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Colorado Heights University, 
owner of the historic Loretto 
Heights campus on Federal 
Boulevard at Dartmouth 
Avenue, selected Catellus 
Development Corp. as the 
buyer of the 70-acre hilltop site. 
Catellus is based in Oakland, 
Calif.

Councilman Flynn met with 
Catellus leadership and  
college officials and received 
assurance that the new 
owner will engage with the 
surrounding neighborhoods, city 
planners and other stakeholders 
in coming up with a plan for the 
campus. 

In addition, Catellus will preserve 
the historic 1891 Loretto Academy 
and adjoining chapel buildings, 
and explore potential to reuse 
other buildings on the campus. 
Catellus’ development vision for 
the site is almost entirely residential.

Catellus, with extensive experience 
nationally in redeveloping sites 
such as closed military bases, 
airports and campuses, is acting 
as a “master developer.” It will 
come up with a master plan 
and development agreement 
in consultation with the city 
and neighbors, and perform 

what’s called the “horizontal” 
development, and then identify 
“vertical” developers who would 
construct housing in conformance 
with that plan.

Councilman Flynn asked Catellus 
to kick off meetings right after 
the new year with the closest 
neighborhood organizations. They 
include Dartmouth Heights, Sharon 
Park, Brentwood, College View 
and Harvey Park.

“When Colorado Heights University 
announced its closure and sale 
a year ago, city planners and 
I agreed that finding a master 
developer as the buyer would be 
the best approach,” Flynn said. “It 
gives the community significant 
input into the process of coming 

up with a development plan. 
We will be discussing density, 
height, open space, traffic and 
preservation.”

Catellus said its approach is to 
build consensus.

“This is a highly visible 
development which demands 
thoughtful planning and 
execution,” said Tom Marshall, 
Executive Vice President 
of Catellus Development 
Corporation. “Catellus will 
collaborate with community 

leaders and neighbors, Colorado 
Heights University, and the City and 
County of Denver to determine the 
best uses while working to preserve 
and transform the campus.”

As part of the transition, Catellus 
is performing up to four months of 
due diligence on the infrastructure 
and will take up to a year to settle 
on a development plan.

The university and Catellus also are 
continuing with the donation of the 
historic cemetery on the rear of the 
campus to the Sisters of Loretto, 
who have 62 deceased members 
of their order buried there. They 
also plan a monetary donation to 
the order to assist with perpetual 
care of the site.

Catellus buys Loretto Heights campus
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The Loretto Academy building, opened in 
1891, will be preserved by the new owner.
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The first telephone town hall ever conducted by a 
Denver City Council member gave a platform to 
Council District 2 to have questions answered directly 
by Councilman Flynn and Denver Police District 4 
Commander Mark Fleecs.

What did participants want to know? Primarily, how 
can we slow down speeders in the neighborhoods, 
and what is the future of the Loretto Heights campus. 
Listen to the entire hour at tinyurl.com/Flynn-Town-Hall.

Councilman Flynn held the town hall on Nov. 30 
with 103 participants on the line. Calls were made 

to publicly available land lines in the district, as the 
law doesn’t allow unsolicited calls to mobile phones. 
For future town halls, you can opt in for your mobile 
phone by texting CD2 to 828282.

The councilman gave a four-minute update including 
improved police response in southwest Denver, the 
sale of the Loretto Heights campus and a study on 
potential revitalization of the commercial area on 
South Sheridan Boulevard between Jewell and Warren 
avenues. Cmdr. Fleecs talked about crime in the 
district, focusing on prevention of auto theft and theft 
from motor vehicles.

Voters in Council District 2 approved all seven bond 
issues on the Nov. 7 ballot, in line with the citywide 
results. The bond issues totaled $937 million in capital 
projects to be built over the next seven to 10 years. 
The bonds are being issued as older bonds are paid 
off, which will allow the city to borrow new money at 
the same mill levy rate, 8.44 mills. 

The projects in Council District 2 include $2.2 million in 
improvements to Harvey Park Recreation Center and 
park including an off-street parking area, $500,000 for 
improvements at Southwest Rec Center, $1.8 million 
to reconstruct the deteriorating tennis courts in Bear 
Valley Park, new playgrounds at Loretto Heights and 
Stanford/Balsam parks, new picnic areas in Bear 

Creek Park, concrete walks to replace asphalt in 
Pinecrest Village and Wagon Trail parks, 23 lane-
miles of arterial street repaving including Sheridan 
Boulevard next to Fort Logan National Cemetery, and 
3.2 miles of sidewalk installation at various locations 
where sidewalks are missing.

Citywide, all seven issues were approved by more 
than two-thirds majority. They passed by smaller 
majorities in Council District 2, Individual precinct 
results weren’t available as this newsletter went to the 
printer, but you can view a citywide map showing 
ranges of vote percentages by precinct at Tinyurl.
com/2017-Bond-Results. Click on the “Mapping” tab, 
and scroll to select Final Unofficial Results.

Councilman Flynn gave $2,020 that was allocated from the mayor’s office to Harvey Park Rec 
Center to stage the mayor’s Imagine 2020 Art Challenge. Center Supervisor April DeLeon put on 
a multi-faceted event Nov. 4 with Zumba dance, kids’ artwork and live music, attended by 150 
people.

Southwest voters favored bond issues

Residents voice concerns in telephone town hall

IMAGINE 2020 IN DISTRICT 2
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911 RESPONSE TIME SHORTENS
Average police response time to 
emergency 911 calls in southwest 
Denver been shortened by nearly 
25 percent over what it had been 
in a 2014 Denver Auditor’s study.

In the 2015 campaign, Councilman 
Flynn’s number-one pledge was to 
reduce the response time found in 
the audit by 25 percent. The 2014 
auditor’s report noted that Police 
District 4 had the longest average 
time of the six police districts, at 
16.32 minutes.

Statistics though October this 
year show the average is down to 
12.31 minutes, a reduction of 24.6 
percent. District 4 no longer has the 
longest average response times, 
but is third of the six districts.

“I’m pleased that we have 
progressed this far in just two 
years,” the councilman said. “I 
give credit to Chief Robert White 
and the mayor for working with 
my budget amendment in 2015 
to continue hiring 100 new officers 
each year, and I credit our District 
4 Commander Mark Fleecs 
for his smart and professional 
management of our district 
personnel resources.”

FLYNN ON GROUP REVIEWING 
LANDMARK PROCESS
Councilman Flynn has been 
appointed to a task force that will 
recommend changes to the city’s 
Landmark Preservation Ordinance. 
The group, formed by Community 
Planning and Development, will 
include up to 16 stakeholders and 
take a year or longer to weigh 
changes.

The task force comes in the 
aftermath of three unsuccessful 
efforts in the past two years 
by third-party applicants to 
designate other persons’ homes 
as landmarks, against the owners’ 
will. The councilman voted no on 

all three proposals after concluding 
they did not meet the ordinance’s 
minimum requirements for 
preservation.

“We need to find better tools for 
maintaining the character and 
integrity of our neighborhoods 
than placing the burden on the 
backs of individual homeowners,” 
Flynn said. “Forcing homeowners 
to become unwilling combatants 
in the conflict over growth and 
change when their life savings is 
tied up in their property is not good 
policy. And landmarking random 
structures doesn’t achieve the goal 
of preserving overall neighborhood 
character.”

BEAR VALLEY ADOPTS PARK 
FOR CLEAN-UP
Bear Valley Improvement 
Association’s spring and fall 
volunteer clean-up program along 
Bear Creek and Bear Valley Park 
has earned official recognition 
from the city’s Adopt-A-Spot 
program. Two signs went up on 
poles along Dartmouth Avenue 
between Golden Way and Upham 
Street recognizing the work of 
the Registered Neighborhood 
Organization in keeping the park 
and the creek banks clean of trash 
and debris.
The clean-up weekends are 
organized by BVIA board members 
and volunteers. The Council District 
2 office is able to lend the group a 

sufficient number of long-handled 
pinch-grabbers for the workers, 
along with trash bags. During the 
last clean-up in October, Java 
on the Creek coffee shop in the 
Dartmouth Place center provided 
coffee for the volunteers. The work 
makes a measurable difference in 
the great appearance of the park 
and the roadway alongside.

BEAR VALLEY LABYRINTH 
TO BE REHABBED
The garden area in Bear Valley 
Park known as The Labyrinth 
because of its maze-like walking 
paths through wild roses, 
native plants and trees will be 
rehabilitated through a budget 
allocation of more than $50,000 
secured by Councilman Flynn.

The garden is in an area of the 
park along Dartmouth Avenue, just 
east of Reed Street, installed in the 
1990s. Over the years, damages 
to the underground irrigation line 
have contributed to deterioration 
of the plants, and reduced 
maintenance had allowed it to 
become overgrown and unsightly.

During a tour of the park this 
summer with the Bear Valley 
Improvement Association 
leadership and the city parks 
department’s natural resources 
planner, the councilman pointed 
out the unacceptable condition 
of the space. In fall budget 
negotiations with the mayor’s 
office, the councilman asked for 
funds to repair the irrigation line, 
plant new vegetation and improve 
the crusher-fine pathways.

The mayor agreed to budget 
$51,570 for the irrigation repairs 
and other work, one of the few 
council amendments he included 
in the 2018 budget. Shortly after 
that, parks workers cleaned up the 
area and upgraded the paths. The 
irrigation work will occur in 2018.

HIGHLIGHTS

Adopt-A-Spot is part of the city’s 
Keep Denver Beautiful program. 
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The city council appropriated, over the mayor’s 
objection, $200,000 in the 2018 budget to seed a 
legal defense fund for immigrants facing deportation. 
Councilman Flynn and three other council members 
voted against using city funds for this purpose.

“Anyone facing a legal proceeding benefits from 
having at attorney to advise them,” Flynn said. “But 
under the City Charter and Colorado Constitution, 
public money may be spent only for public purposes. 
If a private fund were established for immigrant 
legal defense, I would donate to it from my personal 
account. But I don’t believe we have authority to 
spend city tax dollars on private individuals in a 
federal court.”

The councilman said that with this precedent, the city 
could justify spending public money on just about 
anything, and that’s not what the charter intended.

The mayor’s office proposed a legal defense fund for 
immigrants but had not yet decided whether it should 
be entirely private or include public funds. A task force 
will come up with a recommendation soon for how 
to structure the program, and the mayor opposed 
making an appropriation before that.

Immigration defense fund 
voted in by council

Denver voters passed Initiative 300 in November 
mandating “green roof” gardens on buildings with 
more than 25,000 square feet of floor area. The 
mandate applies to any new building built after Dec. 
31, and to existing buildings when they replace their 
roofs.

The initiative sponsors have reached out to officials 
including Councilman Flynn to discuss ways to address 
unintended consequences identified during the 
campaign. The councilman opposed I-300 because 
of the mandate on existing buildings. The initiative 
passed citywide by eight and a half percentage 
points, but voters in Council District 2 voted against it 
by a wide margin of 18.4 percentage points. It failed 
in 25 of our 26 precincts. 

“I’m hopeful we can work together and not risk 
losing neighborhood businesses in older buildings 
that cannot afford this mandate,” Flynn said. “I’ve 
suggested several ideas with the sponsor and he’s 
open to them, for which I am grateful.” Citizens 
initiatives cannot be amended until six months after 
taking effect, and then only by a super-majority of 10 

votes on city council.

While the costs of installing rooftop gardens might 
be accommodated in newly planned buildings, the 
mandate to install them on existing buildings when 
they need roof replacements causes a significantly 
disproportionate impact on our older commercial 
buildings in southwest Denver, where we have little 
new development. For example, if the owner of the 
tallest building in Denver, Republic Plaza with 1.2 
million square feet of leasable space, had to replace 
its roof, it would cost about $275,000 according to the 
benchmark figures in I-300. 

On the other hand, there is a 77,000-square-foot retail 
building in our council district that has just one level 
but a larger rooftop than Republic Plaza. Replacing it 
with a green roof would cost about $575,000, double 
the cost at Republic Plaza but with one-sixteenth 
of the tenant space over which to spread the cost. 
That expense could cause neighborhood businesses 
to close and buildings to deteriorate, because I-300 
prohibits the city from issuing the roof repair permit 
until the fee is paid.

Green Roofs mandate under discussion

Harvey Park and Brentwood residents came 
out to an on-site open house on Oct. 28 to give 
input on a proposal to create a small park area 
in the asphalt triangle at Lowell and Evans. The 
natural area would filter pollutants out of storm 
runoff before it flows to the river.

PARK MEETING

Each issue of High Points is hand-delivered in selected 
neighborhoods. But the easiest way to keep up on city 
and southwest Denver news is to sign up by email and 

have the newsletter sent to your inbox. 
Get on our list by contacting 

dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222


