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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for  Denver 

Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 

commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 

Address: 1250 Welton Street  LPC Meeting:  August 16, 2022   

Name of Property:   Emily Griffith Opportunity School Staff: August 16, 2022    

Council District: District 9, Candi CdeBaca    

Applicant/Owner: DPS  
 

 

Project Scope Under Review: 
National Register of Historic Places Nomination   
 
In accordance with Colorado’s Certified Local Government (CLG) guidelines, nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places must be presented to the local historic preservation commission for review and comment.   
 

 

Staff Summary: 
 
The Emily Griffith Opportunity School is significant at the state level under Criterion A for its association with 
trends in education for and for its association with women’s history in education. Additionally, the school is 
significant at the state level under Criterion B for its association with Emily Griffith during her tenure as principal of 
the school. The school is also significant at the local level under Criterion C for architecture as an example of the 
Late-nineteenth and Early-twentieth Century Classical Revival style of architecture with Beaux-Arts 
embellishments in the 1926 building, while the 1946 and 1957 additions are examples of the International Style of 
architecture popularized in the Post-War period. The nomination sometimes states that the period of significance 
extends from 1916 – 1972; however, the 1916 building has been demolished. The earliest extant structure dates 
to 1926. 
 
The Emily Griffith Opportunity School is significant at the state level under Criterion A for its association with the 
educational history of the first half of the twentieth century in Colorado. During its more than 100 years of 
operation, the Emily Griffith Opportunity School revolutionized how public schools deliver education to students by 
providing a curriculum tailored to working adult learners and targeting marketable technical skills. Additional 
information may be needed to document how it meets the state level of significance. 
 
The Emily Griffith Opportunity School is significant at the state level under Criterion A for its association with 
women’s history, specifically women’s education in Colorado. During the nineteenth century, education was 
primarily only available to women of higher socioeconomic status. Additional information may be needed to 
document how it meets the state level of significance. 
 
The school is significant under Criterion B for its historical association with Emily Griffith, an educator who 
founded the school and served as principal from 1916 through 1933 (although the 1916 building was demolished 
and was replaced by the 1926 building). Griffith recognized a significant shortfall in the education system of 
her time and created the learning environment she felt was needed to make education accessible for working 
adults from all different backgrounds. 
 
The Emily Griffith Opportunity School is locally significant under Criterion C for architecture. The 1926 building is 
significant as a representative example of the Late-Nineteenth and Early-Twentieth Century Classical Revival 



style of architecture with Beaux-Arts embellishments, while the 1946 and 1957 additions are examples of the 
International Style of architecture popularized in the Post-War period. The Late-Nineteenth and Early-20th 
Century Revival Style 1926 building was designed by local architect E. Floyd Redding in 1925 
 
 
Recommendation: The National Register nomination be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register 

 
Basis: The nomination meets National Register Criteria A, B, and C at both the local and state level 

of significance and retains integrity 
 
Staff Comments: Staff would recommend the period of significance be examined throughout the document, as 

it sometimes noted that period of significance pre-dates extant resources. Additionally, staff 
recommends that the list of periods of significance and significant dates be restudied. Staff 
would also recommend additional information be included that expands how the property 
meets criteria at the state level.  

 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to RECOMMEND that the National Register nomination for the Emily Griffith 

Opportunity School, at 1250 Welton Street, be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic 

Places, with the recommended edits to clarify the period of significance and provide additional information 

on how the school meets the state level of significance, per presented testimony, submitted documentation, 

and information provided in the staff report.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

END 
 

 


