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City Council has kicked off the process of redrawing 
the boundaries of our 11 council districts based on the 
results of the 2020 Census. The goal is to have the new 
lines in place by March.

For complete information and to stay on top of the 
process, go to https://denvergov.org/redistricting.

With Denver’s 19-percent increase in population 
since 2010, Council District 2 is sure to grow larger in 
area. Most of the growth over the past decade has 
occurred in the northern and eastern parts of the city, 
which will pull District 2’s boundaries in that direction. 
The district has had virtually the same boundaries 
since the 1990 Census redistricting, but prior to that, 
District 2 included the College View neighborhood on 
the east side of Federal Boulevard.

Redistricting will be done in a three-phase process. 

The first step is to identify communities of interest that 
the public believes should not be divided between 
districts. You can be part of this effort right now by 
going to https://www.representable.org/drive/define-
your/ to draw a map around your community and 
state what makes it special.

Next, in late September after the Census Bureau 
releases detailed figures, the state will redraw House 
Districts on which precinct boundaries are based. 
Once Denver’s precinct map is produced, City 
Council will have a website powered by Maptitude 
on which staff, council members and members of 
the public at large will be able to draw their own 
boundaries and submit suggested maps.

Council staff also will create an online dashboard with 

Council district boundaries will change
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BACK TO SCHOOL
Kassandra Ornelas of the SouthWest Denver 
Coalition and April DeLeon of the Harvey 
Park Recreation Center assemble some 
of the 200 elementary, middle and high 
school backpacks Councilman Flynn’s office 
purchased for the coalition’s annual backpack 
drive for southwest Denver students.
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Census data from 2000, 2010 and 
2020. It will allow users to examine 
demographic shifts over time. If 
you would like to see how Denver’s 
districts have changed from the 
1950s to today, see the maps at 
https://tinyurl.com/CDist-Maps.

The third and 
final step will 
be a series 
of six public 
meetings 
around the city 
and one virtual meeting on maps 

drawn up by the public and by 
council members that meet the 
legal criteria under the U.S. and 
state constitutions and the Denver 
Charter. You can read the city 
charter criteria at https://tinyurl.
com/Denver-Redistrict

REDISTRICTING from Page 1

Each issue of High Points is mailed in District 2. But the easiest way to keep up on city and southwest Denver news is to 
sign up by email and have the newsletter sent to your inbox. 

Get on our list by contacting dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222

Rendering from Semple Brown Design shows the view of the reconfigured 
May Bonfils Stanton Theater looking toward the stage from the back row 
of seating.

Voters will decide in November 
whether to approve a bond 
package that includes $30 million 
for renovations and reopening of 
the historic May Bonfils Stanton 
Theater on the Loretto Heights 
campus.

Revitalizing the theater as 
a performing arts center for 
southwest Denver was a key 
community goal in the 2019 
Loretto Heights Area Plan. During 
development of the bond 
proposals, the city’s Finance 
Department said the theater 
renovation received the most 
comments from the public during 
telephone town halls and via 
email.

The $30 million allocation is the 
largest portion of the $104 million 
city facilities bond package 
that City Council referred to the 
ballot. Under the development 
agreement for Loretto Heights, 
the city would take ownership 
of the mid-century modern-
designed building, and it would 
be managed by the Denver 
Arts & Venues Department. That 
is the agency that operates 
performance locations including 
Red Rocks Amphitheater, Buell 
Theater, Ellie Caulkins Opera House 
and the Denver Coliseum.

The initial design concept 
reconfigures the interior of the 
theater, built in 1962, to modern 
standards. As part of that, when 
public facilities are improved, the 
law requires renovations to meet 
accessibility requirements under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
The design removes the existing 
balcony to make a single seating 
bowl with level pathways from the 
lobby to the stage to comply with 
the ADA.

The building also would include 
rehearsal and meeting space for 

other community needs. A 2019 
feasibility study documented a 
high demand for this space. You 
can read the study at https://
tinyurl.com/Theater-Study.

If voters approve the bonds, the 
project would still need to raise 
$10 million privately. A fundraising 
drive would be initiated if the 
bonds are approved. If voters turn 
down the bonds, the development 
agreement gives the city and the 
developer until May 2025 to come 
up with another financing plan.

Loretto theater bonds headed to ballot
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RENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR COVID IMPACTS
Rent assistance is available under 
five contracts approved by City 
Council for low-income households 
facing loss of housing due to 
financial hardship stemming from 
the COVID pandemic.

The city’s Department of Housing 
Stability will administer a total 
of $21.7 million in federally 
funded contracts with Brothers 
Redevelopment, the Community 
Firm, Jewish Family Services, 
Northeast Denver Housing Services 
and the Salvation Army. The funds 
come under the Emergency 
Rental Assistance Program. Utility 
payments may also be covered.

The contracts are intended to stem 
an anticipated tide of evictions 
following the end of a moratorium 
in effect during the pandemic. 
Nearly one in eight Denver 
residents is behind on rent, and 
many may receive an imminent 
notice to pay their rent or lose their 
homes. Households that include an 
individual unemployed for 90 days 
prior to application and households 
with income at or below 50% of the 
area median income are prioritized 
for assistance.

To learn more and determine 
possible eligibility, go to https://
Denvergov.org/RentAssistance 
or call 1-844-926-6632. The 
website also has information for 
homeowners facing foreclosure.

BEAR CREEK PROJECT TO 
REMOVE NOXIOUS PLANTS 
Denver Parks and the Mile High 
Flood District are collaborating on 
a two-year effort to thin noxious 
weeds and hazardous tree species 
along Bear Creek in order to 
enhance the resiliency of the 
riparian environment. The program 
will take in up to 200 feet of both 
the right and left banks, in an effort 
to boost water quality in the creek.

During the work, park users along 
Bear Valley and Bear Creek parks 
may notice work trucks and crew 
members in the natural areas. The 
work has been contracted to 2DOT 
Environmental Consulting. They 
will continue to clear out noxious 
plants and stabilize the banks of 
the creek to minimize scouring and 
erosion.

ELECTION DATE CHANGE 
OFFERED TO SOLVE TIMING 
A charter change proposal will be 
on the November ballot to put two 
months instead of one between 
Denver’s municipal general 
election and any possible runoff 
elections. The proposal moves the 
May election to April in order to 
comply with changes in federal 
and state laws that now require 
ballots to be mailed to military and 
overseas citizen voters at least 45 
days before an election.

Denver’s runoff elections, held only 
when no candidate for mayor, 
auditor, clerk or district council 
member gets at least 50 percent 
plus one of the vote, are held in 
June, just one month after the May 
general election.

Councilman Flynn sponsored the 
bill referring the change to voters 
following a recommendation from 
the Denver Clerk and Recorder, 
whose office conducts elections. 
The clerk held a seven-month 
public process including an 
advisory committee examining 
different voting systems that 
would resolve the timing conflict, 
before recommending moving the 
general election back one month 
as the simplest change among the 
alternatives.

You can watch a video of the 
councilman’s presentation 
explaining the change at a City 
Council committee meeting 
by going to https://tinyurl.com/
Charter-Change

HOW TO FORM A 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Neighborhood Watch groups are 
formed in partnership with the 
Denver Police Department. They 
will assist with conducting a kickoff 
meeting of neighbors who want to 
participate. You can access more 
information at https://tinyurl.com/
DPD-Watch. 
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HIGHLIGHTS

Celebrating the 50th anniversary in August of the opening of the Bear 
Valley Branch Library are, from left, Bear Valley Senior Librarian James 
Davis, branch volunteer Glenna Criste, Councilman Flynn and Denver 
Librarian Michelle Jeske. 
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Councilman Flynn’s office is 
resuming a project to have 
Registered Neighborhood 
Organizations established in 
all areas of the district not now 
covered by one. Up until the 
pandemic restricted in-person 
gatherings, the council office led 
organization of three new RNOs 
and expansion of a fourth one.

There are two principal areas 
currently not covered by an 
RNO – Academy Park south of 
the Hampden Frontage Road 
at Kendall Street, and the 
neighborhoods south of Quincy 
Avenue between the town of Bow 
Mar and the cities of Sheridan, 
Englewood and Littleton. The 
council office will leaflet these 
areas to announce meetings 
where residents can decide 
whether to organize. 

RNOs are not HOAs. There are no 
required dues or neighborhood 

rules that come with registering. 
The advantage is the official 
standing it gives to take positions 
on city issues. They are formed 
by residents and property 
owners who meet to discuss 
neighborhood issues and learn 
about city initiatives on which 
they can have official standing to 
take positions for or against. RNOs 
receive notification of proposed 
zoning amendments, landmark 
designation applications, planning 
board and board of adjustment 
hearings, liquor and cabaret 
licenses and other activities 
occurring in the neighborhood.

To learn more about RNOs, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/How-To-RNO.

You may already live within an 
RNO, which the councilman 
encourages you to join and 
be active. From north to 
south, they are South Mar 
Lee Brentwood Sharon Park 

Neighbors, Green Meadows 
Improvement Association, Harvey 
Park Community Organization, 
Dartmouth Heights Association, 
Bear Valley Improvement 
Association, Seven Springs 
Neighborhood, Pinecrest Village 
Improvement Association, Pinehurst 
Country Club HOA, Pinehurst 
Homeowners Association, Pinehurst 
Village Condominium Association, 
and Glenbrook Park West Autumn 
Run Neighbors.

To find out if you are in one, go 
to  https://tinyurl.com/RNO-Map 
and type in your address. There 
are homeowner associations in the 
district that are not registered as 
RNOs. The councilman encourages 
their leadership to consider 
registering in order to have input 
on any upcoming zoning or 
licensing issues. Renters in our 
many apartment complexes may 
also wish to organize. Contact the 
council office for more information.

Neighborhood organizing resuming

Denver’s Department of 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
is planning to add curb, 
gutter, sidewalk and drainage 
improvements on Iowa Avenue 
between Federal Boulevard and 
Irving Street, as well as Hazel Street, 
in the Mar Lee neighborhood of 
Progress Heights.

Councilman Flynn has lobbied 
the department for several years 
to make these improvements in 
a neighborhood where people 
now have to walk along gravel 
shoulders. Storm drainage in the 
area has also been poor. The 
neighborhood was subdivided in 
1926 when it was part of Arapahoe 
County, and only a few parcels 
have added sidewalks in recent 
years when new development 
occurred.

The project is part of Denver’s 

sidewalk gap program funded 
by the 2017 Elevate Denver bond 
issue and Denver Wastewater 
revenue. Project managers held 
an information session in August for 
nearby residents, and all of those 
who attended were happy to hear 
the improvements were coming.

“When I walked this neighborhood 
in 2014, I was struck by the 
substandard conditions along 
Hazel and Iowa,” the councilman 
said. “But with substantial drainage 
work also required due to grades, it 
would cost a lot more than simply 
placing some concrete sidewalks 
along the edges. I’m grateful to 
the department for assembling a 
financial package that can cover 
this needed work.”

Councilman Flynn has flagged 
for the department several other 
areas of the district that have 
urgent need for the sidewalk gap 
program to address, including the 
west side of Sheridan Boulevard 
between Jewell and Evans 
avenues where raised driveway 
curbs and utility poles effectively 
make portions of the existing 
sidewalk impassible for people with 
disabilities.

Curb, drainage work coming on Iowa Avenue

Gilberto Miramontes and Jose Rael, 
both longtime residents on Iowa 
Avenue, review plans for sidewalks 
with transportation planning 
consultant Sebastian Montenegro.
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