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Colorado History Museum Public Meetings

The Colorado Historical Society, the Mayor, Parks Manager Kim Bailey, and the Civic Center Conservancy continue to study the concept of moving the Colorado History Museum to the site across from the Carnegie Library/McNichols Building in Civic Center.  The State of Colorado and the Colorado Historical Society continue to evaluate this and two other potential sites for a new Colorado History Museum. 

In effort to establish on-going stakeholder feedback on potential sites for the new location of the Colorado History Museum, you are invited to attend the remaining meeting to participate in the site evaluation process on Wednesday, October 24 from 10:00-11:30 at the Colorado History Museum Auditorium, 1300 Broadway.

If you are unable to attend, but wish to share your comments or have any other questions or concerns please contact:  Rebecca Laurie, Colorado Historical Society Rebecca.laurie@chs.state.co.us, Helen Kuykendall, Denver Parks and Recreation Helen.kuykendall@ci.denver.co.us, or my office.

Changes in Parking Ticket Fines and the New SmartBoot

This fall, Denver Public Works Right-of-Way Enforcement (ROWE) is making some changes effective October 1, 2007 to the structure and price of parking ticket fines.  Here is a summary of the changes:

Standard Parking Violations (the last increase was in 2001): 

· All standard parking violations or “Type 1” violations will increase from $20 to $25 
· This includes overtime meter parking, parking in a no parking zone, and blocking a driveway 
Handicap Parking Violations:

· The fine for parking in a handicap spot will increase from $100 to $150, each occurrence 
Tow Away Zone Violations (effective Spring 2008):

· Street Sweeping Tow Away Zone violations will increase from $20 to $25 for the first violation   
· A second violation, and all subsequent violations, of either Tow Away Zone or Street Sweeping in the same year will be $50 
·  Parking in a regular Tow Away Zone will decrease from $60 to $25 to achieve uniformity in fines 
For an e-mail reminder on your street sweeping days, visit www.mymotormaid.com.   You can input your street sweeping days and your e-mail address for a complimentary reminder to move your car so you can avoid a ticket!

On October 2nd, Denver Public Works rolled out a new “SmartBoot” with the hope of easing some of the pain associated with getting the parking boot placed on your vehicle.  Denver Vehicle Boot Investigators (VBI) attach a boot onto a vehicle when it is determined the owner has three or more unpaid parking citations on the books longer than 90 days.  The SmartBoot differs from conventional boots in that the new boots can be removed more quickly and easily, saving time and, hopefully, minimizing frustrations.

How does the SmartBoot work?  Previously, traditional boots had to be released by Denver’s Vehicle Boot Investigators coming to your vehicle.  With the SmartBoot, the vehicle owner will be able to call a 24 hour number and pay their outstanding fines by phone using a credit card, debit card, or check.

· The call center will then provide the vehicle owner with a release code

· The vehicle owner inputs the code into the self-releasing boot to unlock it

· The vehicle owner must return the boot to a designated location within 24 hours of release or face a $25.00 daily late-return fee, to a maximum of $500.00

· The designated drop-off site upon launch of the SmartBoot is the City’s Wastewater Management Building located at 2000 West 3rd Avenue in Denver (80223). A map of this location is provided online at www.denvergov.org/publicworks.  More drop-off locations will be added in the coming weeks.

ROWE has an inventory of 65 SmartBoots and will build the number up to 100. ROWE may still use conventional parking boots during the transition and when dealing with larger tires and special immobilization efforts, i.e. stolen or abandoned vehicles. 

Citizens who don’t want to remove the SmartBoot themselves still have the option of having the City remove it for them, but boot releases only occur Monday through Friday during regular business hours.  

How do you avoid getting a boot?  There is a sure way to avoid the boot!
· Pay your parking fines as soon as possible, and always within 20 days.

· If you want to contest or dispute a ticket, contact the Magistrate within 20 days. 

· You can also contact the Parking Violations Bureau at 303-296-2595 to make sure you have no outstanding fines.

District 10 Small Business and Retail Forum October 22nd

Part of the attractiveness of Denver’s great neighborhoods is the local flavor and convenience of neighborhood retail and easily accessible small business.  With this in mind, the Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) and District 10 City Councilwoman Jeanne Robb will host a District 10 Small Business and Retail Forum, Monday, October 22, at 8:00 a.m., at the Botanic Gardens, Gates Hall, 1005 York Street, Denver, CO 80206.
The free event will feature new and existing programs and services available to local retailers and small businesses, as well as entrepreneurs wishing to start or relocate a business in Denver. The forum will highlight how the City assists with the startup and growth of small businesses and commercial districts. This forum will provide participants with valuable information about new retail shopping trends and how the City is focusing on neighborhood business districts and retail space. In addition to OED, we will have representatives from Denver’s Office of Cultural Affairs, Transportation Solutions (great streets make great retail), Denver Metro Convention and Visitors’ Bureau, and Colorado Housing and Finance Authority.

Continental breakfast will be provided.  For more information, or to register, contact Councilwoman Robb’s office at 303-377-1807 or email Caitlin.quander@denvergov.org. 

Public Works Update on Snow Plan and Costs

While many of us don’t like thinking about it, winter is getting closer and closer.  On Tuesday, September 18, 2007 Public Works presented the updated Snow Plan to City Council’s Public Works Committee.  Part of the plan entails modifications to the emergency route parking restrictions.  Please click on this link to view the powerpoint of their recommendations 2007 - 2008 Snow Plan Recommendations.  After committee discussion, these recommendations were accepted and Public Works has begun adopting the changes.  Here are some of the details:
When it snows…
· Public Works plows main streets first 
· These are key routes for emergency vehicles, public transportation and most street traffic 
· When snow is predicted, if the conditions are right, anti-icing materials will be applied to some main streets in advance to keep ice from sticking to the pavement 
· De-icing materials are applied during snowfall to break up ice that is forming 
· The City will remove snow from sidewalks around City-owned property, such as parks 
Residential Snow Removal

· During major snow events, Public Works will plow main streets and residential streets at the same time with 4x4 vehicles 

· A major snow event is 12+ inches of snow with freezing temperatures between November 15 and March 15 
· The 4x4’s will clear one lane down the middle of the street so that traffic can get through 
· Streets will not be plowed to bare pavement and de-icing materials will not be applied 
· Snow will be plowed to the side of the street and may cover parked cars and driveways 
Snow Routes

· All main streets are now “snow routes” 

· There will no longer be additional parking restrictions on snow routes; simply follow the posted parking rules.  This means that folks won’t be required to move legally parked cars during snow storms 
Help us help you: act quickly!

· Businesses and apartment complexes are required to clear sidewalks within 4 hours of the end of a snow storm 
· Homeowners are required to clear sidewalks within 24 hours of the end of a snow storm 
· Clear curb ramps if you have a corner lot and around fire hydrants 
· During a major snow event, the sidewalk rules may be suspended for up to 72 hours 
· Check on elderly and/or disabled neighbors – what may be an inconvenience to you can be life-threatening to them 
Work together

· Give snowplows plenty of room to do their work 
· Park off-street if possible 
· VOLUNTEER—contact your local council office or call 311 to get involved 
· Be sure trash and recycling containers are visible and not buried under the snow 
· Do not place containers behind snow banks 
· Do not place containers directly on or behind patches of ice 

· Shovel a path to containers 
Public Works has released their latest report on the costs of the 2007 blizzards.  Please note that these numbers do not include the fixed costs for labor or the $625,930.26 FEMA reimbursement.  

	
	Budget
	Actual
	Variance

	Snow Overtime
	$500,000
	$730,971
	$230,971

	Contractors
	$5,000,000
	6,300,000
	$1,300,000

	Snow Materials 
	$1,000,000
	$2,434,951
	$1,434,951 (increased because of the need for repeated application of anti-freeze materials

	Snow Equipment (includes fuel and repairs)
	$855,000
	$1,473,700
	$618,700 

	Total
	$7,355,000
	$10,939,622
	$3,584,622


Denver Marathon and Road Closures:  October 14th

On your mark, get set, go! On Sunday, October 14 he Denver Marathon begins in downtown and aims to bring a world-class running experience as well as economic and social vitality to the Denver metro area.  Participants can run in the marathon, half-marathon, or four-person relay.  For more information call 1-888-RUN-5280 or visit www.denvermarathon.com.  Several streets in the downtown Denver area will be closed for runners.  Please click here to see a PDF of street closures and marathon route.

Dogs on Restaurant and Coffee Shop Patios:  New Regulation?

This summer we received a number of phone calls from constituents concerned about the prohibition of animals from restaurant and coffee shop patios, specifically in the Cherry Creek area.  I want to remind constituents that these restaurants and coffee shops have not actually been cited by environmental health, they have only been warned.  My office has looked into this issue very seriously.  

Currently Environmental Health's Public Health Inspection division regulates the sale and service of food and beverage to assure compliance with Chapter 23 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code that states, "Live animals shall be excluded from within the retail food establishment.”  This does not include “guide and service” animals such as seeing-eye dogs.  The interpretation and application of this regulation is consistent with state and federal law, and applies to all outdoor patio areas provided specifically to patrons by the retail food establishment for the purpose of consuming food and beverage, regardless of any fence or barrier that may or may not delineate the area.  

On September 13, the Denver Board of Environmental Health reviewed proposed changes to the rules and regulations regarding pets on the patios of dining establishments, but did not vote on them.  The proposed changes would allow restaurants and coffee shops, under various conditions and health code requirements, to be registered in a new “outdoor dining with dogs registry.”  Thus, the choice to register and comply with the conditions would be left entirely to the establishment’s owner.  A copy of the proposed changes can be found at the Department of Environmental Health’s website, www.denvergov.org/health.  
Registration would require the business to:

· Have a separate, outdoor entrance to the outdoor eating area

· Not provide table service for food or drinks on the patio

· Have conspicuous signs stating that dogs are allowed on the patio

· Requiring use of disposable tableware

· Provision of and use of sanitizing equipment and cleaning supplies on the patio

· Ban on the establishment’s employees touching or petting the animals

· Requirement that dogs be tagged, leashed, and “under control at all times” by the customer

The Denver Board of Environmental Health will conduct a public hearing on the suggested amendments on October 11th at 5:30 pm in room 2.H.14 of the Webb Building, 201 West Colfax.  If the location for the hearing changes, notification will be posted at www.denvergov.org/health-environment.  Those intending to speak at the hearing (3 minute limit) are asked to contact phicomments@denvergov.org.  

Recycling Update:  Leaves, Pumpkins, and Locations

It is time once again to rake up and recycle those leaves in your yard, and this year you can recycle leftover Halloween pumpkins as well.  On three consecutive Sundays (Oct. 28, Nov. 4 & Nov. 11) residents may drop off an unlimited amount of leaves for recycling at one of three LeafDrop locations.  On November 4 and 11 only left-over Halloween pumpkins will also be accepted for recycling.  Please make sure that no branches, sticks, trash, or other waste are recycled with your leaves or pumpkins.  Anything other than leaves can damage the composting equipment.  Removing yard waste, such as leaves, from our waste stream is important in reducing our impact on global warming and the environment.  Consider recycling your leaves by digging them into your garden, composting them at home or using a lawn mower to mulch small amounts into your grass.  Remember to never sweep your leaves into the street. This clogs up storm sewers and street sweeper vehicles.

Central Denver’s Sunday Drop-Off Locations 10 am- 4 pm (Oct 28, Nov 4, and Nov 11):

· Cranmer Park (3rd Ave. & Clermont St.) 

· South High School (Louisiana Ave. & Franklin St.) 
Looking for the nearest drop-off recycling center for your other recycling materials?  Here are some options:

· Click here for Denver’s Recycling Directory 
· Behind Wild Oats on Ogden and 10th.  Make sure to follow their posted rules that help determine what can be recycled and what bin it should go in!  
Cherry Creek Bicycle Trail Construction Improvements

 
The Department of Public Works has contracted with Structures, Inc. to build a new bicycle ramp to the Cherry Creek Trail at 12th Avenue and northbound Speer Boulevard.  The work is scheduled to begin October 1 and continue until April, 2008. 

 

A detour for trail users will be provided between the existing ramps at 10th and 14th Avenues, using the sidewalks on Speer Boulevard.  The existing staircase at 11th Avenue will be closed as well. The trail detour will use crosswalks at signalized intersections at Speer, 11th, 13th, and 14th Avenues.

 

The new ramp, which was designated in Denver’s Bicycle Master Plan, will provide easy access to the Civic Center area, Golden Triangle and Capitol Hill neighborhood.  Please click here to view the detour map.  
Denver Arts Week:  October 5-12

Join in during this week-long celebration of Denver’s thriving arts scene, with special events, concerts, art shows, theatre, dance, street parties and prizes.  Try something new and explore more than a dozen museums, 40 performing arts groups, six neighborhood arts districts and 100 art galleries.  Discover why “The Mile High City is remaking itself as a world capital of art and architecture.” 

Here is a small sampling of Events in Denver and District 10:

· Early Opening of the Louvre | Denver Art Museum - October 5
Artisans & Kings: Selected Treasures from the Louvre officially opens October 6, but you can get a sneak peak on Friday, October 5 from 5 - 10 p.m. The exhibition features 125 paintings, sculptures and decorative arts masterpieces from the Louvre’s royal collections, including works that have never traveled to the Western United States.

· Super First Friday Art Walks | Hundreds of participating galleries - October 5
Denver's arts districts are gearing up for a Super First Friday Art Walk on Friday, October 5. The galleries in RiNo, ArtDistrict on Santa Fe, Golden Triangle Museum District, Tennyson and Cherry Creek North are planning special events that will kick off on Friday night. The ArtsDistrict on Santa Fe will have live music all weekend with street performers, a drum circle, fire dancers and wine/beer tents.

· $52.80 for Two Tickets | Colorado Ballet - October 5-7 Only
A Denver Arts Week Special: Two A-section seats to LE CORSAIRE on opening weekend (October 5-7) for only $52.80.

· $52.80 for Two Tickets | Colorado Symphony Orchestra - October 5-7 Only
Enjoy two top price tickets to Magnificent Mendelssohn II, showing October 5-7, for just $52.80.

· A Play in A Day | Colorado Theatre Guild - October 5-12
Teams of Colorado actors will meet at 5 a.m. in Civic Center Park and have the day to create their “Play in A Day.” This free event includes additional musical, dance and comedy entertainment provided by local talent.

· Savings on Tickets to La Traviata | Opera Colorado - October 5-12
Big savings on tickets to LA TRAVIATA, the most popular opera of all time, returning to Denver at the Ellie Caulkins Opera House November 9-18. Special $52.80 premium seat packages available for purchase during Arts Week, plus many other special offers to gear up for Opera Colorado’s 25th Anniversary season! Plus enter to win great prizes and free tickets for the whole season!

· Arts Week Spotlight Celebration | Denver Performing Arts Complex - October 6
Come early and stay late! Enjoy food and entertainment during the pre-theatre party from 5:30-7 p.m., and music at the post-theatre party from 9 p.m. ’til 11PM.

· Rhythms of Nature | Denver Botanic Gardens - October 7
Festive event features a mosaic of musical rhythms and “Chapungu” African sculptures, all amidst an amazing array of colors and lush gardens.

Denver Arts Week features dozens of special events and unique offers for all ages, including family-themed and FREE activities, throughout the city. Visit to www.DenverArtsWeek.com for more details.

 New Online Resource for Homeowners Undertaking Home Improvements

A new resource for homeowners called “Residential Construction Permits” has been placed on the City’s Web site at http://HYPERLINK "http://www.DenverGov.Org" www.DenverGov.Org/ResidentialPermits for residents seeking to undertake any home improvement projects.  The site includes helpful tips for doing it yourself or selecting and managing a contractor, designing projects, avoiding lead paint hazards, utilizing renewable energy and more.  

Here are some helpful tips for success:
· Be sure to have your contractor pull a permit as the permit holder is legally responsible for compliance with the Denver Building Code.  If you as a homeowner pass the exams in order to be able to seek permits for electrical, plumbing and other specialized work, the inspection that comes with a permit will protect your investment and the safety of your family by verifying proper installation.  Permits are also required by lenders as documentation that work was completed properly. 
· Common residential projects that do not require permits are replacing plumbing or electrical fixtures with similar items, patching or replacing one 4’ by 8’ sheet of drywall or less and refinishing a wood floor or installing a floor covering.  Consult the Web site for a complete list. 
· If you are planning any alteration to the exterior, even simple window replacement, be sure to check on your landmark preservation status.  Before you begin designing your project, also check to make sure your proposed project is in compliance with your neighborhood covenants and homeowner's association specifications.  Neighborhood covenants and homeowner's association specifications are not enforceable by the City in the permit process in which permits are based solely on code compliance.  If planning exterior additions, new garages or other accessory structures, it’s always a good idea to know your property’s legal description, zoning, landmark preservation status, relationship to parkway setbacks and underground utilities location before you begin to design your project. This will help you to avoid delays in the permit and plan review process. 
Parks and Recreation News

Denver Parks and Recreation is seeking volunteers to evaluate the parks on a monthly basis.  All volunteers have to do is send Parks and Rec a monthly “report card,” alerting them to problems in your park, and attend the one hour training session.  To sign up, please call Joan Wilson of Parks and Recreation at 720-913-0670. The next training session is Thursday October 18 from 5:30-6:30 at Montbello Recreation Center, 15555 East 53rd Ave.  

Denver Parks and Recreation has partnered with 16 metro area nurseries to offer ten percent off coupons for deciduous trees as part of the Cooling Campaign, a component of the Tree by Tree: The Mile High Million initiative. The coupons may be used anytime before October 31, 2007.  Ten percent off coupons and a list of participating garden centers can be downloaded from www.greenprintdenver.org.  This website also provides helpful information on tree planning, how to select a tree for your yard and instructions on how to contact the city before digging to locate all underground electric, gas, water, sewer, cable and telephone lines. Coupons may also be obtained by calling 311.

Voting on November 6

The November 6, 2007 election is quickly approaching and the all mail-in ballot will contain many important issues.  Please click here to learn more information about registering to vote.

Here is a reminder of some important dates:

· Tuesday, October 9       Voter registration closes 
· Friday, October 12        Ballot packets begin to be mailed by the Denver Election Division 
· Tuesday, November 6   Coordinated and Regular Biennial Elections (All ballots must be 

delivered to main office/ballot drop-off locations no later than 7:00 pm).   

Here are the ballot drop-off locations, dates, and times:

· Denver Election Division Main Office, 303 W. Colfax Ave., Dept. 101 
· Friday, October 12, 2007                                               8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
· Monday – Friday, October 15, 2007 – October 26, 2007  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
· Monday, October 29, 2007 – Friday, November 2, 2007  8:00 am – 7:00 pm 
· Monday, November 5, 2007                                           8:00 am – 7:00 pm         
· Election Day – Tuesday, November 6, 2007                   7:00 am – 7:00 pm 
· Drive-Thru Ballot Drop-Off – Election Day - 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. On Court Place off of Colfax Avenue 
· Other Locations – Ballot Drop-Off Only – Convenient to District 10 
· Monday, October 29, 2007 – Friday, November 2, 2007  10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
· Monday, November 5, 2007                                           10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
· Election Day – Tuesday, November 6, 2007                   7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
· District 3 Police Station - 1625 S. University Blvd.      
· Tattered Cover Bookstore (Colfax) - 2526 E. Colfax Ave.  
· Tattered Cover Bookstore (LODO) - 1628 16th St. 
· Wellington Webb Building - 201 W. Colfax Ave.       
· Westerly Creek School – 8800 E. 28th Ave. 
The November ballot will include 9 issues for you to vote on.  To see the entire infrastructure proposal go to www.denverinfrastructure.org and watch for materials in your mailbox leading up the November election.  
The issues include:

· 2.5 mill levy increase for ongoing maintenance which will cost the average home ($255,000) $50 per year

· The bond package has eight issues and will be grouped on the ballot by category: 

· Public Office Facilities

· Denver Cultural Facilities - deferred maintenance

· Denver Health and Human Services Facilities

· Denver Park System Facilities

· Denver Public Safety System Facilities

· Denver Streets, Transportation, and Public Works System Facilities 

· Denver Library System Facilities

· Denver Cultural Facilities New Construction

The bond package totals $550 million, reduced $100 million from the Task Force recommendations, and it will cost the owner of a $255,000 home roughly $12.50 a year.  

Denver’s Creative Vitality Index Rated High

The economic vitality of Denver’s creative sector, or Creative Vitality Index (CVI), is almost three times greater than the national average, according to results of a study commissioned by the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs (DOCA).  The CVI is a weighted measure of a basket of creative sector economic activities.  According to Western States Arts Federation, which conducted the study, the Denver CVI measures 2.79 (based on 2005 data), in comparison to a national average of 1.0. 

Two other cities also commissioned the CVI study.  While Denver receives higher ratings compared to Portland, OR (2.16), the opportunity for growth is evident when compared to Seattle, WA (5.26).  Below are additional conclusions drawn from the data collected in the CVI: 

· Denver is a strong consumer of arts-related goods; in fact, each person in Denver spends an average of $170 on arts-related goods and services.  Arts-related retail sales—art gallery, music and bookstore—and museum admissions are more than eight times the national average. 

· Denver’s creative sector spends more on programming than operations and could function at greater capacity by investing in personnel for functions such as fundraising, marketing and other organizational growth areas. 

· Denver’s largest employment categories within the creative sector include architects, editors and graphic designers; however, Seattle boasts four times as many arts-related jobs than Denver. 

· Denver’s public and private investment in arts and culture, $120.8 million, is matched by a population that supports and participates in arts and cultural offerings.  According to the Colorado Business Committee for the Arts’ Economic Activity Study of Metro Denver Culture, 14 million people attended cultural activities in 2005. 
The CVI is a tool for comparison; yet, its greatest power is its ability to inform a self-diagnosis process and to design a plan to enhance creative activity.  The CVI is part of a larger conversation about the importance of the creative sector in the economy.  Globalization, the rise of the Internet and the expansion of the service economy have prompted many researchers and practitioners to re-evaluate the role that creative activity plays in successful economies.  Within this context, the CVI has the potential to reshape thinking about the role of the creative sector in economic development.  

A complete 2007 Denver Creative Vitality Index can be downloaded at www.denvergov.org/CreateDenver. 

Pets Can’t Ask for Directions:  Licensing & Low-Cost Vaccinations in Cheesman Park

It’s a great deal and the best protection for your pet: a license and vaccinations!  So grab your leashes and come to the licensing and vaccination clinic in Cheesman Park near 11th and Humboldt on Saturday, October 6, 2007. 
If your pet is already vaccinated, bring your animal’s vaccination certificate and $10 to Cheesman Park on Saturday between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. for a license.  If you need to get your dog or cat vaccinated, volunteer vets from Harrison Memorial Animal Hospital and the Denver Area Veterinary Medical Association will be on-hand to accommodate.  The cost of vaccination and licensing is $20.  The area 11th and Humboldt

The City & County of Denver requires a license for dogs and cats over the age of six months. This small fee offers great peace of mind if your pet is ever lost. The license number is linked to your pet's rabies tag, which can reconnect you with your pet if it is brought into a shelter. A one-year license is $10; a three-year version is $30. If you want your pet to carry his or her ID with them everywhere, consider a microchip for just $30.

Denver’s 2008 Budget

Mayor John Hickenlooper delivered his Fiscal Year 2008 proposed budget to Denver City Council, a balanced budget plan that reflects the administration’s focus on more effectively and efficiently delivering core services to the citizens of the City and County of Denver.

For FY 2008, the administration has proposed an $866 million budget, representing 3.0 percent growth from the previous year.  A mixed economic outlook continues to impact forecasted revenue growth and the local economy has not been immune from the changes in the national economy.  While the downturn in the housing industry has negatively impacted the City’s revenue forecast, Denver and the metro region continue to benefit from growth in tourism, the commercial real estate market and jobs.  The resulting mixed outlook for Denver has led to moderate forecasted revenue growth, requiring careful evaluation of all spending proposals to ensure they align with key priorities and available resources.

As always, the 2008 budget has been guided by feedback from the community and City Council and is organized around the City’s five guiding principles: 
· To make Denver an even better place to live; 

· To create jobs and ensure economic vitality;

· To enhance customer service; 

· To make Denver city government a better place to work, and 

· To live within our means. 

Some highlights include: 

· A continued focus on safety as the foundation of our quality of life and economic health, including increased efforts to reduce crime through the Crime Prevention and Control Commission, the use of DNA technology in the Crime Lab, ongoing investments in personal protective equipment, and increased safety recruitment efforts to diverse populations.  Including those proposed for FY 2008, we will have hired and trained 516 new police recruits since 2003.  Increased personnel combined with investments in safety-related technology enhancements and the implementation of new crime reduction strategies continues to yield results.  Crime was down 12.1 percent through August of 2007 compared to 2006, and the 2008 budget will fund the key priorities necessary for the Police Department to continue to capitalize on its success at driving crime down.  

· Funding for the purchase of two new fire trucks to maintain our replacement schedule and ensure that our Fire Department is equipped to provide effective and timely responses.                                                                                                                                     

· Maintaining sustainable neighborhoods by adding new graffiti removal crews.

· Restoring Library services by adding additional eight-hour days to six Denver Public Library branches that specialize in children’s programming.

· Enhancing sustainability efforts by replacing some inefficient irrigation systems, enhancing recycling efforts and supporting multi-modal transportation. 

The proposed FY 08 budget includes $44.5 million for capital projects in 2008, limited to critical maintenance projects, matching funds to state or federal dollars, legal obligations and economic development projects.  As currently constructed, the proposed 2008 capital budget assumes the status quo in terms of funding, but the administration has also prepared a detailed plan of how – pending voter approval – the additional resources generated by the maintenance mill levy would be used to address the City’s currently unfunded maintenance needs.  

The Mayor and City Council held departmental budget briefings throughout September.  Based on input during this review period, the Mayor will submit a recommended budget by October 15 to be followed by a public hearing on October 22 and additional City Council input.  City Council will adopt a budget by November 12 and must enact an ordinance making FY 2008 appropriations by November 26, 2007.  A complete copy of the proposed 2008 budget is available at www.denvergov.org/budget.

Searching for a Preschool?  The Denver Preschool Program Can Help!

The Denver Preschool Program provides tuition credits for qualified Denver families to send their four-year-old children to quality rated preschool programs.  The program also provides grants for preschool providers to become rated as quality providers.  The program began enrolling children in August. 

For more information and to learn why preschool is so important for Denver’s children visit: www.denverpreschoolprogram.com.   

Events in District 10

· Congratulations to Neighborhood Flix Cinema and Café on their upcoming opening on Friday, October 26, 2007.  I encourage everyone to stop by and welcome them to District 10 and check out their website at http://neighborhoodflix.com/new/index.php.  

· Congratulations to Nordstrom in the Cherry Creek Mall on their upcoming opening on Friday, October 19, 2007.  I encourage everyone to stop by and welcome them to District 10.

·  “Living Green in our Community” Event.  I commend those who ask, “As one person, how can I make a difference?” and I recommend everyone attend this upcoming event.  The Bellevue-Hale Neighborhood Association Board is hosting this sustainability networking event (in cooperation with the National Jewish Medical and Research Center), “Living Green in Our Community.”  This event will be held at the National Jewish Molly Blank Conference Center, 1400 Jackson Street, Denver (entrance off of Colfax Ave.) on Saturday, October 27, 2007.  Registration is at 8:30am and the event is from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  Admission is only $5.00 per person or $7.00 for a family. 

Representatives from Green Print Denver and Excel Energy’s Residential Energy Conservation Program will present information pertinent to their areas of concern.  Following the presentations there will be break-out sessions and information booths on: home energy efficiency; water conservation; transportation; recycling and proper disposal of toxic materials; living a green life and more.  Used ink cartridges and old cell phones, which have elements that are harmful to the environment, will be collected at the event and proceeds will benefit the Kunsberg Elementary School at National Jewish Hospital.  

For additional information on the event go to www.bhna.info or contact organizers of the event at bhnainfo@yahoo.com  

· Transportation Solutions and Spamalot Theater Package.  Like the surprising pairing of the offbeat British humor of Monty Python and a Broadway musical, Transportation Solutions is hosting a unique fundraising event that combines travel by transit with an evening at the theater.
Please join Transportation Solutions to see Monty Python’s Spamalot at the Buell Theatre on Wednesday, October 3.  Winner of the 2005 Tony® Award for Best Musical, Spamalot is the outrageous musical comedy “lovingly ripped off” from the film classic Monty Python and The Holy Grail.  The special package includes a center orchestra seat, roundtrip transit passes for bus or light rail, a commemorative Spamalot poster, and a complimentary beverage at the DCPA, for a donation of $125 per person.  Group departures are planned for a local bus stop in Cherry Creek, as well as the University of Denver light rail station. 

To reserve tickets, please email spamalot@transolutions.org and indicate the number of tickets, your name, email address and telephone number.  Tickets and premium seating are available, of course, on a first come first serve basis.  For questions, please call 303.377.7086.

· 13th Annual Denver Police Department District 6 Halloween Event  is Wednesday, October 31 from 4 – 7 pm at the Denver Police Department District 6 Offices at 1566 Washington Street.  This safe Halloween event is for all children in Capitol Hill who are under 12 years of age.  Volunteers are needed.  Please contact the CHUN office at 303-830-1651 or chun@chundenver.org if you are interested in volunteering or providing financial support.  If you can’t volunteer, but would like to donate candy toward the event, please drop off candy at the CHUN office, 1290 Williams Street.    
Included in this event will be: 

· Police on horses, motorcycles and bicycles 
· Fire truck, an ambulance and a police car 
· Tall inflatable animated policeman 
· Trick-or-Treat Street (candy distribution) 
· Haunted house 
· Face painting and more! 
· Morey Neighborhood Center Fall Schedule.  The Fall schedule at Morey Neighborhood Center, 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School), is starting!  All sessions are 6 weeks in duration.  

	
	

	Session 1 

Mondays, Sept 10 - Oct 15

Wednesdays, Sept 12 – Oct 17
	Session 2

Mondays, Oct 22 – Dec 3 (no class Nov. 12)

Wednesdays, Oct 24 – Dec 5 (no class Nov. 21)

	Indoor Pool, Weight Room, Gym

Mondays and Wednesdays

5:00 – 7:30 pm

Youth only Hour 4:00-5:00 pm

No advance registration necessary

$3 Adults    $2 Seniors    $1 Kids

$10 for Youth/Child 12 visit pass


	Pilates I

Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 pm ($66)

Pilates II

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 ($66)



	Yoga 

Monday, 6:15-7:30 pm

Wednesday, 6:00 – 7:15 pm ($66)
	Make Sure Your PC is PC!

Mondays, 6:15 – 7:30 pm ($66)



	Español I

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 7:30 pm ($66)

Español II

Mondays, 6:00 – 7:30 pm ($66)
	Learn to Knit

Mondays, 6:00 – 7:30 pm ($50)

Knitting in the Neighborhood

Wednesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 pm ($45)



	Multimedia Mania

Wednesdays, 6:15 – 7:30 pm ($66)


	Improv – The Art of Play

Mondays, 6:00 – 7:30 pm ($66)




City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· Final Consideration of C.B. 524 – Monday, October 22, 2007.  Language amendment 1165.  Changes the zoning code language for the B-8-G (Golden Triangle) to provide for projecting signs with certain conditions.  

· Final Consideration of C.B. 525 – Monday, October 22, 2007.  Language amendment 1157.  Changes the zoning code language regarding who may be an applicant for a zone map amendment.     
· Public Hearing on the 2008 Budget  - Monday, October 22, 2007.  

Upcoming Events Calendar

A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs

Oct 4
	Colorado History Museum Public Meeting
	10:00-11:30 pm
	Colorado History Museum Auditorium,

1300 Broadway

	Thurs

Oct 4
	Cherry Creek East Association Neighborhood Meeting
Thursday, October 4th at

	6:30 pm

	Young Americans Center

3350 East 1st Ave (Corner of 1st and Monroe Street)
Parking lot door entrance for CCEA meeting

	Sat

Oct 6
	Licensing and Vaccination Clinic in Cheesman Park
	10 am-2 pm
	Cheesman Park

13th and Franklin or 8th and Williams

	Sat

Oct 6
	Denver Art Museum

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	Denver Art Museum
100 W 14th Ave Pkwy 

	Mon

Oct 8
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Oct 9
	Unsinkables walk with Mayor Hickenlooper
	7:00-9:00 pm
	Penn Street Perk

1300 Pennsylvania

	Sat

Oct 10
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science
2001 Colorado Blvd.

	Wed

Oct 10
	Happy on the Hill  
	5-7 pm
	TBD

	Thurs

Oct 11
	Board of Environmental Health:  Pets on Patios Variance
	5:30-6:30 pm
	Webb Municipal Building

201 West Colfax

Room 2.H.14

	Sun

Oct 14
	Denver Marathon

www.denvermarathon.com
	8 am
	Colorado State Capitol

200 East Colfax

	Mon

Oct 15
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs

Oct 18
	Parks and People Volunteer Training
	5:30-6:30 pm
	Montbello Recreation Center,

15555 East 53rd Ave.

	Sat

Oct 20
	Denver Zoo

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	Denver Zoo

2900 East 23rd Ave.

	Sat

Oct 20
	10th Annual Booklover’s Ball
	6:30-10 pm
	Denver Central Public Library

10 West 14th Ave. Parkway

	Mon

Oct 22
	Denver Botanic Gardens

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York Street

	Mon 

Oct 22
	District 10 Small Business and Retail Forum
	8:00 am
	Botanic Gardens, Gates Hall

1005 York Street

	Mon

Oct 22
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Oct 23
	Neighborhood Assembly re: rezoning 1300 Elizabeth from R-3 to R-2
	7:00-8:30 pm
	National Jewish, Heitler Hall, 

1400 Jackson Street

	Wed

Oct 24
	Mayor’s Conference on Valuing Diversity and Inclusion (registration deadline is Oct. 10)
	8 am-1 pm
	Colorado Convention Center

700 14th Street

	Wed

Oct 24
	37th Annual Historic Denver Dinner and Awards Ceremony
	5:30-9 pm
	Brown Palace Hotel,

321 17th Street

	Sat

Oct 27
	Living Green in our Community Event
	8:30 am -12:30 pm
	National Jewish, Molly Blank Conference Center, 1400 Jackson Street

	Mon

Oct 29
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Oct 31
	13th Annual Denver Police Department District 6 Halloween Event
	4-7 pm
	Denver Police Department District 6 Offices

1566 Washington Street


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/Newsletter/tabid/383035/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.

