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Teikyo University Group’s decision 
to close Colorado Heights 
University’s campus at Loretto 
Heights creates an uncertain 
future for the 60 acre-plus site. 
The prominent hilltop campus 
has been an educational haven 
for a century and a quarter. It is 
arguably the most visible landmark 
in southwest Denver.

So the new year is going to present 
us with a new challenge – a 
vacancy at the site of one of our 
major institutions. Loretto Heights’ 
campus is on the west side of 
Federal Boulevard at Dartmouth 
Avenue.

The day the college leadership 
made the announcement that 
it would cease operations by 
next fall, I was in touch with the 
mayor’s office and the mayor’s 
executive director of community 
planning and development. In 
addition, I contacted the leaders 
of the Registered Neighborhood 
Organizations and the homeowner 
associations in the surrounding 
area that are not registered with 
the city, to organize a community-
based committee oriented toward 
forming a neighborhood vision 

and consensus for the future of the 
Loretto Heights area.

In coordination with Councilman 
Jolon Clark from the east side 
of Federal Boulevard, I have 
invited the following groups 
to send a representative to a 
meeting I will organize in January: 
Loretto Heights Neighborhood 
Association, Dartmouth Heights 

Homeowners Association, Harvey 
Park Improvement Association, 
College View Neighborhood 
Association, Ruby Hill-Godsman 
Neighborhood Association, Bear 
Valley Improvement Association, 
Greater Mar-Lee Community 
Organization and Pinecrest Village 
Improvement Association. I am also 
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The Loretto Heights Academy building was designed by famed architect Frank 
Edbrooke, and has dominated the southwest Denver skyline for 125 years. It is 
visible from many parts of Denver.
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Police response times in southwest 
Denver are improving with the 
additional hiring of police officers 
and how they’re deployed, one of 
several positive achievements that 
marked 2016 in Council District 2. 
So far in 2016, police have cut 15 
percent off the average time to 
respond to a 911 call in southwest 
Denver.

Upon taking office last year, the 
top goal I had set was to reduce 
police response time to emergency 
911 calls by 25 percent, so we are 
well on the way to that goal. Public 
safety is the most important mission 
of local government. 

Response times in southwest 
Denver’s Police District 4 had risen 
to an average of 16 minutes in 
2013, the longest response time 
among the city’s six police districts. 
Police District 4 covers all of Denver 
west of the South Platte River and 
south of Sixth Avenue Freeway.

This was mostly as a result of 
going five years after the 2008 
recession without hiring any new 
police recruits. The Denver Police 
Department’s uniformed strength 
dropped by 230 officers. The city 

simply didn’t have the budget 
resources to replace retirees and 
departing officers.

When the mayor’s 2016 budget 
was proposed with only 44 new 
officers hirings, I made a successful 
push to raise that to 85 officers, 
an increase of 93 percent. More 
importantly, I worked with Chief 
Robert White on a staffing formula 
that will yield more pro-active 
officer time on the streets for crime 
reduction. As a result, the city 

council just approved the 2017 
budget with appropriation for 100 
police recruits next year. The plan is 
to increase the authorized strength 
to its highest level ever by 2019.

But already, the new officers on 
the street are making a difference. 
We no longer have the longest 
response times in the city. We’ve 
moved up from sixth to fourth 
place. We can and we will 
continue to improve those times in 
2017.
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Police hiring helps lower response time

Each issue of High Points is hand-delivered in 
selected neighborhoods. This end-of-year issue is 

being distributed in all neighborhoods. But the easiest 
way to keep up on city and southwest Denver news 

is to sign up by email and have the newsletter sent to 
your inbox. Get on our list by contacting:

Dana Montaño at 
dana.montano@denvergov.org or 720-337-2222

Contact the council office 
with any questions or problems, and we will do our 

best to resolve them.

inviting stakeholders from Sharon 
Park and Brentwood.

The group will also be a sounding 
board for any proposals that 
emerge in response to the sudden 
opportunity to repurpose the 
campus.

The campus includes the beautiful, 

iconic and historic landmark 
Loretto Heights Academy building. 
The architect was the renown Frank 
E. Edbrooke, the architect of the 
Brown Palace Hotel, downtown’s 
Masonic Building, Denver Dry 
Goods and the old Joslin’s building, 
all on the 16th Street Mall, the 
Oxford Hotel, Central Presbyterian 
Church, and so many other 

magnificent buildings of late 19th 
and early 20th century Denver.

The Loretto Heights Academy was 
built in 1890, among the oldest 
surviving structures in our part of 
town. It is on the National Register 
of Historic Places, although it is not 
a designated Denver Landmark 
structure.
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Councilman Kevin Flynn talks to the current Denver Police Academy class about 
ways to connect with the community.



OUTREACH WORKERS HELP 
SW HOMELESS FIND HOUSING
Stricter enforcement of laws 
against camping on public 
sidewalks and other areas in and 
near downtown may have led 
to an increase in the number of 
homeless individuals in outlying 
parts of town, including southwest 
Denver. In response, I worked 
with the Colorado Coalition for 
the Homeless to send its street 
outreach team on a monthly basis 
to Council District 2.

The team patrols along Bear Creek, 
Sanderson Gulch and other areas 
where many of you have called 
and emailed to tell me you’ve 
seen camps of homeless persons. 
I am happy to report that the 
team has had some success. One 
homeless man has been placed 
into permanent supportive housing 
and three other people who had 
been living homeless in our district 
have taken up treatment services 
in the coalition’s center at Fort 
Lyon in southeast Colorado.

While this simply scratches the 
surface of the number of people 
living homeless on our streets, it is a 
start. Here’s where we need your 
assistance. It is a difficult thing to 
ask the coalition’s street team to 
spend time in our district, because 
the number of homeless individuals 
here is much smaller than in and 
near downtown. So every day I 
ask them to spend in southwest 
Denver is a day they probably 
won’t produce as many positive 
contacts. 

It helps if I can give them exact 
locations to check. If you see a 
homeless camp, please contact 
my council office at 720-337-2222 
or by email at dana.montano@
denvergov.org. Give us the 
location, and I will make sure the 
street team gets the information. 

RESIDENTS JOIN EFFORT TO 
REVITALIZE SOUTH SHERIDAN
Revitalization of the commercial 
areas along Sheridan Boulevard 
is the focus of the South Sheridan 
Steering Committee, a group I 
assembled as an initial push for 
updating and redevelopment 
along one of our major 
commercial corridors.

The steering committee includes 
16 residents from neighborhoods 
that line Sheridan. It has met 
twice to learn from subject-matter 
experts about the challenges 
and opportunities in today’s 
economy. The group is focused 
on the boulevard from Florida to 
Hampden avenues, with emphasis 
on the former Target Village 
between Evans and Warren 
avenues, the closed Safeway store 
on at Jewell, and the Bear Valley 
shopping area.

The committee has had 
presentations from Roger Pecsok, 
development manager of 
Continuum Partners, which built the 
Belmar mixed-use retail, dining and 
residential development at the 

former Villa Italia Mall in Lakewood; 
from Brad Buchanan, Denver’s 
Manager of Community Planning 
and Development, and Tracy 
Huggins, Executive Director of the 
Denver Urban Renewal Authority.

OVERTIME GRANT 
REDUCES STREET RACING
Denver Police beefed up their 
enforcement against illegal street 
racing thanks to a grant of $60,000 
for overtime I was able to allocate 
within the police department 
budget. The funding allowed extra 
officers to be assigned on Sunday 
evenings along South Federal 
Boulevard. 

As a result, the number of cars 
impounded for racing went 
up, speeding tickets and other 
citations increased, and the 
number of complaints from 
neighborhood residents was 
reduced. Over five consecutive 
Sunday nights, 28 vehicles were 
impounded and towed for racing, 
65 tickets were written, and 44 
warnings were issued. 

This stepped-up effort followed 
the death of a pedestrian on 
Alameda Avenue who was struck 
by a street-racing vehicle. My 
office organized a meeting at the 
District 4 police station with police 
and traffic engineering officials, 
and neighboring Councilmen Paul 
Lopez and Jolon Clark, who share 
Federal Boulevard with our council 
district. We are exploring additional 
tools to combat street racing in 
2017.

Special thanks go to District 4 
Commander Mark Fleecs and 
his officers who stepped up on 
evenings that the department is 
otherwise short-staffed. I also thank 
Police Chief Robert White and 
the city’s chief financial officer, 
Brendan Hanlon, who supported 
my request for the overtime funds.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Tracy Huggins, executive director of 
the Denver Urban Renewal Authority, 
tells members of the South Sheridan 
Steering Committee about tools for 
economic redevelopment.
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Seeking slower neighborhood traffic 
You soon will be seeing double on 
a portion of Lowell Boulevard, but 
for once that’s a good thing.

As part of my continuing efforts to 
slow down traffic on neighborhood 
streets, Mayor Michael Hancock 
has approved my request for a 
pilot project aimed at ways to 
lower the speeds on South Lowell 
between Evans and Yale avenues. 
This mostly straightaway stretch 
of street is completely residential, 
lined with single-family homes on 
the eastern edge of the Harvey 
Park neighborhood.

One of the first changes you 
will see is a new double-yellow 
centerline to replace the current 
dashed yellow line. The dashed line 
indicates that this is a passing zone. 
I’ve had complaints from residents 
on Lowell that they’ve been 
passed by other drivers. Lowell is 30 
mph, and we shouldn’t be making 
it legal for drivers to speed up and 
pass other cars that are obeying 
the speed limit.

Before double-striping the street, 
traffic engineers will mount video 
cameras that will record the 

existing traffic to see if it changes 
driver behavior. The city already 
has gathered speed data on 
the street an Wesley and Vassar 
avenues. If successful, the city 
may consider solid-striping on 
other small arterial streets in 
neighborhoods

Earlier this year, after Lowell was 
repaved, I asked traffic engineers 
to add the bike lane striping on 
either side. Lowell is a designated 
city bike route, but it was never 
painted on the street. Some studies 
have shown that painting bike 
lanes not only makes it safer for 
cyclists, but can slow traffic speeds 
by narrowing the drive lanes.

The pilot project I proposed 
to the mayor includes the 
possible addition of more stop 
signs, painted stop bars and 
consideration of curb extensions 
at some of the intersections. 
Curb extensions, or “bump outs,” 
extend the pedestrian area in an 
extended paving area that allows 
better visibility for pedestrians as 
well as narrowing the throat of the 
intersection to slow approaching 
traffic. 

Flynn housing fund 
amendment 
protects 2A revenue 
The city council voted recently 
to dedicate a half-mill of 
the property tax levy to a 
permanent affordable housing 
fund. I had significant concern 
with the original proposal to 
take that half mill from the 
reserve that voters authorized 
in the 2012 TABOR referendum. 
That was Referendum 2A, and 
it allowed the city to increase 
the mill levy for “essential 
city services” such as police 
hiring, street repaving, parks 
maintenance and other specific 
purposes listed on the ballot.

I could not have voted for the 
housing fund if it were to come 
from 2A, because I believed 
the voters did not authorize 
affordable housing as an 
essential service.

I went to work with the 
council sponsors of the bill 
and succeeded in crafting an 
amendment, which passed 
unanimously, that dedicates the 
half mill instead from the TABOR-
restricted portion of the mill levy. 

What my amendment did was 
preserve the future use of the 
levies authorized in 2012 for the 
specific purposes listed on the 
ballot. That means in another 
recession, we will have the 
reserves available so that we do 
not have to go five years without 
hiring a single new police officer 
to replace retirees, as happened 
in the last recession. 

Along with a new “impact 
fee” on development so 
that developers bear part 
of the burden of growth, the 
affordable housing fund is 
expected to generate about 
$15 million a year. 

The dashed yellow line down the middle of Lowell Boulevard tells drivers that its 
legal to pass other traffic on this 30-mph residential street. A double yellow line 
may cut back on dangerous speeding and passing.


