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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver 
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 

 

LPC Meeting:   January 25, 2022 

Staff:   Kara Hahn 

Project:   Determine contributing features  

Address:    1270 Poplar Street  

Historic Dist/DLM:  St Luke’s Episcopal Church  

Year structure built:  ca. 1890 – 1975   

Council District:  District # 5, Amanda Sawyer   

Applicant:   Rev. Jan Oller, Interim Rector; Jeanne Griffiths, Senior Warden; and Gordon Tucker, Congregant 
 

 
 
Project Scope Under Review: 
St Luke’s Episcopal Church, the property at 1270 Poplar Street, was designated as a Denver Landmark on 
August 27, 1975. The designation boundary includes the structures and features associated with St Luke’s, but 
excludes the associated parking lot. Due to the early date of designation, the application is less robust than our 
current designation applications, and does not include a period of significance or note contributing or non-
contributing features. The applicants are requesting the LPC determine that the entirety of the structure and site 
features (excluding the iron fencing on courtyard) as contributing. This clarification would allow the property 
owners to seek grant funds for the rehabilitation of the structure.  
 
Below are excerpts from Chapter 30 that address the process and LPC considerations when reviewing changes 
of contributing/non-contributing status, as well as the definition of integrity, including the seven aspects of 
integrity. 
 
Sec 30-11 – Landmark preservation commission designation of contributing or non-contributing properties. 
 

1. In determining whether a structure or feature is contributing or noncontributing to the structure or district for 
preservation, the commission shall determine whether the structure or feature retains integrity and evaluate 
the following criteria: 

a. Whether the structure or feature is listed as contributing or noncontributing in the designation 
ordinance or in the designation application; 

b. Whether the structure or feature was constructed within the period of significance for the structure or 
district for preservation; or 

c. Whether the structure or feature contributes to the significance for which the structure or district for 
preservation were designated. 

 

2. The commission may approve a change in the contributing or noncontributing status of a property if listed in 
the designation ordinance in the following circumstances: 

a. The structure or feature has been rehabilitated or restored so as to meet the criteria for contributing 
structures or features; or 



b. The structure or feature has lost its integrity and no longer contributes to the significance for which 
the structure or district for preservation was designated. 
 

3. The commission may only consider a change in status from noncontributing to contributing at the owner's 
request 
 

Sec. 30-2. - Definitions. 

The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them: 

 

11. Integrity shall mean the ability of a structure or district to convey its historic, geographic, architectural, or 
cultural significance. To have integrity means that a structure or district can be recognized as belonging to its 
particular time and place in Denver's history. The seven (7) qualities that, in various combinations, define 
integrity are: 

a. Location: The place where the historic structure was constructed or the place where the historic 
event occurred. 

b. Setting: The physical environment of a historic structure. 
c. Design: The combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a 

structure 
d. Materials: The physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time 

in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic structure. 
e. Workmanship: The physical evidence of a particular culture or people's craft during any given period 

in history. 
f. Feeling: A structure's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period or time. 
g. Association: The direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic structure. 

 
Determining which of these seven (7) qualities are most important to a particular property requires knowing 
why, where, and when the property is significant 

 

 
Staff Summary: 
Designed by James Murdoch, St Luke’s Episcopal Church was constructed in 1890. St. Luke's served as an 
Episcopal church for the Montclair neighborhood and as a chapel for Jarvis Hall, an Episcopal Boy's School that 
was destroyed by a fire in 1901. Without the support of the Jarvis Hall, St Luke’s was only a mission of the 
Dioceses and struggled to retain a priest. This may have led to the construction of a rectory in 1914. Despite the 
early twentieth-century loss of support from Jarvis Hall and low attendance, due in part to a small population in 
the Montclair area, the church managed to survived, and even added a parish hall by the early 1930s. With the 
exponential growth of Montclair, and the greater Denver-metro region, in the post-war, the church rapidly 
expanded in both number of congregants and building size. They added onto the sanctuary twice, extended the 
parish hall, connected all three buildings, and created a courtyard. In 1975 they completed their last major 
construction project with a columbarium. In the same year, St Luke’s was designated as a Denver Landmark. 
 
The multiple buildings and additions that were constructed and eventually combined into a larger building are 
noted here: 
 

• 1890 – Church and sanctuary 

• 1914 -  Rectory for the priest 

• Ca 1929-1931 - Parish House, where church community events and fellowship were convened  

• 1953 -  Western extension of the 1890 church and sanctuary   

• 1960  - Eastern extension of the 1890 church and sanctuary  

• Ca 1956-1960 - Education wing and extension of Parish Hall 

• Ca 1960 - Concrete courtyard  

• 1975 – Columbarium 

• Ca 2005 - Iron railing and archway on courtyard (non-contributing feature) 
 



Based on the history of the congregation and the development of the church, the period of significance for St 
Luke’s Episcopal Church should begin in 1890 at the date of construction and extend to 1975 when large-scale 
development ended, and the church was Landmarked. All additions and changes prior to 1975, which retain 
integrity would, would be contributing features. This would include the now, larger consolidated structure, the 
courtyard (excluding railing), and the columbarium. 
 
Overall, the property retains good integrity. The church is in the same location, and maintains integrity of location. 
Although there have been a few changes to the surrounding neighborhood since 1975, it is still in a suburban 
neighborhood setting. While there have been a few changes with the addition of the iron railing on the courtyard 
and the replacement of the gable windows, the design, materials, and workmanship are excellent. With it’s 
continued use as a church the integrity of feeling and association are also retained.  
 
Recommendation: Approval 

 
Basis: Based on the history of St Luke’s, which was established early in 1890 in an area that was still fairly rural 

area, struggling to continue in the first two decades of the twentieth-century, and then rapidly expanding after 
World War II, staff recommends considering a period of significance of 1890 to 1975. As the building 
development aligns with the history of the church, staff also recommends that the additions, both structures 
and site features that were constructed prior to 1975, be determined as contributing.  

 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to APPROVE the additions and site features (including the larger consolidated 

structure, the courtyard, and the columbarium), which were constructed prior to 1975, be determined as 

contributing to St Luke’s Episcopal Church, at 1270 Poplar St., as per Sections 30-2 and 30-11 of the Denver 

Revised Municipal Code, presented testimony, submitted documentation, and information provided in the 

staff report. 

 

 
 

St Luke’s Episcopal Church, 1270 Poplar St 
 
 

 
END 


