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Loretto Heights’ community vision OKd
The Loretto Heights Area Plan
passed the City Council in
September, capping a year of
tremendous community input
and kicking off the next level of
planning for the historic campus.
The plan recommends less density
on the campus than allowed by
its current zoning. The current zone
district allows residential high-rises
up to 150 feet tall over 60-percent
of the 70-acre site, and prohibits
commercial and retail uses. But
as a result of the plan, allowable
heights are lowered and no
building can ever be as high as the
lower roofline on the historic Loretto
Academy building.
The plan calls for single-family,
duplex, townhouse and apartment
options across a range of income
levels, and adding commercial
and retail, which currently aren’t
permitted. The aim is to make the
campus a complete community
with opportunities to live, work
and play for all southwest Denver
residents. It requires preservation
of the Academy building, Chapel
and Pancratia Hall, and paves
the way for preservation of other
structures including the theater.

Councilman Flynn said. More than
1,300 individuals participated, and
more than 2,300 public comments
were woven into the plan. The final
survey showed pubic agreement
ranging between 85 percent
to 97 percent for the plan’s
recommendations.
The owner, meanwhile,
announced it will host the public
at open sessions every first Tuesday
at 6 p.m. in the campus library, to
continue its public engagement.
All are welcome.
The bell tower of the 1890 Loretto
Academy building
Almost twice as much open
space is being proposed than
the city requires, and the plan
outlines recommended views to
be preserved to and from the
campus. You can read the plan
here: https://tinyurl.com/LorettoPlan
“This is the most specific and
robust area plan the city ever
has approved, and every bit of
it came from the community,”

The plan was endorsed by
numerous groups and individuals
including Southwest Denver
Coalition representing our
Latino residents, the Vietnamese
American Community of
Colorado, Sisters of Loretto, Loretto
Heights alumni, Denver Public
Schools, City of Sheridan, and 10
southwest Denver neighborhoods
organizations: Bear Valley,
College View, Dartmouth Heights,
Glenbrook-Park West-Autumn Run,
Greens at Pinehurst, Lakeridge,
Pinecrest Village, Pinehurst Country
Club, Seven Springs, and South Mar
Lee-Brentwood-Sharon Park.
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Airport oversight in Flynn’s committee
The restart of Denver International Airport’s Great Hall
project, which the city took back from the private
partner in August following disagreements over
progress and safety, will be subject to oversight by
the City Council’s Business, Arts, Workforce & Aviation
Services Committee, chaired by Councilman Flynn.
The councilman, as the city hall reporter for the Rocky
Mountain News in the 1980s and 1990s, covered
every aspect of DIA’s development, from conception
to opening, and has significant familiarity with its
operations.
“With the failure of this public-private partnership,
we will want a comprehensive report on what went
wrong, and a detailed plan for completing the
project in less time and for at least the same cost
as the original partner,” Flynn said. The project was
budgeted at $770 million.
The Great Hall has become difficult for passengers to
navigate due to disruption from construction. Airport
officials are preparing contracts with builders who will
step in after the Nov. 12 official departure of Great
Hall Partners.
The project’s primary goal is to move TSA’s security
screening areas from the Great Hall’s fifth level to

Work on the Jeppesen Terminal’s Great Hall will
resume after a new contractor is on board late this
year.
Level 6. The current layout is vulnerable due to the
visibility of the TSA checkpoints. Moving them up to
level 6 reduces security risks and makes the screening
process more efficient.
Councilman Flynn supported the original contract,
and so he is anxious to understand what went wrong.
Until then, he is reluctant to consider any new publicprivate partnership projects.

City may consider adding to household sizes
Denver’s Community Planning and
Development agency has been
leading an advisory committee
to suggest changes in the city’s
group home and household living
regulations, because of demand
for non-traditional housing types.

This evaluation will include a review
of land uses and definitions for
households, community corrections
facilities, shelters for the homeless,
residential care homes, new uses
like tiny home villages, and more.
Based on this evaluation, planners
will recommend updates to the
zoning code.

Councilman Flynn has met with
the agency staff leading the
evaluation, and told them that he
is opposed to one of the emerging
recommendations that would
increase the number of unrelated
adults living together in a house,
duplex or multi-family apartment or
condominium from the current two
to eight.
“We have to find better ways
to meet our increasing need for
additional housing than trying
to cram them into inadequate
spaces,” the councilman said.
“Two- and three-bedroom homes
that are typical in southwest

Denver’s neighborhoods weren’t
designed to be rooming houses for
up to eight unrelated adults plus all
of each one’s families.”
Current zoning rules state that
a household unit may have two
unrelated adults plus any of
their relatives. While that often
results in large families, the units
were intended for families. The
suggested change to eight adults
plus their families could overwhelm
neighborhoods.
The councilman welcomes your
thoughts. You can email him at
kevin.flynn@denvegov.org.

Each issue of High Points is hand-delivered in selected neighborhoods. But the easiest way to keep up on city and
southwest Denver news is to sign up by email and have the newsletter sent to your inbox.
Get on our list by contacting dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222
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LANDMARK CHANGES
COMING

The process by which structures are
designated as Denver Landmarks,
subjecting them to city design
review and restrictions, is being
changed after several years of
contentious battles over so-called
“hostile landmarkings” such as the
recent Tom’s Diner application.
Councilman Flynn served on the
task force that worked over the
last year to identify ways to reduce
conflict and promote collaboration
when outside applicants seek to
force a landmark designation on
someone else’s property, usually to
stop the owner from demolishing a
building.
The council in the previous
four years denied three such
landmarkings, and formed the task
force in response. The consensus
that developed was to add a
pause to the review and approval
process to allow for a mandatory
stakeholder meeting facilitated by
the city, lasting up to 40 days. The
purpose is to explore alternatives
to demolishing potential historic
landmark buildings. The changes
also clarify that City Council can
deny a third-party application
solely for the reason that the owner
opposes it.
The update also adds cultural
relevance to the criteria for
landmarking, which may lead
to designation of structures
beyond historic, geographic or
architectural criteria.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
RESIDENCY ON BALLOT

Councilman Flynn sponsored a
City Charter amendment you will
see on your November ballot to
address a semantic loophole that
might not require elected officials
to continue living in the city or
district while in office. The charter’s

HIGHLIGHTS
current language requires that
elected officials be residents of
Denver for at least two years prior
to being elected, but is silent on
maintaining that residency during
time in office.
The amendment makes it
mandatory for elected officials
to maintain residency in the city,
and district where applicable,
during the term of office, and
automatically removes an elected
official from office if that person is
proven to no longer live in the city
or district.

TAKE OUR ANNUAL
COMMUTING SURVEY

How do you get to work? How
do you get around town on your
daily trip? Do you drive alone,
take transit, bike, walk, or work
from home? Take Denver’s annual
commuter survey and help our
mobility staff plan our infrastructure
for the way we’re actually trying to
use it!
The quick online survey helps.
You can take it here: http://bit.ly/
DenverCommutes
Denver’s Mobility Action Plan
and the recently adopted
Comprehensive Plan set a goal
of 50 percent single-occupancyvehicle commuting, 15 percent
walking and biking, and 15 percent
using transit. These plans also call
for a reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions, of which transportation
is the second-leading source in
Denver. The data will allow the city
annually to measure against those
goals.

CENSUS 2020
APPROACHING

The U.S. Constitution requires
that our nation’s population be
counted every 10 years, primarily
to apportion seats in the House
of Representatives to ensure fair

Councilman Flynn talks about the
importance of a full count of the
state’s population during a meeting
of Talleres de COLOR at the Hadley
Library.
representation. Census data also
is used for many federal funding
formulas to the states. With
Colorado anticipated to pick up
an additional seat in the House,
from seven to eight, due to our
population growth, it is vital to
count everyone.
Denver has established a
complete count committee to
plan for the opening of the effort
this spring. You can read up on
it at https://tinyurl.com/DenverCount. Councilman Flynn has been
speaking to community groups
in southwest Denver about the
importance of a full count. Last
month, he spoke to Talleres de
COLOR at the Hadley Library. If you
would like a presentation on the
Census, contact the council office
at 720-337-2222.
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Theater agency looks over Loretto’s space

Staff from Denver Arts and Venues meets in the May Bonfils Stanton Theater.
Staff from Denver Arts and Venues toured the May
Bonfils Stanton Theater on the Loretto Heights campus
as part of evaluating how to refurbish and reopen
the 1,000-seat facility to serve as southwest Denver’s
performing arts center.
Councilman Flynn and the theater owner,
Westside Investment Partners, conducted the
tour. Denver Arts and Venues is the agency that
operates city-owned theaters and facilities such
as Red Rocks Amphitheater, the Denver Coliseum,
the Denver Performing Arts Complex and the
Colorado Convention Center. The councilman has
suggested that the city take over the operation and
management of the theater at some point.
The theater was built in 1962, and features significant
backstage and rehearsal spaces as well as the

main theater space. The study documented a high
demand by various performing arts organizations
for this space. But it also identified a minimum of $22
million in renovations required to comply with current
standards, particularly compliance with Americans
with Disabilities Act requirements.
Separately, a 400-space parking garage costing
about $8 million would be needed, following loss
of much of the campus’ parking from prior building
construction.
“I’m hopeful that working together, we can thread
the needle on this,” Councilman Flynn said. “At our
last big community meeting, Mayor Michael Hancock
told our community we would save the theater. As a
matter of equity in our underserved part of town, this
facility is irreplaceable.”

Getting the lead out of water service lines
Some older neighborhoods including in Council District
2 have lead service lines between the meter and the
house. Denver Water has developed a program to
reduce or eliminate exposure to lead, citywide. The
mapping shows that homes in Mar Lee and Harvey
Park between Florida, Patton, Yale and Federal could
still have lead service lines.
While Denver’s water is lead-free, lead can get into
the water as it moves through these customers’
lead-containing plumbing and service lines. That is
generally caused by corrosion in the line.
For nearly 30 years, Denver Water has conducted
water quality monitoring at homes with known lead
and copper service lines and plumbing. In 2012,
sample results exceeded the level the Environmental

Protection Agency requires for taking action. While
samples have not exceeded the action level since
then, the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment last year designated orthophosphate, a
food additive, as the best method to fight corrosion.
Denver Water is tackling the issue of customer-owned
lead service lines, by accelerating the removal of
those lines through a Lead Reduction Program,
consisting of three actions: increasing orthophosphate
in the water; providing free home water filters on
request to all customers in the suspected areas;
and replacing lead service lines with copper, free
of charge, for up to 90,000 customers over the next
15 years. If you suspect you are impacted by this,
you can call Denver Water at 303-893-2444 or email
lead@denverwater.org.

