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Stormwater project altering Glenbrook Basin
Denver’s Wastewater
Management Division is designing
a new detention basin in
Glenbrook to address flooding
and drainage problems in the
North Marston Drainageway.
After finishing two public meetings
that gathered public concerns,
engineers are in final design with
construction set for next year.
The main feature of the $4 million
project is excavation of the cityowned field on Garrison Street
between Holland Way and
Garland Way. It will replace a
smaller detention basin to the west
that has proven inadequate to
handle storm runoff.
The field, on the south side of
Garrison and Union Park, will be
excavated up to 12 feet below
the surrounding grade to be able
to hold runoff, filter it and release
it into a new 48-inch storm sewer
that will be installed under Garrison
running north to the Marston
drainage ditch just past Stanford
Avenue. The basin will be dry and
open to use at all times other than
during heavy rains, when water
might be detained for up to eight
hours.

The project also will separate the
storm flows from the Bowles Lateral
ditch that runs through the same
parcel. Currently, runoff enters the
irrigation ditch at the west end.
Construction is scheduled to
start in February and run through
September of next year.
In the two public meetings in
March and May at the Southwest
Recreation Center, a total of about
50 people raised concerns and

requests, including improved trail
connections through the project.
Councilman Flynn attended both
meetings, and distributed forms to
residents to encourage formation
of a Registered Neighborhood
Organization in Glenbrook and
Park West. There are no RNOs in
this part of Council District 2, and
registering one would ensure that
neighborhood representatives
receive notices of any city
proposals that affect them.
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Fort Logan National Cemetery to expand
The Colorado Department of Human Services has
been authorized to sell up to 15 acres of adjoining
property at the Colorado Mental Health Institute
to the federal government to add years of burial
capacity to Fort Logan National Cemetery.

The final resting place for 122,000 veterans and some
family members, Fort Logan National Cemetery is
among the most peaceful, beautiful and serene
locations in Council District 2. With an average of 15
burials a day, cemetery managers estimated they
will run out of space around 2027, using up a 60-acre
addition that opened in 2005.
The expansion was authorized through legislation
passed in May and sponsored by Rep. Susan Lontine
of House District 1, which covers all of Council District
2. It passed the House and Senate with nearly total
bipartisan support. The state expects to receive about
$2.8 million for the land, based on a recent appraisal
of the Mental Health Institute property. The proceeds
will be used for Veterans Community Living Services,
providing transitional living and nursing home facilities
at the new VA Medical Center under construction in
Aurora.
The parcel that will be added to the cemetery
is in the northwest corner of the Mental Health
Center property, up against an interior corner of
the cemetery and not adjacent to any residential
neighborhood.

The state legislature has approved the sale of 15 acres of
former Fort Logan property to the federal government to
allow expansion of Fort Logan National Cemetery.

The Colorado Mental Health Institute property is on
the original Fort Logan parcel, 640 acres donated by
the people of Denver to the U.S. Army for a fort that
opened in 1887. The original post cemetery comprised
3.2 acres. In 1950, after the Army fort closed, Fort
Logan National Cemetery opened. The federal
government gave the non-cemetery portion back to
the state for $10 in 1960 for use as the mental health
institute.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Deadly stretch of Federal gets new crossing
The location on Federal Boulevard
where on three occasions young
people crossing the street have
been hit by vehicles and killed will
be made safer with upcoming
construction of a signalized
pedestrian crosswalk.

while trying to cross the busy street.
They were crossing between
the Colorado Heights University
campus at Loretto Heights, on the
west side, and the east side of the
street where there are apartments
and small retail center.

The city council approved a
$400,000 project that will build a
High-Intensity Activated Cross Walk
across Federal just north of Cornell
Avenue. The funding comes
90 percent from the Colorado
Department of Transportation, with
10 percent from the city. Federal is
a state highway.

The Loretto Heights property
stretches for a relatively long
distance – 1,600 feet between the
intersections at Dartmouth and
Amherst avenues – and there is no
signalized crossing of busy Federal
Boulevard in between.

The pedestrian-activated crosswalk
will be built where three young
people died in separate accidents

The new midblock crosswalk will
provide a safe place to cross. It will
be complete with signal poles and
mast arms for the lights, and curb
ramps for disabled people.

This Council District 2 newsletter is
available by email.
Each edition is delivered
door-to-door in different
neighborhoods. If you received
this at your door, please join
our email list to receive future
editions by contacting:
Dana Montaño at
dana.montano@denvergov.org
or
720-337-2222
Contact the council office
with any questions or problems,
and we will do our best to
resolve them.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Follow-ups on council votes

At the City Council meeting of
June 13, I voted no on the increase
in wastewater fees, for the reasons
I described in my last newsletter –
too much, too quickly, for a project
that had grown from $134 million to
$298 million in 10 months. However,
the increase passed the council on
a vote of 8-3. I was joined in voting
no by Councilmen Rafael Espinoza
and Paul Kashmann.
At the same meeting, I voted no
on the bill that legalized short-term
renting of rooms or full units in all
residential neighborhoods. I saw it
as an intrusion of new commercial
activity in neighborhoods without
sufficient input or safeguards
for current residents, and was
troubled by what I and other
members believed was insufficient
resources at the city to enforce
the new regulations. I would
have supported the bill if it had
included provisions to protect
neighborhoods, similar to the rules
covering other allowed home
occupations. It passed anyway,
9-2, and I was joined in voting no
by Councilman Espinoza.

Help with damages
from new curb ramps

Denver is installing curb ramps
citywide to help people with
disabilities move more easily
around their neighborhoods. But
sometimes, the work can damage
landscaping or irrigation systems.
The contractors that are building
these ramps are committed to
repairing damages to your lawn,
landscaping and sprinkler heads
and lines.
The easiest way to have repairs
made is to save the door hangers
that are distributed prior to the
start of work in your neighborhood,
and call the contractor phone
number that is listed on it. If you
lose the hanger, call my council
office before you call in your own

Protect your ash trees from emeral ash borer

If you have an ash tree on your property, you are almost guaranteed
to lose it in the coming years if you don’t take steps to protect it from
a pest that threatens to kill all of Denver’s estimated 330,000 ash trees
– one out of every six trees in our city.
The emerald ash borer, a green-winged non-native beetle that gets
under the bark of ash trees and slowly destroys them, was found in
Boulder nearly three years ago. It has not been confirmed in Denver
yet, but its spread to our city is inevitable. It takes from two to four
years for damage from an infestation to become evident.
To prepare, Denver has come up with the “Be a Smart Ash”
campaign to give residents the information they need to protect
their ash trees. Proper precautions and treatments for ash tree
have proven to be 90 percent effective. The city has budgeted for
treatments to ash trees in our parks and property, but it will be up to
residents to take steps to save ash trees on their land and along the
street lawns.
You can find a wealth of information at BeASmartAsh.org.
repair contractor in order to ensure
the city will cover the costs. The
number is 720-337-2222.

Ruby Hill Bike Park open

Cyclists have a new challenge
at nearby Ruby Hill Park. Denver
Parks and Recreation opened
the new Ruby Hill Bike Park with a
ribbon-cutting on Thursday, July 21,
and a community celebration on
Saturday, July 23.

The seven-acre terrain in the
park’s southwest corner features
four separate runs for different skill
levels. It is outfitted with numerous
dirt jumps and curved walls. It is
part of a $1.7 million second-phase
improvement to the park that also
includes improved parking, new
volleyball and basketball courts, a
skating area and a new spray-pad
water feature for kids.
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Parks maintenance crew responds to special request
Denver Parks maintenance workers responded to my
request in June that they mow the tall grass and other
vegetation along the Mexico Avenue side of Sanderson Gulch, fulfilling a pledge I made to residents who
have blamed the overgrowth for more severe allergic
reactions to spring pollen.

I thank the parks workers, and especially thank Scott
Gilmore, deputy executive director for parks, who met
with some of the residents at my request.
The city cut back on regular mowing in selected areas of city parks as part of budget cuts following the
impact of the 2008 recession. Since then, as a sustainable practice for water conservation, the city has
been removing turf grass in areas of some parks and
converting them to “natural areas” with native grasses
and other vegetation.

The city stopped mowing areas of some parks and converted them to “natural areas” due to budget cuts in the recession. This is how it looks in Bow Mar Heights Park. Councilman
Flynn has asked that the city refrain from more conversions
without a robust outreach to residents near the parks.

While this is appropriate in some parts of our parks, I
believe the city has converted some areas where it
is not well-suited. I have asked the parks department

not to tear out any more turf in District 2 parks without
first doing a robust public outreach to the neighbors
who live around them.

Red Rocks Park grows with new addition
Red Rocks
Park had
grown by 97
acres. The city
council voted
to designate
a parcel of
land along
the front of
the park,
straddling the
west side of
County Road
93 just west of
the Hogback,
as a part of
historic Red
Rocks Park.
It is near
Entrance 2
to Red Rocks
Park.

not included
in the new
designation,
but may be in
the future.

A 97-acre parcel on the east side of Red
Rocks Park has been formally dedicated as
part of the park, protecting the open space
from non-park development or sale.

The land was acquired by Denver
in 2000 in a swap with the private
owner for land the city owned on
South Table Mountain. At the same
time, the city purchased three
smaller parcels along CR 93 north
of Red Rocks. Those three were

The official
designation
as Denver
parkland,
part of the
Mountain
Parks, means
that the land
can be used
only for a parks
purpose and
cannot be
sold or leased
without a vote
of the people
of Denver.

It will help preserve the beautiful
Mount Vernon Creek valley from
the threat of development. Mount
Vernon Creek provides valuable
wildlife habitat and critical water
quality functions for the Bear Creek
watershed.

What do you think?
City council is considering a
proposal for an affordable
housing fund, with an annual
$15 million appropriation for 10
years, to subsidize 6,000 new
units of permanent housing
and supportive services for
at-risk residents, low- and
moderate-income workforce
rental housing, and moderate
income for-sale housing. As
Denver’s housing costs and
rental rates continue to increase,
it is increasingly unaffordable for
many families to live in the city.
The funding would be about
equally divided between a
half-mill property tax increase
approved by voters in 2012 and
a new “impact fee” imposed on
all new construction.
I am soliciting your input. Please
look over the information on the
city’s website at http://tinyurl.
com/Mill-Levy-for-Housing and
share your thoughts by email at
Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org.

