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Rezoning Proposal for Harrison/Jackson Streets between Alameda and Cedar (Greenhouse PUD) CCEA Neighborhood Meeting February 4th
Please plan on attending a special Zeppelin Development Presentation and Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association Meeting on Thursday, February 4th at 6:30 pm at Young Americans Bank at First and Monroe.  At this meeting, Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association expect the PUD 115 rezoning request to be reviewed by and voted upon by association members.  

Many of you are familiar with the Greenhouse PUD #115 project (Phase 1) located at Alameda and Harrison developed by Zeppelin Development about 12 years ago.  You are also most likely aware that the City of Denver is in the midst of re-doing its Zoning Code, applicable to all properties within the City, including areas adjacent to the present Greenhouse PUD.  Zeppelin Development is seeking a new zoning designation in place of the existing PUD and has requested and applied for the designation of the project site (Phases II, III & IV) to be effectively re-zoned in connection with the adoption of the New Zoning Code.  

In October 2009, the Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association Board of Directors began meeting with Zeppelin Development to discuss the possible rezoning.  An Open House was held on January 11th where the Zeppelin group presented their initial concept to the neighborhood followed by a January 20th presentation to the Cherry Creek Steering Committee.  Work sessions have continued with a group from CCEA and Zeppelin representatives working on a Development Agreement.  The Development Agreement addresses issues such as permitted uses/restrictions, height limits & grade, setbacks, traffic and transportation impacts, open space, building facade/materials, parking, utilities, lighting, construction practices as well as other details. To view the entire Development Agreement please go to www.zeppelinplaces.com/greenhouse.
At this meeting, Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association expects the PUD 115 rezoning request to be reviewed by and voted upon by association members.  There will be an opportunity for public comment (2 minute limit per speaker) with sign-up prior to the beginning of the meeting.  If you cannot attend and are a member of CCEA, you can submit an absentee voting ballot at Mile High Bank (corner of 1st and Garfield) with Attn: Andrew Wissman between 8 am and 5 pm now through Thursday, February 4th.  If you would like to become a member of CCEA prior to Thursday, February 4th, send an email to cherrycreekeastassociation@juno.com requesting an absentee ballot.  You can also become a member at the meeting on February 4th.

Zoning Code Update 4th and Final Draft Posted and Upcoming Denver Planning Board Public Hearing
 
The fourth and final public review draft of the New Denver Zoning Code and map has been posted on the New Code website: http://www.newcodedenver.org.  

 

This draft reflects the substantial input Denver has received from the community since the release of Draft #3 last fall.  We have listened to the thousands of you who have attended listening sessions and office hours, e-mailed, called and met with Denver since Draft #3 was posted.

Still have a question on Denver’s proposed new Zoning Code?  
Staff from Denver Community Planning and Development will hold a 4th round of “New Code Office Hours” to offer the opportunity for one-on-one meetings tailored to specific questions from residents and property owners.  If you plan to attend, please register at the following link so CPD can adequately schedule staff:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MXCCQLN   
· Tuesday, Feb. 9th, 3 pm – 5 pm in Room 4.I.4 of the Wellington E. Webb Municipal Office Building, 201 West Colfax Ave.  
· Thursday, Feb. 11th, 11 am – 2 pm in Room 4.I.4 of the Wellington E. Webb Municipal Office Building, 201 West Colfax Ave. 

On February 17, Planning Board will hear the staff report on the fourth draft.  The staff report will contain recommendations for changes to the final draft that the Department has heard this past month.  Further, Planning Board will be able to recommend other changes.  Because of the scope of this new code project, I anticipate that Planning Board will have to take it in pieces, and they could have more than one meeting before sending recommendations on to Blueprint Denver.
Learn more about the Denver Zoning Code Update and District 10 including the Denver City Council and Planning Board Listening session summary, some helpful handouts that I put together for constituents, opportunities to learn more about the process, my proposal regarding structures in Denver parks, and the updates schedules for implementing the Zoning Code.  
Cherry Creek and Fillmore Plaza Update
As I wrote last month, property owners on either side of Fillmore Plaza have approached nearby neighborhood leaders about the possibility of opening the plaza as a “hybrid” street.    
Since then, the BID board has voted to study a possible alternative design concept that would allow for both events and two-way vehicular traffic.  Then they will host an open house for merchants and citizens to see the plan and hear their rationale.  As soon as we know the exact date, we will post it on my website.   

Also since the January newsletter, both the Cherry Creek Steering Committee and the Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Association have seen presentations and discussed the hybrid street issue.  If a proposal for a hybrid street does come forward, City Council would need to vote on either an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) negotiated between the BID and the city or a vacation of the city-owned plaza right-of-way.  I would make certain that a City Council vote on the issue would take place.

The Business Improvement District approved nearly $18 million in bonds for streetscape improvements throughout the district and will be putting those plans to bid in the first quarter of 2010, so if the BID would like to change the Fillmore Plaza plans which comprise $1.8 million of those bonds, they would have to make that request soon.  

I do realize that keeping Cherry Creek a vibrant area is good for the retailers, good for the surrounding neighborhoods, and good for the City, so I‘m always open to public discussions of this “symbiotic” relationship, especially considering these tough economic times.  But to really reopen the plaza/limited street discussion, I’ll need to see considerable community support because it wasn’t there last time we discussed this issue.  

2010 Colfax Marathon Quickly Approaching
Dining Out in Support of the Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon on Thursday, February 25  

I don’t often recommend eating outside of Denver, but in the spirit of regional cooperation… if you were thinking of eating out on Thursday, February 25, please go to 240 Union in Lakewood and support the Colfax Marathon!  From 11 am – 10 pm, 240 Union will be donating 25% of all food purchases to the Colfax Marathon Partnership.  240 Union was voted by the Denver Post as one of Denver’s Top Ten Restaurants and is located at 240 Union in Lakewood, Colorado.  For more information or to see their menu, visit www.240union.com.  Reservations are advisable during the main dinner and lunch hours, call 303-989-3562.
May 16, 2010 will mark the 5th annual Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon  

In 2009, the Colfax Marathon set a record as 5,658 runners from all around the country participated in the marathon, half-marathon, or a leg of the relay course.  Current registration is already 1,400 ahead of last year’s registration pace.  Colfax Avenue was alive with runners, entertainers, and spectators along the route that traversed the cities of Aurora, Denver, and Lakewood, ultimately finishing at Denver’s historic City Park.  


Kids Running America Kid’s Fun Run/Walk Event  

A kid’s fun run/walk event will be held in conjunction with the marathon on Saturday, May 15, 2010 for children in kindergarten through eighth grade to promote child and family fitness.  Training programs are available for different age groups that include nutrition and training tips.  Register for the ¼ mile or ½ mile races.  Register for the Kids Running America marathon training plan where children run various distances over time to accumulate a total of 26.2 miles.  
Help Your Non-Profit Grow with the 2010 Charity Partner Program  

This is a special partnership opportunity where non-profit organizations use the platform of the Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon for their special fundraising purposes.  Charity Partners agree to register paid runners/walkers (and/or provide volunteers) for the marathon, half marathon or relay and then build a fundraising campaign around those highly visible participants.  You receive 100% of your fundraising revenues and incur no costs to produce the event.  In 2009, 24 Charity Partners collectively raised over $135,000 to further their organizational missions.  If you have an interest in learning more, you can attend the informal meeting to learn how your non-profit can use the Colfax Marathon to jump start your 2010 fundraising on Wednesday, January 20th, 3:30 to 5:00 pm, 1490 Lafayette Street, Room #108 or contact one of the Charity Partner coordinators at Jean Townsend, jean@coloradocolfaxmarathon.org or Suzanne Rousso, suzanne@coloradocolfaxmarathon.org. 
Volunteer Opportunities  

For those who want to participate but aren’t up to running, there are plenty of volunteer opportunities. More than 2,000 people are needed to bring this event together from start to finish.  Volunteer on your own or gather a group and work together.

The Kaiser Permanente Colorado Colfax Marathon is a wonderful way to celebrate one of our city’s unique assets.  To sign up as a marathon participant, register a relay team, volunteer, or to learn more about the race, visit www.coloradocolfaxmarathon.org.  You’ve provided great support for the Colfax Marathon the past four years.  Some of you have run, some of you walked the half marathon with me last year, and some of you have cheered the wheelchair athletes and runners on or volunteered.  Please keep it up!

Denver City Council Adopts Regulations for Medical Marijuana Dispensaries
New City Council Ordinance on Medical Marijuana Dispensaries  

After a couple of months of extensive debate, the Denver City Council debated and approved an ordinance regulating medical marijuana dispensaries (MMDs) within city limits on January 11th.  At City Council’s urging, the City began taxing medical marijuana as of December 1st.  The ordinance requires that MMDs: 
· Locate no less than a 1000 feet from schools, child care centers and other dispensaries (as of December 15); 
· Limit certain felons from operating dispensaries; 
· Bar onsite consumption of marijuana; 
· Set hours of operation to between 7 am and 9 pm; and 
· Provide a security plan, including on-site cameras 


Read a copy of the ordinance.  Read a summary by the City Attorney.  View the City Council courtesy public hearing and debate of the ordinance. 

 

Working with the bill sponsor, Councilman Charlie Brown, my goal was to get regulations in place as soon as possible.  The state legislature in its work this session needs to better define what a medical marijuana caregiver is, assure that people who obtain medical marijuana cards from the State Health Department have needs that legitimately necessitate marijuana use, and address where the caregivers obtain the marijuana.  Senator Chris Romer, who is also a District 10 resident, has been working closely with Council. He’s open to your input and needs our support to get a bill passed.
In 2000, Colorado voters approved a constitutional amendment that legalized medical marijuana. As State Health Department regulations and Federal policy about enforcement have changed this year, local and state officials have been forced to grapple with the rapid growth in the number of dispensaries and registered users. New court rulings have also complicated the scene. State health officials estimated that they would receive 23,000 applications for medical-marijuana cards in 2009, up from 4,720 in 2008. 
Dispensaries in District 10  

Currently, there are almost 500 medical marijuana dispensaries that have obtained sales tax licenses with the City.  If you are interested in viewing the latest list that includes all the dispensaries in Denver please contact my office. 
 

View a list (as of 1/6/10) of the known medical marijuana dispensaries in District 10.  Please note that this is not a legal document and represents the best information available. This is not an exhaustive list or free from error.  When viewing the list please note that any sales tax license with a date after 12/15/09 (in either of the date columns) must be 1000 feet from any other dispensary or from a school or child care center after March 1.  With the original list of around 400 dispensaries that City Council had at the time the ordinance was adopted, only around 200 would meet the spacing requirements.   

 

Denver Dept. of Excise & Licenses to Begin Accepting Applications For Medical Marijuana Dispensary Licenses Monday, Feb. 8  

The licensing process developed by Excise & Licenses follows Denver City Council’s approval earlier this month of regulations governing medical marijuana dispensaries.  The ordinance adopted by City Council requires license applicants to submit a lease or deed, description of products and services to be provided, floor plan, security plan, area map, zoning permit, City sales tax license and a burglar alarm permit with their license application.
Full details of the new licensing process, including a medical marijuana dispensary license application, are available at www.denvergov.org/Excise_and_Licenses.  

The Denver Department of Excise and Licenses is open from 7:30 am to 4 pm, Monday – Friday and is located in the Wellington Webb Municipal Building at 201 West Colfax, on the second floor.

Composting:  The Good, Bad and Hopeful
GOOD NEWS:  Last year, the City received a grant from the state to pilot a composting program.  The grant allowed Denver Public Works Dept. of Solid Waste management to provide composting bins to a range of neighborhoods with a maximum of 3500 households.  In District 10, the Country Club neighborhood from Sixth to First, University to Downing was selected.  

BAD NEWS: The pilot program proved to be very popular around the city, but once the grant money was spent, Public Works could not afford to continue to the service.

GOOD NEWS:  Councilman Chris Nevitt, chair of Council’s Greenprint Committee, worked with Public Works to restore the pilot program.

BAD NEWS:   But subscribers will have to pay a fee for the service.  In the next couple of weeks, City Council will vote on a bill to allow Denver to charge a fee for the composting service, thus keeping it in place in the pilot areas only.  Revenues from the fee will cover all operating costs.  The City needs 3500 subscribers to break even.  

GOOD NEWS:  Here’s what you need to know if you are in a pilot composting area:  The proposed fee is $9.75 per household per month.  The plan is to bill subscribers a total of $29.95 three times per year. 

Residents wishing to continue compost collection service must respond to the mailed notification and pay for service by April 15, 2010.  In May, if a total of 3500 households have not subscribed through the first notification, Solid Waste Management will directly recruit new subscribers in the pilot areas to begin in June.
BAD NEWS:  Unfortunately, at this time the City can’t expand the program to households outside of the pilot areas.
HOPEFUL:  This is a step in the right direction.  Many of you attended a meeting last fall about Denver’s Solid Waste Master Plan about how to manage and provide trash, recycling, and composting service to Denver households in this 21st century.  That plan will be finalized in May. 

Dine at a Mile-High Price During Denver’s 7th Restaurant Week
Denver Restaurant Week has been so successful over the last 6 years, that they have added an additional week!  This year, join in the deals and fun Saturday, February 20 – Friday, March 5 at participating metro-area restaurants offering a multi-course dinner for the “mile-high” fixed price of $52.80 for two (or $26.40 for one), not including tax and tip.

So far, 243 food establishments have signed up to participate.  These range from steakhouses to sushi to burgers all over the Denver metro region.  Last year, 225 eateries of all varieties served up a record of 300,000 meals.  
You can search the list of participating restaurants by neighborhood, cuisine or name and view their menus.  

Development Services:  The New One-Stop-Shop for Land Development in Denver
Created by Executive Order No. 137 on July 17, 2009, Development Services combines staff from Community Planning and Development, the Denver Fire Department Prevention Bureau, Parks and Recreation, and Public Works.  The new organization is charged with administering the City’s policies and plans related to private land development in Denver.


Building upon previous efforts to bring together development functions that formerly were housed within different agencies staff have been working together over the past several months to eliminate silos, consolidate and streamline the development process and improve the customer’s experience.  By approaching the way development works from the customer’s perspective, teams are tackling issues that before seemed insurmountable.  Changes that already have been made include creating a single point of contact for large projects, expanding customer’s ability to have their plans reviewed electronically (which saves time and reduces paper), and changing the Wastewater permitting process to allow permits to be issued at the Webb Building.

Other changes planned over the next several months include:

· Remodeling the 2nd Floor Permit Counter in the Webb building to create a new “Customer Service Center” that allows Denver staff our customers to work more efficiently

· Improving Denver’s content on www.Denvergov.org to help customers navigate by what they want to do, rather than by how we are organized as a City

· Expanding availability of e-services to include online permits and project status reports, and to enable inspectors to access permit data from the field

· Introducing a more project-based approach designed to help our customer’s ideas become successful projects

· Greater clarity in the review timeframes for projects

Check out the progress Denver has made so far at and stay tuned for more!  
“Meet Your Match” at the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter this Valentine’s Day
Whether you’re single, married, or in a relationship, the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter (DMAS) wants to help you meet your perfect match this Valentine’s Day.

From noon to 4 pm Sunday, Feb. 14th, DMAS will open for adoptions only, and offer reduced adoption fees ($85 for dogs, $50 for cats, and $10 for small animals). 

Volunteers will be on hand playing match-maker between potential adopters and their future pets.  Those looking for a companion for existing pets will be able to bring their pets to the shelter (as long as they are vaccinated) to introduce their future pet to their family early.  
To learn more visit our web site at www.denvergov.org/animalcare or contact the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter at (303) 698-0076 or stop by 678 South Jason Street.

Busy on Feb. 14th?  Stop by the Wellington Webb Municipal Building between 11 am and 1 pm on Feb. 26 to find your next pet from the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter.  The Denver Municipal Animal Shelter has hundreds of cats, dogs, rabbits, birds, and even reptiles in need of new homes.
Street Trees Available from Denver Digs Trees
Although it doesn’t quite feel like Spring, the Park People’s Denver Digs Trees program is gearing up for the 2010 Spring Street Tree Distribution, a Denver staple now in its 19th year, providing trees to the public right-of-way.
Not only do street trees provide beauty and shade to our neighborhoods they also help reduce noise and water and air pollution.  If your property has room along the street for more trees, please consider participating.    

Applications are due February 15th and early applicants get first choice of tree variety.  Trees are $25 each for Denver residents and free for some neighborhoods in Denver.  If you have questions visit www.theparkpeople.org, or call 303-722-6262.  

Tree pick-up is April 17th.  If you would like help planting your tree, please contact Capitol Hill United Neighbors.  They have “tree volunteers” to assist you at no cost by delivering and planning your street trees at any property within CHUN’s boundaries.   

“RAP it Up” Restorative Accountability Program

Do you or your child have any outstanding juvenile tickets that are more than a year old?  If so, a juvenile can and will go to jail if they come into police contact with an outstanding ticket once they are 18.  Additionally, if you have juvenile tickets that are not cleared, you cannot get a driver’s license.


Denver County Juvenile Court is offering a one day only program, on February 16, 2010  "RAP it Up (Restorative Accountability Program)", for persons of all ages who have an outstanding warrant for a juvenile ticket, to clear their warrant.  


This is a great opportunity for Denver Public School students, because you do not have school that day!  All you need to do is appear in courtroom 191J, Denver County Court in the City and County Building at   You will not be arrested.  You will not go to jail.  Free defense attorney representation will be available.  No criminal histories will be run.  Bring identification, and be prepared to pay minimum fines and costs of $41. Juvenile Offender Work Program or Useful Public Service will be an alternative for those unable to pay fines and costs.  If you are under 18 years of age, you must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 

Visit courtroom 191J, Denver County Court, in the City and County Building at 1437 Bannock St.  The Restoration Accountability Program (RAP) will run between the hours of 8:30 and 11 in the morning, and between 1 and 3:30 in the afternoon. To avoid a long wait, please call 720-865-8099 to make a reservation. You may also contact them via email at JuvenileCases@denvergov.org. 


The Crime Control & Prevention Commission is hoping that this program will reduce the number of people jailed later for outstanding warrants.  
To learn more click here or send an email to Denver County Juvenile Court.
Fraud Alert:  Haitian Earthquake Relief

  

Friends, as we watch the devastation in Haiti, we are moved by the tragedy as well as our own helplessness.  It is clear that disaster relief organizations will need a tremendous amount of help.  If you are inclined to make a donation to the recovery efforts in Haiti, please make sure you take the appropriate steps to ensure that your donation will get to those in need.

 

Disasters bring out the best in us.  Unfortunately, these situations also bring out people who have criminal intent.  These criminals solicit “donations for disaster victims” – all of which end up in the crooks’ pockets.  Make sure your generosity makes a difference for those who need it the most.  

Here are some quick tips:

· Internet users who receive appeals to donate money in the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti or other disasters should be cautious and use due diligence before responding to requests.  
· Make contributions directly to disaster response organizations rather than to individuals representing themselves as victims or public officials asking for donations via e-mail or social networking sites.  Find these organizations via an independent source, such as a phone book or 411, rather than following a purported link to the site

· Verify the legitimacy of nonprofit organizations by utilizing various Internet-based resources, such as www.give.org and www.charitynavigator.org
· Be cautious of e-mails that claim to show pictures of the disaster areas in attached files – these files may contain viruses

· Never give your personal or financial information to anyone who solicits contributions.  Providing such information may compromise your identity and make you vulnerable to identity theft.

If you have encountered suspicious activity, contact the Denver DA’s Fraud Line: 720-913-9179.
Morey Neighborhood Center:  Community Education and Recreation
Come and use the fitness facility - pool, weight room, two gyms, and indoor running track!  The fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  (Pool closes at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays).  No membership is required.  Adults $3 per visit, Seniors $2 per visit, Youth $1 per visit.

Morey also offers classes in Water Aerobics (new lower price!), Computers, Knitting, Pilates, Spanish, Yoga, and Swimming.  
Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School).  Call (720) 424-0791or email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org to register.  

Morey Neighborhood Center also offers swimming lessons for kids of all ages at National Jewish Health, 1400 Jackson St. (Colfax and Colorado) on Saturdays.  Class sessions run throughout the year and include parent-child, preschool, beginner, intermediate, advanced, and masters.  The next spring 2010 session is Saturdays, March 20 – May 15.  For class descriptions, times and prices visit: http://mnc.dpsk12.org/swim.  Registration for all classes may be done by email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, by phone 720-424-0791, by fax 720-424-0726, or in person at Morey Middle School.

Congratulations to Councilman Rick Garcia
U.S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan recently announced President Barack Obama’s appointment of Denver City Councilman Rick Garcia to serve as HUD Regional Director for the six states in HUD’s Rocky Mountain Region.  

I’m pleased with this great news for Councilman Garcia, but I will miss his leadership on Council.  He is a committed public servant - intelligent, hard-working, and kind.  I look forward to working with him in his new role and building on our already strong relationship.  Denver City Councilman Garcia will be vacating his Council Pro-tem position on February 16th and announcing his resignation from his City Council seat in the next couple of months.  A mail-ballot election for his seat will take place between 30 and 60 days from his resignation to elect a new City Councilperson to his seat.
Garcia will serve as HUD’s liaison to mayors, city managers, elected representatives, state and local officials, congressional delegations, stakeholders and customers in District 8, a five state region.   He will be responsible for overseeing the delivery of HUD programs and services to communities, as well as evaluating their efficiency and effectiveness.  
Elected to the Denver City Council in June 2003, Garcia has made economic revitalization, access to new transit projects and business development his priorities.  Garcia has been a board member and served as chair of the Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG), has served as Chairman of the Metro Vision Issues Committee and as a voting member of the Regional Transportation Committee of DRCOG.  
Denver Workforce Center Employment Event February 8th
The Denver Workforce Centers are recruiting job seekers to fill up to 300 job openings with Metro Denver businesses in early 2010.  To develop a pool of eligible and qualified candidates for these openings, the Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) will host a Workforce Information and Pre-Recruitment Event, February 8, at the Benedict Park Place Enrichment Center, 135 Park Avenue West.
Job openings will be available in the construction, energy, healthcare and retail/hospitality industries.  Positions are supported through OED’s Wage Subsidy Program, which helps enable Denver employers to create new jobs.  The program is funded through federal funds, including funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

The event will offer information sessions at 8 am, 10:30 am and 2 pm.  Attendees will learn more about the upcoming openings as well as possible training opportunities within these industries.  Attendees will complete a survey and are required to bring an updated resume and sample cover letter to businesses. 

Job seekers interested in the information sessions must register in the workforce system through www.connectingcolorado.com as well as reserve a seat by calling 720-865-0070.  For more information, visit www.milehigh.com.  A sign language interpreter or other accommodations can be requested by calling 720-865-5580 48 hours prior to the event.

2009 Denver Crime Statistics
After three years of double-digit declines, Denver experienced a 6.9% increase in total reported offenses in 2009.  Fortunately, Denver remains one of the safest cities of its size in the nation based on recent comparisons of FBI crime statistics and surveys of Denver citizens.  Theft from Motor Vehicles (stealing valuables from cars) was a significant problem, rising 29%.  Citizen-oriented prevention efforts aimed at reducing valuables left in cars – especially GPS devices, music devices, laptops, and purses/wallets– assisted Denver Police in bringing this increase down from higher peaks earlier in 2009.  
Citywide statistics and neighborhood maps showing the percentage change from 2008 are available online at www.denvergov.org/sopa.
In 2009, Part 1 violent crime increased by 2.5% (a net increase of 80 crimes for all Part 1 violent crime categories).  Murders reached a nine year low at 38 while sexual assaults increased 21.4% (an increase of 72 crimes).  According to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) at least one-half of all violent crimes involve alcohol consumption by the perpetrator, the victim, or both.  Related to sexual assault, alcohol consumption by perpetrators and victims tends to co-occur--that is, when one of them is drinking, the other one is generally drinking as well.  Over the past year at least 73% of sexual assaults investigated by the Denver Police Department involved alcohol consumption and approximately 70% of the victims of sexual assaults knew the perpetrators.  DPD’s Victims Assistance Unit assists citizens in addressing the impacts of trauma, thus reducing the likelihood of repeat victimization.  DPD’s Sex Crimes Unit works with a variety of community partners to reduce the opportunities for these crimes.    

Part 1 property crime increased 7.4% (a net increase of 1,471 crimes for all Part 1 property crime categories).  Of this, the category Theft from Motor Vehicle (TFMV) rose 29.2% (an increase of 1,711 crimes in this category alone).  TFMV is the highest single crime category, accounting for 19.2% of the overall crime in 2009 (7,571 crimes).  TFMV is not the same as auto theft, but rather instances of criminals breaking into parked vehicles and stealing easy-to-see valuables such as Ipods, GPS units, purses, wallets, cell phones, and laptops.  Almost three times as many GPS units were stolen in 2009 over 2008.  DPD maintains ongoing efforts at raising public awareness about the risks of leaving valuables in vehicles.  Police District 6, in the city center, initiated a project aimed at reducing TFMV in three precincts through a combination of warning signs in parking lots and in-person officer responses to TFMV incidents.  TFMV increased only 4.0% in the targeted area.  Other affected police districts responded to the increase with community announcements and door-to-door distribution of flyers in neighborhoods experiencing high TFMV increases.  TFMV results improved in the fourth quarter after peaking in the third quarter of 2009, but this crime remains a top concern for 2010.

Cheesman Park Restoration Projects Underway
I’m sure you have started seeing some work going on in Cheesman Park and I wanted to provide you with a summary of what is happening.  For example, the inner meadow currently sports a black fence to minimize erosion and mark where the main water line is located.  In 2007, voters approved the Better Denver Bond Project that included just over $2 million for replacing the irrigation system in Cheesman and $990,000 for other improvements.  These funds are not related to Denver’s general fund or yearly budget.  One of the first priorities in the Cheesman Park Master Plan was improving the pedestrian experience and the trails in the park.  

 

Safer Pedestrian Experience
The first phase of this work started in October 2009 and will continue through the spring.  It includes the installation of 7 raised pedestrian crossing tables, 1 speed hump and additional stop signs and crosswalks to slow traffic and minimize conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles.  All park road entries will be posted 3-way stops, and trail crossings at these points have been shifted closer to the stop signs for safer crossings.  To improve pedestrian safety, all park road entries will be restriped with crossings occurring at the 3-way stops instead of mid-block as they are now.  View an illustration and summary of the traffic changes.  This project was recently suspended due to frozen ground and will restart in mid-March, weather permitting.  
 

Improved Trail System
Cheesman Park’s trail system offers different recreational experiences while also meeting ADA design requirements.  The popular soft surface running trail on the park perimeter will remain with some improvements to its alignment.  A concrete loop trail has been added in the big meadow and the 8th Ave. sidewalk will be upgraded to concrete.  The paving of these trails is later in the phasing of the work, so will have temporary crusher fines applied in the interim.  Consistent with the adopted master plan, two parallel walks lined with mature Linden trees and benches will create a promenade or Unter Den Linden on the west side of the park.  View a summary and schematic design for the improved system of park trails that will be implemented.
 
New Irrigation System
While the irrigation system replacement and improvement will generally not be visible to the average park user, these improvements will greatly enhance the park.  Irrigation system replacements started in January and will take place through June 2010.  If the project is delayed because of weather, the contractor will schedule his work to accommodate summer activities in the park.  The improvements include the installation of a new irrigation tap, new irrigation mainline and renovation of the entire irrigation system throughout the meadow (middle) area of the park and perimeter irrigation.  Portions of the meadow will be closed to public use during this construction.  

 
There will also be repairs to the Cheesman Pavilion Roof and Cheesman Fountain, two important historic park features.  For further information regarding this project please contact the project manager at Denver Parks and Recreation, Ruth Murayama.  She can be reach at 720-913-0613 or ruth.murayama@denvergov.org.   
 
Upcoming Events
 
· Fax Partnership Wine Tasting Fundraiser Monday, February 8 from 5:30 – 8:00 pm at  Solera Restaurant  Come and join The Fax business community and residents from the five great neighborhoods along Colfax for an evening of networking and socializing.  Thank you to Solera and Mayfair Liquors for making this possible.  Admission is $25 per person and there will be a farrle for an all expenses paid wine tasting trip to France!  To RSVP call Solera at 303-388-8429.  For more information contact Jake Flint at rjflint@qwest.net. 

· Denver Office of Cultural Affairs Special Exhibition of Work for Group of Artists from Santa Fe Art District at Buell Theatre Monday, February 8 from 6 – 8 pm.   After February 8th, the artwork can be viewed only as a ticketed patron of an event at the Buell Theatre or by contacting DOCA to schedule a visit.  The exhibition will run through April 1, 2010.  The exhibit features a wide variety of media including paintings, photography, mixed media and textile arts showcasing the talents of artists who regularly exhibit their work in the Art District on Santa Fe.  For more information on DOCA’s Public Art Program, please call 720-865-4313 or visit www.DenverGov.org/PublicArt.  
· Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Vote on Recommendation Concerning Admission-Based Special Events Policy on February 11th at 6 pm at Bogey’s Restaurant, 26th and York at the City Park Golf Course.  The PRAB held a public hearing on this matter in December and discussed the proposed policy on Jan. 14th in preparation for a vote on the policy at its February 11th meeting.  The proposed policy was developed by a public/private task force over more than a year’s time.  Read the draft policy.  
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  City Council will not meet on Monday, February 15 and will instead meet on Tuesday, February 16th in recognition of President’s Day.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Meetings of Neighborhood Interest" calendar has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs

Feb 4
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 – 7:30 pm
	District 3 Station

1625 S. University Blvd.

	Thurs

Feb 4
	Neighborhood Meeting: Zeppelin Development Presentation and CCEA Member Vote
	6:30 – 8 pm
	Young Americans Bank

1st and Monroe

	Sat

Feb 6
	Free Admission to the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W. 14th Ave.

	Sat

Feb 6
	Denver Police 4th Annual Crime Summit (breakfast and lunch provided)
	9 am – 3 pm
	District 3 Station

1625 S. University Blvd.

	Sun
Feb 7
	Free Admission to the Denver Zoo
	Denver Zoo

2300 Steele Street

	Mon

Feb 8
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Mon

Feb 8
	FAX Wine Tasting Fundraiser ($25)
	5:30 – 8 pm
	Solera Restaurant

5410 East Colfax

	Mon

Feb 8
	Volunteer/Advocacy Partnership Organization Meeting for Dog Parks
	6 – 8 pm
	Wellington Webb Municipal Building, Room 4.F.6
201 W. Colfax

	Tues

Feb 9
	Colfax Business Improvement District Meeting
	10- 11 am
	Alta Court Conference Room

1490 Lafayette #108

	Tues
Feb 9
	CPD Zoning Code Update Office Hours
	3 – 5 pm
	Wellington Webb Municipal Building, Room 4.I.4
201 W. Colfax

	Tues

Feb 9
	Dog Park Recommendations Open House/Public Comment
	6 – 8 pm
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

2001 Colorado Blvd.

	Wed

Feb 10
	Cherry Creek Chamber Annual Luncheon ($)
	11:30 am – 1:30 pm
	JW Marriot Cherry Creek

150 Clayton Lane

	Wed

Feb 10
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Thurs

Feb 11
	CPD Zoning Code Update Office Hours
	11 am – 2 pm
	Wellington Webb Municipal Building, Room 4.I.4
201 W. Colfax

	Thurs

Feb 11
	CBID Event (VISIT Denver presentation on Marketing & Tourism)
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Holiday Chalet
Colfax & High

	Thurs
Feb 11
	Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
	6 – 8 pm
	Bogey’s, City Park
26th and York

	Thurs

Feb 11
	CHUN Neighborhood Info Mtg re: Sienna Wine Bar at 12th & Madison
	6:30 – 7:30 pm
	Heitler Hall, National Jewish

Colfax & Colorado

	Mon

Feb 15
	President’s Day
City Offices Closed

	Mon

Feb 15
	Free Admission to the Denver Botanic Gardens
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York Street

	Tues
Feb 16
	Free Admission to the Denver Zoo
	Denver Zoo

2300 Steele Street

	Tues

Feb 16
	City Council Weekly Meeting (note the change in night because of President’s Day)
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Feb 17
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Daniels Fund Building

101 Monroe

	Sun

Feb 21
	Free Admission to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

2001 Colorado Blvd.

	Mon

Feb 22
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Feb 24
	Colfax on the Hill Monthly Board Meeting
	3:30 – 4:30 pm
	Colfax Events Center

1477 Columbine St.

	Thurs

Feb 25
	Raise money for the Colfax Marathon by eating at 240 Union
	11 am – 10 pm
	240 Union

Lakewood, CO

	Thurs

Feb 25
	Cheesman Park Advocacy Group
	5:30 pm
	Tears McFarlane

1290 Williams Street

	Mon

March 1
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

March 2
	First Tuesday on The Fax
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website along with past newsletters.

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line
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