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Increase sought for annual stormwater fee
The city administration has asked the council to
approve an increase to the annual stormwater fee.
That’s the bill that property owners receive each year
to pay for the construction and maintenance of storm
drainage facilities such as gutters, inlets, underground
pipes, detention basins and other improvements that
carry runoff from rain storms and snowmelt.
I voted against the increase in the council’s
Infrastructure Committee and on first reading at
council, if no changes are made in the proposal,
I plan to vote against it when it comes to the full
council on final passage June 13. Here’s why.
The proposal would raise the fee by 10 to 11 percent
each year over five years, for a cumulative increase
of 66 percent. Part of the increase is directed at
repayment of $206 million in new bond financing to
provide the bulk of funding for a large $298 million
drainage project in northeast and east Denver’s Park
Hill and Montclair neighborhoods.
This project has grown like kudzu from a $134 million
agreement last year with the Colorado Department of
Transportation to share costs of drainage protection
for CDOT’s Interstate 70 viaduct replacement with a
below-grade roadway. Approved last year before I
was sworn in, the agreement had CDOT paying 40
percent of that cost and the city 60 percent.
Afterward, the city’s wastewater division saw an
opportunity to take advantage of this shared funding,
and expanded the plan to build improvements farther
up the drainage basin to eliminate chronic flooding in
Park Hill and Montclair. I have personally witnessed this
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flood phenomenon over my years of involvement.
However, the estimated cost of the project has now
grown from $134 million to as much as $298 million
– with no guarantee that’s the limit. It now includes
a plan to close City Park Golf Course for two years,
remove a minimum of 100-plus trees and construct a
detention basin in the northwest corner of the course.
I cannot support a fee that authorizes a project that
has added so much cost in so little time with so little
definition. I asked the administration to consider
sticking just to the $134 million scope that was
promised to CDOT.
Other major drainage projects in the city have been
done incrementally, starting at the outfalls to the
South Platte River and working upstream as funding
allows. There is one such incremental project about to
start in my own neighborhood in District 2. This is how
I believe the new project, named Platte to Park Hill,
should be approached. I’ve worked on and analyzed
large infrastructure projects for more than 20 years,
and since this one is so early in concept and design,
prudence dictates more vetting for the larger scope
of work.
The fee increase request includes portions that I do
support, such as the pass-through increase from the
Metro Wastewater Reclamation District that processes
Denver’s raw sewage. You pay the sanitary sewer fee
monthly with your Denver Water bill. That is a cost we
have to meet. But as long as it’s tied up in a single
request with the stormwater fee, which is a separate
annual bill, I have to vote no.
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Denver Police Department

41 new officers
planned for 2016

Denver is hiring 41 additional police officers this
year as a result of my work to increase public
safety. Rather than hiring 44 new officers this
year, as first outlined in the 2016 budget last fall, I
worked with Police Chief Robert White to put 85
recruits into our police academy.
But it won’t stop there. Mayor Michael Hancock
asked Chief White to work with me and other
parties on a staffing analysis, which later
recommended that the authorized strength of
the Denver Police Department be ramped up to
1,570 by 2019. That is an increase of 150 over the
number of officers we had on the street at the
end of 2015.

Streets in three neighborhoods
being repaved this season
Residents in parts of Brentwood, Harvey Park South
and Mar Lee, who have lived with deteriorated streets
needing to be repaved, will see work crews doing that
work this season.
In fact, the city’s contractor began work in May on
streets in Harvey Park South. I had requested that the
contract work begin in southwest Denver this year.
The work will continue through the summer.
While walking the neighborhoods in District 2 the past
year and a half, it was obvious that these areas had
the worst road surface conditions. So it is very good
that we have them on the list for this year’s repaving
program. We already are taking stock of the condition
of streets in other parts of the district as we prepare for
2017.
Here are the streets that will be repaved this year:
•

One of Chief White’s strategic goals is to have
officers spend 35 percent of their time in proactive community policing – initiating contacts
and meeting the people. Right now, too much
of an officer’s day is spent going from call to call
– reactive policing. We can and will do better.
The staffing analysis quantified the number of
officers needed to achieve that goal. While the
number will be re-evaluated every year, I won
a commitment from the rest of the City Council
to fully support the added hiring to get us to the
new authorized strength.

In Harvey Park South, every street south of
Dartmouth between Lowell and Wolff Street with
the exceptions of Raleigh Street, Eastman Avenue
between Raleigh and Patton Court, and Osceola
Street, all of which have been more recently
resurfaced.

•

In Brentwood, every street south of Evans and
north of Yale avenues, from Green to Linley courts,
including all of the east-west avenues with the
exception of Harvard.

•

Building up the uniformed strength of the DPD
was my first objective after taking office in July.
Crime was up citywide 8.2 percent in 2015, with
property crime up 7.3 percent and violent crime
up 13.4 percent. However, in Council District
2, the numbers are more troubling. The overall
crime rate was up 12.3 percent last year. Property
crime increased 11.2 percent and violent crime
was up nearly 20 percent.

In Mar Lee, every street in the west side of the
neighborhood east of Sheridan Boulevard, west of
Tennyson Street, south of Florida Avenue and north
of Jewell Avenue.

In addition, Dartmouth Avenue will be repaved from
Sheridan west all the way to Webster Street, and
Lowell Boulevard will be repaved from Evans Avenue
to the city border at Girard Avenue.

It will take time for the new hires come on board
and show results. So I ask you to continue taking
part in preventing and solving crime by calling
police when you see something that ought to be
reported. In our data-driven world, more police
resources are allocated to areas where more
calls for service originate.

If you are not already on the Council District 2 email
list, you can join by contacting
Dana Montaño at dana.montano@denvergov.org
or 720-337-2222.
Contact the council office with any questions or
problems, and we will do our best to resolve them.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Police crackdown coming
on street racing

Councilman
Kevin Flynn
read “Giraffes
Can’t Dance” to
Denver Preschool
Program
children at Sabin
Elementary
School during
the “One Book 4
Denver” event in
late April.

District 4 police, covering southwest
Denver and Council District 2,
will have extra overtime hours
available this summer to respond
to street racing and congested
traffic on Federal Boulevard during
Sunday “cruising” hours.
I was able to work with the budget
office to earmark an amount of
funding to be used only for Sunday
overtime for traffic officers. On
some recent Sundays, traffic has
been so congested on Federal
that cars were spilling over onto
parallel streets such as Irving Street.
Street racing on side streets, which
often grows out of cruising, has
endangered neighborhoods on
both sides of Federal.
A similar effort last year more than
paid for itself through ticketing and
fines.

Federal Boulevard
Corridor Study underway
Speaking of Federal Boulevard,
the city’s public works department
is doing a comprehensive study
of all nine miles of the boulevard,
from Colorado Heights University
in Council District 2 on the south to
Regis University on the north.
The study will be about more
than traffic. In fact, with our sad
history of pedestrian fatalities
in southwest Denver, this effort
will integrate traffic safety with
pedestrian safety and access,
economic development, land use,
urban design and place-making,
multimodal safety and cultural
development.
The goal is to find and prioritize
opportunities that make Federal a
better place to walk, drive, bike,
use public transit, shop, work,

live and play. By the end of the
study late this year, the team will
produce an implementation plan
listing projects and funding sources
to make them happen.
I have placed a half-dozen
Council District 2 residents on the
stakeholder committee, which is
helping to guide the study. The first
public meeting was held in April at
Lincoln High School.

Summit Academy recognizes
police with balloon release
Students at Summit Academy on
Teikyo’s Loretto Heights campus
released white balloons during a
ceremony in April to recognize
fallen law enforcement officers. I
applaud the students of Summit
who conceived and carried out
this event. Their outreach to the
law enforcement community was
received with great enthusiasm by
the officers.
Mayor Michael Hancock
attended the event to speak
of the importance of building
relationships between police and
the community at a time when
that is very much needed. Also
attended and speaking were
Police Chief Robert White and our

District 4 Police Commander Mark
Fleecs.
While the ceremony recognized
officers who died in the line of duty
within the past year, what was
most moving was that the students
saw fit to include a white balloon in
memory of Officer Celina Hollis, the
last Denver officer to be killed on
duty, in 2012. Officer Hollis’ family
attended.

Reading One Book 4 Denver
I had the privilege of reading to
Denver Preschool Program children
at Sabin Elementary School during
the “One Book 4 Denver” event in
late April. The children’s book was
“Giraffes Can’t Dance.” Preschool
children all across Denver received
copies of the book to take home.
I want to thank the welcoming
staff at Sabin and at Denver Public
Schools.
I read the English version of the
story in one classroom while
my wife, a retired bilingual
kindergarten teacher, read the
Spanish version to children in
another classroom. She made it
extra special by picking up some
giraffe puppets and stuffed animals
to leave behind.
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Mar Lee residents and builders clean Sanderson Gulch
About 30 volunteers turned out on Saturday, May
21, to pick up litter along Sanderson Gulch between
Federal Boulevard and Irving Street, through
Sanderson Gulch Park. It was the first activity under
a pending Good Neighbor Agreement between
residents of the Mar Lee neighborhood and the
Sanderson Apartments, a 60-unit residential facility for
the chronically homeless at 1601 S. Federal, adjacent
to the gulch.
Construction of the building began in May.
The housing project, including its financing and
programming, was put together by the city
administration and Mental Health Center of Denver
without notification of or involvement from the
surrounding neighborhood and the council office.
I objected to this lack of involvement from the
community and to portions of the financing that
restrict the choice of tenants who can live there.
On the council, I voted against the restrictive
funding agreement through which the city will pay
for treatment services for the apartment residents.
The rules require that all 60 apartments must go to
the chronically homeless who are costing you as
taxpayers the most through their frequent arrests,
emergency room treatments and visits to the city’s
detox center. Studies have shown that this “housing
first” model for homelessness can be effective in
reducing our costs of engaging with the most frequent
users of our homeless services.
However, by dedicating all 60 units to this restrictive
funding, it effectively means that none of the
homeless who camp out in southwest Denver’s parks
and alleys – including about four men who last fall
were living at the rear of the vacant lot where the

About 30 volunteers recently cleaned Sanderson
Gulch between Federal Boulevard and Irving Street.
apartments are being built – won’t be eligible to live
there. I think that’s wrong. The list of the most costly
homeless individuals consists mainly of those who are
downtown near the shelters or along the South Platte
River.
But through the Good Neighbor Agreement,
negotiated between the residents and MHCD through
a professional mediator, the community will have a
tool to monitor the project and build a relationship
with the management and tenants to handle
problems that may arise.
The gulch cleanup was a big first step. In addition to
Mar Lee residents, MHCD had volunteers from its staff
and the project team of Deneuve Construction, Davis
Architects and Accent Electric. Thanks go to everyone
involved as we brought out about 18 bags of trash
from along the stream. Look for more such activities to
happen.
Denver Police District 4
Commander Mark Fleecs
discusses traffic safety on
Federal Boulevard at the first
public meeting for Denver’s
comprehensive look at
the boulevard. To keep up
with the progress, go to
denvergov.org and search on
“Federal Boulevard Corridor
Study.”

