
Two Denver agencies are 
proposing to charge a residential 
trash collection fee ranging 
between $9 and $21 a month, a 
program that Councilman Kevin 
Flynn opposes at this time.

The Department of Transportation 
and Infrastructure and the Office 
of Climate Action, Sustainability 
& Resiliency propose to increase 
the current bi-weekly recycling 
collection to every week, and 
provide free compost collection, 
a service that now costs $9.75 a 
month.

In exchange, the city would 
implement a monthly charge for 
regular trash service based on 
the size of the trash cart – $9 for 
the smallest, $13 for the medium 
size and $21 for the largest. There 
would be reduced rates for lower-
income households. The city’s 
residential trash program serves 
single family neighborhoods and 
small multi-family buildings of up 
to seven units. It is part of the city’s 
general fund budget. 

The intent is to use pricing as 
incentive for households to reduce 
the amount of waste they send to 
Denver’s landfill, while increasing 
the collection of recyclable 
materials and compost. The 

Climate Action office is taking 
the lead because methane 
emissions from landfills are a major 
greenhouse gas contributing to 
climate change.

Councilman Flynn does not support 
the proposal, believing the timing 
is bad and the strategy is flawed. 

Instead, he proposes eliminating 
the monthly composting charge 
entirely while mandating recycling 
and composting by large 
commercial and multi-family 
properties.

The councilman noted the solid 
waste division is struggling right 
now to meet the weekly pick-up 
schedule because of the loss of 
employees during the pandemic. 
“Our solid waste department is 
significantly short staffed, requiring 
the hard-working people who 
collect trash and recycling to work 
mandatory overtime to keep up,” 
Flynn said. “I can’t ask you to dig 
into your pockets and pay a fee for 
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The proposal from the City would charge money for trash service, 
depending on the size of trash can you use. Recycling and composting 
would be picked up weekly and would be included in the fee. 

“Mandating recycling and 
composting by our big 
producers of waste should 
come first.”

— Councilman Flynn

$9$9$13$13$21$21



Construction is complete on 74 
units of affordable housing being 
provided at the Loretto Heights 
redevelopment project.

Terrazzo hallway flooring has 
been refurbished. The gym was 
converted into two, multi-level 
apartments, each with its own 
basketball backboard and 
restored clerestory windows. The 
chapel’s stained-glass windows, 
decorative plaster walls, wood 
timber ceiling and decorative light 
fixtures are featured in a fourth-
floor apartment, according to the 
builder’s website.

With a wait list that had more 
than 700 names on it at one point, 
applications for the units are being 
processed, with more than a dozen 
units fully approved and ready for 
leases, said Grant Bennett with 
Proximity Green. Proximity Green is 
co-manager of the project. Denver 
Housing Authority, a partner in 
the project, is managing the 
application and leasing process. 

The only catch, leases can’t be 
signed until roads are paved for 
access. Unfortunately, the weather 
has caused paving delays. 

“We’re hoping that initial move-ins 
can start very soon, perhaps even 
later this month,” said Jim Hartman 
with Hartman Ely Investments LLC, 
the builder of the lofts.  Hartman 
wants the community to know 
how much his team appreciates 
all the community and City staff 
and leadership support, over the 
past couple of years. “We certainly 
could not have achieved what 

Pancratia has become without 
such incredible support! Thanks 
again for that.”

The project is a public/private 
partnership with the City and 
County of Denver, Denver Housing 
Authority, Colorado Housing and 
Finance Authority, Colorado 
Division of Housing, PNC Bank, ANB 
Bank and Commerce Bank.
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a service that right now isn’t being 
provided on a consistent basis.”

But more so, the councilman 
said, the program is taking aim at 
the wrong target. “Our residents 
already are doing more than 
their share of total recycling, and 
the potential to leverage more 
by charging for trash pickup 
is insignificant compared with 

the volume of materials going 
to the landfill from commercial 
buildings and large multi-family 
developments,” Flynn said.

“Mandating recycling and 
composting by our big producers 
of waste should come first. 
Charging a household that already 
is recycling as best they can won’t 
put much more in the purple cart. 

You have to aim for where the 
greatest potential exists.”

The proposed ordinance will 
be brought to City Council in 
April. If approved, it is planned 
to take effect in October. For 
more information about the 
proposal, visit https://bit.ly/
DenverExpandedWasteService.
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Pancratia hall lofts ready to be called home

One of the lofts, created where the gym used to be, features 
a backboard and multiple levels. Photo credit: The Unfound Door



POLICE DISTRICT 4 
GETS NEW COMMANDER
Congratulations 
to Brad Qualley 
being named 
the new 
commander of 
Police District 4. 

Commander 
Qualley began 
serving the 
Denver Police 
Department on 
June 1, 1999. 
Commander Qualley’s previous 
DPD assignments include patrol 
officer in districts 2 and 3, field 
training officer in District 2, 
academy instructor, District 4 patrol 
sergeant, Internal Affairs sergeant, 
and District 4 patrol lieutenant. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice from the 
Metropolitan College in Omaha, 
Nebraska.

Qualley has earned two STAR 
awards, one merit award, one 
community service award, and 
multiple official commendations 
and letters of appreciation. 

COMMANDER FLEECS RETIRES 
After 31 years 
of service to the 
Denver Police 
Department, 
Commander 
Mark Fleecs has 
retired. Thank 
you for your 
service!

Mark Fleecs 
was appointed 
as District 4 
commander in August 2015. For  
three years prior to that, he was the 
commander of the Investigative 
Support Division, which was home 
to many units including those 
responsible for investigating gangs, 
human trafficking and vice-related 

crime, as well as marijuana crime 
enforcement.

Commander Fleecs served in a 
variety of assignments in both 
patrol and investigations. He was 
committed to crime prevention 
through problem-solving and 
building police-community 
relationships.

ADUs in Denver

Over the next year, City planners 
will work with residents to develop 
specific language for new 
Accessory Dwelling Unit zoning 
standards. This work will include 
public workshops, small focus 
groups and surveys.

The project’s goals are to reduce 
barriers to building and improve 
design outcomes for ADUs.

A Community Advisory Committee 
will help inform the process. Donna 
Repp, past president of South 
Mar Lee/Brentwood/Sharon Park 
Neighbors, will represent District 2 
on the committee. 

To learn more about ADUs or how 
to get involved visit https://bit.ly/
LearnAboutADUs

HADLEY PUBLIC ART PROJECT
NEEDS YOUR VOICE
Artist Duncan Parks is asking people 
to record a story about why 
libraries are important, or a short 
talk about or a passage from your 
favorite book or a fond memory 
about reading. He will take 40 of 

the recordings and turn them into 
sound waves that are etched into 
a sculptural installation on the 
facade of the library. All recordings 
will be featured in an artistic card 
catalogue inside the library and 
be available for listening by library 
patrons. Each recording should be 
less than five minutes long.
“It’s about people’s relationship 
with stories,” said Parks as 
he explained the project to 
Councilman Flynn. Parks said 
this project was inspired by him 
reading to his young daughter.

Recordings can be made at the 
Hadley Branch Library or on Parks’ 
website, duncan.parks.com, 
through the end of April

FLYNN TO LEAD DRCOG
Councilman Flynn was elected 
as Chair of the Denver Regional 
Council of Governments Board 
of Directors in February. He has 
represented Denver on the board 
since 2018, and is the first director 
from Denver to be elected as 
board chair since 2007.

DRCOG, established in 1955, is 
one of the oldest metropolitan 
planning organizations in the U.S. 
It is made up of nine counties 
and 49 municipalities, each with 
an elected official on its board of 
directors. It allocates funding in 
the areas of transportation and 
personal mobility, growth and 
development, and aging and 
disability resources.
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Commander 
Mark Fleecs 

Commander 
Brad Qualley

Artist rendering of the facade 
of Hadley Branch Library.
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The Executive Committee of the 
Sisters of Loretto, meeting at the 
Motherhouse in Nerinx, Ky., voted 
in January to exhume the bodies 
of 62 deceased nuns buried in 
the Loretto Heights cemetery 
and rebury them in Mount Olivet 
Cemetery, the Catholic cemetery 
in Wheat Ridge.

The decision came after nearly 
five years of working with the 
Sisters of Loretto to ensure that 
any development on the closed 
campus treated the cemetery with 
reverence.

Among the remains to be 
exhumed, as early as summer, are 
those of Sr. Mary Pancratia Bonfils, 
the nun who in 1888 purchased the 
Loretto Heights hilltop property at 
Federal Boulevard and Dartmouth 
Avenue. She was a cousin of 
Denver Post founder Frederick 
Bonfils, whose family has been a 
benefactor of the Loretto campus.

“I am heartbroken by this 
decision,” said Councilman Flynn, 
who had been aware since last 
May of the possibility. He entered 
several pleas with the Sisters that 
the cemetery was integral to 
sustaining the legacy of the Sisters 
and their connection to the land.

“More than the sandstone and 
bricks in these historic buildings, 
the legacy of Loretto Heights is 
embodied in the physical presence 
on this land of the mortal remains 
of these pioneering women, a 
veritable touchstone to their actual 
work that was accomplished there 
for a century in the education of 
thousands of women, first, and 
then men,” Councilman Flynn 
wrote in his plea to the committee 

in Kentucky last year. 

The decision centered on the 
committee’s concern over 
perpetual care of the graves, 
whether through the Archdiocese 
of Denver at Mount Olivet, or 
the Loretto Heights Metropolitan 
District, which will maintain the 
campus grounds.

“After the Sisters of Loretto left the 
campus in 1988 and it came under 
the ownership of Japan’s Teikyo 
Group for nearly 30 years before 
they closed the college in 2017, the 
cemetery in the northwest corner 
of the campus sat neglected,” the 
councilman said. 

“I’m bewildered that now with 
a solid plan in place to beautify 
the cemetery and give it a 
place of honor and respect, 
the Sisters decided instead to 
move the graves. I know that the 

community members including 
the Denver-based nuns are very 
disappointed after working with 
me to ensure the spirit of Loretto 
is woven inextricably through the 
redevelopment.”

The first burial of a Sister at Loretto 
Heights was in 1898, and the last 
was in 1969. For 11 of the Sisters, this 
will be the second relocation. Their 
remains were moved to Loretto 
Heights in 1912 when the city took 
over the original Mount Calvary 
Cemetery to develop Cheesman 
Park and what became the 
Denver Botanic Gardens. 

Westside, the developer of the 
campus, is instead planning a 
memorial on the cemetery site. 
One of three potential designs 
would erect a trellis over the parcel 
modeled after the beams and 
rafters of the nearby historic Loretto 
Chapel ceiling.

Loretto Heights Cemetery to close this summer
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Artist rendering of proposed memorial for the Sisters of 
Loretto at the soon-to-be closed cemetery site. 


