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Denver’s public health department has laid out a 
plan for COVID-19 vaccinations that puts priority on 
preventing deaths and ending as soon as possible 
the restrictions that were put in place to fight the 
pandemic. 

First in line under this plan are health care workers and 
individuals in direct contact with COVID patients, plus 
long-term care facilities’ staff and patients. Also in 
this first phase are moderate-risk health care workers 
including home health care and dental office staff, 
and first responders such as paramedics, firefighters, 
police officers and correctional officers.

That distribution already has begun and will last 
through early spring.

Phase 2 will begin in early spring and last until June, 
with vaccinations for higher-risk individuals such as 
people age 65 and older, those with chronic medical 
conditions such as diabetes, lung, heart or kidney 
diseases, or other immune system problems. Also in 
this phase are frontline service industry workers with 
high contact with the public – grocery, restaurant, 
meat packing, and health care workers not covered 
in Phase 1.

Phase 3, expected to start in June, will offer 
vaccinations to the general public over age 18.

Vaccination plan 
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Life is returning to the Loretto Heights campus, with 
renovation of Pancratia Hall well underway and 
rezoning of the campus up next. See Page 2 for 
details.

VACCINATIONS continued on Page 2
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Renovation of Pancratia Hall on 
the Loretto Heights campus is off 
to a fast start, but rezoning has 
been pushed back to May for 
City Council consideration, as city 
agencies and the owner hammer 
out details to ensure they match 
the community’s vision outlined 
in last year’s Loretto Heights Area 
Plan.

At issue have been variances 
from by-the-book rules that were 
obstacles to implementing the 
people-over-autos vision for 
pedestrian and bicycle safety, 
housing that is oriented in a way 
that preserves the character 
of a campus atmosphere, city 
policy on accepting a new street 
located on a Denver Water 
easement, and numerous other 
items.

The owner and city also are 
coming to terms allowing for 
net-zero energy housing and 

sustainability features including 
water usage and drainage.

The plan is to request a down-
zoning of the campus, to reduce 
the allowable density. Its current 
zoning permits high-density 
residential buildings over 60 
percent of the land, including 
buildings up to 150 feet high in 

the open field on the west side 
of the 70-acre site. Instead, lower 
density residential — single-family 
and townhouse — is planned 
there, with higher density closer 
to the campus core. All of the 
existing buildings are retained 
with the exception of the pool, 
and dormitories Walsh and 
Marian halls, currently under 
demolition.

Pancratia Hall is being turned 
into 72 rental apartments for 
working families. Scheduled for 
occupancy by October, work is 
progressing quickly. Councilman 
Flynn recently took a tour inside, 
and posted photos on the 
Council District 2 Facebook page 
at https://tinyurl.com/Pancratia-
Tour. 

The Loretto Academy, Chapel 
and Pancratia Hall will become 
designated Denver Landmark 
structures. 

Loretto rezoning pushed to May

In Council District 2, the 
neighborhoods of Mar Lee, Harvey 
Park and Fort Logan had the 
highest rates of infection as of mid-
December. You can get a current 
breakdown on all Denver County 
COVID data at https://tinyurl.com/
Data-Denver. 

“Everyone who is concerned with 
alleviating this public health and 
economic crisis brought on by the 
virus should consider getting this 
vaccination when it is available 
to you,” Councilman Flynn said. 
A presentation detailing the 

vaccination program for Denver 
is posted at https://tinyurl.com/
COVID-SW-Denver 

Denver has established two 
community testing sites convenient 
to southwest residents. These 
sites are intended for people 
who do not have insurance 
or access to testing. People 
who have insurance should go 
to their doctors for testing, so 
that the community sites aren’t 
overwhelmed. The community sites 
are at Ruby Hill Park at 1380 W. 
Florida Ave., and Paco Sanchez 

Park at 1290 Knox Court.

The city has a website with 
information on COVID resources 
for residents and businesses, which 
you can reach at https://tinyurl.
com/COVID-Denver. Residents 
can get information on where to 
get food assistance, employment 
and help with mortgage or rent 
payments. For businesses, the site 
has information on relief programs 
for small businesses, current rules 
for operating, how to obtain 
personal protective equipment for 
employees, and more.

VACCINATIONS from Page 1

A new fourth-floor dormer in 
Pancratia Hall provides a view 
of the historic Loretto Academy 
tower.

Each issue of High Points is mailed in District 2. But the easiest way to keep up on city and southwest Denver news is to 
sign up by email and have the newsletter sent to your inbox. 

Get on our list by contacting dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222
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Police contract 
approved
City Council approved a two-year 
contract with the Denver Police 
Protective Association on Dec. 14. 
The pact, decided by a neutral 
arbitrator, is identical in every respect 
to the deal that the council rejected 
8-5 in September. Because of the 
impasse, it went to arbitration. The 
union submitted the same deal to 
the arbitrator, while the council and 
the mayor could not agree on a final 
salary offer to submit.

Councilman Flynn supported the 
original deal and voted to approve 
the arbitrator’s binding decision, 
which passed 10-3. In the contract, 
police officers agreed to about 
$5 million in givebacks in 2021 to 
help the city balance the budget, 
including the equivalent of eight 
days of furlough even though they 
must work. In 2022, officers would 
receive a 2.77 percent annualized 
raise in two steps.

The councilman considered the pact 
to be crucial to the city’s financial 
bottom line, with officers joining other 
city workers in reduced pay for 2021. 
The union stated its willingness to 
reopen the issue of a raise in 2022 
if the city finds itself still in financial 
difficulty.

Speed trackers coming
Countilman Flynn’s office has 
purchased five solar-powered 
speed-tracking devices for use 
around the district. These small 
dynamic signs will show drivers their 
speeds, and flash at them to slow 
down.

More importantly, they are easily 
portable to be installed at any 
location where speeding is a 
problem, and upload all data 
in real time to the cloud. This will 
allow police to identify the best 
locations and times of day to focus 
enforcement.

The council office is keeping a list 

of locations to place these devices. 
If you live on a street that has a 
speeding problem, you can email 
the location to the council office at 
dana.montano@denvergov.org. 

Revised group living 
proposal
The proposal to expand group 
homes and permit more unrelated 
adults to live together in a single 
household has been significantly 
revised based on council input and 
large-scale opposition. It is now on 
track to come to the full council for 
consideration in late January or early 
February.

Among the changes are: Disallowing 
community corrections halfway 
houses in low-density single-family 
and duplex neighborhoods, and 
reducing the maximum size of 
other group homes in those areas; 
increasing the number of unrelated 
adults in a household from the 
current 2 to 5, rather than 8 as had 
been proposed, and making that a 
hard cap rather than allowing any 
of their adult relatives to join them; 
and adding a density measurement 
to prevent a concentration of 
group homes in any area. View the 
planning department’s presentation 
at https://tinyurl.com/New-Group-
Living. 

Councilman Flynn welcomes your 
thoughts on the new proposal, at 
kevin.flynn@denvergov.org. 

Neighborhood snow 
clearing
With winter here, residents are 
reminded that the city requires 
sidewalks to be cleared of snow 
within 24 hours of the end of snowfall. 
The deadline for businesses to clear 
their sidewalks is four hours.

In the event you or someone you 
know is an older adult, living with a 
disability, temporarily ill or physically 
unable to clear the walks, Denver’s 
Snow Angels program may be able 

to help. The program attempts to 
match volunteers with neighbors 
in need of assistance for snow 
shoveling. Those interested in getting 
on the list for help can email their 
name and address to SnowAngels@
denvergov.org.

If you are interested in becoming a 
Snow Angel, use that same email 
address to add your name and 
address for matching you with 
people in your neighborhood who 
may need your help.

Help for eviction or 
foreclosure    
Denver has resources to help people 
facing foreclosure or eviction. A 
partial eviction moratorium has been 
in effect due to the pandemic, but 
tenants and homeowners facing 
financial difficulty may find these 
resources useful. 

Information for homeowners facing 
foreclosure can be found at https://
tinyurl.com/Foreclosure-Aid-Denver. 
For tenants, the city has an eviction 
defense fund to assist with legal 
representation, as well as a fund 
for Temporary Rent and Utility 
Assistance. For more information, 
go to https://tinyurl.com/Denver-
Eviction-Help. 

New bike lanes for Bates, 
Irving
Denver’s Department of 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
plans to design and install high-
comfort bikeways along West Bates 
Avenue from Lamar Street in Bear 
Valley to Raleigh Street in Harvey 
Park, and on Irving Street from Florida 
to Amherst avenues in Mar Lee and 
Brentwood.

A “virtual” open house is planned 
for February, but you can learn 
more about the project right 
now by going to https://bit.ly/
DenverMovesBackbones or by 
emailing the project team at bikes@
denvergov.org.
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After each election, Councilman 
Flynn checks on how Council 
District 2 voted on issues. With 26 
precincts in the council district 
and 23 state and city issues on the 
ballot report, the councilman put 
together a spreadsheet showing 
how each precinct voted on each 
issue. If you’d like to check on 
how your precinct voted, find your 
location on the map, and then go 
to https://tinyurl.com/CD2-Results 
to see the spreadsheet.

Eight of the 23 issues failed to pass 
in our council district. But six of 
them passed statewide or citywide 
anyway. Council District 2 voted 
no on the two sales tax increases 
for climate action programs and 
homelessness services, and three 
measures that added to city 
council powers. On every other 
issue, southwest Denver voters 
were in synch with city or state 
results.

Here are the precinct breakdowns:

STATEWIDE ISSUES:
• Amendment B, Repeal 

Gallagher Amendment: 26 Yes
• Amendment C, Bingo-Raffle 

License Rules: 22 Yes, 4 No
• Amendment 76, Citizenship 

Requirement for Voting: 26 Yes
• Amendment 77, Local Option 

to Increase Betting Limits in 
Casinos: 26 Yes

• Proposition EE, Increase 
Tobacco and E-Cigarette Tax: 
26 Yes

• Proposition 113, National 
Popular Vote: 24 Yes, 2 No

• Proposition 114, Gray Wolf 
Introduction: 21 Yes, 5 No

• Proposition 115, 22-Week 
Abortion Ban: 26 No

• Proposition 116, Decrease 

Income Tax Rate: 26 Yes
• Proposition 117, Voter Approval 

for Fee Increases: 13 Yes, 13 No
• Proposition 118, Paid Medical 

and Family Leave: 25 Yes, 1 No 

DENVER ISSUES:
• Measure 2A, Climate Sales Tax: 

10 Yes, 16 No
• Measure 2B, Homelessness 

Sales Tax: 9 Yes, 15 No
• Measure 2C, Council 

Professional Services: 26 No
• Measure 2D, Transportation 

Advisory Board: 26 Yes

• Measure 2E: Council Approval 
of Appointees: 6 Yes, 20 No

• Measure 2F, Council Meetings 
Modernizing: 26 Yes

• Measure 2G, Mid-Year 
Budgeting: 2 Yes, 24 No

• Measure 2H, Municipal 
Broadband: 26 Yes

• Measure 2I, Clerk Appointees: 
26 No

• Measure 2J, Repeal Pit Bull Ban: 
24 Yes, 2 No

• 4A, DPS Mill Levy: 25 Pass, 1 Fail
• 4B, DPS Bond Issue: 26 Pass

District 2 election results

Happy holidays from Council District 2!Happy holidays from Council District 2!

https://tinyurl.com/CD2-Results

