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Voters will consider $937 million bond issue
Your November ballot will include
seven bond issue questions totaling
$937 million in capital projects from
streets and mobility, to parks and
recreation, public safety, cultural
institutions and city facilities.
Denver proposes general
obligation bond issues every 10
years or so, as previously issued
bonds are paid off, so that projects
can be funded with the same
property tax mill levy. The bond mill
levy is 8.44 mills, which means a
house valued at $300,000, asessed
at $21,600, pays $182 into the bond
fund annually.
Nearly half of the total amount
is dedicated to transportation
and mobility projects, including
$101 million toward major street

What’s in it for Dist. 2?
Read the list of large itemized
projects: tinyurl.com/Itemized-Projects
Smaller citywide projects:
tinyurl.com/Citywide-Breakdown
Look for Council District 2 to see the
allocations in our neighborhoods.

repaving, curb and gutter repairs
and bridge rehabilitations. The
entire package is the result of a
public input process that began
with public meetings last fall. The
one for Council District 2 was at
Lincoln High School.
Council District 2 has $13.86 million
in projects on the list including $2
million for off-street parking and

other improvements at Harvey
Park Recreation Center and $1.8
million to replace the Bear Valley
Park tennis courts. Also included
are new playgrounds, picnic sites
or paved walks at five city parks
in the district, 23 lane-miles of
arterial street repaving, addition of
sidewalks and other projects.
General obligation bonds are
repaid through a property tax
levy. They require voter approval
before they can be issued. The last
such bonds were voter-approved
in 2007, through a program called
the Better Denver Bonds. Prior bond
issues were done in 1998 and 1989.
For more information on the
entire program and the public
involvement that shaped it, go to
Denvergov.org/2017GObond

GROUND BREAKING

Councilman Kevin Flynn,
community members and VASA
Fitness officials break ground to
convert the former Safeway at
Sheridan and Jewell into a fitness
center. See Page 7 for more
information.
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Project considered at Lowell and Evans
Denver planners are
asking the public
what they think
about improving
water quality
of urban storm
runoff with “green
infrastructure” to
filter it before it
enters the sewers.
The area they’re
considering: That
odd triangular
patch of asphalt
on the east side of
Lowell Boulevard
between Warren
and Evans avenues.

runoff from a 2-acre
watershed that
originates at Iliff.

Public works water
quality planner
Ashlee Grace
has worked with
the Harvey Park
Improvement
Association’s
Sustainability Team
to propose a natural
area of native
plants mingled with
detention areas to
trap contaminants
in the runoff before
they get to the
sewer inlet and on
to Sanderson Gulch
and the South Platte
River. It would create
a green “parklet” at
the corner.

The triangle is a
10,000-square-foot
leftover from the
The asphalt triangle at Lowell, Warren and Evans would become
subdivision of lots
a water-quality parklet.
in Harvey Park in
1954. The developer
angled Lowell
slightly west when going south from Evans in order to
The city held a public meeting Aug. 17, and met
create space for residential lots on both sides of Lowell onsite with the immediate neighbor to address
from Warren south. Residents have used the no-man’s
concerns about keeping parking along Lowell. A
land for overflow parking and contactors have used it
second community meeting is planned for Saturday,
to park heavy equipment.
Oct. 28, from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. on the site. In case
of bad weather, the meeting would be moved to
The stormwater inlet near the corner at Evans takes in
Harvey Park Rec Center.

Real estate pros to study South Sheridan
Councilman Kevin Flynn has engaged the Urban Land
Institute – Colorado Chapter to conduct an intensive
review of the commercial area along South Sheridan
between Jewell and Warren avenues. Professionals
in the fields of real estate, development, finance,
transportation and marketing will study the 64-acre
area that used to host a Target store and other
businesses, but which has declined in commercial
traffic in recent years.
Called a Technical Advisory Panel, the program brings
in experts from outside Denver who bring fresh eyes
to the challenges and opportunities that may lead to
revitalization. The two-day exercise will take place in
early December.
The councilman won a $5,000 grant from the Denver
Regional Council of Governments to cover one-third

of the cost, and will use his office budget to pay for
the rest. The ULI panel will conduct interviews with
neighborhood leaders, property owners, business
owners and others, along with studying data on the
regional market, demographics, traffic and transit,
walkability and other factors.
Target closed the store at Evans and Sheridan when
it opened its new store in Lakewood’s Belmar in 2011.
It sold the building to a discount retailer with a deed
restriction limiting direct competition for 20 years.
The area is home to many successful businesses and
restaurants, and the former Safeway market at Jewell
is being renovated as a fitness center, all of which are
a foundation for revitalization. But other parcels are
vacant or underused. The ULI panel will come up with
a recommendation to rejuvenate the neighborhood.
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Council office organizes three new RNOs
Councilman Kevin Flynn’s office has fostered
the formation of three new Denver Registered
Neighborhood Organizations and expansion of one
existing RNO, to give residents more voice in city
business.

Most District 2 neighborhoods weren’t covered by
RNOs registered with the city, which left them out of
participation in such things as rezonings, liquor licenses
and marijuana store licenses. The council office plans
to foster more new ones in 2018.
RNOs are not the same as a homeowners association,
or HOA. An RNO is a city-recognized organization
entitled to participate in hearings and other
procedures. When a rezoning, or a liquor or marijuana
license is pending, RNOs may take official positions,
negotiate Good Neighbor Agreements and other
actions. RNOs also receive regular information on city
news and events.

Glenbrook/Park West/Village West Neighbors
July, and 70 people attended. Brentwood and Mar
Lee were the first parts of what is now Council District
2 to be annexed into Denver from Arapahoe County,
in 1944 and 1946. As our oldest neighborhoods, it is
crucial that they be represented by a vigorous new
RNO. Combining them with Sharon Park abutting the
Loretto Heights campus gives these residents a strong
voice in any future rezoning there and along Federal
Boulevard.
Finally, the Green Meadows Improvement Association,
between Harlan and Depew streets and Warren and
Evans avenues, expanded its boundaries eastward
to Sheridan and north to Jewell to encompass the
commercial parcels along Sheridan. That gives Green
Meadows standing to participate in things that
happen on its doorstep.

Seven Springs Community
The first new RNO is the Seven Springs Community.
Located along the south side of Bear Creek, between
Newland and Ivan streets and the Hamden Freeway
frontage road, Seven Springs consists of 118 singlefamily houses.
The second new RNO is Glenbrook-Park West-Village
West Neighbors. Located between Kipling and Dudley
streets, and Belleview and Stanford avenues, the
neighborhood is at the farthest southwestern point
in the City and County of Denver. The council office
leafletted 1,500 homes for the organizational meeting.
The third new RNO is the largest of the three, South
Mar Lee-Brentwood-Sharon Park Neighbors. More than
4,400 homes were leafletted for the initial meeting in

South Mar-Lee/Brentwood/Sharon Park Neighbors
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City adopts immigration enforcement policy
The city council recently passed an ordinance
that puts into the city code a number of existing
policies and practices the police, sheriff and city
administration have followed that limit Denver’s
interactions with federal immigration authorities.
I voted against the bill when it was considered in
the safety committee. That was because it added
a provision prohibiting the city from responding
to requests from federal immigration agents for
notification when all but previously convicted violent
felons were to be released from jail. I could not
support shielding people who had committed crimes
in the neighborhoods we’re trying to make safer.
The mayor also opposed that provision. But with at
least nine council members in favor, a veto-proof
majority, the bill could have passed intact. However,
because of the opposition of the mayor, me and
at least two other council members, the sponsors
reconsidered and eliminated the damaging provision.
Because they made that change, I voted yes on the
amended bill.
While the media have created the impression that the
ordinance creates new non-cooperation measures,
it does not. Denver already followed the policies in
the ordinance. Further, nothing in Denver’s policies
violates the city’s obligations under federal law.
Denver complies with all federal legal requirements.
The ordinance restricts voluntary cooperation.

But as passed, the bill preserves city notification
to immigration of jail releases, as well as police
participation in joint operations that may include
immigration agents if the primary purpose is
enforcement of criminal laws, such as drug
enforcement task forces.
My most important issue is public safety. In
deliberating this, I relied heavily on input from police
and sheriff’s officials. Most, though not all, agree that
when local law enforcement works side-by-side with
immigration agents, it makes fighting crime harder.
Too many people are unwilling to call police, report
crime or go to court to testify if they believe they,
their spouse, family member or friend will be turned
over for deportation after they cooperate with
police. Already this year, cases have been dismissed,
including domestic violence prosecutions, because
key witnesses failed to show up out of fear that
immigration agents would arrest them. That denies
justice to Denver families.
The International Association of Chiefs of Police
endorses Denver’s stance on this, and that carried
a lot of weight with me. I sought a balancing point
between the unacceptable extremes of shielding
some of our worst criminals versus breaking up
families, one that builds trust between police and
the community while also protecting them from the
criminals who prey on them. The balance isn’t perfect,
but either extreme approach was worse.

SEMI-ANNUAL CLEANUP

Volunteers from Mental Health Center of Denver did a cleanup along Sanderson Gulch, next to the
agency’s newly opened apartments for the homeless at Federal Boulevard and Iowa Avenue.
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The Loretto Acedemy building, 1890.

Loretto Heights campus finalists inteviewed
Colorado Heights University has interviewed a small
group of finalists among the prospective buyers for
the Loretto Heights campus, and will soon decide to
whom it will sell the iconic southwest Denver institution
at Federal Boulevard and Dartmouth Avenue.
The finalists were interviewed on their financial plan
and vision for the future of the campus that respects
the heritage of the site, according to CHU President
Fred Van Liew. When the new owner is selected,
your council office will reach out and encourage the
owner’s representatives to meet with the surrounding
neighborhoods about plans for the site.
The university is making preservation of the historical

Administration Building and the adjoining chapel a
condition of the sale, which means there is no threat
of losing the landmark structure. The university also is in
talks with the Sisters of Loretto to donate back to them
the historical cemetery on the northwest corner of the
campus. The order founded the campus as Loretto
Academy in 1890 and owned it for nearly 100 years.
The campus is almost entirely within the Ruby Hill
protected view plane, established in 1969 to protect
views of the Front Range from the top of Ruby Hill
Park. That restricts the heights of structures that can be
built on the campus back to the straight line of Irving
Street. At the northeast corner of the campus, the
height limit is 55 feet.

Gershwin’s Rhapsody fills Harvey Park

Thirty residents of the Harvey Park area attended
the Colorado Symphony performance of George
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue in Boettcher Concert Hall
on Sept. 24 with Councilman Kevin Flynn and his wife
to celebrate Harvey Park’s link to a famous event in
American musical history.
The groundbreaking American jazz concerto
premiered in New York in 1924, performed by the
world-renown orchestra of Denver native Paul
Whiteman, who commissioned Gershwin to compose
it. That same year, Whiteman purchased the ranch
that is much of what is now Harvey Park as a
retirement gift for his father.

Councilman Flynn put together a block of seats for the

afternoon performance, which included Tchaikovsky’s
Symphony No. 5 and Missy Mazzolli’s These Worlds In
Us. Symphony staff offered a backstage tour for the
group before the performance.
The first section of Harvey Park, between Jewell,
Lowell, Yale and Sheridan, was once the Black and
White Ranch owned by Whiteman, a North High
School graduate who was famous as the Jazz King of
America in the 1920s. He built the house at Tennyson
and Iliff for his parents. Texas oilman Arthur Harvey
bought the ranch in 1948, and six years later annexed
it to Denver from Arapahoe County to become the
residential neighborhood we know today. Harvey died
in 1976 and is buried in Fort Logan National Cemetery.
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Press Club joins
National Register
The Denver Press Club celebrated
its 150th year last month with a
ceremony recognizing the listing of
its building at 1330 Glenarm Place
in the National Register of Historic
Places. Councilman Flynn, a former
longtime reporter at the Rocky
Mountain News and president
of the club in 1990, spoke at the
ceremony along with the Rocky’s
television critic Dusty Saunders,
Mayor Michael Hancock and Rep.
Diana DeGette.

Constituents met with park staff to discuss the plan for the north bank
of Bear Creek in Bear Valley Park.

Park users weigh in
on turf removal
Bear Valley residents were able
to comment on Denver Parks’
plan to remove turf grass along
the north bank of Bear Creek
between Ingalls and Golden
ways, and replace it with natural
grasses and plants to help filter
storm runoff and improve water
quality.

Parks staff set up a booth for two
hours in Bear Valley Park near
Harlan Street on Saturday, Aug.
12, and used a spray-painted
line to show visitors the limits of
the turf removal. After explaining
the program and its purpose,
nearly all visitors approved of
the plan. Councilman Flynn’s
office provided hamburgers, hot
dogs, soft drinks and chips free to
attendees.
Cinceré Eades, the department’s
natural resources planner,
described how using natural
grasses on the slopes of the

creek bank helps to trap
contaminants and filter rainwater
and snow melt. Bear Creek has
high levels of E.coli, nitrates and
other contaminants that come
from runoff.

The club is the nation’s oldest
press club, founded in 1867 in the
basement of Wolfe Londoner’s
grocery store. In 1925, it moved
into the current building designed
by Burnham Hoyt, the architect of
Red Rocks Amphitheater and the
old Denver Central Library. The
building also is a Denver Landmark
structure. The basement poker
room features a mural of Denver
media figures from the 1940s,
painted by artist Herndon Davis,
who also painted the famous
“Face on the Barroom Floor” in
Central City’s Teller House hotel.

After taking office in 2015, the
councilman asked the parks
department to refrain from
converting turf grass to natural
areas without first doing public
outreach. The on-site event
in the park was the second
meeting set up through the Bear
Valley Improvement Association,
and most of the neighbors who
attended approved of the
change.
The area to be converted is
confined to slopes along the
creek and will not result in
removal of any live trees or park
benches. Green grass turf areas
between the concrete trail and
Dartmouth are not affected.

Councilman Flynn attaches the
National Register plaque at the
press club doorway.
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HIGHLIGHTS
VASA CONVERTS
FORMER SAFEWAY

VASA Fitness broke ground Aug.
11 on an $8 million renovation of
the former Safeway supermarket
at Jewell and Sheridan. The Utahbased fitness center operator aims
to have the facility open before
the end of the year to be ready for
all those New Year’s resolutions to
get in shape.
Vacant the past two years, the
renovated building will feature
an indoor pool, cardio cinema
room, basketball and racquetball
courts, and other amenities
including onsite child care. VASA
is expanding in the Front Range
with open locations in Greeley
and Aurora. It is also converting
a former Safeway market in
Centennial, and is opening soon in
Westminster and Colorado Springs.
It has 22 locations in Utah.

WHY I OPPOSED
OVERLAND FESTIVAL

The city council voted 10-3 to
approve a five-year contract
with Superfly Presents that allows
the promoter to stage an annual
three-day music festival starting
next September on Overland Golf
Course. The contract allows the
course to be closed for at least five
weeks to allow set-up and teardown.
I was one of the three votes against
it, along with council members Paul
Kashmann and Debbie Ortega.
I concluded that Overland Golf
Course is not a suitable location
for a gathering of up to 80,000
people per day, all of whom must
enter and exit each morning and
evening. The transportation plan
had not yet been developed, and
the neighbors in the tiny Breenlow
Park subdivision between Jewell
and Evans avenues, who will be
most affected by this enormous
event, were mostly against it.
Moreover, just a few years ago

The Denver Municipal Band’s Brass Quintet entertained at the
Glenbrook Denver Days picnic.
the parks department adopted
a policy governing festivals and
admission-based private events
in city parks. With citizen input,
it designated seven parks for
festivals, none of them a golf
course, and stated that admissionbased private events would not
be conducted on golf courses.
I believe it breaks faith with the
public to establish a policy only to
waive it for this proposal.

HIRING 100 MORE POLICE

Mayor Michael Hancock’s
proposed $1.4 billion general fund
budget for 2018 includes funding
to hire 100 more police officers.
This is a continuation of the hiring
pace Councilman Flynn was able
to have reinstated in 2016, after
it was proposed to pull back on
the aggressive hiring schedule
following our loss of 230 officers
following the 2008 recession. The
police academy can handle
about 100 recruits annually.
But hiring 100 recruits doesn’t
mean there will be 100 more on
the streets. Each year, Denver loses
dozens of experienced officers to
retirement and other departures.
The estimate for 2018 is that there

will be a net gain of 22 officers. This
demonstrates the need to keep up
the pace of hiring into 2019, when
the department plans to have
about 1,550 officers.

BEAR VALLEY
SHOPPING CENTER SOLD

The Bear Valley Shopping Center at
Sheridan Boulevard and Hampden
Avenue has been sold to a
New York real estate investment
company for $46 million.
Northwood Investors purchased it
from Guggenheim Real Estate Bear
Valley, based in Boston, which has
owned the center since 2003.
Northwood’s real estate arm owns
nine retail centers around the
nation. The only other Colorado
property is Southlands Town Center
in southeast Aurora.
Bear Valley Shopping Center was
developed between 1959 and
1968, and has been redeveloped
several times. It contains 330,631
square feet of space. The sale
includes all of the buildings except
the IHOP restaurant, the KFC/Taco
Bell, the Bradley gas station and
the Native Roots buildings, all of
which are separately owned.
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The scoop on dog poop
“Pick up after your dog!” “Carry bags!” We’ve all seen
the signs. But why does picking up after your dog’s
“business” really matter?
Besides keeping others from stepping in it, picking up
your dog’s waste plays a crucial part in water quality.
Dog waste is the third or fourth highest contributor
to bacteria waste in an urban watershed. Pet waste
contains fecal coliform bacteria and can spread
diseases like salmonella, giardia and others, causing
serious illness in humans.

Rendering shows the more secure TSA screening
rooms to be built at DIA.

Jeppesen Terminal
changes ahead

A $650 million reconfiguration of Denver International’s
main terminal will get underway soon under a publicprivate partnership to move TSA security screening
and add shopping and dining areas to the central
Great Hall.
The partnership is a 34-year deal under which Great
Hall Partners, a consortium of Madrid-based Ferrovial
Airports and local partner Saunders Construction, will
build new airline ticket counters, baggage check
and security screening rooms on Level 6 of Jeppesen
Terminal, and convert Level 5 under the signature
tented roof into retail and restaurant zones for both
screened passengers and the public.
After four years of construction, Great Hall Partners
will operate and maintain the retail and restaurant
areas in exchange for annual payments from the city,
making the entire 34-year deal worth $1.78 billion.
Great Hall Partners will invest $378 million on equity
and borrowing.
The fixed-price contract transfers the risk of cost
overruns to the private partner, although the airport
has an additional $120 million budgeted for any
additional work it might ask Great Hall Partners to
perform.
The first phase will be relocation of the security
screening to get it out of the Great Hall and into more
enclosed areas to provide a safer environment. That
will get underway late next year.

When it rains or snows, runoff from your yard or other
dog-walking areas washes into our streets and storm
drains, carrying these bacteria, parasites and other
hazardous nutrients with it. Pet waste ends up in local
waterways, resulting in high E.coli bacteria levels and
making waterways unusable for swimming, wading,
boating or other activities.
Here are some tips from Groundwork Denver volunteer
and Council District 2 resident Andrea Savage to
make our community and creeks healthier:
• Order free pet waste bags at the Denver
Wastewater Management “Keep it Clean”
website
• Tie bags to your leash and replenish them every
time you put groceries away
• Keep bags in your car
• Make a bag holder from a milk jug or other
receptacle and hang it on a signpost near
popular dog walking areas
• Dispose of used bags – no one will pick them up
for you
• Routinely pick up your pet’s waste in your yard, or
hire someone to do so.

This Council District 2 newsletter is available
by email.
Each edition is delivered
door-to-door in different neighborhoods. If you
received this at your door, please join our email list
to receive future editions by contacting:
Dana Montaño at
dana.montano@denvergov.org or
720-337-2222
Contact the council office
with any questions or problems,
and we will do our best to resolve them.

