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Reflecting on 2010 and Looking Ahead to 2011 
I came back from the two long weekends of the holiday season with renewed energy!  I’m optimistic that 2011 will be a better year than last year, and despite many challenges, 2010 was a pretty good year.  

Last night I attended the annual meeting of Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods (CHUN) which culminates in their annual awards presentation. While it was a long presentation, the awards were well-deserved and even sitting in the audience was a rewarding experience.  It brings home to me once again the volunteer hours, passion, and neighborhood leadership that keeps a community like District 10 and Greater Capitol Hill thriving. Honorees were instrumental in preserving and enhancing Cheesman Park; advocating for Cherry Creek and the necessary balance between commerce and quality of life; aiding crime victims, the homeless, and the hungry: monitoring and improving the new zoning code; restoring the grounds around East High School including the new entry plaza, great design on Colfax, and responsible property ownership.

Nearly every honoree said their achievements belonged to others as well.  So what have we accomplished together and how can we continue to move forward together?

Some highlights of the past 12 months include: 

· Passing a new zoning code
· Creating an interim dog park on the Church in the City site

· Re-inventing Fillmore Plaza as a pedestrian-friendly place accommodating limited automobile travel, pedestrian amenities, and events, both large and small.
· The controversial, already much used, new walks in Cheesman Park

· Continued revitalization of Colfax with the completion of a Streetcar Feasibility Study, the Uptown Renaissance Lofts, the arrival of the Denver Film Society and a new “main street” McDonalds and 7-11.

Moving forward together….let’s
· Find volunteers to staff a new recycling drop-off location on the site of the future Denver Rec Center

· Preserve the former City Boiler Plant at 1348 Cherokee

· Plan the Central Denver Rec Center

· Begin the Alternatives Analysis for Transit (Streetcar or ???) on Colfax

· Finish the Cherry Creek Plan  

A Historic Boiler Plant? 1348 Cherokee
On December 21st, neighborhood associations in the Golden Triangle, the at-large councilpersons and I were notified that the City had filed an application for a certificate of non-historic status for the original (1933) boiler plant that served the City and County Building. It’s a beautiful little building 50 feet outside the Civic Center National Register District. A red-brick structure in the Italian Renaissance style still owned by the City, it has been moth-balled for more than 40 years.  

Now in a transaction with Xcel Energy which would move their current chiller, located across Cherokee Street on the site of the future bond-funded Crime Lab, the City has proposed swapping the Cherokee Boiler Plant to Xcel. Since the building is a potentially historic building, as noted in the Civic Center Plan, instead of asking for a certificate of non-historic status, the City should have been applying for designation of the property. When this situation became public through the city’s notification and the ordinance presented at Council last Monday evening, the Mayor’s Office, Public Works, and the Department of Real Estate concurred with my viewpoint.  

Those agencies, Xcel, Historic Denver, and a neighborhood representative met just today and agreed to work together on a designation that would allow Xcel to do the asbestos abatement and other planned interior work. Landmark designation requires design review for the exterior of the building, but does not control the interior use or design. Additionally, Xcel may add cooling towers to the top of the building in the future that would have design review; Xcel wants to be sure that citizens are aware of that possible addition and would not object as long as there is design review.

My goal is to move forward with the city council ordinance for the proposed land transaction as expediently as possible with a letter of agreement concerning the designation.  Ideally the application for designation would be filed this spring with Historic Denver and Xcel as applicants.
Recycle Your Christmas Tree with Denver Recycles!
Your Christmas tree gave you so much joy during the holidays, now give it a second life and recycle it with Denver Recycles’ Treecycle program.  Denver Public Works Solid Waste Management will be collecting Christmas trees for recycling starting Monday, January 3rd.  All Denver residents whose trash is collected by Denver Public Works Solid Waste Management may participate.
Recycling your tree is as easy as can be:
1. Remove all decorations and tree stand. Sorry, no artificial or flocked (spray painted) trees. Christmas trees only.
2. Set your tree out for collection during the first two weeks of January: 

a. Dumpster service customers should place their Christmas tree out for recycling on either Monday, January 3rd or Monday, January 10th.  Do not place trees in dumpsters. Trees should be placed at least four feet away from dumpsters. 
b. Barrel and Manual service customers should place their Christmas tree out for recycling on their normal trash day between January 3rd and 14th.
3. Watch your tree get picked up for recycling. All trees collected through the program will be turned into mulch and given away to Denver residents in the spring.
4. Reclaim free mulch made from your tree on Saturday, May 7, 2011 at Denver’s annual “Treecycle Mulch Giveaway & LeafDrop Compost Sale.”

We need Denver’s help to collect as many trees as possible so that we have an ample supply to grind into mulch to giveaway to residents in the spring at the annual “Treecycle Mulch Giveaway & LeafDrop Compost Sale.”  Additionally, every tree collected helps Denver avoid using landfill space and saves the City from paying disposal fees. 

For more information about Treecycle and other Denver Recycles programs visit Denvergov.org/DenverRecycles or call 3-1-1.
Denver’s Snow Removal Plan
DenverSnowPlan.com is the go-to site for up-to-date information on Denver’s snow removal efforts. The purpose of the website is to keep residents informed of its snow removal strategies in real-time. DenverSnowPlan.com provides information on de-icing strategies, snow plow deployment information when snow is falling, and insight into how Public Works responds to forecasts. 

Under the “Current Status” tab, citizens can view the most up-to-date information about Public Works’ strategy for each snowfall. This tab lets folks know what to expect from the city concerning response and action during snow season.

DenverSnowPlan.com includes helpful information on a variety of topics related to snow removal in Denver including criteria for deployment of the residential plows, sidewalk rules, trash and recycling tips and route prioritization. The website also provides links to Denver road conditions, weather and traffic updates.

Changes to Denver’s Recycling Program

Denver Public Works, Solid Waste Management is making changes to the recycling collection routes as a result of the growth of the recycling program. The changes mean 25,000 recycling customers will see a change in their recycling day or a change to their recycling week beginning the weeks of December 6 and December 13, 2010.  

Several factors led to the decision to make changes in service. The success of the recycling program has increased the workload on routes, requiring multiple, daily trips to the recycle center. In order to increase efficiencies, maintain safety standards, minimize work day overtime, and support the future growth of the program, Solid Waste Management will switch recycling service to 10 hour days beginning December 6, 2010. This means operators will work four 10 hour days, with two separate crews providing coverage for the entire week. The longer days will accommodate the increased travel time to the recycling center while minimizing rushing and safety concerns. In the last few years Public Works has documented the proven financial savings of moving from an eight hour shift to a 10 hour shift when multiple trips to a location are involved (ex: landfill), and we fully anticipate seeing the same benefits in recycling.

While they have made their best efforts to inform residents of changes, they recognize there will be some who do not receive word before the changes are implemented.  The Solid Waste Customer Service Team and 3-1-1 are educated on the changes and are ready to answer any question from residents. The Solid Waste Operations’ Team will also ensure residents receive service during the transition, and will provide service to residences that see a week change two weeks in a row. 

If you have any questions, complaints or comments about the changes, please contact us at: DenverRecycles@denvergov.org. 
Traffic Delay Projects in District 10
Full Pavement Reconstruction--York and Josephine from 13th to 18th 

Public Works will begin a full pavement reconstruction of York and Josephine from 13th to 18th this month. 

What are the improvements that we can expect? The project will replace the entire pavement and upgrade non-standard or damaged curbs and gutters. Three intersections with traffic lights will also be upgraded: 14th and 17th at Josephine and 17th at York, and two that currently have two-way stop signs and flashing yellow lights will receive traffic lights: 16th at both York and Josephine. In addition, the curved section of Josephine between 17th and 18th at the southwest corner of City Park will be realigned with re-striping.

Project Timeframe- a Traffic Control Plan has not been finalized so a detailed work schedule has not been released. Lane closures are expected as needed and there might also be some brief detours. However, an effort will be made to keep at least one lane of traffic open in each direction. The project is expected to last until September 2011, depending on the weather.

Contact Van Miranda, the Premier Paving project manager, at 303-940-3668 for details on the timing of the work on different blocks. For general information, contact Marco Cabanillas, the Public Works project manager, at 720-913-1311 or marco.cabanillas@denvergov.org.

Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project along Colfax Ave. 

A project to rehabilitate the sanitary sewer along Colfax Ave began in late December. All of these sewers have exceeded their projected lifespan and this pre-emptive cost effective process is a welcome alternative to the disruption of a pipe failure and mess and noise of excavating and replacing these pipes.  The City of Denver's Contractor for the project is SAK Construction, LLC who will be responsible for providing public notices to property owners impacted by this process.  The project will involve installing a new liner inside the existing sanitary sewer pipe in Colfax Avenue from the alley west of York Street to the alley east of Garfield Street. 

Property owners will get a notice two days in advance when work si to begin on the street in front of their specific address. Owners might not be able to use their water for about a 12-14 hours time period on the day that the new sewer liner is being installed and may have limited access to their property due to sewage by-pass pumping.  Once the liner is installed and heat cured a robotic cutter and camera is utilized to cut out the sewer service connections to each property.  Once completed the Contractor will place a notice on the door informing the owner the process is completed and that they may resume normal water usage.  

The city is making every effort to minimize the impact on the residents and businesses. However, due to the technical challenges of this process it will not be possible to provide an exact schedule as some of the locations are pushed to weekend work due to traffic control restrictions. Although only an estimated 10 days of work will be necessary to complete the project, it is probably that it will take up to two months because of the high-traffic nurture of the avenue.

Please remember that individual notices with specific information will be distributed to each property owner as the project proceeds. For information contact the Public Works Department at 720-913-1311.

Colorado Boulevard Resurfacing Project

Winter shutdown

The intersection improvements are nearly complete and will wrap up by January 14th, weather permitting.

Once the intersection work is complete, the project will shut down for the winter. At this time, Colorado

Boulevard will return to its original configuration and the construction signage will be removed. The winter shutdown is necessary as temperatures are no longer warm enough for paving operations. In order to have a long-lasting, quality product, temperatures must be around 50 degrees and rising for paving operations. Due to the location of the project and the high traffic volumes, paving operations must take place at night in order to reduce the traffic impacts. Thus, the project will resume in several months.

What work remains?

Once work resumes in the spring, it should only take approximately one to two months to complete the remaining work which will consist of paving one lane of northbound and southbound Colorado Boulevard between Alameda Avenue and Colfax Avenue and all three lanes of northbound and southbound Colorado

Boulevard between Colfax Avenue and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

Cheesman Park Update
Construction Update:

As of 12-7-10, 50% of the entire construction project for the perimeter work in Cheesman Park is complete! Here is a break down of each of the areas and what is complete in these areas and what still needs to be done.
North Perimeter – The irrigation and running trail in this area are complete at this time. There is some clean up work that still needs to be cone which includes the sod and seed that will be completed in the spring once Parks and Rec have water to the park again.

East Perimeter – The irrigation work around the pavilion is 75% complete. The Trails in this area have not been worked on yet but are the next set of trails to be shut down to use until they are complete. The contractor has been working to restore the landscape around the pavilion and clean up as much as possible.

West Perimeter – The irrigation work on the west side of the park is 60% complete at this time. The concrete trails on the west side of the park are nearly complete. Parks is working with the contractor to determine pricing for the possibility of improving the entries at 10th and 11th.

· The entries at 10th and 11th are being considered for improvements that were not in the original scope of the work. These improvements would include the following:

· Removal of timber walls at each entry

· Removal of shrubs at the entries, including the mass of junipers at 10th
· Construction of new concrete walls at each entry; these walls would be no more than 18”

· Setting the new walls back approximately 2’ from the current location and installing a crusher fines border

· Re-setting the reflective post on top of the wall to indicate a dead end.

These improvements would be basic for the time being until more funds could be found to enhance the look of these entries and overall connection with the park’s historic nature.

South Perimeter – The concrete trails at this portion of the project will be completed very soon. The irrigation on the south end will be starting in the next couple of weeks as well.

If you have any other questions about the construction in Cheesman Park please contact the project manager, Kent Sondgerath at kent.sondgerath@denvergov.org.
Safety Tips for Park Use:

Here are some safety guidelines for walking/running in Chessman Park and other Denver Parks:
· Jog with companions. 
· Keep your head “on a swivel” 
· Please be aware of your surroundings. Be alert to places and situations that make you vulnerable. 
· Walk or jog confidently and alertly.  

· Avoid poorly lit locations. Avoid uninhabited parts of the park. 

· Have your phone ready and available should you need to summon help. 

· Keep a distance. Don’t let people get too close, even if they appear to be innocent. 

· Plan ahead. Know your route, and the time of day. 
Civic Center Park’s Broadway Terrace Project Update
Civic Center Park’s Broadway Terrace rehabilitation project is underway and scheduled to be complete in the spring of 2011. The project will include new and refurbished pedestrian walkways and pavement, seating areas, irrigation and landscape improvements including additional trees, improved pedestrian and street lighting, new drainage systems, RTD bus stop improvements and improved curb, gutter and roadway treatments.  

These improvements will guide the revitalization and transformation of Civic Center into a place of civic engagement. For visuals and more information on the project, please visit http://www.denvergov.org/Projects/CivicCenterParkImprovements. 
As part of Civic Center Park’s Broadway Terrace rehabilitation project, the following changes will be made to the immediate area to accommodate construction:
· The right-turn-only lane at eastbound Colfax Avenue and southbound Broadway Street will be permanently removed to create a more pedestrian-friendly environment.  The reclaimed space will be integrated as part of Civic Center Park’s Broadway Terrace.
· Over the course of the project, sidewalks and accessible ramps in the project area will be closed intermittently; however detours for pedestrians will be available.
· RTD bus shelters at the northwest corner of 14th/ Broadway have been removed, and the bus stop has been relocated to the southwest corner of the intersection adjacent to the Central Denver Public Library.  RTD has also notified its users of the change.

Civic Center Park’s Broadway Terrace rehabilitation project is partially funded by the Better Denver Bond program with Spectrum General Contractors as the prime contractor. Mundus Bishop Design is the landscape architect / urban designer.
RTD Fare Increases—Effective January 1, 2011
RTD’s fare structure will change on Sat., Jan. 1, 2011. Fares will increase for all Local, Express, and Regional cash fares, monthly passes, Eco Passes and annual passes. 

Like other agencies and government businesses, RTD has experienced significant shortfalls in tax revenues that help fund these services. 

A series of public meetings was held in September 2010 to discuss the proposed fare increase, and the RTD Board of Directors approved the plan at their October 26, 2010 meeting. 

Changes to fares are listed on RTD’s website. All fares not specifically mentioned would remain unchanged.

For routes, schedules, fares, services, pass programs or volume pricing please call RTD Telephone Information Center at 303.299.6000 or visit RTD-Denver.com.   Call 303-299-6089 for the speech and hearing impaired.  

Annual Re-Registration for RNOs 
All registered neighborhood organizations that wish to maintain their status with Denver must re-register by Jan. 31, 2011.     

The City and County of Denver registers neighborhood organizations each year to enable them to receive notification of zoning map amendments, zoning variance applications, liquor and cabaret license applications and various other informational items.

If an RNO fails to re-register, it will not receive notices of rezoning applications, liquor and cabaret license applications and a host of other important notices from many city departments.
Neighborhood organizations have the option of completing and returning a hard copy of this form which can be found on my website. Neighborhood organizations may also re-register electronically.  To do so, save this form on your desktop, complete the form, save changes and return it as an email attachment to Julius.zsako@denvergov.org.

You can view your group’s current information on the Denver Maps feature of DenverGov at the following link.  We rely on you to notify us of changes in your contact information.   Due to a high volume of traffic on Denver Maps, it may take up to 30 seconds for the page to appear.  

http://www.denvergov.org/denvermaps/report.asp?rpt=norg&cat=cprop&me=3106976,1644364,3255209,1761837
In order for an RNO to be considered for registration, you must agree to the following: 

I fully understand and will comply with the regulations of the Neighborhood Registration Ordinance (Revised Municipal code, Section 12-91) that state: 

-Our organization will be open to any owner of any real property or resident located within the neighborhood boundaries of the proposed organization. 

-The organization will be a general purpose group formed for the purpose of collectively addressing issues and interests common to the area. 

-Our organization will assign a contact person who can be notified by phone, e-mail and mail of upcoming events affecting our neighborhood. 

-Our organization will hold a meeting at which all members may vote at least once in each calendar year and at least 12 members must be in attendance at the annual meeting. All meetings shall be open to the public. 

Please mail or email the completed form by Jan. 31, 2011 to: 

Julius Zsako

Community Planning and Development

Dept 205

201 W. Colfax Avenue    

Denver, Colorado 80202

Julius.zsako@denvergov.org
Questions?  Please call Julius Zsako at 720-865-2969.   
Update from Denver Water
Trees Need Water During the Dry Winter

Without proper watering, dry winter weather could harm trees. Take the time to water trees to maintain optimal health and to avoid potential damage to these valuable shade providers. Water only during prolonged dry periods when the temperature is above 40 degrees and there is no snow on the ground.

2011 Rebates Change in March

Currently Denver Water offers rebates of $125 for high-efficiency toilets and$150 for high-efficiency washers, if purchased before March 15. Beginning March 16, Denver Water will reduce the amount offered for toilets and clothes washer rebates. The new rebate amounts will be for $75 for qualifying toilets and $100 for qualifying clothes washers. The product eligibility list still applies. The prices for toilets and clothes washers have come down in recent years. As a result, Denver Water rebates will cover a similar percentage of new product purchases. Denver Water’s rebate program is available as funding permits. It is subject to change or discontinuation at any time. For more information visit Denver Water.
Track your Water Use Online

Most Denver Water customers can now download a graph displaying their water consumption over a specified period. Compare your usage month-to-month and see how your water use pattern changes over the course of a year. Click here to track your water use online.
Foxes and Coyotes in Denver Neighborhoods
Coyotes: 

Be aware that coyote breeding season has arrived! From approximately mid December through mid March sightings of coyotes and potentially pet conflicts increase as weather gets colder, food becomes scarcer and coyotes become more territorial in anticipation of breeding and pups.  

Here is some sound advice for the winter.

· Coyotes typically hunt by themselves, so small unattended dogs and outdoor cats are at highest risk (generally 15lbs or less).   

· Larger dogs can come into conflict if viewed as competition, and may be more likely approached by multiple animals (a single coyote generally won’t pose a threat to a larger dog).  

· Coyotes do not want conflict with people, so the best way to keep your pets safe is to stay close to them.  

· Keep cats indoors, especially after dark.  Check yards for a waiting coyote before letting dogs outside, especially if you have a normal routine a coyote might learn (i.e. every morning at 5:30 am you let the dog out).  

· If you spot an animal-aggressively chase it away, coyotes are built to run (they are the second fastest mammals in North America) and will leave a situation they feel threatened (unless cornered or injured!)  

· ANYTIME you see a coyote, make eye contact and act like the biggest, meanest person they’ve ever seen.  

Urban coyotes tend to disregard people and we need to remind them that WE are dominant and willing to defend OUR territory (including our pets), and they can quickly learn to avoid you personally and your yard and pet.  The more people who harass or “haze” a coyote, the faster it will begin to avoid people in general.  

For more information or to report sightings: call 311; visit denvergov.org/wildlife or contact the wildlife ecologist at 303-455-0785.

Foxes:

Here are some tips from Denver’s Wildlife Ecologist to discourage foxes from your yard:
1. Do not feed the fox. They can easily become dependent on human food sources. 
2. Never leave pet food outside. 
3. Never discard edible garbage where fox can get to it.  Secure garbage containers and eliminate their odors. 
4. Use a small amount of ammonia or cayenne pepper in the garbage to discourage scavenging. 
5. Restrict use of birdseed. Fox are attracted to it and to the birds and rodents that use the feeder. 
6. Foxes den only during breeding season.  Be patient and allow them to remain; the parents and young will abandon the den by the time the young are three months old.  If you cannot wait that long, any kind of disturbance, such as loud noises and human scent, will likely cause the vixen to move to another den.  Once she is aware of the danger, allow her the opportunity to move her young without threat of harm. 
7. Install small gauge wire fencing around the perimeters of decks. Spray an ammonia/water solution under the deck; strategically place mothballs around the area. 
8. Trapping is not a good idea. Foxes mate for life, and it is almost a certainty that only one of the mated pair will be caught.  Foxes are also territorial; if you trap successfully, other individuals will move into the area. 
9. Pick spring and summer fruit as soon as it ripens. 
10. Do home repairs in the fall. This will prevent nursing babies with vixen from being trapped inside. 
11. Clear brush piles from your property. 
12. Burying wire or cement blocks around the bottom of a fence will discourage digging. 
Thoughts for a Healthy, Happy New Year

-From Denver Health-
Family, shopping, cooking, cleaning, primping and getting through the holidays.  If that wasn’t enough, it’s the beginning of a new year and you wish you were 10 pounds lighter!  How do you prepare for the New Year with happiness and excitement?  It is not as hard as you might think.

First, take care of yourself.  It sounds a bit selfish, but how can you enjoy yourself if you are ill? 

Drink plenty of fluids, especially water.  Drinking water boosts your body’s ability to function, and prevents dehydration.  It also fills you up.  Also, reduce the amount of alcohol and other caffeinated drinks you drink. 

Eat well, including lots of fruits, vegetables and whole grain products.  More fiber and healthy snacks will guarantee that you will not gain weight. If you eat healthy, it is ok to have a cookie or a piece of your mother’s famous apple pie.   Don’t forget to enjoy yourself.  

Get plenty of rest.  

Wear you seat belt, and don’t drink and drive.  

If you smoke, call the Quitline at 1-800-784-8669 and get help keeping your New Year’s resolution to quit.  Quitting smoking is one of the most important things you can do for yourself, your family and your pocket book.  

Go for a walk. Play in the park with your children.  Ride a bike. Go dancing.  Exercise is fun especially if you walk, play, ride or dance with someone else.  Remember that 10 pounds you wanted to lose?  Exercise and eating well can help. 

Wash your hands well and often.  Using soap and water or an alcohol-based hand cleaner will reduce the amount of bacteria and viruses you receive from others.  Also, it is not too late to get your flu shot or pneumonia shot.  And did I mention, wash your hands? 

Make a plan to see your health care provider early this year. Knowing your family history and talking to your provider will help you decide what preventive screenings you should have, and when. Screenings can include a blood test, high blood pressure monitoring, mammogram or screening for colorectal or prostate cancer depending on your age and risk.  

Finally, give back.  At a time, when it seems like the world is about to close in on you and the stress begins to rise, there are many more unfortunate folks than yourself.  Donate food, clothing or your time to those in need.  It’ll make you feel good to give.

Small changes make a big difference in planning for a healthy year.

Happy New Year!
FREE Tax Preparation
FREE tax filing is available for Denver families with income under $49,000. IRS- certified college students from Community College of Denver, Metro State College and Emily Griffith Opportunity School will prepare and e-file tax returned for tax-payers whose household income qualifies.
Tax Help Colorado Sites:

· Manual high School: 1700 E. 28th Ave, Third Floor

· Jan 29th to March 12th
· Saturdays, 9am – 2pm

· Thursdays, 5pm – 8pm 

· Emily Griffith Opportunity School: 1250 Welton St

· Saturdays, Jan 29th to Feb 26 from 9am – 3pm 

· Tuesdays, Feb 1 to March 1 from 2pm -  8:30pm 

· Thursdays, Feb 3 to April 14 from 2pm – 8:30pm  (closed March 24th and 31st)

Keep more of your refund; do not pay to have you tax return done! 

Dial 2-1-1 (a free call) or go to www.piton.org/eitc for more details and the locations of other free tax sites in Colorado.

New Rules for Increasing Compliance with Food Safety Rules in Denver Restaurants
Beginning January 1, 2011 Denver Environmental Health’s Public Health Inspections Division will implement a new process for citing regulated food service establishments that repeatedly violate the city’s food code. “Repeat Offenders” will be fined sooner and public notification of imminent health concerns
Designed to increase compliance with food safety regulations, the new system requires regulated food service facilities (restaurants, food vendors, cafeterias, etc.) found to have multiple repeat critical violations of the same type during inspections over a 12 month period, to pay a fine after the second repeat critical violation. 

Under the previous system, establishments were fined after the third repeat critical violation in 18 months. 
Critical violations are violations that could lead to food-borne illness if not corrected. Examples include poor hygienic practices, contamination of food and equipment, and failure to maintain food products at safe temperatures to prohibit bacteria growth.

Environmental Health’s Public Health Inspections Division inspects more than 5,000 regulated food service establishments in Denver—from street vendors, coffee shops and stadium vendors to school cafeterias, grocery stores and full service restaurants. 

Inspection reports can be viewed online by visiting www.denvergov.org/phi.
Call for Nominations!

-Citizen Oversight Board-

-Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Committee-

-DRCOG Neighborhood Awards-

Citizen Oversight Board is Looking for Potential Board Members 

Denver Boards and Commissions are currently looking for potential Board members for an appointment to the Citizen Oversight Board.  If you are interested or know of someone interested please forward the information below with the Board application and return as soon as possible.

The function of the Citizen Oversight Board is to assess the effectiveness of the Independent Monitor's office and make policy level recommendations regarding discipline, use of force and other policies, address rules, hiring, training, community relations and the complaint process.  The Board also addresses any other issues of concern to the community, members of the Board, the Monitor, the Manager of Safety, the Chief of Police, the Under Sheriff, or the Fire Chief.

Qualifications:  Must be a resident of the City and County of Denver. May not be an employee of the City.  No member of the Board or any of their immediate family members shall have ever been employed by the Denver Police, Sheriff or Fire Department.

Description: They are looking for potential Board members with sufficient background and experience to develop objective views and opinions relating to issues significant to Denver law enforcement and the community.  Most of the Board's work is intended to be transparent - open & televised meetings, visible records, annual reports, et al.

This is a four-year term that will begin as soon as possible. The Board meets the first and third Friday morning of every month and conducts quarterly public meetings that are televised on Denver Channel 8.  Each Board member receives a stipend of $100 a month.

For further information, please contact Suzan Moore, Director, Boards and Commissions 720-865-9034. Deadline for applications is January 7, 2010.  
Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Commitee
Denver has always been a great city for bicycling, and converging local and global trends have renewed the enthusiasm and commitment to a cycling culture.  In 2010, Denver moved up the ranks to become a Silver Bicycle Friendly Community, but there is still more work needed to reach the goal of 10 percent bicycle commuting by 2018.  If you are interested or involved in bicycling, I might have an opportunity for you!  As advisor to the Mayor and City agencies, and conduit to our community, the MBAC plays a leading role in making Denver a more bicycle friendly city.  Denver is looking for committed individuals who will represent our diverse City and bicycle community.  
Choosing to ride a bike is environmentally-friendly, healthy and a sound economic decision.  Plus, it puts us back in touch with our neighbors and is fun!  The 2008 American Community Survey ranked Denver 11th in the country for bicycle commuting, with 1.6 percent of residents using their bicycle to travel to work.  While this is figure is double the national average, Denver is reaching further with a goal of 10 percent bicycle commuting by 2018.
When applying, please address the following in your letter of interest:

· How often do you ride a bike (daily, weekly, monthly) and for what purpose (recreation, transportation, etc.)? 
· Are you a member of any bicycle organizations? Which ones?
· What bicycle-related activities do you /have you participated in? 
· Do you use public transportation? Combine it with bike riding? 
· Are you familiar with the Bicycle Friendly Communities program? 
· Will you be able to make the time commitment to attend the monthly MBAC meeting and at least one sub-committee meeting per month?   
· What do you hope to accomplish as a member of the Mayor's Bicycle Advisory Committee? 
    
Please reply with your letter of interest, application, and resume to Suzan Moore at suzan.moore@denvergov.org by January 21, 2011. 
DRCOG Neighborhood Awards
DRCOG is accepting nominations for great neighborhoods, livable communities and people who make them special. Nominations are now being accepted for outstanding people/places/events that help move the vision for our region forward. The nomination deadline is FEBRUARY 1. Go to www.liveworkplay2011.com to read the criteria: nominating is easy.  All you need is a description of no more than 250 words and a photo.  A steering committee  of local leaders will narrow submissions down to 10 finalists after the nominations period closes Feb. 1; then the public will vote on the People's Choice Winner, to be announced April 13. 
Questions? Contact Kitty Clemens, Director of Policy Development and Communications, kclemens@drcog.org or 303-480-6716.
What’s Happening at Morey Neighborhood Center This Winter?
Morey Neighborhood Center Adult Classes - Register now! GREAT LOW PRICES!!
Monday Evenings starting February 7: Espanol II, Yoga, Computer Basics, Water Aerobics
Wednesday Evenings starting February 9:  Espanol I, Knitting, Pilates, Adult Swim Lessons
To register or for more information, visit http://mnc.dpsk12.org or contact us at moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, 720-424-0791.
Fitness Center – no membership required! - only $3 per visit! 
Come enjoy the fitness facility for only $3 per visit!  The center has an indoor pool, a weight room, two gyms and a running track.  Hours are Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  Personal Training also is available for a small fee.  Contact us: moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, 720-424-0791 or visit http://mnc.dpsk12.org.  Multi-pass and senior discounts are available.  No membership required! Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School ). 
Morey Neighborhood Center Children’s Swim Lessons at National Jewish Health 

Morey Neighborhood Center also offers swimming lessons for kids of all ages at National Jewish Health, 1400 Jackson St. (Colfax and Colorado ) on Saturdays.  Class sessions run throughout the year and include parent-child, preschool, beginner, intermediate, advanced, and masters.  Session 1 begins Saturday, January 8.  All classes are on Saturdays between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm.  For class descriptions, times, and prices visit: http://mnc.dpskk12.org/swim.  Registration for all classes may be done by e-mail moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, by phone 720-424-0791, or by fax 720-424-0726.
Want to Help Lift Denver’s Low-Income Families Out of Poverty?
You don't need to be an accountant or even a computer whiz to lend a hand to Denver's hard-working low-income families. YOU can help them get tax refunds — no experience required! The City of Denver is calling for volunteers on behalf of Denver Asset Building Coalition (DABC), which will operate a Free Tax SuperSite in 2011 located at: The Economic Prosperity Center at King Trimble (2980 Curtis St. Denver, CO  80205)
If you are interested in volunteering, please visit www.DenverABC.org/volunteers.htm or call Karen Black at (720) 865-2433 (Please put "City of Denver" in the "Referred By" field). DABC will train you to help file tax returns for struggling single moms, parents who have lost their jobs, immigrant families who may not speak English, and others most in need. DABC tax law training is offered online or through a self-study course in December and January. E-file training to prepare tax returns using a computer will be provided to all volunteers in January.

Volunteers are asked to commit to at least 28 hours of volunteer time (after training) between January 29 and April 16, 2011.  In addition, you may complete your family's taxes for free using the latest IRS software at the Free Tax SuperSite! 

If you are bilingual in Spanish, Russian, Korean or any other foreign language, you would also be a great asset at a DABC Free Tax SuperSite.

For additional information, please visit www.DenverABC.org, or contact Karen Black at 720-865-2433 or Volunteer@DenverABC.org
Winter:  Time to Plan Energy Saving Landscaping
A well-designed landscape not only can add beauty to your home but it also can reduce your heating and cooling costs.  On average, landscaping for energy efficiency provides enough energy savings to return an initial investment in less than 8 years.  If you were already planning to landscape, these tips provide an ideal way to beautify your home while saving on your monthly energy bill.
· Plant trees to shade your home, reducing your cooling costs in the summer months.  Typically, newly planted trees will begin shading windows in their first year and will reach your roof in years 5-10. 
· Planting shrubs, bushes, and vines next to your house creates dead air spaces that insulate your home in both winter and summer.  Plant so there will be at least 1 foot (30 centimeters) of space between full-grown plants and your home's wall. 
· During winter, dense, low-lying trees and shrubbery on the north and northeast sides of your home can help protect your home against wind chill. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Events
Monday, January 17, 2011 is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and I hope that you can join in the many community events.  Please note that federal, state, city, post offices, and most schools are closed on this day, including my office.  Here are some events in Denver that may be interested in:

· Free Colorado Symphony Orchestra Martin Luther King Tribute Concert and Humanitarian Awards, Thursday, January 13, 2011 from 6:00 pm – 9:30 pm at Boettcher Concert Hall, Denver Performing Arts Complex, 14th and Curtis.  

· The 2011 MLK Humanitarian Awards will be presented at the performance and a public reception begins prior to the concert at 6:00 pm.  The tribute concert is free and open to the public, but tickets are required.

· 26th Annual MLK Marade Monday, January 17, Rally begins at 9 am in City Park and the March/Parade is from 10:40 – 11:55 ending in Civic Center with another Rally. 

· For information: 720-971-1329, 720.882.6350 or drmartinkingjrchc.org.
· MLK Jr. African American Heritage Rodeo Champions Monday, January 17, 2011 starting at 6:00 pm at National Western Stock Show Events Center, 4655 Humboldt St.  

· See champion black rodeo athletes compete in the Pony Express relay, ladies' steer undecorating and more traditional rodeo events.  Buy tickets or learn more.
· Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, Monday, January 17, 2011.
· To find a volunteer activity in your community, click here.
Upcoming Events and Reminders
 
· Monthly Self-Defense Classes Begin January 16. In response to the recent apparent rise of bullying, assault and hate crimes targeting gays, Tiger Kim’s Academy, a 34-year-old martial arts school, is offering free self-defense classes for the GLBT community of Denver beginning in January.  A suggested donation of $5.00 from each participant will benefit The Center, the only statewide, nonprofit community center dedicated to providing support and advocacy for Colorado’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) population.
· Seeking Youth Entertainers. January 22nd at the West Colfax Safe City Office (9th Floor). Safe City is looking for kids ages 13-18 to perform for over 400 youth at their 17th Annual Safe City Youth Summit on March 24th. If you are interested, please call 720-913-4637 to set up an audition. A $100 stipend will be offered to those who perform at the summit.
· Parent-hosted open house at Dora Moore, Thursday January 26th at 6pm. Please participate in the Dora Moore PTSA survey. 
· Mayoral Forum on Wednesday, January 26 from 5:30 – 7:00 pm at Mitchell Hall at the Botanic Gardens. Hosted by The Park People this forum will focus on the candidates’ platforms/positions on Denver’s parks, recreation resources, open space and urban tree canopy
· Mile High SnowFest, January 25-30 This multi-day celebration of winter sports and Denver’s active winter spirit, with ski and snowboarding-themed events, deals and specials. It also is designed to coincide with the SIA Snow Show, the largest U.S. ski retailers show. Visit Mile High SnowFest for more information.
· Denver Big Air, January 25-26 Skiers and snowboarders will be soaring into the nighttime sky in downtown Denver’s Civic Center park this January off one of the biggest man-made ramps ever constructed. Visit Denver Big Air for more information.  
· Denver Public Library Closed Jan 27 – Feb 2. Denver Public Library is in the process of moving to a new Integrated Library System (ILS). The Library staff and the Library Commission have decided to close the library system completely to the public from Thursday, Jan. 27th, through Wednesday, Feb. 2nd, while they complete this huge transition. DPL will reopen to the public on Thursday, Feb. 3rd. If you have any other questions about the system change at DPL please contact Shirley Amore (City Librarian-Denver Public Library) at 720-865-2100 or SAmore@denverlibrary.org 
City Council Meetings and News
· City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451). Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda. 
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Meetings of Neighborhood Interest" calendar has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Mon Jan 10
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm 
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues Jan 11
	CBID Board Meeting
	10-11
	Alta Court

	Tues Jan 11
	Governor Hickenlooper’s Inauguration
	10 am
	Swearing In at west steps of the Capitol

	Tues Jan 11
	Golden Triangle’s Annual Meeting
	5:30 pm
	Community Credit Union

(10th and Acoma)

	Wed Jan 12
	Mayor Vidal’s Inauguration
	11 am
	Webb Building Atrium

	Wed Jan 12
	Cherry Creek Plan Coordination Team Meeting
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe

	Wed Jan 12
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7:00 pm
	TBD

	Thurs Jan 13
	Park and Rec Advisory Board Meeting
	5:30 pm
	Webb Building
4.G.2

	Mon Jan 17
	Martin Luther King Day- 
Federal, State, City, Post Offices and most schools closed 

No City Council Meeting

	Tues Jan 18
	City Council Weekly Meeting
(note the change in night because of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed Jan 19
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 pm
	Gart Building
299 Milwaukee

	Wed Jan 19
	Congress Park Annual Meeting 7pm
	Teller Elementary

	Thurs Jan 20
	Golden Triangle 3rd Thursday
	5:30 pm
	TBD

	Mon Jan 24
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues Jan 25
	APNA Monthly Happy Hour
	5 pm – 7 pm
	TBD

	Wed Jan 26
	Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation (INC) President’s Dinner
	5:30 pm – 9 pm
	Doubletree Hotel
3203 Quebec St.

	Wed Jan 26
	Mayoral Forum
Sponsored by the Park People
	5:30 pm
	Botanic Gardens
Mitchell Hall

	Thurs Jan 27
	CPAG
	5:30 pm
	Tears-McFarlane
1290 Williams St.

	Mon Jan 31
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues Feb 1
	The FAX Wine Tasting
	5:30 pm
	The Cork House
4900 E. Colfax

	Thurs Feb 3
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 pm- 7:30 pm
	1625 S. University Blvd


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website along with past newsletters.

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line






