High Points
Council District 2 has the highest point
in the City and County of Denver

News from Councilman Kevin Flynn | Denver City Council | August 2018

City will develop Loretto Heights area plan
Councilman Kevin
Flynn and Denver’s
Community Planning
and Development
office will lead a
community-based
comprehensive plan
process for the 72-acre
Loretto Heights campus
that will set a vision for
the iconic southwest
Denver site, now that it
has been acquired by
a Denver developer.

is guaranteed,”
Councilman Flynn
said of the landmark
sandstone tower
building that dominates
the site. A deed
covenant requires this
preservation.

The stakeholder
committee organized
by Councilman Flynn
in January 2017, after
Colorado Heights
University announced
The aim is to develop
it was closing and
Preservation of the 1890 Loretto Academy building is
what will be the first
selling the campus,
required under a covenant in the deed.
neighborhood-level
will form the nucleus
plan ever done in
of a new steering
to function as a common place,
Council District 2 and serve as the
committee
that will provide the
and encourage meetings and
benchmark for an anticipated
core
community
input to the plan.
encounters between groups of
rezoning application by the
It
includes
representatives
from
people,” Westside partner Mark
developer, Westside Investment
nearby
Registered
Neighborhood
Witkiewicz told Councilman Flynn.
Partners. Without an approved city
Organizations, elected officials, the
His most recent project was Dairy
plan, there is no formal community- Block in lower downtown.
Sisters of Loretto, who established
based guidance by which to
the campus in 1890 and sold it in
evaluate a rezoning.
1988, and Loretto alumni.
One of the councilman’s chief
Westside bought the campus
in July. In several meetings with
neighborhood organizations set up
by the councilman, Westside has
said it wants a rezoning in order
to create a sense of place with
“heart and soul” that will animate
the historic campus with tenants,
users and residents. “The goal is

aims is to preserve the nearly 1,000seat May Bonfils Stanton Theater,
which can be a cultural jewel of
the southwest metro area if an
operator can be found to take it
over.
“But first, I want everyone to know
that preservation of the Loretto
Academy building and chapel

But, the councilman said, the
steering committee will be
expanded to include other interests
such as non-profit organizations
that serve the community,
advocates of affordable housing,
transportation, social equity and
health, property owners and
businesses.
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Drafts of Denveright plans need input
The city’s collection of land use, transportation,
parks and other plans branded under the umbrella
of “Denveright” has been released in draft form for
public comment. These plans, when approved, will
guide the development of our city for the next 20
years, helping to shape our neighborhoods.
Councilman Flynn urges all District 2 residents to review
the plans online and answer the survey sometime
before the close of the public input period on Oct. 31.
You can also engage directly with city planning staff
at an upcoming “office hours” opportunity from 3 to 6
p.m. on Oct. 17 at the Harvey Park Recreation Center.
“I can’t overstate the importance of having your
input on these plans,” Councilman Flynn said. “The
last version of Blueprint Denver, the city’s land use and
transportation plan approved in 2002, successfully
guided the city’s growth to areas where we wanted
change to occur, while helping areas of stability
maintain their character.
“The new Blueprint Denver will overhaul that
approach with different metrics that can change the

way growth is directed.”
Blueprint Denver is striving to grow a more inclusive
city. It will measure socioeconomic factors like
vulnerability to displacement, housing options and
proximity to healthy food, jobs and transportation.
Data for all places in the city will be updated annually
to measure progress and tailor city programs, policies
and spending to the needs of each neighborhood,
rather than assume one size fits all.
There are five plans in the collection: Blueprint Denver,
Comprehensive Plan 2040, Game Plan for Parks and
Recreation, Denver Moves: Transit, and Denver Moves:
Pedestrians and Trails. You can review and give your
input on surveys for each one through the main
website: Denvergov.org/Denveright.

Group homes rules may change
Denver’s Community Planning and Development
Department is reviewing the zoning code’s rules and
regulations for group homes. These are residential
facilities, from traditional single-family houses to
apartment buildings, that are used for group
living needs such as elder care, homeless shelters,
transitional or special care housing, community
corrections, live-work spaces, transitional and special
care facilities such as sober-living homes, and new
trends like tiny houses and single-room occupancy.

The Group Living Stakeholder Advisory Committee,
which is working with the agency on this review, has
identified numerous issues with group homes, and
together they intend to propose changes to the city
zoning code that would change the way the city has
approved and regulated group homes.
One of the primary goals of the review is to loosen
the definition of “household,” which currently restricts
the number of people who can live in a household

to two unrelated adults, plus people related to either
of them. Changing the rule would allow expansion of
group homes in single-family neighborhoods.
You can read the committee’s “problem statement”
outlining the issues and the goals here: https://tinyurl.
com/Denver-Group-Homes
The city held the first public meeting on this review in
August. Based on comments gathered there, the city
and the advisory committee will develop proposed
changes to the zoning code to address the issues.
Another public meeting will be held for public review
and comment before changes go to the Planning
Board and City Council. Councilman Flynn invites
you to follow this process and weigh in during public
meetings, contacting his office or by email to the
agency.
You can catch up on the work done so far, and get
contact information, at denvergov.org/groupliving

Each issue of High Points is hand-delivered in selected neighborhoods. But the easiest way to keep up on city and
southwest Denver news is to sign up by email and have the newsletter sent to your inbox.
Get on our list by contacting dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222
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HIGHLIGHTS
TRANSIT OPEN HOUSE
SET FOR OCT. 10

Southwest Denver families can
benefit from increased choices in
transit and other mobility methods.
Many constituents have told
Councilman Flynn over the years
that they feel left out of the city
and regional mobility network. We
don’t have Bcycle, dockless bikes,
Car-2-Go or electric scooters this
far from the core city. But could
you use them as part of a car-less
commute elsewhere for your lastmile connection?
Here’s your chance to learn about
mobility and transit, and sound off
on how we can improve it here in
the southwest. Councilman Flynn
has put together a Transit and
Mobility Open House to be held
Wednesday, Oct. 10, from 6 to 8
p.m. in All Saints Church Parish Hall,
2559 S. Federal Boulevard.
RTD and city staff will be there to
tell you what’s available now, and
for you to tell them what you wish
were available in the future. Please
make plans to attend.

POLICE RESPONSE MEETS
COUNCILMAN’S GOAL

The time it takes for police to
respond to high-priority 911 calls
in southwest Denver continues to
improve, meeting a key goal that
Councilman Flynn set three years
ago on taking office.
“A city audit that came out in 2014
found that the average response
time to 911 emergency calls in
southwest Denver was 16 minutes,
longer than anywhere else in the
city,” the councilman said. “My
highest priority goal was to reduce
that by at least 25 percent.”
Now, the statistics show that
through June, the average
response time is under 12 minutes,
an improvement of just over 25
percent in three years.

Locations of each Council District 2 bond project
“The high response time was due
almost entirely to the reduction
in the number of police officers in
Denver that came with the 2008
recession,” Flynn said. “We had a
net decline of 230 officers because
Denver couldn’t afford to hire
replacements.”
In 2015, Councilman Flynn worked
with the administration and the
police department to set an
annual goal of 100 police recruits
per year through 2019. This offsets
retirements and other departures
while providing more officers to
southwest Denver and the the city.

BOND PROJECTS
IN THE PIPELINE

The bond program, now named
Elevate Denver, includes these
projects in Council District 2, with
letters corresponding to locations
on the map to the right:
A. Harvey Park Irrigation
B. Harvey Park and Recreation

Center: Deferred maintenance
and construction of a parking lot
C. Loretto Heights Park: Replace
playground equipment
D. Bear Valley Park: Replace tennis
courts and other improvements
E. Bear Creek Park: Replace picnic
areas
F. Pinecrest Village Park: Upgrade
asphalt walk to concrete
G. Stanford and Balsam Park:
Replace playground equipment
H. Wagon Trail Park: Upgrade
asphalt walk to concrete
I. Southwest Recreation Center:
Deferred maintenance
J. Fire Station 25: Deferred
maintenance
K. Fire Station 28: Update living
area
L. Fire Station 30: Deferred
maintenance
Citywide projects in Council District
2: Street paving, curb and gutter
replacement, new sidewalks, and
new bike paths/lanes.
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Real estate class to generate South Sheridan ideas
In an exciting development for the underutilized
commercial area on Sheridan Boulevard at Evans
Avenue, the Urban Land Institute has followed up
its February report on how to revitalize the zone by
conducting a 14-week class that will recommend
three separate, realistic redevelopment ideas.

Called the Real Estate Diversity Initiative, the class
accepted 30 participants from among applicants
who are women or people of color with interest in
real estate-related careers. In its ninth year, the ULI’s
REDI program is aimed at increasing the diversity of
professionals in real estate.
Councilman Flynn’s office offered to pay the $250
fee for applicants from Council District 2 who were
accepted. One constituent was accepted as a
participant. The class includes both large and small
group mentoring sessions at the University of Denver,
and is divided into three teams to create separate
development plans and pro formas for the South
Sheridan site.
The class kicked off June 25 with a session on the site,
including a walking tour with Councilman Flynn. It
will conclude on Sept. 24 with presentations from the
three teams, critiques in a “shark session” with experts,
and graduation.
“I am anxious to see what new ideas these fresh eyes
can envision for this area,” Councilman Flynn said.
“A lot of us remember how well the South Sheridan
Commercial Area served the neighborhood, with the
old Target store, movie theater, home improvement

Councilman Flynn leads the REDI class on a walking
tour of the South Sheridan Commercial Area on June
25.
store, the indoor ice arena and other businesses.
Those days are gone, but something new can rise in
their place.”
The ULI report in February recommended that
revitalization focus on health, fitness, local food
entrepreneurs and public gathering places. The
report was underwritten by the councilman’s office
and a grant from the Denver Regional Council
of Governments. Five outside experts in land use,
retail, transportation and housing interviewed 32
neighborhood leaders, faith and nonprofit leaders,
property and business owners, planners and
developers. You can read the report at tinyurl.com/
ULI-South-Sheridan.

Councilman sponsors disclosure and ethics requirements
Councilman Flynn sponsored amendments to the
ethics and disclosure law that require city officials to
publicly report when they receive certain items from
other city agencies, including travel expenses not
funded through their own department budgets.
The amendments followed media reports about
travel expenses for officials flying on city business,
and a Board of Ethics advisory that sought to classify
city expenditures on items for officials as gifts. Taken
together, the two actions created an unsustainable
conflict with existing city law, fiscal policy and the
federal tax code that had to be resolved.
Travel on official city business is often a part of the
job for city employees, whether within the state,
around the country or internationally. In cases

of international travel, the city’s fiscal rules allow
for business-class travel under certain specific
circumstances. Business travel is not considered a
gift under the IRS code, and the City Charter and
Revised Municipal Code forbid city-funded gifts to
officials and employees that are not reasonably part
of normal compensation.
Councilman Flynn’s amendments established a
new semi-annual public report required from all
city officials, elected or appointed, to include
items provided to them by other city departments
valued at $50 or more. The report would include any
overnight travel expenses, including air fare, hotels
and meals, that are paid for them by other city
departments. Such expenses have never been part
of financial disclosures.

