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Pancratia Hall city’s newest landmark
Pancratia Hall, the 1930 classroom
and dormitory building on the
Loretto Heights campus, received
Denver Landmark designation
from City Council in December as
the building’s historic restoration
into 74 units of affordable housing
culminates in a January reopening.

will be used for affordable
housing is a tribute to Sr.
Pancratia Bonfils and the
Sisters of Loretto...”
— Councilman Flynn
people with fond memories of the
old dormitory spoke in favor of
historic landmark designation.
Martha Kirkpatrick, who grew up In
Bear Valley and is a 1982 Loretto
Heights graduate, said “Pan Hall,”

Pancratia is only the second
structure south of Sixth Avenue
and west of the South Platte
River to be designated a Denver
Landmark. The other one is also in
Council District 2: the Field Officer’s
Quarters on the Fort Logan parade
ground.
To qualify for historic landmark
designation, a property must
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At the public hearing, several

“The fact that this building

as it was affectionately known, was
the first building that she entered
as a new student in fall 1978. “I
was struck by how welcoming and
warm that dark red building was.”

720-337-2222

“This designation fits hand in glove
with the vision of the community,”
Councilman Flynn said just before
the unanimous council vote on
Dec. 13. “The fact that this building
will be used for affordable housing
is a tribute to Sr. Pancratia Bonfils
and the Sisters of Loretto, because
the spirit of Loretto will continue
in perpetuity not only through
this designation but through the
repurposed use as housing for
working families.”

Pancratia Hall will reopen early in 2022 with 74 units of affordable housing
following a full interior and exterior renovation under historic preservation
guidelines from the U.S. Department of the Interior.

kevin.flynn@denvergov.org

It isn’t often that new development
results in carrying on the
architecture and traditions of the
past. But Pancratia Hall does just
that, transitioning from a Catholic
college for women into housing for
working families. The stately Gothicstyle structure will be a testament
to the mission of the founding
Sisters of Loretto and a poster
for the city’s affordable housing
program.
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Loretto Theater revival wins bond funding
Renovations to revive and reopen
the May Bonfils Stanton Theater at
Loretto Heights received $30 million
in backing from Denver voters in
the November election.
The theater bonds were the largest
single component of Measure
2A, a $104 million package of
improvements to city facilities. It
passed with the largest number of
votes of all five bond issues on the
ballot.
“This was a high priority identified
during the planning process by
the people of southwest Denver,
and a key element in the revival
of the closed-down campus,” said
Councilman Flynn. “Revitalization
of this historic building will bring
the performing arts into the heart

“It’s the largest city

investment ever in southwest
Denver.”
— Councilman Flynn
of the community, provide for the
growth of existing performance
organizations, and foster the
creation of new groups.”
The project totals $40 million,
including a private component
for the additional $10 million.
The build-out will start with
design work sometime next year
through late 2023. It includes
construction of a parking garage
behind the theater, possible use
of the adjacent library building,

reconfiguration of the seating
bowl and improvements to make
it accessible to people with
disabilities.
“It’s the largest city investment ever
in southwest Denver,” Flynn said.
The theater, built by Loretto Heights
College in 1962 through the
philanthropy of May Bonfils Stanton
and her estate, will be donated by
the campus developer to the city
through an agreement approved
in conjunction with the rezoning of
the site in May. It will be operated
by the city’s Arts and Venues
Department, the agency that also
manages Red Rocks Amphitheater,
the Denver Coliseum, the Buell
Theater, the Ellie Caulkins Opera
House and other sites.

PANCRATIA from Page 1
maintain its integrity, be more than
30 years old or of exceptional
importance, demonstrate a historic
context and meet at least three of
10 significance criteria.
Pancratia Hall met five of the 10
criteria: direct and substantial
association with a recognized
person or group of persons who
had influence on society; embody
distinctive visible characteristics
of an architectural style or type; a
significant example of the work of
a recognized architect or master
builder; an established and familiar
feature of the neighborhood due
to its prominent location or physical
characteristics; association with
social movements, institutions,
or patterns of growth or change
that contributed significantly to

Pancratia Hall after its completion in 1930.
the culture of the neighborhood,
community, city, state, or nation.
At least three other campus
structures will be designated
historic landmarks as

redevelopment occurs. They are
the 1890 Loretto Academy, which
is the prominent building with
the bell tower, the 1911 Loretto
Chapel and the 1916 Priest’s House
bungalow.

Stay in touch with what’s happening in Council District 2

Visit denvergov.org/district2 and click on “Sign up for the District 2 Newsletter”
This new digital newsletter will be delivered to your inbox once a month
and provide you news that impacts you.
Each printed issue of High Points will be continued to be mailed in District 2.
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HIGHLIGHTS
FIESTA COLORADO DANCES
AT DSST COLLEGE VIEW

Students at Denver School
of Science and Technology:
College View Campus learned
traditional Mexican dance from
Fiesta Colorado, paid for through
a sponsorship from Councilman
Kevin Flynn and the District Art
Challenge.
Through their physical education
classes and student assemblies,
students were provided a dance
residency and workshop from one
of the most prominent Hispanic
dance companies in Colorado.
The Fiesta Colorado Dance
Company was formed in 1972 and
was awarded the Mayor’s Award
for Excellence in the Arts in 2006 for
its service to the community and
for excellence in the preservation
of the Hispanic Arts, according
to its website. It is the mission of
Fiesta Colorado to help preserve
the traditions of the Spanish and
Mexican dance and music arts.

BEAR CREEK TRAIL
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

Denver Parks & Recreation has
partnered with Mile High Flood
District for repair of severe bank
erosion within Bear Creek Trail near
West Dartmouth Avenue and South
Gray Street. Construction began in
mid-December, and is expected to
take about three months, weather
permitting.
During construction, the trail
along West Dartmouth will have
limited pedestrian access. All
park users should follow the
trail detour and use caution
around the construction area.
Once construction is complete,
landscaping improvements will
take place in summer of 2022.
The project is also upgrading
stormwater infrastructure, stabilizing
the channel, and improving stream

Fiesta Colorado’s mission is to educate the youth and
support life-time professional artists.
function to create a resilient creek.
To remain updated on project
detours, visit denvergov.org/trails.
Questions can be emailed to
the project manager at jessica.
andersen@denvergov.org.

NEW RNOs FORMED

Fort Logan South and Academy
Park are two new registered
neighborhood organizations
recently formed in District 2. Fort
Logan South serves 1,600 homes
and Academy Park serves 175
homes. All of District 2 is now
represented by an RNO or an HOA.
To find out if you are a part of an
RNO, enter your address in this
map https://bit.ly/FindMyRNO.

HELP KEEP SIDEWALKS CLEAR
OF SNOW

Snow is finally falling! It is up to you
to remove the snow from sidewalks
around your home and business.
Businesses have four hours after the
snow stops to shovel and residents
have 24 hours.
Work together with your neighbors

to help those who can’t shovel.
There are many reasons people
may need assistance with snow
removal or they may not know the
City rules for keeping sidewalks
clear. Talking to your neighbor and
offering a helping hand will almost
always resolve a snowy sidewalk
faster than the City can.
For information about the City’s
snow response, visit denvergov.
org/snow.

REDISTRICTING IS UNDERWAY

Every 10 years after the release of
the U.S. Census data, Denver City
Council is required to redraw its city
council boundaries to ensure every
person has a voice in electing their
local representative.
Denver residents are encouraged
to get involved and draw their
own map for consideration by
City Council. The mapping tool,
Maptitude, is available at this link:
https://redistricting.denvergov.org/
Redist/
Watch denvergov.org/redistricting
for information about public
meetings about redistricting.
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Irving bike lane redesign in dispute
City planners have changed their
design for the proposed Irving
Street bike lanes to restore much of
the curbside parking they initially
intended to eliminate, but it hasn’t
satisfied either the residents who
live there and depend on curbside
parking or bicycle activists who
still want the parking eliminated to
make way for barrier-protected
bike lanes.

As a result, Councilman Flynn has
asked the agency to reconsider
whether Irving Street is an
appropriate place to install bike
lanes, and instead direct cyclists to
safer, low-speed streets where bike
lanes already exist, including Lowell
Boulevard and Raleigh-Tennyson
streets.
“The total loss of curbside parking
will have a devastating effect
on Brentwood United Methodist
Church, a 70-year-old southwest
Denver institution with a history
of neighborhood outreach and
on-site activities, as well as at
Sanderson Gulch Park, which has
no off-street parking alternative for
people to bring their kids to play or

party,” the councilman said.

“I’ve always tried to find common
ground among all sides when
there are competing interests;
but here, the compromise eludes
me. The safest way to resolve this
is to admit the street isn’t safe for
cyclists, or for pedestrians and
residents as well, and build trafficslowing improvements such as curb
extensions, mini-roundabouts and
wider sidewalks.”
The city’s Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure
initially designated Irving Street
from Kentucky to Amherst avenues
as a future Neighborhood Bikeway
when voters approved bond
funding for citywide bike lanes. But
last year, after studying average
speeds and the record of bike and
pedestrian accidents on Irving,
DOTI determined that the bike
lanes should be barrier-separated,
such as those you see on 14th and
15th streets downtown.
It would be the first barrierseparated bike lane in a residential
neighborhood, outside of the

downtown core. It would require
eliminating all parking in front of
people’s homes for the entire two
and a half miles, and installing
white plastic posts and asphalt
curb blocks wrapped in yellow
tape seven feet out from the curb
to provide a safe lane for cyclists.
A petition opposing the changed
proposal, coordinated by the
council office, was signed by 327
people who live along or next to
Irving Street. As a result, in some
blocks the planners restored
parking on one side of the street
and eliminated it on the other.
In other areas it eliminated the
parking but without barriers, and
in another segment it kept the
vertical barriers in place.
That redesign has not pleased
either proponents or opponents.
“We would end up with bike lanes
that cyclists won’t use, but leave
residents saddled without options
for visitors, deliveries, lawn services,
home health providers and other
needs,” the councilman said.

Flynn seeks new path to regulate flavored tobacco
The City Council upheld Mayor
Michael Hancock’s veto of a
bill to ban flavored tobacco
products, and now Councilman
Flynn is working with colleagues
on a replacement proposal
to reduce youth vaping and
smoking.
The bill aimed to keep the
products out of the hands of
youth by banning their sale
entirely, including to adults.
Councilman Flynn voted in favor
of the bill on first reading, but
after the mayor vetoed it, the
councilman voted to uphold

the veto in order to work on
the different approach in the
mayor’s veto message.
“There are ways to crack down
on accessibility for youth of
flavored vaping and tobacco
products that are more
collaborative and targeted than
the bill that was vetoed,” said the
councilman.
All council members agreed
with the aim of keeping flavored
tobacco out of the hands of
youth, but didn’t agree that an
outright ban would achieve that,

particularly with the prevalence
of online sales and the
widespread availability at stores
just across the city line.
“We will work with local retailers
and city agencies to come
up with more robust licensing
requirements, tougher penalties
for violations and other
creative approaches that limit
access for youth, but still allow
adults to make choices for
themselves whether or not to
use flavored tobacco,” Flynn
said. “Government shouldn’t be
making that decision for them.”

