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Living Streets Initiative and an Invitation to Sustainability Speaker Event
 

I just returned from the Chamber of Commerce Leadership Exchange to Vancouver, British Columbia.  Visiting other cities and seeing how they create great spaces and places is a real opportunity for me.  Vancouver is building light rail for the Olympics and has recently brought back the streetcar.  It is a dense city with many high rises that they have strived to make street-friendly.  It can be done and as a result, people find themselves walking more.  
The East Colfax Plan and West Colfax Plans focused on land use and transportation.  The first implementation steps of these plans brought us form-based zone districts for Main Streets.  Now in addition to concentrating on the form of the buildings, we need to concentrate on the form of the streets and sidewalks.  Thus the City has identified the need for a more comprehensive, coordinated approach to corridor planning, not just for Colfax but al our major transportation corridors.  In fact, First Avenue/Alameda/Leetsdale is the sample study corridor for the project.
 
Why do we call it the Living Streets Initiative?   It’s because we are trying to bring pedestrian life to the streets and in that process we can live healthier lives.  The initiative’s primary goals include: 

· Make the city accessible for all ages and abilities

· Improve community health and the built environment 

· Enhance the “people trip” carrying capacity of our corridors 

· Encourage better utilization of urban land near transit 

· Increase the return on investment in infrastructure improvements 

· Make investments that incorporate sustainable, best management practices 

The emerging Living Streets Initiative brings together eight city departments/agencies (Community Planning & Development, Public Works, Environmental Health, Office of Economic Development, Parks & Recreation, Greenprint Denver, Budget & Management Office, and Human Rights & Community Relations) to unify the City’s efforts to redevelop our corridors in support of the Blueprint Denver vision.  To visit the Living Streets Initiative website click here.   

 

On Wednesday, October 15, 2008 at the Oxford Hotel, from 7:30 am – 10:00 am, Living Streets Initiative is hosting a breakfast speaker Walter Kulash speaking on “Engineering Sustainable Solutions.”  Traditionally our roads have been engineered to maximize capacity.  A new paradigm is taking hold that values roadways for their many other purposes.  Please join us for a lecture and discussion on the benefits and challenges of engineering Living Streets.  
Walter Kulash is a Principal and senior traffic engineer with the Orlando-based community-planning firm of Glatting Jackson Kercher Anglin, Inc. Since the early 1990s, Kulash has specialized in the rapidly emerging field of livable traffic design. Recent projects that incorporate the principles of livable traffic include neotraditional communities throughout the U.S. and Canada, community shopping centers that serve as centers for walkable communities, resort villages, outdoor shopping villages and park-once districts. Kulash is in the forefront of the field of traffic calming changing motorist behavior through street redesign and will share his thoughts and ideas from over 30 years experience.  
To view the invitation click here.  If you are interested in attending, register here.  Since the breakfast tickets are $35, I want to ensure that interested constituents are able to attend without financial distress.  I have purchased 3 extra tickets as scholarships that will be provided to the first three interested constituents who contact my office.  
Denver Botanic Gardens Garage Moving Forward

As most of you are aware, the Botanic Gardens will begin construction of its new garage between York & Josephine sometime this fall.  The financing for the project was provided by Certificates of Participation (COPs) which are much like bond financing.  The bonds will be paid from increased admission, membership, and concert prices.  Both the Neighborhood Advisory Council and Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods oppose paying the bonds off with parking revenue.  As I do, they believe that parking at this great cultural amenity should be free.  After all, one of the reasons to increase the parking capacity is to keep cars out of the neighborhood.  During Council deliberation on the issue, I negotiated revisions in the necessary agreements that assure any charges for parking would be a last resort – as in the case of both the Gardens and the City defaulting on the bonds, quite an unlikely scenario.  Also, I made sure that any last resort parking charge would require a vote of City Council.
The staging site for the construction will be where the Community Gardens are presently located.  For the past several months, the community gardeners have been in discussions with the Botanic Gardens and Denver Water with the goal of moving the community gardens to the northeast corner of Denver Water’s property (north of the newly installed water tank & east of the soccer fields).

While it is not yet a “done” deal, my conversations with both the Botanic Gardens and Denver Water lead me to believe moving the gardens to the new location will occur.  Of course, as they say, the devil is in the details and those complex particulars have not yet been completely hammered out.  There is a plan, discussed at a neighborhood meeting on Sept. 22, that has been proposed to Denver Water and we are awaiting their response.  In the meanwhile, Botanic Gardens is also having discussions with some close-by neighbors.  While they are supportive of the move, they do have some concerns related to their proximity to the new community garden.  Ultimately, through the best efforts of everyone, I believe we will have a 4-way win for the Botanic Gardens, community gardeners, the neighbors & Denver Water.  Stay tuned!    
Neighborhood Flix Cinema and Café Closed

Yes, its true, the demise of Neighborhood Flix Cinema and Café, 2510 East Colfax at Elizabeth, which closed its doors on Sunday, September 28, is a setback to making Colfax a living street.  The three-screen cinema opened November 2, 2007 in the renovated Lowenstein CulturePlex next to the Tattered Cover Book Store and Twist & Shout, offering upscale food and a balance of independent and studio films.  I am saddened that the theatre was done in by the inability to compete for first-run films.  Even though it was named 5280’s “Best Independent Theater” in 2008, Neighborhood Flix struggled.  The larger chains get right-of-first refusal to the kind of independent films Neighborhood Flix wanted, and Flix had trouble obtaining the films until it was too late.  The theatre will be shopped to potential new operators in the coming months.   
What does the 2008 General Storm Sewer Program along 7th Avenue
Have to Do with a Marathon?
If you are living in or near 7th Avenue between Lafayette and Gaylord, you probably are walking more or at least not driving very fast!  Thank you to the residents there for your consideration and patience this summer with the storm sewer construction along 7th Avenue.  The storm sewer serving this part of town was over a hundred years old and severely lacking in capacity which has resulted in real water problems during the torrential rains such as those we had this past August. 

Construction encountered water mains and sanitary sewers that required more tunneling than expected.  I met on site with the contractor who has added another work crew and is working extended hours.  Their goal is to be off the street by October 15 since the Denver Marathon is scheduled for the following weekend.  They will probably need to return to the eastern section from Vine to Gaylord for some continued work after that.
Residents will also see some curb and gutter repair and alley openings repair along Seventh.  Some of the worst curb and gutter block segments along 7th Avenue will be prioritized and replaced first.  The full stretch of 7th Avenue curb work will be done in segments over future years.  Public Works tries to coordinate curb and gutter work with repaving efforts so, in between other city paving projects they will be working on 7th Avenue curbs and gutters.  
Unfortunately, Public Works timing wasn’t the best on its projects and because of the closely approaching fall and winter season, had to move ahead with their mill and overlay plans for East 8th Avenue from Downing to York around the same time as the 7th Avenue Construction.  Mill and Overlay is a major rehabilitation technique used on streets that are showing significant surface distress and some minor full depth deterioration.  In the process, the top 2 inches are milled off (recycled in asphalt production later) and replaced with a new layer of hot mixed asphalt.  The pavement will last greater than 12 years under normal circumstances.
As a new resident on 7th Avenue, I personally understand the frustration with construction and detours, but I think we’ll find the end product is worth it.

Main Street Zoning Changes

Three years ago Council created the Main Street zone district and applied it to East Colfax Avenue.  One of the intentions of Main Street zoning was to create a friendlier and more welcoming environment for pedestrians.  Council has recently considered two language amendments to improve on those zoning efforts.
Language Amendment 1180

Clarifies the intent of the “zone of transparency” requirements for non-residential buildings in Main Street zone districts and requires that any interior or exterior signage, tinting, furnishings, fixtures or equipment within 3 feet of windows not reduce minimum transparency standards by more than 25 %.  This language amendment will improve window transparency so that street pedestrians can view into businesses along the Colfax corridor and the public realm is more activated.    

Language Amendment 1174

This language amendment removes the requirement that by Sept. 1, 2008, owners of surface parking lots not accessory to adjacent building uses be landscaped per an approved landscape plan.  It replaces that requirement with a simpler requirement to plant and maintain street trees in accordance with rules and regulations of the City Forester by June 30, 2009, or within nine months of being rezoned to Main Street, whichever is later.  I believe that this change in landscaping requirements puts the Main Street commercial parking lots on a par with similarly situated parking lots in other zone districts while maintaining the same level of landscaping required of parking lots accessory to businesses fronting Main Street corridors.  This language amendment was on first reading this last Monday, October 6.  There will be a public hearing on Monday, November 3 at City Council on this issue.

Upcoming Events in Cheesman Park

While there are around seven weddings permitted for small areas in Cheesman Park (mostly the Pavilion) in the month of October, I wanted you to be aware of 2 larger events coming up in Cheesman Park.

· Friday, October 17 – Candlelight Vigil on Domestic Violence –3pm to 9 pm at the Pavilion

· Sunday, October 19 – Denver Marathon – 6 am to 11 pm permitted for all of Cheesman Park.  Please see below for further information about the Denver Marathon.  
Cheesman Park Master Plan Completed

Many of you were involved in the Cheesman Park Master Planning process begun in 2006, and many of you have sent me comments since then.  I am delighted to announce that the Cheesman Park Master Plan is done and can be downloaded by clicking here.  Thank you so very much to Denver Parks and Recreation for their tremendous commitment to this project and the many Cheesman Park lovers that provided valuable input during the process.
Cheesman Park lies in the center of the Capitol Hill neighborhood.  Its national significance as a public space has been recognized by the park’s listing on the National Register of Historic Places as part of Denver’s historic park and parkway system.  Denver Parks and Recreation received a grant from the State Historical Fund to do a historic assessment of Cheesman Park and a subsequent master plan. 

The comprehensive planning process to assess the historic character and development of Cheesman Park provided a vision for future park restoration efforts, park management decisions and park use.  A master plan has never before been completed for this park.

Cheesman Park was designed in 1898 by Denver’s landscape architect Reinhard Schuetze and constructed between 1900 and 1910.  However, the park site has served a civic function from Denver’s earliest days as the City’s first cemetery.  Initially called Congress Park following its dedication as parkland by an 1892 act of the United States Congress, this public ground was renamed Cheesman Park by Denver City Council in 1907 to commemorate the $100,000 donation from the Walter Cheesman family for construction of the Cheesman Memorial. 

The Planning Process

Throughout the spring and early summer of 2006, critical information about Cheesman Park was gathered and evaluated using the following methods:
· Historic Landscape Assessment.  Existing historical accounts of the park as well as original plans and park records were examined in order to document the historical development and changes that have occurred in Cheesman Park and the Cheesman Esplanade since its construction over a hundred years ago.
· User Intercept Survey.  A web-based, statistically significant park user intercept survey was conducted to assess park visitation and user preferences.
· Transportation Activity Plan.  A comprehensive overview of transportation issues in Cheesman Park was completed.  Data on vehicular traffic counts, traffic speeds, parking availability and utilization, RTD, bicycles and pedestrians was collected and evaluated.
· Assessment of Existing Park Conditions.  The consultant team made additional visits to Cheesman Park for recording and evaluating existing park conditions.
· Public Process.  Four public meetings and two meetings for park stakeholders were conducted to provide an opportunity for citizen input and information at key stages of the planning process. These sessions included an historical overview of park development and presentation of alternative strategies for park restoration and management.
Parks and Rec Needs Volunteers to Put the Beds to Bed

Volunteers are needed at Alamo Placita on Saturday, October 11th from 8:30 am- 12:30 pm to remove annual flowers, drag tarps, load flowers in trucks, over-turn dirt, and dig dirt at our annual PTBTB event.  Groups, families, and individuals from the neighborhood and surrounding area are encouraged to participate.  Volunteers ages 9-17 must be supervised by an adult.  All tools will be provided for the project.  It is suggested you bring your own gloves and water bottle.  Dress for any weather.  Do not bring pets.  Please call Denver Parks and Recreation volunteer hotline at 720-9130-0330 or email: dprvolunteers@denvergov.org to register.   Please specify you are interested in working at Alamo Placita and the number of volunteers.

Fall is Coming and so is the 2008 Denver LeafDrop

Fall is upon us and so is the annual ritual of raking leaves.  Did you know that organic materials such as food, food-soiled paper and yard debris account for 58% of what is thrown away in Denver?  Denver Recycles’ LeafDrop program once again will be providing options for Denver residents to compost their leaves and avert them from the dump.   
If you can, try and reuse and recycle your leaves by digging them into the garden, composting them or using a lawn mower to mulch small amounts into the lawn.  This adds nutrients and helps the soil retain moisture.  Home composting and mulching information can be found by clicking here.  Remember to never sweep your leaves into the street. This clogs up storm sewers and street sweeper vehicles.  If you can’t reuse your leaves at home, take them to a LEAFDROP site this fall and Denver Recycles, a program of Solid Waste Management, will ensure they are composted.  Please note that leaves must be tied or secured in bags.  You can also treat your Halloween jack-o-lantern to a second chance and compost it with LEAFDROP.  Then, reclaim your leaves next spring in the form of rich compost at the Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and LEAFDROP Compost Sale.  For more information call 720-865-6810 or visit http://www.denvergov.org/recoth/LeafDrop/tabid/425975/Default.aspx   
Drop-off locations:

· 10 am – 4 pm Sundays, November 2, 9, and 16

· Northwest – Sloan’s Lake Park, 17th Ave. at Sheridan Blvd.

· Southwest – John F. Kennedy High School, Newland St. and Brown Place

· East Central – Cranmer Park, 3rd Avenue and Clermont Street

· Southeast – South High School, Louisiana Ave. and Franklin St.

· Northeast – Smiley Middle School, 26th Ave. and Holly St.

· 7 am – 2:30 pm, Monday – Friday (closed Holidays), October 6 – December 5

· Havana Nursery, 10450 Smith Road, just south of I-70 and Havana St.

· Denver Solid Waste Transfer Station, 7301 E. Jewell Ave., Quebec St. & S. Cherry Creek Drive

Boards and Commissions – Please Apply!
Denver Commission on Aging

The Denver Commission on Aging is comprised of volunteers who advise the Executive Director of the Denver Agency for Human Rights & Community Relations and the Mayor’s Office on the special problems of the aging community in the City & County of Denver.  The mission is to make Denver the best community for older adults through education, partnership, advocacy & advising.  If you are interested in being considered, please contact my office for an application or Suzan Moore, Director of Boards & Commissions at 720-865-9034.  The deadline is October 31, 2008.  

Citizen Oversight Board

The Citizen Oversight Board assesses the effectiveness of the Independent Monitor’s office and makes policy level recommendations regarding discipline, use of force and other policies, address rules, hiring, training, community relations and the complaint process.  The Board also addresses any other issues of concern to the community, members of the Board, the Monitor, the Manager of Safety, the Chief of Police, the Under Sheriff, or the Fire Chief.  The Board is for new applicants with sufficient background and experience to develop objective views and opinions relating to issues significant to Denver law enforcement and the community.  To apply you must be a resident of the City and County of Denver and may not be an employee of the city.  No member of the Board nor any of their immediate family members shall have ever been employed by the Denver Police, Sheriff or Fire Department.  This is a four-year term beginning on 1/1/2009.  The Board meets the first and third Friday morning of every month and conducts quarterly public meetings that are televised on Denver Channel 8.  Each Board member receives a stipend of $100 a month.  For further information, please contact the Monitor's Community Relations Ombudsman, AJ Clemmons, at 720-913-3307.

Pick up Litter after Your Critter - Free Supply of Doggy Bags 
In an effort to promote clean water practices, Denver Public Works in cooperation with Denver Environmental Health and Denver Parks and Recreation are offering a free supply of dog poop bags and an on-the-go mini bag dispenser complete with a handy carabineer clip, to Denver residents.  

The bags and dispenser are part of Denver’s “Keep It Clean from Drain To Stream” campaign, and are available for a limited time only. Denver residents can register to receive poop bags and dispensers online at www.KeepItCleanDenver.org or by calling 311.

Denver’s Keep it Clean program is designed to educate residents about the importance of reducing storm water pollution in urban waterways.  Pet waste left on the ground contains harmful bacteria and excess nutrients that wash into storm drains and then into waterways, potentially increasing health risks to humans.  The call to “Pick up Litter after Your Critter” aims to encourage Denver residents to pick up after their pets so our rivers stay clean.

The Keep it Clean campaign provides ways for Denver residents to actively participate in protecting natural water resources by promoting healthier practices every day from homes, schools, businesses and recreation areas. Three simple ways that we can all keep Denver’s waterways clean are:

· Pick up Litter and After Your Critter - Dispose of litter and pet waste properly
· Be Aware of Spills That Often Kill - Use commercial car washes and designated drop-off or recycling locations for disposal of auto fluids
· Be Wise When You Fertilize - Use fertilizers and pesticides with care
Citywide Crime Statistics and Garage Safety Reminder

Overall citywide crime decreased 11.5% from January through August 2007 to January through August 2008.  Only nine out of 68 statistical neighborhoods increased from 2007 to 2008:

· Berkeley 8.1% 
· Cheesman Park 4.1% 
· Civic Center Park 13.9% 
· Country Club 60.3% 
· Southmoor Park 40.3% 
· University 9.4% 
· Villa Park 1.8% 
· West Colfax 11.3% 
· West Highland 2.6% 
Country Club, defined as Sixth Avenue to First Avenue from Downing to York, had the largest percent increase.  In the Country Club neighborhood Larceny-Except Theft from Motor Vehicle increased from 3 crimes in 2007 to 25 crimes in 2008.  I was concerned about this increase, so I spoke with District 3 police.  The increase in crimes was almost completely due to theft from garages (bicycles and golf clubs) and a repetitive criminal mischief incident on Denver Country Club property.  

As a reminder, here are some things you can do to reduce the possibility of being the victim of a garage burglary: 

· Keep garage doors and any side entrance doors to the garage closed and locked

· For an attached garage, keep the entry door from the garage to the house locked

· Cover any windows that allow a view inside the garage

· Be a good neighbor.  If you see a neighbor’s garage door open and unattended, let them know

· Bicycles are a favorite item in thefts from garages.  Keep bicycles locked to a fixed object while in the garage.  Record the serial number, make and color of the bike(s).  

· Do not leave items like golf clubs and ski equipment in plain view from the street

Please click here for more detailed information by individual crime category, police district, council district and statistical neighborhood 
Congratulations Bromwell Elementary – A Blue Ribbon School
I want to congratulate Bromwell Elementary as the first Denver Public School to be named a Blue Ribbon School!  Bromwell’s principal, Jonathan Wolfer, will be attending an awards ceremony in Washington D.C. on October 20 and 21 to accept this award from US Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings.   

Bromwell was selected along with 319 other Blue Ribbon Schools that distinguishes and honors schools for helping students achieve at very high levels and for making significant progress in closing the achievement gap.  The program honors public and private elementary, middle and high schools that are either academically superior or that demonstrate dramatic gains in student achievement to high levels. The schools are selected based on one of two criteria: 1) schools with at least 40 percent of their students from disadvantaged backgrounds that dramatically improve student performance to high levels on state tests; and 2) schools whose students, regardless of background, achieve in the top 10 percent of their state on state tests or in the case of private schools in the top 10 percent of the nation on nationally-normed tests. 
Morey Neighborhood Center: Swimming and Fitness Classes

Morey Neighborhood Center’s summer swimming lessons were so successful they have continued them into the fall.   
· Fall Session 2: Sundays, October 26 – December 14 (no class November 30).  Registration Monday, October 13 – Wednesday, October 22.    

The session is 7 weeks long.  All classes are $80 and advanced is $105.  Classes take place at National Jewish Medical Center (Colfax and Colorado).  Here is the schedule:

9:00 am, 11:00 am and 12:00 – Preschool (ages 3-5) 
9:30 am, 11:30 am and 12:30 pm – Beginner (ages 5 and up)
10:00 am – Intermediate (ages 6 and up)
10:30 am - Parent-Child (ages 6 months to 4 years) Parent must accompany child into the pool.  
11:00 am – Advanced (1 hour) (ages 7 and up)
Registration may be done by email at moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, phone (720-424-0791), or in person Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:00 pm – 7:30 pm (14th and Emerson).  Please remember that all students MUST be registered and paid before attending class.  No one is permitted to enter the pool area without registering in advance.
Morey Neighborhood Center

Morey Neighborhood Center ‘s fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 – 7:30 pm and includes an indoor pool, two gyms, weight room and indoor running track.  No membership required.  Adults $3, Seniors $2, Youth $1.  Sign up for classes in Pilates, yoga, Spanish, computers, or knitting – Monday or Wednesday evenings.  Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School), (720) 424-0791, moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, website http://mnc.dpsk12.org
What are the Rules for Election, Real Estate, and Temporary Commercial Signs?  
With the election season upon us, I wanted to update you with a summary of Denver limitations concerning Election, Real Estate & Temporary Commercial Signs:
Election Signs (Section 59-537(9), Denver Revised Municipal Code)
· Election signs are limited to posting on private property and only with the owner’s consent.
· Election signs cannot be placed on the public right of way. To be certain that you are not placing signs on the right of way, don’t place them on the tree lawn between the curb and the sidewalk and keep them at least 3 feet back from the sidewalk.
· Election signs are limited to wall, window and ground signs not more than six feet above grade.  Placement on a fence is considered to be ground mounted. 
· No sign shall exceed an area of 8 square feet.  Signs must be maintained in a clean, orderly and sightly condition.
· Signs must not be illuminated or animated and must not flash, blink or fluctuate.
Did you know that it is illegal to post signs on public property? (Section 3-1 Denver Revised Municipal Code).  

· Public property includes roadway median strips, bridges, utility poles and boxes, street signs and sign posts.  
· Public property also includes some areas that are not as obvious, such as the tree lawn area between detached sidewalks and the curb, and parkways on major streets.  Additionally, most properties have an easement in the front of their property extending between 10-20 feet back from the curb. This easement is considered public property.  It is against the law to post signs in this area as well.  
· The law allows the City to remove signs that are in violation and to bill the person responsible for putting up the sign for the cost of its removal.
To see an entire listing of the rules involving election, real estate and temporary commercial signs, or print off a PDF document that can be printed for distribution at neighborhood meetings please visit my website by clicking here.  

If you have any questions about what signs are allowed on a property, or to report an illegal sign, please call Neighborhood Inspections at 720-865-3200.

You may view the entire Sign Code (Section 59-536 DRMC) on the Internet by clicking here and going to “Section 59-536”.  You may also purchase a copy of the Sign Code from the Cashier in the Webb Municipal Building at 201 W Colfax Avenue, Denver, CO 80202.
Fall Xcel Energy Update
Shoes on overhead lines 
This annoyance continues all over the City.  There is also some evidence that shoes on overhead lines can be an indicator for a location to purchase drugs.  Please direct these sightings to 3-1-1.  The major utilities are trying to get some consistency on how these are handled and a more central reporting effort helps to track the number of sightings as well.  3-1-1 is now updated with all of the contact information for Qwest, Comcast and Xcel Energy.  Most of the time, the shoes are on Qwest or Comcast lines.  They are the two lowest lines with 12 inches between them. The perpetrators have to go up another 40 inches to decorate Xcel lines.  So, when a call goes to 3-1-1, Qwest and Comcast check the lower lines first.  If it is not on one of their lines, they then notify Xcel.  If you are calling in shoes on overhead lines, please provide the most detailed information possible so that the problem can be remedied more quickly.   
 
Downed Power Lines

3-1-1 folks have been instructed to contact Xcel Energy first, due to safety concerns.  If the lines are not Xcels, they then contact the other utilities.  If there are emergency or safety concerns, contact 9-1-1. 
 
FREE Conservation Workshops 
Xcel is offering free community workshops to help residential customers be more energy efficient at home and lower their energy bill.  They are one-hour and conducted by a group of professional home energy analysts.  Topics that are covered include insulation, heating, water heaters, windows, lighting and appliances.  They can accommodate any schedule and any group, minimum 10.  To schedule a workshop for a community group or neighborhood association call 303-294-2476.
  
Fall 2008 energy prices 
Hopefully, you've noticed a little bit of good news on the energy front.  Natural gas prices will not increase as much as the industry and markets had forecasted, particularly for our region.  Natural gas bills are likely to be 5 to 10% higher than last year, rather than 30% and electricity prices are expected to fall 14% over last year.  Both reductions are based on a larger supply and less demand in this region for natural gas. Because utilities use natural gas to run power plants more than ever before (with less dependence on coal), the price of natural gas more significantly impacts electricity prices. The price of natural gas fluctuates on Xcel Energy bills monthly and electricity adjustments are filed quarterly. 
Disability Awareness Week Events and Mentoring Day
Disability Awareness Week Events
The Denver Commission for People with Disabilities, in conjunction with the Denver Office of Disability Rights, has planned a series of free events for Disability Awareness Week.  Events will take place Wednesday and Thursday, October 8th and 9th, in the Atrium of the Wellington Webb Building, 201 W. Colfax Avenue, from 10:00 a. until 2:00 pm.  Wednesday will feature local services and equipment providers along with demonstrations by service dogs and feature a performance by Phamaly (Physically Handicapped Actors and Musical Artists League).  Thursday will feature recreational opportunities along with sports team and equipment for the disabled.  The week culminates with the Disability Awards Breakfast on Friday October 10th from 8:30 to 11:00 AM at the Colorado Convention Center. This event provides an opportunity to honor the significant contributions of individuals in the community who have achieved amazing goals and those who work as advocates in the area of equal rights for people of all abilities. The focus of all the events is to increase awareness about the diversity of people with disabilities.  To learn more, call 720-913-8472 or email Laureen.ferris@ci.denver.co.us 
Colorado Disability Mentoring Day Connects Youth to Careers

Front Range businesses will celebrate the contributions of employees with disabilities during the tenth annual Disability Mentoring Day (DMD), October 15, 2008. DMD serves as a valuable experience for students and job seekers with disabilities to learn about career opportunities in a variety of fields.  DMD helps promote the importance of encouraging students and job seekers with disabilities to develop the necessary skills and experience to compete in today’s workforce. For many people with disabilities, their participation in DMD has translated into ongoing relationships, internships and employment.  A DMD Celebration Reception, featuring a presentation by a youth panel of job seekers, will be held October 15, 2008, from 7:30 to 9:30 am at the Tivoli Center, 900 Auraria Pkwy., Zenith Room 640.  DMD will showcase more than 125 mentees from 30 businesses in communities across the Front Range. Many of this year’s DMD participants are youth with disabilities transitioning from school into the adult world of work. With help from the School to Work Alliance Program (SWAP), a collaborative effort of the State and local school districts, these youth are afforded the opportunity to explore and prepare for future careers through DMD.For more information about DMD events and how to get involved, contact Tom Muniz at 720-865-5610.  
One Book One Denver Unveils 2008 Selection
Mayor John Hickenlooper and the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs announced that The Thin Man by the great American author Dashiell Hammett is the 2008 One Book, One Denver selection.  The choice was unveiled at a news conference at the Denver Public Library.  

This is the fifth year of One Book, One Denver, Mayor Hickenlooper’s citywide book club, building community through the shared experience of reading the same book.  Denver citizens, young and old, are encouraged to participate in the program by checking out or purchasing the book and attending related events through October 31.  

The Thin Man was selected by Mayor Hickenlooper from recommendations generated by the public, One Book, One Denver project partners and literary and education professionals.  Criteria for the book selection include that the book be a work of fiction, available in paperback and engaging for both high school and adult readers.  Set in 1930s New York City, former private detective Nick Charles and his wife Nora spend their days living the life of a rich, glamorous couple.  When Nick receives a call from a lawyer-friend asking for help in solving a murder, the couple embarks on an investigation that reintroduces them to the family of Richard Wynant and a host of characters hiding secrets and shading the truth.  Copies of The Thin Man are available at all Denver Public Library branches and most other libraries in outlying counties, as well as local booksellers.  To learn more about free public events during September and October involving the book, visit www.denvergov.org/onebook.  

Denver Marathon Sunday, October 19 – Street Closures
On your mark, get set, go!  On the morning of Sunday, October 19 he Denver Marathon will start and finish downtown in front of the State Capitol.  It will travel past many of Denver's major landmarks such as the Denver Public Library and the Denver Art Museum, loop its way through LoDo highlighting Larimer Square, Pepsi Center, Union Station, and Coors Field, then wind through City Park, Cheesman Park, and Washington Park and their neighborhoods creating a community- wide celebration throughout the city. The final stretch of the Marathon will run through Denver's art district on Santa Fe Drive past the Museo de las Americas to the finish line and a post-race festival in Civic Center Park.  Several streets in the Denver area will be closed for runners so please anticipate traffic delays and detours.  Please click here for a list of all road closures and a map of all road closures.  
Upcoming Events
 
· John Lennon’s Birthday Art and Music Event in Civic Center Park on Thursday, October 9 from 10 am – 6 pm.  Hundreds of artists will gather to paint in Civic Center Park, live bands including Beatles tribute bands will play all day, and vendors and guest speakers will round out the celebration.  May Pang, who lived with John Lennon for the year and a half he split with Yoko, will be at the event all day, and will speak onstage about life with John and answer questions from the audience.  Event proceeds from vendors, sponsors and donations will benefit local peace groups in honor of John Lennon.  Event Partners include theDenver Art Museum, Jerry's Artarama, theColorado Association of Realtors and several regional art districts and art groups.  For more information visit www.paint-in.org or call (303) 347-8252.
· The Federal Communications Commission, in cooperation with the City & County of Denver is planning several “Town Hall” meetings to demonstrate and explain the DTV transition taking place on February 17.  The meetings are currently scheduled for Thursday October 16th.  Please visit www.denvergov.org/telecom or call 720-913-8888 for specific times and locations, once the FCC has provided that information to the City.
· Cherry Creek North Capital Improvements Open House on Friday, October 17 from 8:30 – 10:30 am.  Come to 299 Milwaukee, lower level conference room to get an update about what the Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District and the Capital Improvements project have been up to.  
· CCNNA Fall Fest on Friday, October 17 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at United Western Bank.  In addition to welcoming CCNNA members, the event will include a wine tasting.  The $15 per person cost will generate a substantial contribution to the Denver Public Schools.  For more information or to register early, email David Pessel at david@pessel.com or call him at 303-880-7070.  

· Join a free community forum and workshop on “Denver’s Growing Pains” on Saturday October 18th from 9 am – noon in the East High cafeteria, 1545 Detroit Street at Colfax presented by Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation, City and County of Denver, Community Planning & Development and Urban Land Institute — Colorado District Council (ULI Colorado).  Come hear the perspectives of neighbors, the private sector, and public officials grappling to find a better process to discuss growth in Denver neighborhoods. The opening perspectives are followed by roundtable discussions and specific reporting of your views. Your input could change the way your city grows and create new ways for citizen voices to be heard on growth issues.  Invited speakers/panelists include:  Mayor John Hickenlooper; Karen Cuthbertson and Paul Benington, INC; Chuck Perry, Perry-Rose Co.; Charlie Woolley, St. Charles Town Co.; Anne Rosen, ZING Development; Peter Park and Tyler Gibbs, Community Planning and Development, City and County of Denver.  Space is limited, so please register by October 10th by emailing AthmarAtLarge@ecentral.com or tina.oster@uli.org.
· Victorian Horrors at Molly Brown House October 17, 18, 24, and 25.  Join in for an evening of theater that has been described as entertaining and downright creepy.  This is the perfect way to get into the Halloween spirit for adults and children alike.  Performances are open to the public and will take place the last two weekends of October on 17, 18, 24, and 25.  The hour-long evening performances begin every 15 minutes with the first at 6 pm and the last at 9 pm each evening.  The Museum also offers daytime performances in October for local school groups.  Click here to learn more or purchase tickets on-line. 

· Historic Denver 38th Annual Awards Dinner on Wednesday October 29 at the Historic Brown Palace Hotel.  Join in as Historic Denver recognizes the exceptional people and outstanding preservation projects of 2008. Nearly 400 local government officials, community members and business leaders attend this elegant evening.  People involved in their historic neighborhoods attend to exchange ideas on sustainability, preservation and education. Urban living, affordable housing, and landscaping continue to be topics discussed at each table.  To learn more or register, click here.  
· The 15th Annual Denver Police District 6 Halloween Party for Kids of Capital Hill will be held Friday, October 31st from 4-7pm at the 1566 Washington Police Station.  Last year, approximately 2,000 children and their families attended the event.  The District 6 Halloween party was first held the year the new police district 6 was created in the then yet-to-be-occupied police station at Colfax and Washington.  The police officer’s of District 6 wanted to host he party to provide a safe trick-or-treat environment for youngsters, which had the added benefit of providing a positive interaction between the police and the children and their families.  CHUN is accepting donations of individually-wrapped candy for this annual event.  Drop off candy donations anytime between now and Halloween day at the CHUN office, 1290 Williams Street.  
· The second annual “Boo & Brew” will scare its way onto East Colfax on Friday and Saturday, October 31 and November 1.  The East Colfax neighborhood businesses between Milwaukee and Monroe in the “Bluebird District” will be decorated in the spirit of Halloween and handing out candy for the kids and special events for adults.  The celebration for adults will be held Halloween night from 7 pm – 2 am and 1-4 pm on Saturday afternoon for the kids.  The theme this year is “heroes and villains.”  For more information, click here.    
· November 2, 2008 is Daylight Savings Time.  Remember to set clocks back (fall back) one hour that night at 2 am.  As debuted last year, Daylight Saving Time will last four weeks longer this year and will end on the first Sunday in November rather than the last Sunday in October as it has in the past.  Congress extended DST to save energy.  Three weeks were added to the beginning of DST and one week to the end.  
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· Public Hearing on the Mayor’s 2009 Proposed Budget - Monday, October 27, 2008.  
· Public Hearing for Local Maintenance Districts – Monday, October 27, 2008.  Delgany Street Pedestrian Mall, East 13th Avenue Pedestrian Mall, South Downing Street Pedestrian Mall, Tennyson Street Pedestrian Mall, West 38th Avenue I Pedestrian Mall, 44th Avenue and Eliot Street Pedestrian Mall, Expanded Greek Town Pedestrian Mall, Golden Triangle Pedestrian Mall, West 38th Avenue II Pedestrian Mall

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Wed

Oct 8
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Japonica Avenue Boutique

North side of Colfax between Race and Vine

	Thurs
Oct 9
	John Lennon’s Birthday Art and Music Event 
	10 am – 6 pm
	Civic Center 

	Fri
Oct 10
	Cherry Creek North US Post Office Open House
	10 am – 1 pm
	Cherry Creek North Post Office
201 Columbine

	Fri 

Oct 10
	Come meet adoptable dogs from the Denver Animal Shelter 
	2 pm – 4 pm
	Webb Municipal Building, Atrium

201 W. Colfax

	Mon

Oct 13
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Mon

Oct 13
	Brad Cloepfil presentation on museum projects at Clyfford Still
	5:30 pm – 7 pm
	Denver Art Museum, Sharpe Auditorium 

13th Avenue between Broadway and Bannock

	Wed

Oct 15
	Living Streets Initiative breakfast speaker Walter Kulash on “Engineering Sustainable Solutions”  
	7:30 am – 10 am  
	Oxford Hotel, Sage Room
1600 17th Street

	Thurs

Oct 16
	FCC and Denver Town Hall Meeting re: DTV Transition on Feb. 17
	TBD
	TBD

Please visit www.denvergov.org/telecom or call 720-913-8888 for specific times and locations

	Thurs
Oct 16
	Golden Triangle Association Fall Fiesta
	5 pm – 7 pm
	Urban Roots
1000 Acoma St.

	Thurs

Oct 16
	Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association Meeting
	6:30 – 8 pm
	Young Americans Center

3550 E. 1st Ave., use garage level entrance

	Fri

Oct 17
	Cherry Creek North Capital Improvements Open House 
	8:30 am – 10:30 am
	Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District

299 Milwaukee, lower level conference room

	Fri

Oct 17
	Come and meet adoptable dogs from the Denver Animal Shelter
	11 am – 1 pm
	Webb Municipal Building, Atrium

201 W. Colfax Ave.

	Fri

Oct 17
	Cherry Creek North Fall Fest
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	United Western Bank

278 University Blvd. 

	Fri

Oct 17 & Sat Oct 18
	Victorian Horrors Performances
	6 pm – 9 pm every 15 min.
	Molly Brown House Museum

1340 Pennsylvania

	Sat

Oct 18
	Denver Botanic Gardens

Free Day for Colorado Residents
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York Street

	Sat

Oct 18
	Denver Zoo

Free Day for Colorado Residents
	Denver Zoo

2300 Steele St.

	Sat

Oct 18
	Community Forum and Workshop on “Denver’s Growing Pains” 
	9 am – noon
	East High School, Cafeteria

1545 Detroit Street at Colfax

	Sat 

Oct 18
	11th Annual Booklovers’ Ball
	6:30 pm - midnight
	Denver Public Library

13th and Broadway

	Sun

Oct 19
	Dora Moore House Tour
	11 am – 5 pm
	Quality Hill Historic District

Call 303-831-7044 to learn more

	Mon

Oct 20
	Early Voting Begins – please click here to learn more

	Mon

Oct 20
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues
Oct 21
	Mayor’s Design Awards
	6 pm – 8 pm
	Colfax Events Center 
1477 Columbine Street

	Wed

Oct 22
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

Free Day for Colorado Residents
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

2001 Colorado Blvd.

	Fri Oct 24 & Sat Oct 25
	Victorian Horrors Performances
	6 pm – 9 pm every 15 min.
	Molly Brown House Museum

1340 Pennsylvania

	Mon

Oct 27
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Oct 29
	Historic Denver 38th Annual Dinner
	5:30 – 8:30 pm 
	Brown Palace Hotel
321 17th Street

	Thurs

Oct 30
	Cheesman Park Advisory Group
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Fri

Oct 31
	The 15th Annual Denver Police District 6 Halloween Party for Kids of Capital Hill 
	4 pm – 7 pm
	1566 Washington Police Station

	Fri

Oct 31 and Sat Nov 1
	Second annual “Boo & Brew” 
Friday: Adults
Saturday: Kids
	Fri: 7 pm – 2 am

Sat: 1 pm – 4 pm
	East Colfax

Bluebird District

	Sat

Nov 1
	Denver Art Museum

Free Day for Colorado Residents
	Denver Art Museum

13th Avenue between Broadway and Bannock

	Sun

Nov 2
	Denver Zoo

Free Day for Colorado Residents
	Denver Zoo

2300 Steele St.

	Sun 

Nov 2
	Daylight Savings Time:  Remember to set clocks back (fall back) one hour at 2 am

	Mon

Nov 3
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2008Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/428942/Default.aspx 
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
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