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Council District 2 has the highest natural point
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Input given on Loretto Heights, other land uses
About 130 people attended a
meeting I set up in May to give
their input on future land use policy
in southwest Denver, with a focus
on our changing areas such as the
Loretto Heights campus on Federal
Boulevard and the commercial
zones along South Sheridan
Boulevard.
The input will help to shape
the update of the city’s master
plan, Blueprint Denver, which is
underway by the city’s Department
of Community Planning and
Development.
The meeting was held in the gym of
the DSST College View High School,
a Denver Public Schools charter
on the campus of Colorado
Heights University at Loretto
Heights. Most of the comments
were on the future of Loretto
Heights after Colorado Heights
University closes in October and
sells the land, and on improving
the commercial areas along South
Sheridan Boulevard. But attendees
also provided input on every
neighborhood in southwest Denver.
The comments showed that

Heights Academy building, the
brown sandstone tower building
that has dominated the high point
of the campus since 1889. There
is good news on that. Colorado
Heights University has said it will not
sell the campus to any buyer who
does not intend to preserve the
building.

The gym at DSST College View High
School at Loretto Heights hosted a
meeting May 16 on future land uses in
southwest Denver as part of the city’s
update to its master plan, Blueprint
Denver.

southwest Denver residents want
more parks and open space, and
more choices in retail, restaurants
and gathering places, dog parks
and transit. Some want the theater
at Loretto Heights to be retained as
a community asset. Others spoke
of the need to upgrade businesses
along Sheridan. Many want more
affordable housing.
There was universal agreement on
preserving the historical Loretto

The current campus zoning allows
multi-family housing to be built
there, but does not allow retail
other than shops that serve the
campus itself. If a new owner
seeks a rezoning, there would be
a city process that includes formal
public input and neighborhood
involvement. I will keep you
informed of that process.
The university retained national
real estate firm CBRE as its broker,
and has shown the 70-acre
property to several interested
parties. It will receive submissions of
qualifications from potential buyers
in July. The college has offered to
donate the historical cemetery
parcel at the rear of the campus
to the Sisters of Loretto. Sixty-two
sisters are buried in the cemetery.
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Multiple factors in bond issue decision
The City Council soon will consider
putting a package of as much
as $900 million in projects on the
November ballot, to be funded by
general obligation bonds. When
previous “GO” bonds are paid
down over time, the city can issue
new bonds with voter approval
and pay for them at the same
property tax rate as before.

Harvey Park Recreation Center,
replacement of the deteriorated
tennis courts in Bear Valley Park,
concrete walks in Pinecrest Village
Park, new playground equipment
at six neighborhood parks, and
replacement of the outdated
and overcrowded District 4
police station, which serves all of
southwest Denver.

The council will give final
consideration in mid-August
on referring bond issues to the
November ballot. I am weighing
several factors. First, the projects
that would be built in Council
District 2 have not yet been
determined. Among the projects
proposed by the residents and
your council office during the
public input period last fall, I am
pushing for off-street parking at

Next, the recent property
reassessment resulted in
significantly higher increases
in home values in our working
class and moderate-income
neighborhoods than elsewhere.
Home values in Harvey Park, Mar
Lee and Brentwood skyrocketed
as much as 60 percent. That shifts
relatively more of the property
tax burden to those areas, and
therefore more of a tax increase

Council passes Flynn’s
marijuana waiting period

even at the same mill levy rate.
Finally, with other big-ticket
projects in the pipeline competing
for labor in a low-unemployment
market, we won’t get the same
low bids we saw for the 2007 round
of bond projects. Federal rules
require us to have 85 percent
of our bond proceeds under
contract within three years. Can
we efficiently get more than
$750 million in small projects out
the door, considering we’ll be
competing with the $856 million
National Western Center project,
the $223 million Convention
Center expansion, Denver Public
Schools’ $572 million in projects
and the airport’s estimated $500
million-plus Jeppesen Terminal
reconfiguration?

One Book 4 Colorado

The city council in May passed an ordinance
sponsored by Councilman Flynn to provide a two-year
waiting period after a marijuana store applicant loses
a license hearing before another application can be
filed.
The waiting period applies to any property within a
1,000-foot radius of the location where the license was
denied following a “needs and desires” hearing.
A loophole in the previous law allowed an
unsuccessful applicant to file again as early as the
next day, unlike in the case of liquor license denials,
which have long incurred a two-year waiting period.

DPD Sgt. Joe Rodarte joined Councilman Flynn in
reading the English and Spanish versions of Mouse
Mess, the One Book 4 Colorado choice for 2017,
to Denver Preschool Program students at Force
Elementary on April 27.

“A finding that there is no need or desire in a
neighborhood for a marijuana license should have
a shelf life that lasts more than a day,” Flynn said.
“Neighborhoods that debated the issue need time to
recover before considering it again.”

One Book 4 Colorado, started in 2012, gives away
more than 75,000 copies of the same book to each
4-year-old in the state in English and Spanish through
public libraries and Denver Preschool Program
classrooms.

Each issue of High Points is hand-delivered in
selected neighborhoods. But the easiest way to keep
up on city and southwest Denver news is to sign up
by email and have the newsletter sent to your inbox.
Get on our list by contacting:

Dana Montaño at
dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222
Contact the council office
with any questions or problems, and we will do our
best to resolve them.

Page 3 | DISTRICT 2 HIGH POINTS

HIGHLIGHTS
HADLEY LIBRARY CLOSES
FOR RENOVATIONS

matters. There are 10 other RNOs in
Council District 2.

The Hadley Branch Library is now
closed for renovations, the last
project in southwest Denver to
be funded by the Better Denver
Bond program passed by voters 10
years ago. The $1.68 million project
includes a complete interior
renovation and updating. It is
expected to reopen in early fall.
Although rising cost estimates
prompted some scope reductions
called “value engineering,” the
completed renovations will include
a new children’s area, more public
computers, an Idea Lab space,
recording studio, 3D printers, new
lighting and upgrades to meeting
rooms. The city’s budget for the
project was augmented by private
fundraising from the Denver Public
Library Friends Foundation and the
Boettcher Foundation. Thank you
to our private partners!
Regular patrons can rely on the
Athmar Park Branch library at 1055
S. Tejon St. for services such as
holds on books or material. If you
currently have library materials
out on loan from Hadley, you
can return them to Athmar, or
if it’s more convenient, you can
also take them to the Bear Valley
Branch at 5171 W. Dartmouth Ave.
or the Ross-Barnum Branch at 3670
W. 1st Ave.

SLOW DOWN SIGNS GO FAST

In my last newsletter, the council
office offered free “Slow: Children
at Play” signs for residents to
pick up in an effort to slow down
speeders on neighborhood streets.
It sounds ironic to say, but the Slow
Down signs went out the door
quickly. We gave away 300 of
them.
As I told folks as they came to the
Bear Valley office to pick them up,
they don’t come with a guarantee
that they work every time. But if it

SOUTH SHERIDAN PROJECT
TO LAST THROUGH LATE FALL

Councilman Flynn sponsored a
proclamation on May 22 in which the
City Council reaffirmed its commitment
to openness and transparency with
the public and the press, and calling
on media owners to devote more
resources to reporting on government.

slows down one out of every five
drivers, that’s 20 percent of the
problem solved while we work on
the other four.
I want to thank everyone who
came by to grab one. It takes a
mix of many strategies to fix the
problem.

NEW RNO IN SEVEN SPRINGS

The Seven Springs neighborhood,
on Girard and El Dorado avenues
between Ingalls and Newland
streets off the North Hampden
frontage road, has become
Council District 2’s newest
Registered Neighborhood
Organization.
Seven Springs is a 116-home single
family neighborhood between
Hampden Avenue and Bear Creek.
Bry Duncan was elected president
and Mat Schifo vice president.
A neighborhood that is registered
with Denver as an RNO gains
official status in a number of city
proceedings such as rezonings,
liquor and marijuana license
hearings, and informational notices
about city programs such as leaf
drops, street vacations and other

Get ready for some construction
detours on Sheridan Boulevard.
The Colorado Department of
Transportation is doing a major
repaving and improvement project
between Hampden and Arizona
avenues. Not just a simple repaving
in which the old asphalt is milled off
and the road resurfaced, the state
will install new traffic signals with
pedestrian signals and install curb
ramps and sidewalk improvements
at 21 intersections.
A major addition to the project is
repair of the Sheridan bridge deck
over Bear Creek. Most of the work
will be done at night, and the
contractor is awaiting a permit for
a noise variance. CDOT expects to
finish after Thanksgiving.

NEW HARVEY PARK
REC CENTER HOURS

Hours have shifted slightly at the
Harvey Park Recreation Center.
The new hours are Monday and
Wednesday, 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 8
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m., and
Saturday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. The center
is closed on Sunday.

DENVER’S LEASH LAW

Denver’s code requires that dogs
be kept on leash and under the
owner’s control at all times when
they are in any area other than
an enclosed private backyard
or in one of the city’s designated
off-leash dog parks. They are not
permitted to be off-leash in city
parks and open space. There are
no areas in southwest Denver that
meet the standard to qualify as a
designated off-leash dog park.
Owners who violate this ordinance
are subject to a fine.
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DURA offers
home repair
assistance

The one-year-old Federico Peña Southwest Family Health Clinic served
substantially more patients than forecast in its first year in the neighborhood.

Denver Health’s new clinic doing well
The Federico Peña
Southwest Family
Health Center,
opened by Denver
Health in April
2016, completed
its first year with
patient visits
greatly exceeding
forecasts. The
clinic is located
at the southwest
corner of Federal
Boulevard and
Louisiana Avenue.

The clinic has a team of providers and staff, some of whom
speak Vietnamese and Spanish, to coordinate care with
physicians in family practice, internal medicine, nurse
midwifery, pediatrics, psychology, psychiatry, podiatry,
optometry, nursing, pharmaceuticals and social work.

In the first full year of operations,
ending in April, nearly 62,000 overall
visits were recorded. The Urgent
Care section saw 21,632 patients,
and has served as a much closer
alternative for emergency visits
to the downtown Denver Health
emergency room. The Urgent
Care area is open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
The Peña clinic filled a huge void in
health care services for southwest
Denver. Our underserved part
of town has many residents
living more than five miles from
the nearest hospital. And data
that showed a large number of
southwest residents going to the
downtown hospital campus for
treatments reflected the pent-up

demand for a facility.
The clinic serves a wide
geographical area, with most
visitors come from Mar Lee, Harvey
Park, Westwood, Ruby Hill and
Athmar Park.
The clinic team includes providers
and staff who speak Vietnamese
or Spanish. They coordinate fullservice care and visits with family
practice, internal medicine, nurse
midwifery, pediatrics, behavioral
health, podiatry, optometry,
nursing, pharmaceuticals and
social work. It is the only Denver
Health clinic outside of the main
campus with X-ray, optometry and
urgent care services.
For information or appointments,
call the main line at 303-602-0000.
Urgent Care is 303-602-2003.

The Denver Urban Renewal
Authority offers zero or lowinterest loans to low- and
moderate-income homeowners
for home repair, as well as grants
to renters and homeowners
with disabilities for access
modifications to their home.
If you are faced with emergency
repairs, rehab projects or
disability access needs to be
able to stay in your home,
check out the program at
renewdenver.org, or by calling
303-534-3872.
“Our priorities are roof, heating,
plumbing, electrical and safety,”
said Fred Yeazel, DURA housing
rehabilitation specialist. “But
ultimately, we’re looking to do
whatever we can to help people
be safe and comfortable, and
ultimately create better, stronger
neighborhoods.”
The Single Family Home
Rehabilitation program, for
instance, allows homeowners
to make improvements such as
roofing, plumbing, siding, gutters,
window repair and even kitchen
and bathroom repairs with loans
of up to $35,000.
The Emergency Home Repair
program offers zero percent
interest loans of up to $6,000 to
address immediate repair needs
that could include plumbing,
heating, roofing, insulation or
electrical problems.
DURA has been helping lowincome Denver residents with
home repairs for more than 40
years. “We have the funding to
assist 200 or more homeowners
in 2017,” said Yeazel.

