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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for  Denver 

Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 

commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 

Address:  1600 City Park Esplanade/1545 Detroit Street LPC Meeting: August 16, 2022    

Name of Property: East High School Staff:  Kara Hahn   

Council District: District 9, Candi CdeBaca    

Applicant/Owner: DPS  
 

 

Project Scope Under Review: 
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Amendment  
 
In accordance with Colorado’s Certified Local Government (CLG) guidelines, nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places must be presented to the local historic preservation commission for review and comment.   
 

 

Staff Summary: 
 
East High School was listed on the National Register in 2005 under Criterion A at the local level for its connection 
to great shifts in education and city planning, as well as politics. It was also listed under Criterion C for its art 
(mural in the library) and architecture (Jacobethan Revival style). The original nomination discusses importance of 
East High’s black student population. Although well-supported in the context, the original nomination does not 
make the case that the school is significant under Ethnic Heritage – African American.  
 
This amendment raises the level of significance from the local level to the state level and explicitly designates the 
property for its significance as part Denver’s black history. The significance is related to integration and busing, 
particularly the 1973 Supreme Court decision on Keyes v. School District No.1 case, which was the only 
segregation related court cases heard outside of the South. The court also ruled that the city errored in not 
considering Latino students in the same “racial category” as Black students, since both groups “suffered the same 
educational inequities.” 
 
Recommendation: The National Register amendment be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register 

 
Basis: The amendment meets National Register criterion at the state level of significance under 

Ethnic Heritage – African American. 
 
Staff Comments: As this is the CLG draft, there are a few typos or other minor clarifications - staff would 

recommend those be updated. 
 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to RECOMMEND that the National Register amendment for the East High School, 

at 1600 City Park Esplanade/1545 Detroit Street, be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register of 

Historic Places, with the recommended edits to correct typos and minor clarifications, per presented 

testimony, submitted documentation, and information provided in the staff report.  

 
END 


