Quality of Life: Preliminary Recommendations
Prevailing Vision:
• Create a new, large park and community gathering places
• Preserve and expand the tree canopy to combat urban heat island efects in this area
• Add youth and recreational sports opportunities
Policies: Tangible ways to achieve components of the vision
Strategies: Actions and incremental steps toward implementation of the policy

Scan the QR code on your phone
to give feedback on these
policies and recommendations.

Policy 1: Include a minimum 100 acres of parks and open spaces on the site to include a
regional scale park, integrated regional detention area, and other parks and open spaces.
Draft Strategies:
• Establish 70-80 acres of contiguous park space that can support a spectrum of recreational
activities and serve as a place of connection for the surrounding neighborhoods.
• Initiate a park master plan process to include:
- Providing athletic felds, courts and other active recreation amenities
- Providing community gathering spaces such as picnic pavilions
- Honoring the historic and cultural wealth of the community
- Refecting the current and future needs of the community
- Creating a sustainable landscape plan
• Visually and physically integrate the future open space network to surrounding neighborhoods to
the east, west, south, and north.
• Improve the usability and aesthetic quality of the detention basin, which could range from
softening the edge of the basin and incorporating additional recreational and habitat functions to
integrating stormwater management into a broader multi-functional landscape.
• Create a fnancial and operational model for design, construction, operations, and maintenance of
the new regional park and integrated open spaces.

Policy 2: Implement a variety of active recreational
opportunities for the community.
Draft Strategies:
• Provide regional-scale indoor and outdoor recreation amenities, such as larger or multiple
playgrounds, picnic areas, felds, courts, restrooms, event spaces, fexible passive space, natural
open space, and trails.
• Study the feasibility and location of a feld house or similar regional-scale indoor recreation
amenity.
• Include aquatic amenities on the site like a pool and/or splash pads.
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Policy 3: Preserve and expand the tree canopy.
• Increase the tree canopy of the overall site, exceeding Denver Parks and Recreation’s Game Plan
goal of 20% tree canopy coverage.
• Incorporate existing healthy, mature trees into new park and development site to the maximum
extent feasible.
• Create groves and belts of trees along streets, in and around parking lots, and in landscaped areas
that are located near buildings to help establish and support the urban tree canopy.
• Plant street trees in new rights-of-way to improve the pedestrian experience and community
health.

Policy 4: Create a western gateway for the future regional park with signifcant and meaningful
frontage along Colorado Blvd.
• Ensure the regional park frontage along Colorado Blvd. provides ample physical and visual
connection to the Clayton neighborhood and that there is a comfortable connection to a safe and
accessible, signalized road crossing.
Link the future regional park to Colorado Blvd. and neighborhoods to the west. This could be
accomplished by:
- Locating one or more greenways that extend and connect the regional park to Colorado
Blvd. to open up views into and from the park and ensure that it is a welcoming space for
everyone.
- Encouraging active adjacent uses along the greenways to promote an engaging and safe
environment.
- Locating gateway elements such as artwork, signage, or a signature feature along Colorado
Blvd. to signal the presence of the park to the east.
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