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New Central Denver Recreation Center Site Selection Public Meeting
Last November, when Denver voters said yes to a tax increase to fund Infrastructure projects, $11 million was allocated for land acquisition and design services for a new recreation center to serve the central Denver area.  

Please join Denver Parks and Recreation, Councilwoman Carla Madison and me on Tuesday, September 15 from 6 – 8 pm at the Denver Botanic Gardens, Mitchell Hall at 1005 York Street for a public meeting and open house to gather public input on site selection for a new recreation center in the central Denver area.  You will be asked to discuss your preferences for use of “Better Denver” bond dollars for either new construction surrounding the Congress Park pool or acquisition of a new site.  I have worked very hard to be sure that central Denver residents have a choice of locations for a new recreation center.  While it has been challenging, to say the least, it’s also a great opportunity for central Denver.

Over 70 Denver residents attended the initial public meeting on the central Denver recreation center bond project on April 1, 2008.  Citizens were introduced to current trends and facilities located in today’s state-of-the-are public recreation centers.  They also participated in a ‘Build-a -Recreation Center’ workshop where groups designed their ideal recreation center with a hypothetical fixed budget.  At the end of the session, each group described their key activities and discussed their opinions and suggestions for desired facilities and programs.  This meeting helped Parks and Recreation understand citizen priorities for facilities at a new recreation center – aquatics, gyms, meeting rooms, fitness – so that they knew the necessary requirements for the site.  

 

If you were unable to attend the meeting, the video is available online on Denver 8 TV by clicking here and then selecting Central Denver Rec Center Public Planning Meeting at the bottom of the list.

A 2006 Recreation Needs Assessment Survey showed there to be a gap in recreation center service for central Denver.  To view maps of the central Denver need click here and for a more centralized map click here.  

The City of Denver’s $550 million voter-approved Better Denver Bond Program is working to preserve, renovate and create amenities that touch citizen’s lives – including roads, libraries, parks, recreation centers, child care sites, hospitals, public safety, City buildings and cultural facilities.  Over 280 projects are part of this effort; more than 58 are complete, another 60-plus are in construction, and many more are in planning or design.  Denver has committed to complete the Better Denver projects in 4 years, well ahead of the 10-year timetable typical of most public bond projects.  The Bond Program will pump millions of dollars into the economy and help to preserve and create jobs across the region.  To view a list of the 58 completed projects so far, please click here.  For more information see www.denvergov.org/betterdenver.

Nearly 180 People Attended District 10 Zoning Code Update Meeting

The second District 10 zoning meeting was held on August 25th in the Molly Blank Conference Center at National Jewish Hospital.  After a brief presentation by Peter Park, Manager of Community Planning and Development, participants broke into neighborhood groups to discuss the zoning map and their concerns.

Nora, Caitlin, and I tried to listen in on as many of these neighborhood discussions as we could and we have been attending neighborhood meetings to discuss the new code.  Many neighborhoods have submitted comments to CPD and my office.  That input is really helpful.  I am keeping a list of all these comments so that I can check progress on the issues.
City Council worked hard to increase public awareness about the citywide fix to Denver's zoning code.  In August, the city sent a postcard mailer to every owner of property in Denver.  The postcard outlines important information about The New Code, including what zoning determines and why Denver is updating its zoning code.  The postcard also points to the project website, www.newcodedenver.org, as a resource to find further information, ways to get involved, and upcoming public meetings.  Copies of the postcard in Spanish will be available in City Council district offices and on the City Council website.  Look for the post card in your mail - or if you threw it out, check it out here!
A third draft of the code should be ready by mid-October.  You will receive an e-Talk update when it’s posted on the website.  The update will include exact dates for upcoming public listening sessions in the first week of November before a combined panel of Planning Board and Denver City Council.  
Last “Sunday in the Park” Auto-Free Day of the Summer Sunday, September 6th
What an amazing summer in Cheesman Park!  It certainly stayed busy with various events!  There have been 4 “Sunday in the Park” auto-free day events so far with the final one on Sunday, September 6th.  Cheesman Park roads will be closed from 5 am to 5:30 pm to enhance the pedestrian and biking experience in the park.  

Sunday, September 6th is the last “One Book, One Sunday” children’s story hour. Join us at 11:30 to explore nature through stories and a children’s activity based on the book.  The September 6th book is Feathers for Lunch and the activity involves learning about the beautiful birds in nature.  This program has been provided by a generous grant and hosted by Cheesman Park Advocacy Group, the Denver Children’s Museum and the Tattered Cover.  
Labor Day Service Changes: Trash and Recycling, Parking Meters and Parking Magistrate and Cashier

All residential trash and recycling collection will be on a one-day delay during the week of September 7.  No collections will take place on Labor Day, Monday, September 7.  Monday’s collection will be on Tuesday, Tuesday on Wednesday, etc. with Friday’s collection on Saturday.  
Denver parking meters will be free on Labor Day, Monday, September 7.  Denver parking meters are free on all City-recognized holidays and on Sundays.

The Parking Magistrate and the Parking Cashier in the Webb Building will be closed on Labor Day, Monday, September 7.  Please plan ahead if you need to visit the Magistrate to discuss a parking violation or if you need to pay a parking citation.  Parking citations may also be paid using our pay by phone system with your MASTERCARD or VISA.  Dial 1-866-280-9988 and follow the recorded steps, or online at www.denverpvb.com.  Please remember that you will need the citation number printed on the ticket when using the pay by phone system or making an online payment.
2010 City Budget Process and Upcoming 3-1-1 Changes for Budget Savings

The City and County of Denver is entering the budget planning process for the 2010 budget.  This is a critical time for our City’s budget as the ongoing recession affects communities across the country.  The City must trim $120 million to balance the budget.   This is 12.6% of the total general fund budget of about $950 million.  

The Mayor has asked each City department to submit options for saving 14 percent from their spending plans.  This probably means eliminating some positions, reducing or eliminating merit increases, and requiring furlough days.  We are trying to keep layoffs to a minimum and Council Finance Committee approved the Mayor’s proposal for early retirement incentives this week.

You have probably been reading about the negotiations with our safety unions.  Keeping our city safe is the basis for our quality of life, so, to make a budget cut but to protect jobs, the Mayor has asked these groups not to give up but to delay their pay raises until the end of the budget year.  

The budget cuts will also mean reduction in some services.  We’ll see the proposed cuts on September 15.  
The budget runs on a calendar year (January-December) and by City Charter, the mayor must present council with a balanced budget in September.  Council then must make any revisions or amendments in October.  

Where des the City and County receive its revenue?  The City and County of Denver’s Main Operating Fund ($914 million in the 2009 appropriation) receives revenue from various sources including:
· Sales and use tax - 50 percent
· Fees, permits and fines - 28 percent
· Property tax - 7 percent

Which revenue is dropping?  All revenue is suffering as a result of the economic downturn.  Sales tax, which is half of the city’s General Fund Revenue, has declined significantly over 2008 collections.  The most recent sales tax collection data for May showed a 10.7% percent decrease over last year and a year to- date decrease of nearly 13%.  Compared to this time last year, we are currently projecting sales tax collections for all 2009 will be down 8% compared to all of 2008.  Additionally, the city has seen a significant decrease in tourism-related revenue, such as lodger’s tax, and construction- related revenues, such as permitting and building fees.
What does the City and County of Denver spend its money on?  Like most governmental entities, more than 70 percent of the budget is personnel.  The city relies upon staff to deliver services.  Almost 50 percent of all expenditures are for safety services, which include police, fire, sheriff and courts.  Then, 24 percent of the budget is allotted to services such as internal infrastructure (finance, technology, human resources), community planning and development, and elections.  Less than 10 percent of the budget is for parks, recreation and cultural services.  Public Works, which collects trash and maintains city streets, is also allocated just under 10% of the general fund revenue.
If the City has a deficit, why does it continue to build things?   Funds that are designated for construction, such as The Better Denver Bond Program, can only be used for construction.  The bond funds were approved by Denver voters in 2007 and must be used in accordance with those wishes.
What has the city already done to meet the budget gap?  The city has taken a number of steps already to cut costs and find efficiencies.  Through the support and input of employees and agreements with the collective bargaining units, the city already closed an $86 million gap in the 2009 budget ($30 million during development of original FY2009 budget and $56 million in additional cuts).  Some of the measures implemented previously to balance the 2009 budget include:

· As a city-wide team, saved a combined $16.8 million in Career Service, appointee and safety personnel costs.
· Saved $230,000 by realigning custodial schedules in the City and County Building and Webb Municipal Building.
· Saved about $22.2 million in operational costs, such as deferment of equipment replacement, holding open additional vacant positions and savings in supplies and services where appropriate. 

· Saved about $4 million in four furlough days this year.  Two have already happened, two more are coming, Oct. 23 and Nov. 27. 

· Saved $4.5 million by holding 2009 merit increases at 2.25% for all eligible Career Service and appointed employees.

· Lockedin a low fuel rate until July 2010 to save $1.5 million.
· Suspended the 2009 employee bonus plan to save $5.4 million.
Are stimulus funds helping?  Denver has received more than $53 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Funds (ARRA) to date.  Like with federal dollars Denver receives annually, these dollars are for very specific purposes and are primarily for services that are not supported by the General Fund.  The ARRA grants will assist in supporting the city to meet growing demands of service such as food stamps but cannot be used to meet the budget gap.  It is anticipated that ARRA funds support Denver citizens finding jobs through workforce training or as a result of a construction project that may not have been fully funded otherwise.  Denver will benefit from the economic stimulus either through sales tax or construction permits.
What’s next for the 2010 Budget?  The Mayor will submit the first draft of the budget on Tuesday, September 15.  The last few weeks of September involve department budget presentations to the Mayor and Council for questions and further review.  On Monday, October 19, the Mayor will submit his final budget to City Council.  On Monday, October 26, City Council holds a public hearing on the budget.  Following the public hearing, but no later than the end of the first Council meeting in November (November 2), Council members may offer motions to amend the budget – 7 votes are required to amend.  The Mayor may accept or reject these by Friday, November 6.  On Monday, November 9, Council may override the Mayor’s rejection of any amendment – 9 votes are required to override a veto.  Council votes on a motion to adopt or reject the budget.  If Council rejects the budget, the Mayor may put the budget, as amended, into effect.    
3-1-1 Hours of Operation Change for Budget Savings

Our latest cost-saving decision took effect on Sunday, August 30th when the operating hours for 3-1-1 changed to 7 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday, and 8 am to 5 pm Saturday-Sunday.  This new schedule will make more 3-1-1 agents available to answer questions and take service requests during peak operating hours.  It will also save the city about $100,000.  We are confident the change in operating hours will continue to meet the needs of our citizens who are calling the City to request information.  The City launched 3-1-1 in 2006 to provide a comprehensive one-stop resource for anyone seeking information about services provided by the City and County of Denver.  Since its inception, 3-1-1 agents have handled more than 1.5 million calls and continue to provide a valuable service to our community.  The 311 call center was previously staffed from 6 am to 11 pm every day.  Fewer than 20 calls an hour were coming in to 3-1-1 during the hours eliminated from the new operating schedule.  3-1-1 is still available via e-mail at 311@denvergov.org and on the Internet at www.denvergov.org/311 24 hours a day. 
Graffiti Reports Now Being Handled by 3-1-1

In efforts to better coordinate and streamline city services, neighborhood inspectors are now officially inspecting for graffiti vandalism in our neighborhoods.  Starting last week, all calls related to graffiti now go directly to 3-1-1 where operators can check whether or not the related property has an authorization form for removal on file with the City.  If so, a work order for abatement goes straight to Solid Waste Management and they head out to abate the graffiti from the property.  If not, our Neighborhood Inspection teams are inspecting complaints.  As always, the goal is to get folks to comply, so we’ll be pushing for authorization or self-abatement.  In cases where we do not get compliance, NIS will now be able to issue notices of violation much like their other citations.
Reporting Graffiti Vandalism – Even Easier with 311

Anyone wishing to report graffiti vandalism can now simply dial 3-1-1 (720-913-1311 when calling from outside Denver), use the self-service tool via the web at www.denvergov.org/311, or email Neighborhood.InspectionService@denvergov.org. 
Instead of having one inspector from our Solid Waste Management inspect the entire City for reported graffiti violations, we now have 22 inspectors from Neighborhood Inspection Services trained to respond to graffiti complaints.  

As a reminder, residents have 72 hours to remove graffiti vandalism from their property, and businesses have 48 hours.  If you’d like assistance from the City with removal, contact 3-1-1 or visit www.denvergov.org/graffiti for more information about how you can be a partner against graffiti vandalism in our community.  You can also call 3-1-1 for Paint Bank information or issues regarding Notice of Violations.  

You should still call Denver Partners Against Graffiti (DPAG) at 720-865-6815 or email DPAG@denvergov.org for information about volunteering, schedule a speaker for a neighborhood or community organization or to request educational materials.  

Remember to call the Denver Police Non-emergency phone number at 720-913-2000 to report a property crime (graffiti vandalism) on your property.  Depending on the graffiti, this may help the police track gang activities and will provide a record of the vandalism.  
Voter Registration for November Election is Monday, October 5th

The general election will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2009.  In July’s e-talk in 10, I included information from the Denver Clerk and Recorder regarding her decision that, to save money during these tough economic times, the upcoming election will be conducted by mail only.  There will not be early voting at polls or voting at polls on Election Day.  In 2008, 174,600 Denver voters voted by mail out of 278,224 ballots cast.  
Denver voters can assist the Denver Elections Division’s preparation for this mail ballot election by making sure that the address information on your voter record is correct.  Monday, October 5th is the voter registration deadline.  You must be registered to vote by that day in order to get a ballot in the mail.  To check your record, voters can go the Colorado Secretary of State elections website at www.sos.state.co.us, and click on “Verify Your Voter/Ballot Status” or call 3-1-1.

Under a recent change in state law, ballots will be mailed to voters starting 22 days prior to the election instead of 30 days prior to the election as in past years.  Thus, mail ballots will be mailed to voters between October 13th and 16th.  Beginning October 26th through Election Day on Tuesday, November, 3rd mail ballot drop-off sites and service centers will be open.  

The November 3rd election ballot will contain school board races and, potentially, initiated ordinances.  To find out about potential ballot initiatives, click here.  These initiatives have gone through initial review, provides the proposed ballot text and the current status of each one.  

For more information on the voting options or issues, call the Denver Elections Division at (720) 913- VOTE (8683), 3-1-1 or my office 303-377-1807. You can also visit the Denver Elections Division website.
Theft from Motor Vehicle Crime Increased 32.2% in 2009
Theft from motor vehicle accounted for 18.4% of total crime in 2009 and increased 32.2% from January through July 2008 to January through July 2009.  Theft from motor vehicle includes both items stolen from the vehicle and parts stolen from the vehicle.  The Denver Police Department is in the process of migrating to National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS).  As part of this process, stolen license plates in 2008 were categorized as lost/stolen items and excluded from crime reporting.  Stolen license plates are now classified as theft - parts from vehicle.  Normalizing the data by excluding stolen plates, theft from motor vehicle still increased 25.1%.  

One-quarter of the neighborhoods have doubled in theft – items from a vehicle from 2008 to 2009.  The most common items stolen from vehicles include I-pods, GPS units, money, tools, stereo face plates, purses, laptops, cell phones, credit cards and CD’s.  There are approximately 20 thefts from motor vehicle per week and the peak hours where 45% of thefts occur are from 9 pm through midnight.  Theft from Motor Vehicle is a crime of opportunity; if the opportunity is removed the potential for crime dramatically decreases.  When you leave your vehicle for any length of time, be aware of items of value that may visible to someone who is walking by.  When you park your vehicle, whether it is inside a parking structure or on the street, always remember to lock up your vehicle.  Never leave your vehicle unattended with the keys inside it.  Make attempts to park your vehicle in well lit and populated areas. 
Please visit the Denver Police Department website for more detail by type of crime, police district, council district and statistical neighborhood by clicking here.  
How Public Works Determines Which Streets are Paved

My office regularly gets questions about when a certain street is next up for paving or that a certain street needs paving.  To the layman, it seems Denver chooses which streets to pave each year by throwing darts at a map.  Public Works has promised me that that is not the case, nor do they choose streets by who calls the most.  Periodically (every 4-5 years) all 2000 miles of streets in the City are inventoried and the condition assessed. The last time this was done was in 2008.  Engineers with the Street Maintenance Division take this condition data and build a multi-year work program to optimize the use of the annual capital maintenance funds.  

Pavements last 15 to 30 years depending on the traffic volumes and how the original construction was performed.  The life of a pavement can be extended considerably with the use of interim treatments to restore the surface layer and repair minor structural defects.  There are a number of available treatment options the selection of which depends on the condition of a street and anticipated traffic loads.  Often the treatment is scheduled at a time when the condition is still at a fairly high level.  An analogy to this would be house-siding.  If caulking and painting were not done when siding was still in decent condition the siding would deteriorate and a full replacement would be necessary after a short life.  Early treatments on streets such as crack seal and chip seal add many years to the life of pavement at very little cost.

The City can treat many miles of streets with these interim treatments at low cost and the overall condition of the network is improved.  Some funds are set aside each year for significant paving on low condition streets, but if all funds were expended on the low level streets, over time the entire network condition would drop.  A balancing act must be performed to keep good streets good at the same time a select number of poor streets are brought back to a high standard.
Decisions on where to pave are also split between local sectors and arterial segments.  A typical local sector is a neighborhood area 4 to 8 blocks on a side.  When selected, all streets in that area are paved with the same treatment.  Arterial segments are high volume streets paved in roughly ½ mile sections.  Since arterials carry far greater traffic volumes at higher speeds, so the average condition level of arterials is kept at a higher level than local streets.  

In a typical year the City will pave about a dozen neighborhood sectors and roughly 15 arterial segments.  In recent years annual paving has amounted to about 3% of the network.
New Flashing Beacons to Alert Drivers to Slow Down in School Zones

Denver City Council, Public Works Department and Denver Public Schools hope to make school zones safer with the installation of flashing beacons at 32 schools around the Denver area.
Public Works Traffic Engineering Services (TES) has completed the first phase of installation at ten schools in time for the start of the school year, with another 21 installations scheduled to be complete by the end of 2009.  Originally, construction was divided up into three phases, but now has been combined for efficiency. The schools receiving flashing beacons were selected based on a traffic engineering formula that takes into account average weekday traffic volume, number of through traffic lanes and the speed limit adjacent to the school. 

Here are the District 10 schools that will get flashing beacons:

· Moore at 8th and Downing will have 4 beacons installed in later 2009.

· Good Shepherd at 6th and Elizabeth St. will have 2 beacons installed in later 2009.

· Bromwell Elementary at 4th and Josephine will have 2 beacons installed in later 2009.
The beacons are yellow flashing lights placed above the school zone signs at marked elementary school crosswalks.  The flashing beacons supplement other traffic control devices in school zones, providing additional emphasis and warning for drivers that children may be present.  I am a long-time advocate of this policy because I know it works in surrounding communities. The blinking yellow lights send a clear and strong message to motorists: obey our law, slow down in neighborhood school zones and keep our kids safe.  The flashing beacons will only be activated during school arrival and dismissal times.  When the light is flashing, the speed limit is reduced - even if children are not present.  The flashing beacon controllers will be connected to the traffic signal system.  This will allow Denver Traffic Engineering Services to monitor and program the flashers remotely.
For a complete listing of the selected schools and their locations, please visit: www.Denvergov.org/Transportation
Runners and Bikers Coming to District 10: Street Closures Expected Sept 7 and 12

3rd Annual Aetna Park to Park 10 Miler Monday, September 7 at 7 am.  
Both novice and experienced runners are invited to take a tour of Denver's most beautiful parks on foot.  This 10 mile course starts in City Park, winds its way to Cheesman Park, then to Alamo Placita Park, and finishes in Washington Park with food, refreshments and musical entertainment.  
The race organizers have been in communication with neighborhood associations and volunteers distributed door knockers on August 15 to affected communities to inform them about the race.  
For additional information about the course, registration, and closures, please visit http://www.parktopark10miler.com/. 
2009 Tour de Fat Bike Ride Saturday, September 12 10 am – 4 pm 
This mass bike ride/parade and concert fundraiser for Bike Denver, Flight for Life Colorado and Derailer Bicycle Collective starts and ends in City Park.  Registration can be done online or in person and the ride begins at 10 am.  
Performances in City Park begin at 11 am and the show ends at 4 pm.  The Parade leaves City Park going south on Esplanade to E. 12th Ave. and then west on E. 12th Ave to Cheesman Park.  Bike riders enter Cheesman Park & proceed counter-clockwise to E. 12th Ave.  Riders then exit Cheesman Park and proceed west to Lincoln St.  Bikers turn north on Lincoln St. to E. 19th Ave., east to Grant St, north on Grant St. to E. 20th Ave.  Bikers then go northeast on Tremont Pl. to 24th St., 24th St. to Court Pl., northeast on Court Pl. to E. 23rd Ave.  Riders then proceed east on E. 23rd Ave. to York St.  Riders cross York St. and enter City Park via the NW entrance.  
To view a schedule of events or get involved, visit  http://www.newbelgium.com/tour-de-fat 
Cherry Creek North Facelift Starting in September

The first major streetscape improvements in 20 years are coming to Cherry Creek North this month.  The improvements will include repairing, upgrading and updating the lighting, signage, landscaping and intersections in the district (16 block BID bordered by 1st, 3rd, University and Steele and is anticipated to last 14 months).  There will be a street-level store directory at every intersection and the district will have significant improvements in water conservation.  

The improvements you will see starting in September will focus “on the ground” with irrigation and road improvements.  A mandatory moratorium on construction will occur in November and December to accommodate the busy shopping season.  Further improvements are expected to start back up during the first quarter of 2010 and will include adding new street and pedestrian lighting, replacing the 20 year old lighting poles.  The new lights will provide much more illumination and be more energy-efficient.  Major intersections and entrances in the district will have a little more landscaping than other cross streets and planters, benches and umbrellas will be used.  Color-coded store directories, banners and stone “monument” signs will make the district more pedestrian-friendly, and blue and white signs will direct visitors to off-street parking.  When complete, Fillmore Plaza, at 2nd and Fillmore, will have teak wood benches, a small water feature and a central canopy that will be lit at night.  The CCNBID is working closely with the city, tenants and merchants too minimize any disruptions to business.  

Plans for the upgrades have been in the works since 2006 when the Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District (residents, property owners, retail business owners and leaseholders within the CCNBID border) voter approved an $18.5 million bond issue to pay for the improvements.  The bonds will be repaid with existing mill levies over the course of 30 years, at the longest.  The measure did not increase property owners’ BID taxes nor use any city funds.  CCNBID completed the sale of the first half of the bonds last December and the second half of the bonds in early August.  This was the first BID in Colorado to sell bonds and Fitch Ratings, a global ratings agency that provides independent credit opinions, gave the bonds that are coming up for sale an “A-“ rating with an outlook of “stable.”    

For more information about the pending improvements, visit www.ccncapimprovements.com or call 303-394-2904 or attend a monthly CCNBID board meeting held on the third Wednesday of the month from 7:30 – 9:30 am at 299 Milwaukee in the lower conference room.    

2009 Xcel Energy Gas Pipe Replacement Update for Cherry Creek North 

and Country Club Neighborhoods
Xcel Energy is currently undertaking a five-year, $350 million project to replace nearly 100 linear miles of natural gas pipeline in the Denver metro area that will result in continued reliable gas service for current and new customers.  Council District 10, one of the older areas of the city, has been impacted significantly by this project.  Thank you for your patience as Xcel comes through your neighborhood!  

By the end of August, Xcel Energy’s plans to have its work replacing gas pipe along 17th Avenue from York to Clarkson, and along 14th Avenue from Harrison to Milwaukee completed. The company tentatively plans to have its project along 6th Avenue between Colorado Boulevard and Downing demobilized by Sept. 4th. 

In the last month, Xcel has started two other projects in the area. Please note, all start and end dates are tentative and progress on projects may be impacted by inclement weather.

In August, work started along 4th between Jackson and Josephine in Cherry Creek North and impacts the following streets and may impact adjacent streets:

(  Jackson St. between East 2nd Ave. and East 4th Ave. – Work started Aug. 6
(  East 4th Ave. between Jackson St. and Columbine St. – Work started Aug. 20

(  Columbine St. between East 4th Ave. and East 5th Ave. – Work date TBA
(  Josephine St. between East 3rd Ave. and East 6th Ave. – Work started Aug. 3

Work also started in the Denver Country club area, and impacts the following streets:

(  East 1st Ave. from Marion St. to High St. – Work started Aug. 10 

(  East 4th Ave. from Humboldt St. to Race Court – Work started Aug. 10
(  Race Court from East 4th Ave. to East 3rd Ave. – Work started Aug. 10
(  East 3rd Ave. from Race Court to Vine St. – Work started Aug. 10  

(  Race St. from East 3rd Ave. to East 4th Ave. – Work started Aug. 10  

(  Lafayette St. from East 1st Ave. to East 3rd Ave. – Work to start Sept. 4

(  Franklin St. from East 1st Ave. to East 3rd Ave. – Work to start Sept. 4  

(  High St. from East 1st Ave. to East 4th Ave. – Work to start Sept. 4
Both projects are tentatively scheduled to be completed by the end of September. 

As a reminder to businesses and residents impacted by Xcel Energy’s current work, traffic control devices and “No Parking” signs will be placed on the streets before work begins and will be removed as work progresses. Temporary repairs will be made as the new pipe is laid, but as the new pipe system is tested to ensure it is operating correctly, construction crews may need to come back to do additional work.  Permanent street and sidewalk repairs will be made after the new pipeline is operational. 

A week prior to each project, residents and businesses will receive a flyer describing the work, including a contact number for the project manager because each segment of the project may have a different manager and number. Trenching or boring may be necessary to install the new pipe.  Dirt piles from construction will be surrounded by “socks” to prevent run-off into the sewer system, and regular street-sweeping will occur.
The public can track the progress of Xcel Energy’s Denver Gas Pipe Replacement project online by clicking here.  Residents also can sign up to receive email alerts and updates and ask questions about the project by sending an email to infocolorado@xcelenergy.com.  Questions also can be answered by calling Xcel Energy’s customer care line at 1-800-895-4999.  As a reminder, because natural gas has no odor, Xcel Energy adds a harmless chemical called mercaptan that has been described as having a rotten egg or sulfur-like smell.  If you think there might be a gas leak in or near your home, immediately leave the area.  When you are a safe distance away, call Xcel Energy’s emergency gas line at 1-800-895-2999 or 911.  Never use a phone, cell phone, electrical switch, lights, garage door openers, matches or anything that may create static or a spark in an area where there might be a gas leak.
Xcel Energy Offers Rebates, Energy Efficiency Workshops

With temperatures falling and winter ahead, I wanted you to know about some great programs Xcel Energy is conducting. 
  

Between September 1st and October 15th, Xcel Energy is offering its residential customers some high level promotional rebates for a limited time on energy efficiency improvements from air source heat pumps, central air conditioning, evaporative cooling, heating, insulation, and water heater improvements.  For more information, click here and go to “Rebates and Programs,” or call 1-800-895-4999. 
Xcel Energy also is offering free, one-hour presentations on home energy efficiency.  The energy workshops are conducted by professional home energy analyzers and cover such topics as insulation, heating, water heaters, windows, lighting and appliances.  Those interested in scheduling a presentation for neighborhood associations or community groups should call Xcel Energy at 303-294-2476 or email christopher.j.dierker@xcelenergy.com.  
Morey Neighborhood Center Reopened Wednesday, September 2nd

Come and use the pool, weight room, two gyms, and indoor running track in the fitness facility!  The fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  No membership is required.  Adults $3 per visit, Seniors $2 per visit, Youth $1 per visit.  Please note that the fitness facility will be closed on Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day.

Various evening classes for adults are available:

Mondays: Spanish II, Beginning Computers, Water Aerobics, Knitting in the Neighborhood, Pilates I

Wednesdays: Adult Group Swim Lessons, Intermediate Computers, Yoga, Pilates II, and Spanish I

Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School).  Call or email now to register: phone (720) 424-0791, email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, website http://mnc.dpsk12.org.

2009 One Book, One Denver Programs Announced
Mayor John Hickenlooper and the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs recently announced programming for this year’s One Book, One Denver selection, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  

This is the sixth year of One Book, One Denver, Denver’s citywide book club, building community through the shared experience of reading the same book and the first year that the book was chosen by public vote.  Denver citizens are encouraged to participate in the program by checking out or purchasing the book and attending related events through October 31.  Through support of a $20,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Arts’ The Big Read initiative, 2,000 copies of To Kill a Mockingbird are available for checkout at Denver Public Library branches, 100 of them in Spanish.  Additionally, 1,000 books have been distributed to local nonprofits serving youth.  Furthermore, The Big Read sponsorship comes with Reader, Teacher and Audio Guides to support the community in enjoying To Kill a Mockingbird.

This year’s One Book, One Denver has something for everyone:

For film buffs:

· Popular film series returns featuring courtroom dramas, Saturdays at 2 pm at Starz FilmCenter.  Films begin on September 12 with Adam’s Rib and end October 24 with To Kill a Mockingbird.  

For music lovers:

· Shifting Sands: A Musical Evocation of To Kill a Mockingbird, October 22, 7 pm.  Come hear multi-instrumentalists Eric Moon and Derek Payne explore the sonic landscapes of To Kill a Mockingbird while carefully chosen Denverites read their favorite passages.  

For crafty types:

· To Felt a Mockingbird, October 24, 11:00 am & 12:30 pm.  Jamie from Fancy Tiger Crafts will teach you how to needle felt a mockingbird 
· Boo Radley’s School of Sewing, September 24 & October 15, 7 pm.  Join artist Rebecca Vaughan as she teaches you several simple, must-know hand-sewing techniques 

For foodies:

· Calpurnia and Miss Maudie Atkinson’s School of Baking, September 18 & 25, 6:30 pm.  Join professional baker and instructor Amy Hoyt of The Seasoned Chef Cooking School for a demonstration and tasting of four baked goodies featured in To Kill a Mockingbird 

For fans of slam poetry:

· Come listen to some of the best slam poets in the world compete at this year’s Café Nuba Slam—Never Kill a Mockingbird, October 26, 7 pm. 

For art enthusiasts:

· Don’t miss the To Kill a Mockingbird temporary art installation!  Search around 17th & Wazee to find it!! 

For drama lovers:

· Tapings of dramatic radio readings of To Kill a Mockingbird return, presented by the University of Colorado Denver.  Dates are September 30 and October 7, 14 & 21, 6:30 p.m.  Podcasts will be made available at www.DenverGov.org/OneBook. 
For writers:

· Finally, a workshop for first-time novelists and a Teen Essay Contest will be presented by Lighthouse Writers Workshop.  The workshop will take place on September 12, from 10 am to noon.  The deadline for entry for the Teen Essay Contest is October 19.  

Book discussions abound at 20 of 23 Denver Public Library branches.  “Book Club in a Bag” returns and is available for checkout at any Denver Public Library branch. One tote, eight copies of To Kill a Mockingbird and eight Reader’s Guides makes for one FANTASTIC book club!

In addition to McDonald’s, Event Guides with complete details on the programs listed above are available at all Denver Public Library branches and participating bookstores, or online at www.DenverGov.org/OneBook.  All events are free, but some require reservations.  
Youth can Learn to Ski or Snowboard with Great Deals from Parks and Recreation

Learn to Ski and Snowboard Program (ages 7-17)

Denver Parks and Recreation is teaming up with Win​ter Park Resort for a tremendous “Learn to Ski and Snowboard” opportunity!  This weekday program is designed specifically for groups of first-time and beginner-level skiers and snowboarders, ages 7-17 years old.  The program runs November 2009 through March 2010.  Winter Park will provide lift tickets, rental gear, and an all-day lesson.  Instruction will be pro​vided by the professionals at the Winter Park Ski & Ride School.  The cost of the program is $25 per student not including transportation.  Organized groups of up to 40 students are invited to participate in this unique program.  This is an incredible opportunity for your child to establish a life-long interest in winter snow sports.  Group leaders and group organizers should contact Outdoor Recreation at 720-865-0680 or outdoor.recre​ation@denvergov.org for more information. Interested individuals can call their local recreation center or Out​door Recreation to learn of participating centers.  A planning meeting is scheduled for September 30th at 4:30 pm at Harvard Gulch Recreation Center, 550 Iliff, for school groups interested in participating in the 2009/2010 “Learn to Ski and Snowboard” program.
Urban Riders Snowsports Club  (for ages 15-18)
The Urban Riders Snowsports Club gives local urban youths an opportunity to learn to ski or snowboard at Winter Park Resort—along with a chance to learn about the winter snowsport indus​try.  The club targets high school aged Denver Public School students who normally might not have an op​portunity to participate in winter snowsports.  Group leaders involved with schools or youth agencies are encouraged to organize thirteen first-time and be​ginner level snow boarders and skiers who will receive multiple day instruction over several weeks from the professional staff at the Winter Park Ski & Ride School.  Rental gear, lift ticket, all-day lesson, and appropriate winter clothing are all provided to club members!  The cost of this incredible opportunity is $50 per student for the entire five-week program.  Transportation will be available through Outdoor Recreation for a nominal fee.  Club members will also take part in a volunteer service project to be arranged and organized by Out​door Recreation staff.  Along with participating in an amazing recreational ex​perience in an incredible outdoor setting, club members will also learn about potential employment opportuni​ties and careers in the snowsport industry.  Job related activities include job “shadowing” at Winter Park, along with a visit to a local snowboard manufacturer and a tour of a local retail outlet specializing in winter gear and clothing.  If you have an interest in getting your high school students involved in the Urban Riders Snowports Club contact Skyler Ruggles at Outdoor Recreation 720-865-0680 or outdoor.recreation@denvergov.org.  An informational meeting for the 2009/2010 Urban Riders program will take place at 5pm on Wednesday, September 23rd at Harvard Gulch Recreation Center, 550 Iliff Ave.
Discovery Snowshoe Program at Echo Lake (for ages 10-18) 

This winter Outdoor Recreation will team up with local schools for a unique hands-on learning opportunity in the Rocky Mountains.  Join a team of outdoor pro​fessionals on an exploratory trip to Mt. Evan’s Echo Lake, one of Denver’s Mountain Parks. The program provides a fun, healthy, and educational way for stu​dents to be active outdoors while enjoying the natural beauty of the Colorado Rockies in winter.  Students will traverse the beautiful mountain scenery on snowshoes, while learning about winter adapta​tions, foods webs, watersheds, and conservation in the surrounding ecosystem based on Colorado State curriculum standards.  This environmental education program is geared towards 5th through 8th grade students, but can be modified to meet the needs of any age group.  They can accommodate groups as large as 40.  Snowshoes and hot cocoa are provided.  Call Outdoor Recreation for more information at 720-865-0680 or email at outdoor.recreation@denvergov.org
You can find more information on these winter youth programs and a complete schedule of Outdoor Recreation programs for this fall and winter online at:  http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/659/documents/outdoor.pdf
Upcoming Events
· Taste of Colorado September 4-7 in Civic Center Park.  Join in this end-of-summer celebration of community pride and spirit in the Denver region.  Over 500,000 people make the four-day Festival their Labor Day Weekend celebration and enjoy the offerings of over 50 area food establishments, 250 marketplace artisans and vendors, six entertainment stages, and educational programs promoting the diverse cultural and western heritage of the region — all for no admission fee.  Please be prepared for significant road closures around the Civic Center area if you are headed downtown.  If you are going down for Taste of Colorado I would recommend using light rail, the bus, or riding your bike to avoid the road closures.  With so many delicious options for food and free entertainment, you’ll want to make the most of your time.  You can use Taste of Colorado’s new interaction online guide to find certain restaurant booth locations, restaurant menu offerings, free music stage locations and schedules of performances.  To learn more and view the road closures map, visit www.atasteofcolorado.com
· CHUN Wellness Fair Saturday, September 12 from 10 am – 3 pm at Tears-McFarlane House/CHUN Community Center, 1290 Williams St.  Take advantage of the Exempla/St. Joe’s Mobile Mammography vehicle for a free screening, enjoy Eldorado water, and check out various practitioners to put you on the path to a healthy lifestyle.  To learn more, click here.
· City Park Circulation Plan Update Public Meeting Saturday, September 12 1 – 3 pm at City Park.  This is the initial public open house to present the current state of circulation implemented in 2001 through City Park (walking, biking and driving).  This meeting will mark the beginning of the process to establish the needs of City Park users and determine any potential changes to the current circulation patterns.  Look for the white tents in the meadow west of Martin Luther King statue near Dustin Redd playground.   
· Annual Mayfair Neighbors Wine Tasting Tuesday, September 15 5:30 – 8 pm at Solera Restaurant, 5410 East Colfax Ave. (at Grape St.).  Come and join a night to savor good wine, food and great neighbors.  Tickets are $25 per person or $45 per couple with proceeds benefiting Palmer Elementary and Mayfair Neighbors, Inc.  Please RSVP by Sept 11 to 303-388-8429.  For more information, visit www.mayfairdenver.org.   
· Colfax Avenue Cruise, Saturday, September 19 from 2 – 7 pm.  The Old Car Council of Colorado will be taking part in a Colfax Cruise with a special stop at East High School, Colfax & Esplanade.  This will be a dynamic event with classic hotrods, street rods, American muscle cars, and lowriders on display with spectators moving from event to event as the owners visit, show off their cars, eat dinner and watch others cruise.  Come join in and watch a piece of history.  Look for checkered flags at participating businesses along Colfax.
· “Civic Center Eats” Farmer’s Market Tuesdays, September 15th, 22nd, and 29th, 11 am – 2 pm.  Named best new farmers market of 2006 by Westword, Civic Center Café & Outdoor Market is open every Tuesday from 11 am to 2 pm – complete with bistro seating, tasty lunch options, live music, and locally grown produce and goods.  The market will run until September 29 (excluding September 8).
· CHUN’s 40th Anniversary Celebration on Thursday, October 1st.  Forty years ago, a group of neighbors banded together in opposition to the proposed conversion of 11th and 12th Avenues into one-way streets.  The neighbors won their fight, and CHUN was formed.  CHUN will hold a special celebration at the Denver Botanic Gardens (with music by Hazel Miller) in honor of their 40th anniversary.  CHUN designates ten “neighborhoods” within its borders: 1st and 22nd Aves., Broadway & Colorado Blvd.  Tickets may be purchased through the CHUN office for $75 per person; sponsorship opportunities are also available!  The keynote speech by former US Rep. Pat Schroeder, a CHUN founding member.  Please call 303-830-1651 for more information.  To learn more, click here.    
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  City Council will not meet on Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day.    

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Fri, Sept 4 – Mon, Sept 7
	Taste of Colorado
	Civic Center

	Sat

Sept 5
	Free Admission at the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W 14th Avenue Pkwy

	Sun

Sept 6
	“First Sunday in the Park” Cheesman Park Auto-Free Day
	5 am – 5:30 pm
	Cheesman Park

	Sun

Sept 6
	“One Book, One Sunday” Children’s Storyhour and Activity
	11:30 pm
	Cheesman Park

Cheesman Pavilion

	Mon

Sept 7
	Labor Day - Denver City Offices Closed in Observance  – No City Council Meeting this Week

	Mon

Sept 7
	Aetna Park to Park 10 Miler
	7 am – 11 am
	Park to Park throughout City (including Cheesman)

	Tues

Sept 8
	Colfax Business Improvement District Board Meeting
	10- 11 am
	Alta Court Conference Room

1490 Lafayette #108

	Tues

Sept 8
	Country Club Historic Neighborhood Meeting
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Guaranty Bank 
3301 E. 1st

	Wed

Sept 9
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Sat

Sept 12
	CHUN Wellness Fair 
	10 am – 3 pm
	Tears-McFarlane House/CHUN Community Center 1290 Williams St.  

	Sat

Sept 12
	Tour de Fat Bike Parade
	10 am – 4 pm
	Starts in City Park, ride through Cheesman, to downtown and back to City Park

	Sat

Sept 12
	City Park Circulation Plan Update Public Meeting
	1 – 3 pm
	City Park

Look for the white tents in the meadow west of Martin Luther King statue near Dustin Redd playground   

	Sat -Sun Sept 12 & 13
	Fiestas Patrias Mexican Independence Day
	Civic Center

	Sun

Sept 13
	Free Admission at Denver Museum of 

Nature and Science
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

2001 S. Colorado Blvd.

	Mon

Sept 14
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County Building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Sept 15
	New Central Denver Recreation Center Public Meeting
	6 – 8 pm
	Denver Botanic Gardens, Mitchell Halll

1005 York St.

	Wed

Sept 16
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Daniels Fund Building

101 Monroe St.

	Thurs

Sept 17
	Golden Triangle Third Thursday
	5 – 7 pm
	Cuba Cuba

1173 Delaware Street

	Sat

Sept 19
	Free Admission at Denver Botanic Gardens
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York St.

	Sat

Sept 19
	2009 Rally for Recovery:  Office for Drug Strategy Event
	Civic Center

	Sat

Sept 19
	Denver Botanic Gardens’ Fall Bulb and Plant Sale
	9 am – 2 pm
	Amphitheatre, 10th and York/Josephine

Denver Botanic Gardens

	Sat

Sept 19
	Colfax Avenue Cruise
	2 – 7 pm
	Esplanade at East High School featured site,

Cruising all along Colfax Ave.

	Mon

Sept 21
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues
Sept 22
	22nd Uptown Sampler
	5 – 8:30 pm
	14 restaurants 
www.uptownonthehill.org 

	Tues

Sept 22
	Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Association: Councilwoman Robb speaking on Zoning Code Update
	7 – 8:30 pm
	Daniels Fund Building

101 Monroe St.

	Wed

Sept 23
	Colfax on the Hill Monthly Board Meeting
	3:30 – 4:30 pm
	L2 Arts & Culture Center (formerly Colfax Events Center), 1477 Columbine

	Thurs

Sept 24
	Celebration and Press Conference on Bond Project Recreation improvements
	3:30 – 5 pm
	Washington Park Rec Center 701 S Franklin

	Thurs

Sept 24
	Cheesman Park Advocacy Group
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Tears McFarlane

1290 Williams St.  

	Mon

Sept 28
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs
Oct 1
	Crime Lab Public Meeting
	5 – 7 pm
	Webb Municipal Building
Room TBD

	Thurs

Oct 1
	CHUN 40th Anniversary Gala
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York St.

	Sat

Oct 3
	Free Admission at the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W 14th Avenue Pkwy

	Mon

Oct 5
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Oct 6
	First Tuesday on the Fax
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2009Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/433180/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line
