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FOR PROPOSALS TO THE 2019 DENVER BUILDING CODE 

AMENDMENTS AND THE 2021 INTERNATIONAL CODES 
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1)  Name:  John Woycheese Date: July 23, 2021  

Email: John.Woycheese@denvergov.org             Representing (organization or self): Organization 

     

  2) One proposal per this document is to be provided with clear and concise information.  

Is a separate graphic file provided ( “X” to answer): ___ Yes  or   X  No 

 

  3)  Highlight the code and acronym that applies to the proposal 

AMENDMENT PROPOSAL 
Please provide all the following items in your amendment proposal.    

Code Sections/Tables/Figures Proposed for Revision: 

Instructions:  If the proposal is for a new section, indicate (new), otherwise enter applicable code section. 
 

Proposal: 

Instructions:  Show the proposal using strikeout, underline format.   

Place “X” next to choice that best defines your proposal:    Revision    New Text  X  Delete/Substitute    Deletion 

                        

 

Section 903.4.2 Alarms is replaced as follows: 

 

903.4.2 Alarms.  Approved audible/visible devices (24 VDC supervised) shall be connected to every provided for every building 

or structure with an automatic sprinkler system. These sprinkler water flow alarm devices shall be activated in accordance with 

Section 912.6 by main and/or zone water flow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size installed in 

the system.  Alarm devices shall be provided on the exterior of the building at least 10 feet above grade and within 25 feet of and 

visible from the fire department connections. Where a fire alarm system is installed, actuation of the automatic sprinkler system 

shall actuate the building fire alarm system and approved notification scheme. 

 

Exception:  One- and two-family dwelling units and townhouses constructed in accordance with the International Residential 

Code. 

 
 

Supporting Information (Required):   

All proposals must include a written explanation and justification as to how they address physical, environmental, and/or 

customary characteristics that are specific to the City and County of Denver.  The following questions must be answered for a 

proposal to be considered. 

 

- Purpose: What does your proposal achieve? 

 

The first change modifies the implication that multiple horn/strobes would be required outside a building with multiple sprinkler 

systems, clarifying that it is a per-building concern, not a per-system requirement.  The exception has been moved up to make it 

clear that these specific structures are exempt from the alarm requirement.  Other information has been arranged as subsections.  

Acronym  Code Name 

DBC-AP              Denver Building Code–Administrative Provisions 

IBC   International Building Code 

IECC  International Energy Conservation Code 

IEBC  International Existing Building Code 

IFC  International Fire Code 

 

Acronym  Code Name 

IPC  International Plumbing Code 

IRC  International Residential Code 

IFGC  International Fuel Gas Code 

IMC  International Mechanical Code 

DGC                    Denver Green Code 
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Language related to activation of the exterior waterflow horn/strobe has been aligned with DFC 912.6, which requires only one 

flow switch to activate an alarm condition, and that the flow switch must be the one closest to the sprinkler. 

 

- Reason: Why is your proposal necessary? 

 

The proposal breaks the paragraph into referenceable sections, clarifies how and when the exterior notification is to be activated, 

and references full criteria outlined in another section.  Furthermore, the current language implies that occupant notification is to 

be activated upon sprinkler flow, which may not be a condition (e.g., for private-mode notification in psychiatric facilities, or in 

a high-rise building where only specific floors are notified).  The new language clarifies that occupant notification is to be 

activated as required in other sections. 

 

- Substantiation: Why is your proposal valid? (i.e. technical justification)  

 

The proposal reduces code conflicts (e.g., this section notes that exterior horn/strobes are to be activated by both the main and 

zone switches, whereas 912.6 required only the closest sprinkler to activate the exterior notification appliance). 

 

Impact is minimal, as this is simply a clarification of current code requirements. 

 

Bibliography and Access to Materials (as needed when substantiating material is associated with the amendment proposal):   
 

 

 

Other Regulations Proposed to be Affected 

*For proposals to delete content from the 2019 Denver Green Code in conjunction with adding it to other mandatory 

Denver codes and/or regulations, only. 
Please identify which other mandatory codes or regulations are suggested to be updated (if any) to accept relocated content. 

 

 

Referenced Standards:  

List any new referenced standards that are proposed to be referenced in the code. 
 

 

 

 

 

Impact:  

How will this proposal impact cost and restrictiveness of code? (”X” answer for each item below) 

 

Cost of construction:    Increase          Decrease  X  No Impact 

Cost of design:     Increase          Decrease  X  No Impact 

Restrictiveness:     Increase          Decrease  X  No Impact 
 

Departmental Impact (City use only): 

This amendment proposal increases/decreases/is neutral to the cost of plans review. 

This amendment increases/decreases/is neutral to the cost of inspections. 

  

 


