civic Center Next 100 project is to improve 
the park's functionality to host a wider variety of events, festivals and rallies within 
Civic Center Park and Bannock Street as well as transform the Greek Theater into a 
premier outdoor performance venue. The Civic Center Conservancy, will continue to 
play a major role in facilitating both large-scale events and daily activation with Civic 
Center Park. 

8.  Are there any plans for additional parking options or 

restrooms for the park?  
The design team recognizes that the public would like to see better access to 
parking and public restrooms in and around Civic Center Park. Due to limitations 
in funding and restrictions related to Civic Center's Landmark status, limited 
modifications can be made to the park to include new parking or restrooms. The 
design team is considering both temporary and permanent options for restrooms for 
both daily and event use.

9.  The area proposed for the Central Gathering Space is 
currently the most beautiful garden in the city. How will 
you ensure that the gardens are preserved and that it is 
not replaced with more pavement?  
The 2005 Denver’s Civic Center Park Master Plan draws upon the original vision for 
Civic Center, which was never fully realized in this area. The Master Plan dictates 
that the Central Gathering space should “bring artistic beauty and a memorable 
civic space to the 'heart' of the park.” While the Master Plan guidance does dictate 
that a new vertical element may replace the current flower beds in some capacity, 
we understand that seasonal planting is an important part of the Civic Center 
experience. We will explore how the existing planting beds can be incorporated into 
the future vision for this space, which may include a new art element and/or water 
feature and opportunities for new planting beds or garden features.

10.  Why is the Voorhies Memorial and Seal Pond not 
part of the project scope?  
While this part of the park is not being considered for improvements as part of the 
Civic Center Next 100 project, the design team recognizes the importance of nearby 
adjacencies and connections that will be influencing improvements to the Greek 
Theater, Central Promenade, Central Gathering Feature and Bannock Street. 

11.  Is it possible for Bannock to open seasonally to 
cars, especially during the holidays to view the lights at 
the City and County Building?  
Bannock Street was closed to traffic in April 2020 to be enjoyed as a year-round 
event and public gathering space. The City and County Building lights can still be 
enjoyed by walking or biking along Bannock, but cars will not be permitted to drive 
along Bannock Street between Colfax and 14th Avenue. 
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12.  Who will oversee upkeep and protect new materials 
in the park?  
Denver Parks & Recreation will oversee upkeep for any new materials incorporated 
in Civic Center Park. 

13.  What is the project timeline for the Civic Center 
Next 100 project? 
We are currently underway with the Concept Design and Public Engagement Phase  
for the Civic Center Next 100 project. This project will include a conceptual design 
for Bannock Street, Greek Theater, Central Promenade, and Central Gathering 
Feature. A Concept Plan for all fours areas is expected to be complete by Fall 2021. 

The Greek Theater project, which is funded by the Elevate Denver Bond will continue 
through final design and implementation following the concept design. Construction 
is expected to be complete in Fall 2025. 

The City and County of Denver is currently exploring options and timelines for the 
final design and construction of  Bannock Street, Central Gathering Feature, and 
Central Promenade projects. It is expected that a combination of public and private 
funding will be necessary to complete these projects. The Civic Center Conservancy 
will play an important role in helping to raise private funding to complete these 
projects. 

14. Will the historic statues that were removed from 
Civic Center be replaced?
Between May and June 2020, many artworks in Civic Center Park and the 
surrounding areas were vandalized and have been subsequently restored. One 
sculpture was pulled down from its base in the late night hours of Thursday, June 
25, 2020. Denver Arts & Venues is currently in the process of evaluating the future 
of that sculpture as well as Pioneer Monument on the corner of Broadway and 
Colfax Avenue. A final determination will be made later this year. 

15. How will future artwork be chosen for Civic Center?
Any permanent public art installation in Civic Center will be facilitated by Denver 
Arts & Venues. This process will follow the Public Art Policy in concert with the 
Denver’s Civic Center Design Guidelines and Landmark status considerations.

All art in Civic Center will align with the intent as stated in the 2009 Denver’s Civic 
Center Design Guidelines: “In every aspect of its design, Civic Center expresses the 
citizens’ highest goals: City and State government and the values of culture, art, 
knowledge and justice. Art installations within Civic Center evoke civic pride and 
responsibility.”

If you have additional questions that were not 
answered in this FAQ document or if you need a 

Spanish language copy, please email:  
ParksAndRecreation@denvergov.org

Stay up to date on the  
Civic Center Next 100 project by visiting: 

www.denvergov.org/theoutdoordowntown

http://www.denvergov.org/theoutdoordowntown
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