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Council passes Flynn’s ethics code
City Council adopted my
amendments to the Denver Code
of Ethics that for the first time
impose a cap on the dollar value
of meals or tickets city officers and
officials may accept from people
who do business with the city.

of Women Voters and Colorado
Common Cause. I served on the
task force last year. Denver’s code
appeared to be the only one in
the country that limited tickets and

The code previously allowed city
employees and officials to accept
up to four such items regardless
of their value. The change places
a $300 cap on tickets and meals.
The amendments also establish a
nominating committee to recruit
candidates for the ethics board
instead of having the mayor and
council recruit the members.
This is the first substantial change to
the ethics code since 2001 when,
after 18 months of contentious
debate, the council first adopted
a limit on meals and tickets. I
covered that controversy as city
hall reporter at the Rocky Mountain
News, giving me valuable
background while drafting these
amendments.
The changes I sponsored were
requested by a task force that
included members of the Denver
Board of Ethics and outside
stakeholders including the League

events by the number that could
be accepted, rather than the
dollar value. Most cities, counties
and states that have restrictions
use a dollar cap.

Mounted patrol returns to the district

Denver Mounted Patrol Officers Matthew Peltier and Kim Quintana, with
their horses Jackson and Blue, brought some awesome news when they
visited the Bear Valley Cop Shop and my council office. The patrol will
now spend one day each week in outlying parts of town rather than
being restricted to downtown and the 16th Street Mall. They spent this day
in March patrolling the Bear Creek Trail and Park. The patrol’s stables are
located on the shore of Marston Lake in our council district.
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Green Meadows streets to be repaved
Streets in the Green Meadows
neighborhood, west of Depew
Street between Warren and Evans
avenues, will be rotomilled and
repaved this summer as part of the
city’s 2017 streets program.
Green Meadows was the
neighborhood in Council District 2
that had gone the longest since its
streets were last resurfaced. Be on
the lookout for crews this summer,
as there will be parking restrictions
to allow the work to take place.
Other streets in the district that will
be repaved this season are:
• Tennyson between Florida and
Warren avenues, and Raleigh
between Warren and Yale
avenues, in Harvey Park;
• Irving Street between
Florida and Yale avenues, in
Brentwood;
• Yale Avenue between Sheridan
and Wadsworth boulevards, in

Map shows the streets, in green or purple, that will be repaved this summer. Not
shown are three streets in Glenbrook that also will be paved. “HIPR” is Hot InPlace Recycling, a repaving method that mills, heats and repaves in a single
pass.

•

Bear Valley;
Saratoga Place between
Kipling Parkway and Dudley
Street, Field Way between

Saratoga and Belleview
Avenue, and Garland Street
between Belleview and
Saratoga, in Glenbrook.

Public meeting planned for Loretto Heights campus
As Colorado Heights University
approaches its Oct. 31 closure,
I have asked Denver’s planning
office to hold a public meeting in
Council District 2 to give you the
opportunity to provide your vision
for the historic Loretto Heights
campus and the larger southwest
Denver community.
I expect the meeting to be in
April, with date and location to be
determined. Notice will be through
several outlets, including the
Council District 2 Facebook page
at https://tinyurl.com/CouncilmanFlynn. “Like” the page to continue
seeing district news updates.
The meeting is part of Denver
Community Planning and
Development’s update to the city’s
master plan, Blueprint Denver, the
land use and transportation plan
adopted in 2002 as a supplement

to the city’s Comprehensive Plan.
In it, southwest Denver was labeled
an “Area of Stability.” But with
the closing of Colorado Heights
and the loss of businesses along
Sheridan Boulevard since 2002,
particularly in the Target Village
area at Evans Avenue, there is a
need for community input to guide
the city and potential redevelopers
as to our vision for southwest
Denver.

though Oct. 31. Colorado Heights
won’t be conducting master
planning for the 70-acre campus,
but has hired a local real estate
consultant to develop a Request
for Proposals it will publish for
potential buyers and developers.
Those new owners would then
engage with the community and
the city. My council office will
closely coordinate all of the public
outreach.

At this meeting, you also will learn
about the planning process for the
Loretto Heights campus as well as
the opportunities for public input in
the event a new owner requests a
zoning change.

I have met regularly with university
leaders, neighborhood groups and
the Sisters of Loretto, who owned
the campus for nearly 100 years
until the late 1980s. Denver Public
Schools is negotiating to purchase
the six-acre site it now leases for its
College View DSST charter school.
The university also has decided to
donate to the Sisters of Loretto the
historic cemetery, the final resting
place for 67 deceased nuns.

The university has finished
transferring its degree-program
students to other institutions,
and is completing its English as
a Second Language classes
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HIGHLIGHTS
FORMER SAFEWAY SOLD
FOR FITNESS CENTER

map before April 30. Responses will
be used by the city’s Vision Zero
Technical Advisory Committee
to identify behavior patterns and
street design to help set priorities
for the Vision Zero action plan.

The former Safeway supermarket
at Jewell Avenue and Sheridan
Boulevard, which closed in June
2015, has been sold to a developer
who works with Utah-based Vasa
Fitness. The fast-growing company
plans to renovate the building
to include amenities such as an
indoor lap pool, cardio cinema
room, and a day care facility to
watch children while their parents
work out. The company opened its
first Colorado locations in Greeley
in December and Aurora in
January.

PARCEL REZONED
FOR COFFEE SHOP

The city council has rezoned
the overflow parking lot on the
southwest corner of Sheridan and
Colgate Place, near the Wells
Fargo office building, to allow
redevelopment on the parcel.
The former zone designation
included a provision for a 100-foot
setback from Sheridan Boulevard,
effectively precluding anything
from being built on the 112-footdeep lot. The rezoning removed
that setback requirement. The
current owner purchased the lot a
little over two years ago, and the
current plan is to build a nationally
branded coffee shop with a drivethrough lane.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS

Repairs to sidewalks are generally
the responsibility of the adjoining
property owner. But contractors for
Denver Wastewater have repaired
sidewalks at city expense when
they have heaved or cracked
overtop of city storm sewer inlets.
I recently turned in the heaving
sidewalks over two inlets at
Belleview Avenue and Garland
Street that had been significantly
damaged for a number of years.
A wastewater contractor came
in and replaced them at no cost
to the adjacent homeowners.
Be aware, however, that regular
sidewalk slabs with cracks and
deeply spalled surfaces resulting in
a vertical difference of as little as
two-thirds of an inch can be cited
by inspectors, giving the owner
30 days to repair at their own
expense.

HELP PINPOINT
UNSAFE STREETS

Do cars drive too fast down your

(ABOVE) Before: Sidewalk slab at Belleview and Garland was heaving and
cracking over the storm sewer inlet.
(BELOW) After: After repairs, the sidewalk is good as new, and storm runoff
in the gutter is unimpeded.

street? Is there a sidewalk blind
spot where cars cannot see you?
Does your bike lane need more
protection from traffic or better
connection to other trails? Denver’s
Vision Zero planners want to hear
where you think our streets can be
made safer. Visit the interactive
map-based survey at denvergov.
org/visionzero, select the location
of your concern and add it to the

Each issue of High Points is hand-delivered in
selected neighborhoods. But the easiest way to keep
up on city and southwest Denver news is to sign up
by email and have the newsletter sent to your inbox.
Get on our list by contacting:

PROPERTY OWNER AND
WALMART SEEKING
NEW TENANT

Following the announcement
of the closure of the Walmart
Neighborhood Market at Sheridan
and Dartmouth Avenue, I held a
meeting with the property owner
and with Walmart to learn of their
efforts to secure a new tenant.
Walmart, which constructed the
brand-new building two and a
half years ago, maintains a longterm lease on the building and
surrounding property and more
importantly has the responsibility to
secure another tenant.

Dana Montaño at
dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222
Contact the council office
with any questions or problems, and we will do our
best to resolve them.
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Bear Valley
MJ licenses denied
Denver’s licensing office denied
the applications for medical and
retail marijuana sales in the Bear
Valley Shopping Center. The
decision was based primarily on
overwhelming opposition from
residents and businesses in the
area, as expressed in petitions
and a “needs and desires” public
hearing. I was one of those who
gathered signatures and testified
against the applications. You
deserve to know why I did that.

“Slow: Children at Play” yard signs are available at your council office, while
supplies last.

“Slow down” yard signs available
Complaints about speeding on
neighborhood streets are near the
top of the list of calls and emails
we receive at our council office.
There is no single tactic that can
prevent all speeders. Among those
we use are targeted enforcement
by Denver police traffic units, the
radar-activated speed trailer and
the photo-radar van.
Another tool that we can use is

signage. While the city no longer
installs “Children at Play” signs on
utility poles, my office has stocked
up on yard signs that say “Slow:
Children at Play.” If you are on
a street where traffic tends to
go too fast and believe this sign
could help, visit my office in the
Bear Valley Shopping Center, at
Dartmouth Avenue and Yates
Street, to pick up one.

Office budget well in the black
Council District 2 finished the
2016 budget year with a $23,709
surplus, just over 15 percent of our
annual budget. I retained $16,256
of that amount in the Council
District 2 Special Revenue Fund,
a capital account in which city
fiscal rules allow council members
to retain a maximum of $50,000
for small projects in the district
and other restricted purposes.
Combined with last year’s surplus,
I have maxed out that fund.
I disbursed the remaining surplus
to three city accounts for the
benefit of District 2 residents. First,
I sent $3,000 to the Bear Valley

Cop Shop. Those funds will supply
the shop with steering wheel antitheft clubs and gun trigger locks,
which the cop shop distributes to
residents on request.
Also, $2,000 went to the Denver
Municipal Band, one of our city’s
oldest organizations, to defray
costs in providing up to four free
outdoor concerts in Council
District 2 parks this summer.
The remaining $2,453 was
transferred to the Denver Parks
and Recreation Donations Fund
to assist needy District 2 residents
who are ordered to remove dead
trees from their property.

I am not opposed to all marijuana
stores. While the Bear Valley
applications were pending,
another application was submitted
for a retail marijuana store in my
own Marston neighborhood. After
reviewing it and receiving no
community comment, I did not
oppose it.
But there were significant reasons
for me to oppose the applications
in Bear Valley. First, the shopping
center has deed restrictions
that prohibit marijuana-related
businesses. Those restrictive use
covenants have existed for
decades and needed to be
respected and upheld. The owner
of the shopping center strongly
opposed the licenses as well.
Second, the applicant submitted
a new medical marijuana license
application after the city council
passed a ban on accepting
new applications. The applicant
tried to get around the ban via a
loophole by changing the address
on a two-year-old application in
another part of town that had
been denied but was on appeal.
Allowing this applicant to submit
a new application after we had
banned them would have been
unfair to the neighborhood and
to other marijuana businesses
that are following the rules. The
licensing office agreed, and will no
longer permit address changes on
pending applications.

