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A small, Above Curb patio

The Outdoor Places Program, including these design standards, is intended to create flexible options for outdoor patios in 
the Right-of-Way and on private property that also enhance Denver’s public realm and quality of life for all. An Outdoor 
Place maximizes user safety and is thoughtfully integrated with the other outdoor activities, amenities and infrastructure 
that surround it. This document provides design standards and other requirements for a patio permitted under the Den-
ver’s Outdoor Places Program. 

Outdoor Places Program Intent
Patios and outdoor dining present significant potential to enhance Denver’s public realm and quality of life. When 
sited and designed thoughtfully, an outdoor patio can add vibrancy to the public realm, provide visual interest to the 
streetscape and enhance walkability and mobility for all. Patios also provide diverse dining experiences for residents 
and visitors to Denver and support small businesses. With nearly 300 days of sunshine annually, patios are a viable and 
enjoyable option in Denver year-round.

Outdoor Places Patio Types 
The Patio Types addressed in the Outdoor Places program include:
• Above Curb* patios are located fully in the public Right-of-Way but do not occupy on-street parking or vehicle travel   
 lanes. Above curb patios are typically located along sidewalks on paved areas or in tree lawns. If any portion of a patio  
 extends into on-street parking, vehicle lanes or private property, it would NOT be considered Above Curb.
• Below Curb patios are patios fully in the Right-of-Way where any portion is in on-street parking or vehicle travel   
 lanes. This includes patios that contain elements above and below the curb.
• Private Property are patios located completely on private property. Under the City’s emergency Covid patio program,  
 Private Property patios were often located on parking lots or other open areas on a property.
• Right-of-Way/Private Property patios are located partially within the Right-of-Way and partially on private property.

*addressed in this Draft of the Outdoor Places Patio Design Standards
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Section I. Above Curb Design Standards
An Above Curb “Outdoor Place” is a patio generally located in the streetscape and fully within the Right-of-Way 
between the curb and private property. This document provides design standards for Above Curb patios to be permitted 
under the City’s emerging Outdoor Places Program. The Standards are intended to facilitate a range of Above Curb 
patio location/design options and establish requirements/review procedures to address potential patio impacts. For 
the purposes of references in other douments, these standards shall also be considered the “Tables, Chairs and Railings 
Entrance Requirements.”
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A. Intent

This section identifies the high-level intent and objectives for Above Curb patios. These qualitative statements apply to all 
Above Curb patios and serve as a basis for the more detailed standards that follow.

Accessibility & Safety
• Preserve mobility along the sidewalk for all 
• Ensure the sidewalk is clear, navigable and   
 generally straight along the Pedestrian Access  
 Route
• Ensure patios are accessible for persons with  
 disabilities
• Ensure unobstructed intersection sight lines for  
 roadway safety
• Mitigate curbside conflicts between patio users  
 and vehicular activity
• Maintain access to transit stops
• Balance patio presence with other quality-of-life  
 elements in the Right-of-Way (such as bicycle or  
 micro mobility parking needs)

Urban Design & Placemaking
• Encourage patio permittees act as stewards of the  
 Right-of-Way.
• Activate the Right-of-Way with additional spaces  
 for people 
• Contribute to walkable and visually interesting  
 streets
• Maintain visibility within the streetscape to   
 buildings, windows and other building elements 
• Minimize the visual appearance of privatization of  
 the Right-of-Way
• Encourage design quality and creativity 
• Maintain existing street tree and vegetation health  
 and access
• Preserve opportunities for future urban landscaping

Economic Development & Business Support
• Expand business opportunities for outdoor   
 activations
• Provide attainable and equitable patio options
• Create flexibility for businesses to pursue a range  
 of patio options
• Support a variety of customer experiences
• Remain competitive with other front range cities
• Allow for dynamic options responsive to weather,  
 business cycles, and other factors

Utilities, Drainage & Emergency Access
• Maintain fire and emergency access to buildings  
 and  other occupied spaces
• Ensure above- and below-ground utilities can  
 be accessed quickly for maintenance or for   
 emergencies
• Maintain safe and adequate stormwater conveyance 
• Ensure buildings provide adequate facilities to serve  
 patio spaces

Images in this Document
Patio imagery in this document is shown for 
illustrative purposes only. Many images are of patios 
permitted under the emergency program during the 
pandemic where few requirements were in place. 
As such, some patio images may not comply with all 
aspects of these Patio Design Standards. Captions 
are utilized under photos to draw attention to the 
element of importance where possible. No patio 
element or condition shown within an image in 
this document shall be construed as automatically 
allowable under the Outdoor Places Program.

A patio in the Right-of-Way should enhance the public realm for 
all.
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B. Location and Delineation Options
The Outdoor Places Program establishes a menu of options for the placement 
and design of an Above Curb patio. These options are defined below and 
referenced throughout this document.

Location Options
An Above Curb patio may be located immediately adjacent to the building/
private property line (Building Frontage) or away from the private property and 
closer to the curb (Amenity Zone). See Figures 1 and 2 for illustratives.

Above Curb - Building Frontage (BF). An Above Curb patio contiguous 
to the Primary Land Use(s) permitted via a Zoning Use Permit and building 
Certificate of Occupancy issued by CPD.
Above Curb - Amenity Zone (AZ). An Above Curb patio that is located 
near the curb and physically separated from the Primary Land Use 
permitted by a Zoning Use Permit and building Certificate of Occupancy 
issued by CPD.  An AZ patio is separated from the Primary Land Use by the 
required Pedestrian Access Route (PAR) as defined to the right. 

Delineation Options
An operator may wish or be required to Delineate, or create a vertical perimeter 
element around, an Above Curb patio. A patio could be Delineated on all sides, 
partially Delineated or not Delineated at all. Examples of Delineation Elements 
include railings, planters and other vertical elements intended to define the 
perimeter of a patio.

Delineated. A patio is Delineated if it is framed by vertical elements on four 
sides with limited openings for ingress/egress. For a Building Frontage (BF) 
location, a building typically frames the patio on one side and Delineating 
Elements frame the other sides. For an Amenity Zone (AZ) location, a 
Delineated patio is surrounded on all sides by Delineating Elements. 
Open to Pedestrian Access Route (PAR). A patio is Open to the Pedestrian 
Access Route (PAR) if it includes Delineating Elements on two or more 
sides, but the side abutting the PAR is not Delineated. Open to PAR patios 
at the BF location are typically framed by a building on one side and 
bookended by Delineating Elements on two sides. Open to PAR patios at the 
AZ location are typically bookended by Delineating Elements and in some 
cases a Delineating Element separates the patio from the curb. 
Open. A patio is Open if does not integrate Delineating Elements. 

The Pedestrian Access Route 
(or PAR) is a continuous, 
unobstructed path connecting 
accessible elements and spaces 
in the Right-of-Way. At an Above 
Curb location, the PAR provides a 
free and clear path along a block. 

A Delineating Element is a 
vertical element that defines 
the perimeter of a permitted 
patio. Examples include railings, 
planters, and movable wall 
elements. Delineating Elements 
can be Fixed (ex: railings) or 
Stationary (ex: heavy planters). 
(See S.5 for more information on 
delineating elements.) See S.5 in 
Section B. Design Standards for 
more information.

Delineation Options
Applicants have many options 
to consider, including patios 
with no Delineation. Where 
alcohol service is provided, 
Excise and License may require 
additional rules beyond these 
Design Standards (including 
Delineation) in keeping with 
state and local alcohol service 
restrictions.

A patio may combine Location and 
Delineation Options. The French Press in 
Congress Park neighborhood of Denver is an 
Open patio in both Building Frontage (BF) 
and Amenity Zone (AZ) locations.
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Figure 1 - Above Curb Location and Delineation Options (Building Frontage)
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Figure 2 - Above Curb Location and Delineation Options (Amenity Zone)



City and County of Denver
Outdoor Places | Draft Patio Design Standards (10.21.2022)

8

C. Design Standards

This section provides design standards for Above Curb Outdoor Places for 
a range of topics. In addition to the design standards below, patios will be 
reviewed to ensure consistency with all relevant standards in the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), DOTI’s Encroachment Rules & Regulations, DOTI’s 
Transportation Standards and Details for the Engineering Division, the Denver 
Revised Municipal Code (DRMC), and adopted Denver Building and Fire 
Codes. If there is a conflict between any required design standard in this 
document and a provision of these underlying documents, the more restrictive 
provision shall apply.

DOTI's Encroachment Rules 
and Regulations
Many provisions of DOTI’s 
Encroachment Rules & 
Regulations are included here 
because they are particularly 
relevant to patios. In addition to 
those rules repeated here, all 
relevant provisions of the DOTI 
regulations that are not explicitly 
stated herein apply to Above 
Curb Outdoor Places. 

Denver’s Complete Street 
Guidelines
Denver’s Complete Streets 
Design Guidelines make 
recommendations for optimal 
street design, including 
guidance for the design of 
sidewalks, on street parking, 
bike lanes, amenity zones, 
sidewalks and other elements. 
The Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines guidance may be a 
useful reference for applicants 
as they consider how their 
patio can integrate with the 
streetscape. 
Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines 

Acronyms in this Document
Acronyms are used throughout 
this document to reference 
relevant standards and 
guidelines or to refer to 
departments and agencies 
within the city. Acronyms used 
include:
ADA – Americans with Disabilities Act
ADAAG - Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Guidelines
AASHTO – American Association of 
State & Highway Transportation Officials
CCD – City and County of Denver
DOTI – Department of Transportation & 
Infrastructure, a department in the CCD
DRMC - Denver Revised Municipal Code
PROWAG – Public Right-of-Way 
Accessibility Guidelines

A patio in the Right-of-Way should enhance the public realm while maintaining Right-of-
Way functions.
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Integrating a Patio on a Block

Above Curb patios are often placed within a larger context that may already contain other patios, bus shelters, street 
trees, and any number of other elements. As such, the best approach for an Above Curb patio may in part be dictated by 
the prevailing pattern of elements or constraints on a specific block. Patio applications will be considered on a first-come, 
first-served basis, so a requirement for a new patio may be partially dictated by a previously permitted adjacent patio or 
other permitted element(s) in the Right-of-Way. 

Integrate a patio into an existing block.
• Place a patio such that the PAR is generally direct and straight along the block. 
• Avoid frequent or sharp deviations of the PAR along a single block.
• Consider coordinating with neighboring property owners and businesses to identify a mutually beneficial   
 design solution.
• Design a patio to be visually subordinate to the streetscape and visually permeable so that an individual can  
 see through the patio space to other elements beyond. 

B.1

Mobility and Safety

S.1 Pedestrian Access Route (PAR): Place a patio to maintain a clear and 
open PAR along the block.

• The minimum PAR width is based on adjacent street classification,  
 streetscape width, available sidewalk space, pedestrian activity   
 level, and other site specific conditions, and will not be less than   
 6 feet.
• The minimum PAR width may be reduced to as little as 5 feet if it   
 is determined that the site is constrained and the pedestrian   
 activity levels are low.
• A patio shall not result in a deviation of the PAR greater than   
 20-degrees. Where a deviation of the PAR occurs, a Diverter or   
 other Delineating Element shall be required to ensure adequate   
 cane detection for persons with a visual impairment. 
• Wires or cords shall not cross or be placed on the surface of the   
 PAR or cross the PAR overhead.

Special Case: For a Patio that is Open to PAR or Open, 1 foot in width 
shall be added to the minimum required PAR.

Measuring the PAR
The PAR must be measured 
continuously along its length 
from the outermost patio 
element to the next obstruction 
(street furniture, utility, light, sign, 
pole, tree, building, or any other 
obstruction). The PAR must be 
a concrete surface; gravel, turf, 
tree lawn, or tree grate will not 
be counted toward the minimum 
required PAR width.

S.2 Curbside Clearance: Site a patio to reduce conflicts between curbside 
activities and the patio.

• A patio shall be set back a minimum of 2 feet from the face of curb  
 where on-street parking or loading is not present. 
• A patio shall be set back a minimum of 3 feet from the face of curb  
 where on-street parking or loading is present.

Special Case: If no Delineating Element is provided between the 
patio and the curb, a patio shall be set back an additional 1 foot to the 
requirements above. 

Placeholders for "Measuring 
the PAR" graphics
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Figure 3 - Plan view patio diagram

Labels on this graphic reference 
numbered standards in this document. 
Refer to the sections below for additional 
information:
S.     Mobility and Safety
E.     Fire Safety and Emergency Access
A.     Accessibility to and within a Patio
L.     Street Trees and Urban Landscaping
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Figure 4 - Building Frontage (BF) diagram

Figure 5 - Amenity Zone (AZ) diagram

Labels on this graphic reference 
numbered standards in this document. 
Refer to the sections below for additional 
information:
S.     Mobility and Safety
A.     Accessibility to and within a Patio
L.     Street Trees and Urban Landscaping
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S.3 Delineating Elements: Use a Delineating Element that maintains sight 
lines to and from the patio and can be easily detected by persons with 
visual disabilities. 
A Delineating Element shall:

• be a minimum height of 24 inches (excluding height of plantings).
• be a maximum height of 30 inches within 14 feet of the flow   
 line (face of the curb). Maximum heights beyond 14 feet vary by   
 Delineating Element; see below. Maximum height includes height   
 of plantings.
• be of a color and material that establishes a visual contrast   
 between the element and the Right-of-Way surface.
• have a continuous, horizontal, cane-detectable element within 6   
 inches of the Right-of-Way surface.

If the Delineating Element is a Fixed Railing, it shall
• not exceed a maximum height of 42 inches regardless of location.
• be 50% open and the openings shall be generally evenly    
 dispersed across the face of the railing.
• have a continuous bottom rail within 6 inches of the Right-of-Way   
 surface.
• be attached in accordance with railing attachment details in   
 the Appendix to this document.

If the Delineating Element is Stationary, it shall: 
• be a maximum height of 36 inches as measured from the Right-of-  
 Way surface when placed more than 14 feet from the flow line   
 (face of the curb). Maximum height includes height of plantings.
• be sturdy, stable and heavy enough to not tip over or be blown   
 away by the wind. 

If a Stationary Delineating Element is used as a Diverter, it shall: 
• be at least 12 inches wide.
• be a minimum height of 24 inches (excluding height of plantings)
• be a maximum height of 30 inches when placed within 14 feet of   
 the curb face (includes height of plantings).
• be a maximum of 36 inches if located greater than 14 feet from the  
 face of curb (includes height of plantings). 
• shall extend at or beyond the depth of any permitted furnishings.

A Stationary Delineating 
Element is a planter or other 
element that is not physically 
attached to the Right-of-Way 
surface, is movable by 1-2 people 
without equipment, and is either 
lockable or heavy enough to 
avoid being tipped or blown over.

A Diverter is a type of Stationary 
Delineating Element (such as a 
planter) at the ends of Open to 
PAR patios that divert pedestrians 
and provide some definition to 
the patio and to the PAR. 

Clearance at Entrances: Locate a patio to maintain clear access to a 
building entrance and accommodate swinging doors. A patio shall:

• maintain a clear path a minimum width of 6 feet between the   
 required PAR and the primary, publicly accessible building   
 entrance. 
• be set back a minimum of 18 inches from either side of a publicly   
 accessible building entrance, including a door providing access   
 from a building interior to a patio.

S.4

Pedestrian Access Through Amenity Zone: A patio in the Amenity Zone 
must be sited and sized to provide intermittent pedestrian access from 
the street to the PAR along a block.
• If located within the Amenity Zone, a single patio space shall not   
 exceed 40 feet in length.
• If located within the Amenity Zone, pedestrian access a minimum   
 width of 5 feet shall be provided between the street and the PAR a   
 minimum of every 40 linear feet. A patio that is proposed adjacent to   
 an existing patio in the Amenity Zone may be required to be set back  
 5 feet from the existing patio.
• Where feasible, utilize an existing pedestrian access from the street to  
 the PAR rather than creating a new one.

S.5
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Cane Detection
A white cane is a mobility tool 
used by a person who is blind 
or visually impaired to safely 
navigate as a pedestrian. A 
cane allows the user to detect 
changes in the ground surface 
and provides advance warning 
of obstructions. The cane detects 
the bottom rail of a fixed railing 
or the solid surface of a Diverter 
and notifies the visually impaired 
person of the upcoming patio.
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Exit Aisle: Provide an unobstructed exit path from 
the occupied patio for life safety purposes.

• A patio shall maintain a clear path a minimum  
 width of 3 feet from all tables and chairs to  
 the Right-of-Way outside the occupied patio  
 space.

S.6

Driver Sight Lines: Locate a patio to maintain 
intersection sight lines for a driver. A patio is 
prohibited within the following sight triangles per 
CCD Transportation Standards and Details:

• 10 foot leg pedestrian sight triangle at each  
 driveway and alley
• 30 foot leg corner sight triangle
• In all cases, sight triangles as required by   
 AASHTO standards shall apply and may   
 require a larger sight triangle based on road 
 way characteristics

S.7

Clearance from Public Transit: Locate a patio to 
maintain access to transit services and areas 
designated as transit stops, transit shelters or any 
other area expressly designed for transit service 
purposes. A patio shall:

• not be located within a bus or other transit  
 stop area, as determined in coordination with  
 RTD.
• not be located between bus stop    
 infrastructure and the street. 

S.8

Clearances from Other Above Curb elements: Site a 
patio to maintain access to and comfortable use and 
maintenance of small-scale vertical elements in the 
Right-of-Way. A patio shall be set back a minimum 
distance from the following elements:

• Bike racks: 5 feet on at least one side and 2  
  feet on all other sides
• Benches: 5 feet in front of the bench and 3  
 feet on all other sides
• Street sign support poles: 3 feet
• Parking meters: 5 feet
• Additional clearance(s) may be required at  
 DOTI’s sole discretion

S.9

Clearance from Public Transit
The specific area designated as a transit service 
area may depend on the route and bus. For a 
proposed patio near a bus stop, as determined 
by DOTI, the applicant shall coordinate with RTD 
(Regional Transportation District) to understand 
the required clearance distance from that stop and 
include the information with the application. Where 
coordination with RTD is required, the applicant 
shall provide a letter from RTD indicating what, if 
any, restrictions are recommended for the patio.

Patio Furniture: Ensure furnishings, umbrellas and 
other freestanding elements are secure and do not 
create an overhead conflict for a sidewalk user.

• Furnishings shall be designed to withstand  
 strong winds and other weather events or be  
 quickly secured during inclement weather. 
• Umbrella canopies, shades or other elevated  
 elements shall be a minimum of 8’-0” above  
 Right-of-Way surface. (Additional  vertical   
 clearance may be required in some cases.)

S.10

Relocation of Street Furniture
Relocation of existing street furniture (bench, bike 
rack, etc.) may be proposed by the applicant. Any 
changes are to be made at the applicant’s expense 
and relocation of the element may require an 
Encroachment Permit.

Fire Safety and Emergency Access

In addition to meeting all relevant provisions of the Fire Code, a patio shall meet the following design standards:

A patio shall not cross or project over roadways serving as fire lanes or sidewalks serving adjacent rescue windows 
without Fire Department approval.

E.1

Fire Hydrant and FDC Clearances: Site a patio to maintain adequate space for the Denver Fire Department to 
access fire suppression equipment. 

• A patio shall be set back a minimum of 5’-0” from a fire hydrant or a building’s Fire Department Connection  
 (FDC).

E.2
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Electric and propane heaters: Site and operate a heating element to 
reduce fire risk.

• Do not place a propane or gas-fired heating source under an   
 overhead covering (tree canopy, umbrella, pergola, roof or shade   
 structure).
• Heaters that are fixed require additional Encroachment review   
 from DOTI (see Section D. Required Reviews and Permits).

E.3 Outdoor Heating
All outdoor heating requires 
a Flammable Operational 
permit from the Denver Fire 
Department. Electric or natural 
gas heaters connected to the 
building’s utilities will require 
electrical and/or plumbing 
permits.

Utility Access

A patio shall not obstruct stormwater drainage in and through the ROW 
nor cause water to collect on the sidewalk, street or alley or conflict with 
DRMC Section 49- 554.

U.1

A patio shall not impact or conflict with existing above or below-ground 
utilities.

U.2

A patio shall be designed to be removed easily to allow for maintenance, 
repair and replacement of below- or above-ground utilities. Removal of 
the patio shall be at the permit holder’s expense.

U.3

A patio shall provide the minimum clearance from utilities prescribed by 
this document and/or by the utility provider (RTD, Xcel Energy, etc.)

U.4

Patio elements shall not be placed on top of utility access covers 
including manholes and meter pit covers

U.5

Above Curb Flooding
Certain areas in the city may 
have localize flooding above the 
curb. Applicants are encouraged 
to reference the City's Potential 
Inundation Area (PIA) Flow 
Depth Map below. These 
are localized flooding areas 
not within FEMA regulatory 
floodplains.
Potential Inundation Area Flow 
Depth Map

Accessibility to and w ithin a Patio

Accessible Pathway: Provide an accessible pathway from the PAR to a designated accessible seating area. If the 
surface of the Right-of-Way on which the patio is placed does not meet these standards, the applicant may be 
required to include improvements to the area as part of the patio application in order to meet required standards. A 
required accessible pathway shall: 

• be a minimum 36 inches in width.
• have a surface that is stable, firm, and slip resistant.
• have a surface free of significant openings (pot-holes or large cracks).
• be maintained such that customary cracks, joints or openings do not exceed ½” in direction of travel.
• not exceed a ¼” vertical or ½” vertical with 1:2 beveled edge at any changes in level (ADA Section 405 / ICC  
 A117.1, Section 303).
• not exceed a maximum slope of 1:20 in the direction of travel. Slopes greater than 1:20 and less than 1:12 are  
 ramps. Ramps to comply with ADA Section 405 / ICC A117.1, Section 405.
• have a maximum cross-slope of 1:48.

A.1

Gates and Openings: Where a gate or opening is integrated within a Delineating Element, provide an accessible 
opening. An accessible opening shall:

• have a minimum clear width of 32 inches per ADA Section 404 / ICC A117.1, Section 404. 
• have operable parts that are operable with one hand, without requiring tight grasping, pinching, or twisting of  
 the wrist. (The force required to operate the gate hardware shall not exceed 5 pounds.)

A.2
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Accessible Seating: Provide accessible seating within a patio. 
• 5% of the seating in a patio shall be accessible seating (must be at least one accessible seat) and must be   
 dispersed throughout the seating area. 
• Accessible Seating must be calculated separately for different types of seating (counter and table seating,   
 for example). Accessible counter seating shall be a minimum of 60” in length, be mounted at accessible   
 height (between 28 and 34 inches) and provide a minimum depth of 19 inches below the counter for   
 knee clearance. If a patio provides seating in both BF and AZ locations, each seating area must calculate   
 accessible seating separately. 
• Each accessible seat shall be accompanied by a 30 inch by 52 inch clear floor area in accordance with ICC  
 A117.1, Section 305. 
• Seating areas must be relatively flat with slopes not steeper than 1:48 in any direction. 
• Surface(s) at accessible seating areas shall be firm and stable.

A.3

Turning Space: Design a patio 
to ensure maneuverability for 
persons with disabilities that 
use a wheelchair or other 
device to move. 

• A patio must provide a   
 circular or t-shaped   
 turning space per ICC   
 A117.1, Section 304. (A   
 67 inch diameter circular   
 turning space is shown.)

A.4

Accessible Table: For an accessible seat with a tabletop, ensure the table is accessible and meets ADA Section 902 
/ ICC A117.1, Section 902. 

• A 30 inch minimum clear width for a depth of at least 19 inches must be provided under the table (and   
 between table legs).
• A minimum unobstructed height of 27 inches must be provided under the table.
• The table-top surface shall be a minimum height of 28 inches and a maximum height of 34 inches.

A.5
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Street Trees and Urban Landscaping

Do not remove or damage a street tree or landscaping required by a site 
development plan. 

• For a patio located near an existing tree, a pruning plan may be   
 required to avoid tree branch damage and future conflicts   
 between the tree and the patio.
• Do not attach a patio element to a street tree. This includes   
 lighting, signage, shade devices, furniture and other elements.
• Depending on the scope of the patio, temporary tree protection   
 measures, such as temporary construction fencing, may be   
 required during construction.
• If a patio permitted under the emergency program resulted in   
 removal of a landscape element required by a previously    
 approved site development plan, such landscaping may    
 be required to be restored upon application to the Outdoor Places  
 Program.

L.1 New Tree Grate Standard
Most existing tree grates are 
5 feet by 5 feet, but the new 
standard being implemented 
throughout the city is 5 
feet by 15 feet. The Office of 
City Forester may require 
additional clearances or future 
modifications to a patio to allow 
for expansion of tree grates.

Example of new 5 x 15 tree grate

Site and design a patio to mitigate potential long-term impacts to a 
street tree or landscaping required by a site development.

• A patio element shall be set back a minimum of 5 feet from the   
 trunk of an existing street tree.
• Where feasible, place a patio outside of the Drip Line of a street   
 tree. If a patio is placed within the Drip Line of an existing tree,   
 mitigation measures may be required to avoid root damage and   
 compaction issues that are detrimental to tree health.
• A patio design determined to potentially result in additional   
 foot-traffic near a street tree may be required to integrate    
 mitigation measures to protect the tree, such as installing low-  
 scale barriers or strategic placement of patio elements to divert   
 foot traffic to other areas.
• Avoid the use of a salt products in a softscape area that contains a  
 street tree or required landscaping.

L.2

A Drip Line is the area located 
generally below the overhead canopy 
of a street tree.

Site a patio to allow space for maintenance of a street tree.
• Maintain access to a street tree for maintenance activities, such as trunk injections, pruning or removal.

L.3

Maintain the permeability of a softscape area to the fullest extent feasible.
• Where a patio decreases the permeability of a softscape surface, additional irrigation may be required to   
 addresses loss of water access for an existing street tree or required landscaping

L.4

If any portion of an AZ patio (a patio in the Amenity Zone) is proposed to be placed on a softscape surface, it shall 
avoid conflicts with or propose modifications to existing irrigation. An irrigation plan may be required as part of the 
application. 

L.5
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Use durable materials that are intended for outdoor use.
• Use materials that are intended for outdoor use that withstand   
 wind, rain, snow, and solar exposure. For example, metals must be   
 non-rusting, and wood must be treated.
• Avoid plastic materials.
• Consider using materials that are locally sourced and/or re-  
 claimed/recycled materials.

D.4

Consider siting a patio to relate to its context, such as the adjacent 
building wall, storefront, a separate patio space or other element. 
Options include:

• Locating the patio in proximity to the primary entry, windows, or   
 existing permanent outdoor seating to maximize visual connection  
 from the patio to the main building and generate activity. 
• Locating a patio adjacent to a wall with art or other visually   
 interesting features.
• Locating a patio along a blank wall or a wall with less activation to  
 activate the public realm.
• Locating a patio to take advantage of shade provided by existing   
 trees or buildings.

D.5

Consider integrating lighting: 
• Consider integrating lighting to enhance user safety and add   
 visual interest into the patio.
• If the patio area will be operated at night, consider placing lighting  
 to illuminate steps, entryways, pedestrian routes and dining areas.
• Lighting that is integrated into other patio elements (railings,   
 for example) are approvable in the Outdoor Places program.   
 Free-standing lighting (including poles or bollards with integrated   
 lighting) require additional Encroachment review from DOTI   
 (see Section D. Required Reviews and Permits). Any proposed   
 string or holiday lighting must be contained entirely within the   
 patio space and mounted solely to approved elements owned by   
 the business associated with the patio (patio railings or permitted   
 overhead structures, for example). String or holiday lighting may   
 not extend over the PAR.

D.6

Integrate landscaping into a Delineated patio. Options include:
• Add landscaping elements to a Fixed Railing
• Use a planter as a Delineating Element. 
• Place a free-standing landscape element(s), such as a planters or   
 potted plant, inside a patio.

D.2

Signage and advertising are prohibited within a patio. Directional and 
informational signage (for example: to restrooms, to an entrance or exit, 
to an accessible seat, indicating alcohol shall not go beyond a certain 
point, etc.) is exempt from this prohibition.

D.3

Landscaping within a Patio
Landscaping is optional in a 
patio that is Open to PAR or 
Open. Integrating landscaping is 
recommended for all patios but 
is only required for those that 
are fully Delineated.

Landscape elements incorporated into 
even a small eating area are impactful and 
contribute to the urban design.

Materials and plantings used to create a 
unique Delineating Element.

Use of color adds visual interest and 
contributes to the vibrancy of a patio.

Urban Design and Placemaking

Place and design a patio to enhance the public realm . 
• Place a patio to activate and add vibrancy to the public realm.
• Maintain visibility from the public realm to interior elements of the   
 patio.
• Add elements to a patio that create visual interest. Examples   
 include landscaping, accent lighting, articulation/detailing on a   
 Delineation Element and other similar features.

D.1
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General Maintenance: Maintain a patio in a safe and clean condition.
• A damaged patio element shall be repaired or replaced immediately upon notification or discovery.
• Keep a seating area free of snow. Space may need to be identified within a patio for snow storage. 
• Snow shall not be placed in the PAR, the street or on adjacent properties (unless permission is granted by   
 adjacent property owner).
• Remove graffiti promptly.
• If landscaping is integrated, ensure landscaping is watered and maintained. (Artificial plants may be used to  
 reduce maintenance in planters; artificial plants may not be placed in existing landscape areas within the   
 amenity zone.)

M.2

Furniture and Equipment: Manage furniture and other equipment to ensure that it does not become a hazard while 
the business is closed.

• Furniture shall be secured during off hours. 
• Umbrellas shall be closed when not in use.
• Busing/server stations and other similar equipment shall be relocated inside when the business is closed.
• Waste and recycling receptacles shall be movable and must be relocated inside when the business is closed.
• Any furniture that is stacked must not exceed height limits established by this document or other adopted   
 regulations.

Special cases: 
• If a patio is Open or Open to the PAR, patio furniture shall be removed from the Right-of-Way outside   
 of operating hours. An exception may be granted for times where a business closes for a short time   
 between day and evening shifts.
• Exceptions may be granted for heavyweight furnishings such as picnic tables. Any such furniture shall   
 be accessible to general members of the public outside of operating hours.

M.3

Operating Hours: For a patio located between 50 and less than 100 feet 
(as measured by Section 13.1.11 of the Denver Zoning Code) of a Protected 
Zone District (as defined by Denver Zoning Code Section 13.3 of Denver 
Zoning Code) and located within one of the zone districts identified 
below, use of the patio shall cease at 10:00 p.m., except on Friday and 
Saturday nights when the use of the patio shall cease by 11:00 p.m.

• All RX zone districts
• All CC-3x, -3, 5x zone districts, except when zone district abuts an   
 Arterial Street as designated in Blueprint Denver,
• All MX-2x, -2A, -2 zone districts,
• All MX-3A, -3 zone districts, except when zone district abuts an   
 Arterial Street as designated in Blueprint Denver,
• All MS-2x, -2 zone districts,
• All MS-3 zone districts except when zone district abuts an Arterial   
 Street as designated in Blueprint Denver,
• All I-MX, I-A, I-B zone districts,
• All M-RX, -IMX, -GMX zone districts.

M.4 Neighborhood Impacts 
Review
A Neighborhood Impacts Review 
is required may be required for 
a patio fully within the Right-
of-Way and located within 50’ 
of a Protected Zone District 
as defined by Section 13.3 of 
the Denver Zoning Code. See 
Section D. of this document 
for more information on the 
process and requirements for a 
Neighborhood Impacts Review.

Management

This section describes the day-to-day management requirements for businesses operating an Above Curb patio.

Removability: A patio shall be constructed to be easily removed to allow for emergency access, utilities access, 
Right-of-Way maintenance, public events and other temporary activities in the Right-of-Way.

• A patio shall be removable within 24-hours of notice. Additional advanced notice will be provided to the   
 extent feasible for planned activities.
• Where a patio is located on a known parade route or other pre-existing public event within the Right-of-Way,  
 the patio may be required to be removed when the event occurs.
• In cases of emergency, a patio may be ordered removed by the City with no notice or removed by the   
 City. In these circumstances, the City will not be responsible for repair, restoration or replacement of patio   
 elements.

M.1
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D. Required Reviews and Permits

Required Reviews
The location and design of an Above Curb patio will influence the level of review, which agencies issue approvals and 
specific permits required. This section identifies the baseline reviewing agencies for all patios and the reviewing agencies 
that may be included based on the characteristics of the proposed patio.
ALL patios will require review and approval by the following agencies/departments:

• Outdoor Places Program Administrator
• Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI) – Right-of-Way Services
• Denver Fire Department (DFD)
• Community Planning and Development (CPD) – Development Services
• Human Rights and Community Partnerships – Division of Disability Rights

SOME patios may require additional review and approvals by the following agencies/departments:
• DOTI – Wastewater
• DOTI – Stormwater
• CPD – Building Department
• CPD - Landmark Preservation
• DPR – Forestry
• DPR – Designated Parkways Management

Required Permits
• Public Works Permit. DOTI will issue a permit for the patio, including furnishings, Delineating Elements and other  
 features to occupy the public Right-of-Way with a focus on topics related to mobility, safety, maintenance, utilities  
 access, management and other similar topics.
• Conditions of Approval. Conditions of Approval from Community Planning and Development, Denver Fire  
 Department, Department of Parks and Recreation, Human Rights and Community Partnerships - Division of  
 Disability Rights, may be required for a patio for topics related to:

 ◦ Fire safety and emergency access
 ◦ Accessibility for persons with disabilities
 ◦ Neighborhood impacts
 ◦ Street trees and urban landscaping 
 ◦ Urban design and placemaking
 ◦ Patios within a Designated Parkway by Department of Parks and Recreation Rules and Regulations

• Revocable Street Occupancy Permit. Required if a portion of the Right-of-Way beyond the area of the permitted  
 patio is needed temporarily for installation of the patio.
• Certificate of Appropriateness.  For purposes of Landmark review as enabled by Chapter 30 of the Denver  
 Revised Municipal Code, any patio permit issued under the Outdoor Places Program shall be considered an  
 “encroachment permit.” Any proposed patio within a Landmark District or associated with an individually   
 landmarked property shall undergo landmark review and obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness.
• Flammables Permit. Heating elements utilizing propane tanks will require a Flammables Permit issued by the  
 Denver Fire Department.
• Building Permit. A building permit may be required for some structures, electrical connections from a building to a  
 patio, a patio that increases the occupancy of the establishment by greater than 20 percent. 
• Temporary or Permanent Modification of Premise (liquor license). If a proposed patio will include   
 consumption and/or service of alcohol, a Temporary or Permanent Modification of Premise will be required.
• Outdoor Places Certificate (permit package). A final document certifying that all required permits have been  
 approved and packaging permit and conditions of approval will be issued by the Program Administrator. Issuance  
 of the Outdoor Places Certificate will allow for physical installation of the patio.
• On-site inspections. On-site inspections by some or all agencies may be required prior to granting the applicant  
 authorization to begin use.
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Neighborhood Impacts Review
For a patio located less than 50 feet (as measured by Section 13.1.11 of the Denver Zoning Code) from a Protected Zone 
District (as defined by Denver Zoning Code Section 13.3 of Denver Zoning Code) and located in one of the zone districts 
identified below, a Neighborhood Impacts Review is required.

• All RX zone districts
• All CC-3x, -5x zone districts
• All CC-3, -5 zone districts except when zone district abuts a Commercial Arterial Street as designated in Blueprint   
 Denver
• All MX-2x, -2A, -2 zone districts
• All MX-3A, -3, -5 zone districts except when zone district abuts a Commercial Arterial Street as designated in   
 Blueprint Denver
• All MS-2x, -2 zone districts
• All MS-3, -5 zone districts except when zone district abuts a Commercial Arterial Street as designated in Blueprint   
 Denver
• All C-CCN zone districts
• All I-MX, I-A, I-B zone districts
• All M-RX, -IMX, -GMX zone districts

A Neighborhood Impacts Review requires the following:
• Pre-application stage

 ◦ Pre-application meeting. A pre-application meeting will be required. This pre-application will include a   
 preliminary review with CPD staff of potential neighborhood impacts and overview of required outreach efforts.
 ◦ Neighborhood Information Meeting notice. The applicant shall post a sign on the property identifying the  
 details of a Neighborhood Information Meeting using a template provided by the Outdoor Places Program  
 Administrator. Community Planning and Development Staff will send an email notice to City Council members  
 and Registered Neighborhood Organizations (RNOs) informing them a pre-application has been received and  
 that a Neighborhood Information Meeting will held.
 ◦ Neighborhood Information Meeting. Applicant shall conduct a Neighborhood Information Meeting virtually  
 or in-person to accept comments on a potential patio. The Outdoor Places Program Administrator will    
 attend this meeting on behalf of the City, but the scheduling, facilitation, and other logistical and all other efforts  
 associated with the meeting are the responsibility of the applicant.

• Formal application stage
 ◦ Neighborhood Information Meeting Summary Report. At formal application to the Outdoor Places Program,  
 a summary of comments received at the Neighborhood Information Meeting shall be submitted.
 ◦ Neighborhood Impacts Analysis. CPD will review and analyze the formal proposed patio for its impacts on  
 nearby properties within a Protected Zone District, taking into account feedback received from such property  
 owners or residents.
 ◦ Conditions of Approval. A Neighborhood Impacts Review may result in Conditions of Approval placed on  
 the Outdoor Places permit to mitigate impacts on nearby properties within a Protected Zone District. Potential  
 Conditions of Approval may include, but are not limited to:

 • Limitations on hours of operation
 • Mitigation measures such as buffering or other design features

 ◦ Factors Considered. In determining Conditions of Approval, CPD will take into account the following:
 • Neighboring uses
 • Seating capacity of the patio
 • Type of food or drink being served
 • Ambient noise generated by activity of the patio
 • Desired use of outdoor speakers
 • Serving patterns and arrangement of elements within the patio
 • Other contextual, operational or design factors as appropriate
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Encroachment Permits
DOTI may find upon review of an Above Curb Outdoor Places application 
that an Encroachment permit is required through DOTI’s Encroachments and 
Encumbrances in the Public Right of Way process. Encroachment Permits 
are required for elements in the Right-of-Way that are more permanent in 
nature or that have greater potential adverse impacts. Patios that trigger an 
Encroachment Permit will be required to meet the standards of the Outdoor 
Places Program (this document) and requirements and review processes 
under the City’s Encroachment program. Below are some examples of patio 
elements that would trigger Encroachment review:

• Platforms and raised surfaces 
• Sunken elements 
• Fixed roofs and pergolas (movable umbrellas are excluded and do not  
 require an Encroachment Permit) 
• Fixed free-standing lights
• Fixed heating elements
• Art
• Enclosed patios

E. Review Process

At the time of publishing of this Draft Outdoor Places Patio Design Standards document on October 21, 2022, the specifics 
of the required review process, including submittal requirements, are still being developed. More direction will be 
provided in the coming weeks. The City will endeavor to craft a review process that is streamlined and coordinated, while 
also robust enough to be responsive to varying patio impacts, configurations and site specific conditions. Key elements 
are likely to include:

• Patio record. A patio record will be established in the City’s permitting system that functions as a “one-stop shop”  
 for patio applications.
• Pre-application meetings. Pre-application meetings will likely be integrated into the review process. A pre- 
 application meeting provides an opportunity for an applicant to get input on their patio prior to submitting a  
 formal application. For most patios, a pre-application meeting will be optional, however for more complex patios  
 with greater potential impacts, it may be required.
• Program Administrator. A Patio Program Administrator will act as the interagency manager of the Outdoor Places  
 program, providing customer service for applicants, facilitating interagency coordination, tracking permit reviews,  
 coordinating on-site inspections and other similar administrative and customer service efforts.
• Coordinated review and inspections. The City will establish a review process that coordinates review and  
 inspections among the various Participating Agencies associated with the Outdoor Places Program as   
 described in Section D above.
• Two review tracks. The Outdoor Places team intends to develop two review tracks for an Above Curb patio. 

 ◦ Track 1: Quick Review. Many Above Curb patios would be reviewed under a Track 1: Quick Review process.  A  
 Track 1 patio typically presents lower potential impacts, requires less agencies to review and does not require  
 public outreach or notification (other than those required by State law for alcohol sales and service). 
 ◦ Track 2: Interagency Review. Some Above Curb patios would be reviewed under Track 2: Interagency Review.   
 A Track 2 would be appropriate for more complex patio applications, where potential impacts are greater, more  
 agency review is required, public outreach and notification is required, or where site specific conditions require  
 additional interagency coordination.

A patio with a roof structure must also 
apply for an Encroachment Permit.
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Section II. Below Curb Design Standards (in development)
Design standards for this Patio Type are still in development and anticipated to be complete by Spring 2023. This 
document will be revised to integrate design standards for this Patio Type once complete.
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Section III. Private Property Design Standards (in development)
Design standards for this Patio Type are still in development and anticipated to be complete by Spring 2023. This 
document will be revised to integrate design standards for this Patio Type once complete. 



City and County of Denver
Outdoor Places | Draft Patio Design Standards (10.21.2022)

25

this page left intentionally blank



City and County of Denver
Outdoor Places | Draft Patio Design Standards (10.21.2022)

26

Section IV. Right-of-Way and Private Property Design Standards (in 
development)
Design standards for this Patio Type are still in development and anticipated to be complete by Spring 2023. This 
document will be revised to integrate design standards for this Patio Type once complete. 
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Appendix: Other Requirements (in this document)
provides additional information and requirements related to application submittal requirements, insurance, fees and other 
similar topics.

Authority
• Denver Revised Municipal Code

 Chapter 49, “Streets, Sidewalks & Other Public Places”
 Chapter 49, Sections 531-537; Miscellaneous Street Furniture
• Rules & Regulations
 Issuance of Permits by the City Traffic Engineer and Issuance of Bus Bench, Bus Shelter and Kiosk Revocable   
 Permits in the Public Right-of-Way.
 
Considerations
Associated Requirements and Permit Notes
• A Construction Permit is required as deemed by DOTI DES Construction Engineering for construction-related activities  
 in the public right-of-way.
• Encumbrance cannot interfere with safe and clear passage of pedestrians.
• This is a revocable permit and may be revoked without cause at discretion of Manager of DOTI. The Permittee shall   
 fully comply with provisions of Article IV (Prohibition of Discrimination in Employment, Housing and Commercial   
 Space, Public Accommodations, Educational Institutions and Health and Welfare Services) of Chapter 28 (Human   
 Rights) of Revised Municipal Code of the City and County of Denver. Failure or refusal to comply with any provision of  
 this Ordinance shall be basis for revocation of permit.
• Permittee shall assume full responsibility for any and all damages incurred to Utility Company facilities due to    
 activities authorized by permit. For purposes of permit, “utilities” or “Utility Company” refers to any company,    
 government entity, or agency that legally installed utility facilities within the right-of-way. Utility Companies    
 include, but are not limited to, Wastewater Management Division, Denver Water Department, Xcel Energy,    
 Comcast Corporation, Metro Wastewater Reclamation District and Qwest Corporation. Any and all replacement or   
 repair of Utility Company facilities attributed to the work shall be made by the respective Utility Company at the   
 sole expense of the Permittee. In the event Permittee’s facilities are damaged or destroyed due to the Utility Company’s  
 repair, replacement and/or operation of its facilities, repairs will be made by the Permittee at its sole expense. Costs,   
 if any, for the removal, relocation, replacement, or rearrangement of Utility Company facilities shall be borne by   
 requester. Existing telephone facilities shall not be utilized, obstructed or disturbed.

Certificate of Insurance
Pursuant to Chapter 49 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code, Section 49-357 and / or Section 49-463, Permittee must 
maintain insurance in force consistent with the requirements of the code for the term of this Permit.
An insurance policy shall name the City and County of Denver Manager of DOTI, as an Additional Insured, with minimum 
limits of coverage of $250,000 / $500.000 for bodily injury and $10,000 for property damage, naming the location / 
address of the encroachment on public property for which the permit is issued. (or the Physical address) The insurance 
certificate must be maintained as stated on the permit. Non-compliance will render the permit void susceptible to permit 
revocation and the aforesaid encroachment(s) shall forthwith be removed.
 
Program Fees (in development) 
As of the publishing of this Draft Outdoor Places Patio Design Standards document dated October 21, 2022, the City 
is in the process of determining application, renewal and other fees for the Outdoor Places Program. Proposed fees 
will be released in the coming months. The ultimate fee structure will be informed by a review of current fees in 
Denver, anticipated administrative demands of the program, a review of fees of other cities in the Denver metro region, 
consideration of costs to establish and operate a patio, and other similar analysis and information. For patios that occupy 
the Right-of-Way, the determination of fees will consider the many community demands on Denver's Right-of-Way and 
the physical, social and economic benefits patios can create.
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1 [Ord.49-509 (6), 49-550.17 (6), etc. for violations]

Anchor Specifications1 for Railing Attachment
Railings must be anchored to concrete using a steel drop-in anchor. The steel 
drop-in anchor is an all steel, machine bolt anchor available in carbon steel 
and two types of stainless steel.
The steel drop-in anchor is an internally threaded expansion anchor, complete 
with pre-assembled integral expander plug. The anchor is expanded with a 
matching setting tool, designed to protect the internal threads while driving 
the prefitted plug to the end of the anchor. The tapered plug is precisely 
matched to the internal configuration of the anchor body to develop maximum 
expansion against the walls of the hole. Each steel anchor has 4 slots on the 
leading end, which allows it to expand. During installation, as the steel plug is 
driven into the bottom of the anchor, the steel shell is forced outward in four 
directions compressing against the walls of the anchor hole. 

Installation Procedures
Drill a hole into the concrete to the depth of embedment required. The 
tolerances of the drill bit should meet the requirements of ANSI Standard 
B272.75. Do not over-drill the hole. Blow the hole clean of dust and other 
materials. Insert the anchor into the hole, and make the top flush with the 
surface. Using a power awl setting tool, set the anchor by driving the tool into 
the anchor until the shoulder of the tool is sealed against the anchor.

Anchoring Requirements
Each item is required to be anchored into the concrete. Use a minimum of two 
anchors, placed diagonally to each other. The minimum size anchor allowed is 
1/4” diameter. The drill bit diameter associated with that anchor is 3/8”, and a 
minimum depth of 1” must be drilled. The maximum size anchor allowed is 1/2” 
diameter. In no case will 3/4” or greater holes be allowed in concrete areas or 
pads on public Right-of-Way. All anchors must be placed flush with the surface 
as stated above. A bolt with a fender washer that resists rusting must be used 
to anchor the Item. The Engineer must approve variations of this requirement.
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