
Summer is here! For the first time 
in a few years, people will be 
gathering for grilling on the patio, 
picnics in parks and enjoying the 
many trails and open spaces 
throughout Denver and the region. 
While you are enjoying these 
gatherings, please be mindful 
of your dry surroundings, warm 
temperatures and the high fire 
danger. 

FIREWORKS
Fireworks are illegal in Denver…
always. While it might be thrilling to 
light illegal fireworks, the risk of fire 
and/or injury is great. Your fireworks 
are a risk not only for you, but for 
your neighbors as well. The penalty 
for violation is up to a $999 fine, 
court costs and/or up to one year 
in jail. 

To report illegal fireworks activity, 
call the police non-emergency 
number at 720-913-2000. If your 
call involves a fire, an injury 
requiring medical attention or an 
altercation, please call 9-1-1.

Denver Police enforce fireworks 
complaints. Please be mindful that 
if you call to report fireworks, a 
complainant is needed and you 
will need to be available so that 
police officers can contact you for 
your signature. 

GRILLING
July is the peak month for grill 
fires, followed by June, May and 
August, according to national 
statistics provided by Denver Fire 
Department. 

Follow these tips from DFD to help 
ensure a safe grilling season: 
• Only use your grill outside
• Keep a 3-foot safe zone around 

your grill. This will keep kids and 
pets safe as well as protect 
your siding, rails and eaves

• Open your gas grill before 
lighting

• Clean your grill after each use 
to remove grease that can 
start a fire

Gas grills are involved in an 
average of 8,900 home fires per 
year, including 3,900 structure fires 
and 4,900 outdoor fires. Leaks or 
breaks are a primary problem with 
gas grills. Charcoal or other solid-
fueled grills are involved in 1,300 
home fires per year, including 600 
structure fires and 600 outside fires.
 
FIRE PITS
Even though portable fire pits 
and chimineas are popular and 
widely available for sale in home 
stores, open burning of wood 
— or any products other than 
propane, natural gas, or charcoal 
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FIRE SAFETY continued on Page 2

Before you grill that tender steak or juicy brat, Denver Fire Department 
asks you to check your grilling equipment to ensure it is in good working 
order and that it’s located away from structures. 
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The spotlight is on southwest 
Denver as Denver Arts & Venues 
begins the process of rejuvenating 
the May Bonfils Stanton Theatre at 
Loretto Heights.

Denver voters approved $30 million 
in RISE bonds last November to 
refurbish the theater and make 
it part of the City’s portfolio of 
performing arts venues that 
includes Red Rocks and the 
Denver Performing Arts Complex. 
Additionally, part of the project will 
be to construct a parking garage.

A new opportunity is entering the 
scene with the possibility for the 
City to also purchase the library 
that is adjacent to the theater. 
This would allow the City to create 
a community cultural center that 
can be used by a variety of groups 
for diverse purposes. Purchasing 
the library will increase the total 
budget to $50 to $80 million. A 
fundraising effort would need to 
happen to fund the balance of the 
project. 

Councilman Kevin Flynn hosted 
a public meeting in late May to 
update theater supporters about 
the status of the project. About 25 
people from an array or performing 
arts groups attended the meeting, 
providing enthusiastic support for 
adding the library to the project. 

Denver Arts & Venues leadership 
is working with Westside, the 
developer that owns the theater 
and the library, to see if it’s feasible 

for the City to add the library to the 
plans. A decision will be made in 
early July. 

Design of the theater updates will 
begin in late 2022, construction will 
happen in 2023-24, with a target 
completion date of the theater 
and garage in 2025. If purchased, 
the library will have a different 
timeline and will most likely be 
constructed in phases, dependent 
on financing. 
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briquettes — is illegal in Denver 
without permits from the Denver 
Department of Environmental 
Health and the Fire Prevention and 
Investigation Division. 
 
DENVER PARKS
A picnic in the park is a great 
way to spend time with family 
and friends. You can grill in parks 
located in Denver, as long as a 
grill is used and it is more than 12 
inches off the ground. Thoroughly 
extinguish all charcoals and 
dispose of them properly or pack 

them out. 

If you are enjoying a Denver 
mountain park, Jefferson County 
may issue fire bans which impact 
Denver mountain parks. Please 
check https://www.jeffco.us/511/
Fire-Restrictions-Bans before you 
go. 

Many residents in District 2 live near 
Denver parks, many of which have 
natural spaces filled with native 
grasses. There is some concern 
that these taller grasses are a fire 

hazard. In fact, 
taller grasses 
often hold 
more water 
in the soil, 
decreasing the 
fire danger. 
To learn more 
about how you 
can protect 
your property 
that backs to 
a park or open space, watch the 
June District 2, Two-Minute Talk. Use 
the QR code to watch the video. 

FIRE SAFETY from Page 1

GET THE MONTHLY DIGITAL NEWSLETTER!
Visit denvergov.org/district2 and click on 

“Sign up for the District 2 Newsletter”
or text COUNCILDISTRICT2 to 22828

Loretto theater project in planning phase

The theater (left) and the library (right) could become a 
cultural center for southwest Denver. 
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COMMUNITY GARDEN TAKES 
ROOT IN SOUTH DENVER
Calling all gardeners and those 
who are new to having a green 
thumb! Councilman Kevin Flynn, 
in partnership with Denver Public 
Schools and Denver Urban 
Gardens, is in the beginning stages 
of planning a large community 
garden at the Glenbrook 
Greenhouse in the southern part of 
the district. 

Flynn met with a small group of 
neighbors in April to talk about the 
process of starting a community 
garden. In May, he met with Linda 
Appel Lipsius, executive director of 
Denver Urban Gardens to discuss 
moving forward with planning.

There will be a public meeting 
in October (specific date to be 
determined) for anyone interested 
in helping grow this community 
project. In the meantime, please 
sign up to receive community-
garden updates by emailing stacy.
simonet@denvergov.org with 
Community Garden as the subject. 

CITY COUNCIL EXPANDS 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
As the cost of living in Denver has 
gone up, one in three households 
in our city struggles to afford 
housing costs today. These are 
our neighbors who are daycare 
providers and teachers, social 
workers, restaurant workers, and 
many other people who make our 
city the great place we all love. 

Denver City Council passed an 
Expanding Housing Affordability 
ordinance to ensure that as new 
homes are built in Denver, more 

affordable homes are built too – 
both to rent and to buy. This policy 
complements existing housing 
programs throughout the city.

The highlights:
• The ordinance requires new 

residential development of 
10 units or more to designate 
8-12% of the units as affordable, 
regardless of whether the 
home is for rent or for sale. In 
higher-cost areas of the city, 
such as downtown, developers 
need to provide 2-3% more 
affordable units. This will 
provide new workforce housing 
options in Denver. 

• The new law also increases the 
city’s linkage fee, which is a 
fee on development used to 
build and preserve affordable 
housing for people with lower 
incomes.

COVID VACCINE SUCCESS,
MORE CLINICS PLANNED
Denver Health, in partnership 
with Councilman Kevin Flynn’s 
office, has administered 2,104 
vaccinations to people in 
southwest Denver! A big THANK 
YOU to Denver Health staff for their 
efforts. 

Although we are learning to live 
with COVID, it’s important to take 
precautions and to get vaccinated 
or boosted  if you haven’t already. 
Soon those ages 6 months to 
4 years old will be able to be 
vaccinated. 

Watch Flynn’s monthly digital 
newsletter and his social media 
for information about upcoming 
vaccine clinics.
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HIGHLIGHTS

FOLLOW COUNCILMAN FLYNN ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

facebook.com/FlynnCD2 twitter.com/FlynnCD2

Councilman Flynn met with neighbors of the Glenbrook 
Greenhouse to discuss a community garden. There will be a 
public meeting about the project in October.
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Your opinion about ADUs in District 2 is needed

Do you know about Registered 
Neighborhood Organizations? 
Have you ever attended an RNO 
meeting? Most neighborhoods 
in District 2 have a coordinated 
RNO. Find yours by visiting 
denvergov.org/district2 and 
clicking on District 2 RNOs. 

RNOs are groups formed by 
residents and property owners 
within a neighborhood who 
meet regularly and whose 
organizational and contact 
information is kept on file with the 
city’s Community Planning and 
Development Department. RNOs 
receive notification of proposed 
zoning changes; landmark 

designation applications; 
planning board and board of 
adjustment hearings; notice of 
liquor, marijuana and cabaret 
licenses; and other activities that 
may impact your neighborhood. 
Your RNO discusses these 
changes and sometimes provides 
a letter or support or opposition 
to City officials to help guide their 
decision making.

In addition, RNOs often 
coordinate community events 
and social gatherings, circulate 
a neighborhood newsletter 
and administer neighborhood 
social media accounts to keep 
neighbors connected. 

Your RNO needs your support. 
Attend a meeting and find out 
what’s happening. It’s a great 
way to meet neighbors, discuss 
neighborhood issues and have 
some fun in the process!

Call Councilman Flynn’s office if 
you need help connecting with 
your RNO, 720-337-2222.

Join your Registered Neighborhood Organization

Accessory Dwelling Units, or ADUs, 
are a hot topic in the affordable 
housing discussion. They are often 
called alley houses, granny flats 
and carriage houses. ADUs are self-
contained, smaller living spaces 
that are an extension of an existing 
property. They have their own 
kitchen, bath and sleeping area, 
but are not considered a separate 
property that could be sold on its 
own. 

The ADUs in Denver project has city 
planners working with community 
members to evaluate how the 
Denver Zoning Code regulates 
ADUs. It will consider how ADUs 
are designed, how they fit in with 
different types of neighborhoods 
and how updates to the zoning 
code may reduce barriers to 
creating ADUs.

Donna Repp, a former Registered 
Neighborhood Organization 
president with a planning 
background from the Mar Lee-
Brentwood-Sharon Park area, was 
appointed by Councilman Kevin 

Flynn to represent District 2 on the 
advisory committee to the ADUs 
in Denver Project. As a member 
of this group, Repp is seeking 
input from District 2 residents on 
their opinions about ADUs in their 
neighborhoods. Please take this 
short survey (QR code below) and 
let us know your opinion.

Currently, ADUs are not allowed 
in most suburban zone districts, 
including nearly all of Council 
District 2. The principal reason is 
that there is only one public alley in 
the entire district, while the zoning 
code’s allowable ADU building 
forms and spacing standards most 

often assume there is alley access.

“With many curving streets, cul-de-
sacs and some shallow backyards, 
the designs for suburban-context 
zones must take privacy concerns, 
parking demands, transportation 
and infrastructure deficiencies into 
consideration,” said Councilman 
Flynn. “Our built environment 
is substantially different than 
the urban parts of Denver like 
Capitol Hill, Sloan Lake or Park 
Hill.” He added that Denver’s 
diverse neighborhoods require 
specific design standards that 
complement, not disrupt, the sense 
of community that they all have.

The approved 2019 land-use plan, 
Blueprint Denver, called on the 
city to conduct a public process 
to draw up specific standards 
and design criteria that would 
apply in different neighborhood 
types before creating ADU zoning 
citywide. That process started in 
March. Learn more at https://bit.ly/
LearnAboutADUs
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