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Colfax and 14th Avenues 2007 Bond Fund Public meeting
 

I am pleased to invite you to the Colfax Avenue and 14th Avenue 2007 Bond Fund meeting to be held on November 18th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm in the Parr-Widener Community Room (former Law Library) Room 389 of the City and County Building at 1437 Bannock.
This meeting will discuss the 2007 bond fund as it relates to Colfax Avenue and 14th Avenue between Speer and Bannock. In 2007, Denver voters approved funding expenditures to be undertaken with the proceeds from the general obligation bonds. $9.1 million was allocated to Colfax Avenue and 14th Avenue between Speer and Bannock to install pedestrian improvements and implement plans to provide a green link between the Civic Center and Speer.   

Please join us to discuss urban design options and how the project can provide pedestrian enhancements that would most capitalize on public investment. 

If you have any question, please contact Jennifer Hillhouse, City and County of Denver Senior Planner, at 720.865.3158 or by e-mail at jennifer.hillhouse@denvergov.org. or Brendan Kelly, City and County of Denver Engineer, at 720.913.4503 or by e-mail at Brendan.kelly@denvergov.org.  As always, please feel free to contact my office with questions.  

Veterans Day Parade, Trash and Recycling Collection and Parking Meter Free Day
The City and County of Denver will host the annual Veteran’s Day Parade on Saturday, Nov. 8th beginning at 10 am.  A tribute to veterans will immediately follow the parade in Civic Center Park.  The parade is being organized by the City and County of Denver and the Denver United Veteran’s Council Chapter 21 and will honor veterans and those in active military service.  The parade has been held by the City and County of Denver since 1942. 

 

The Parade will start and end in Civic Center Park and will proceed down surrounding streets.  The parade will proceed via 14th St. to Court Pl. then to 15th St. and Welton St, east to 17th St., then south on Broadway to 14th Ave. The reviewing stand will be located between Colfax and 14th Ave. on Broadway.  Join various review stand dignitaries such as Dennis Gallagher, Denver City Auditor, Steve Rylant, Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Colorado, Mike Coffman, Colorado Secretary of State, and Congressman Ed Perlmutter, Colorado’s 7th District.  

 

Parade inquires should be directed to Andrew Grieb, Parade Chairman, Denver United Veterans Council, at 303-283-1801 or George Cassidy, Denver County Veteran Services Officer, at 720.944.3501.
Both trash and recycling collection will be picked up as regularly scheduled.  Services will not be delayed for the Veterans Day holiday.   Denver parking meters will be free on Veterans Day, Tuesday, November 11th.  Denver parking meters are free on all City-recognized holidays and on Sundays.

City and County of Denver offices will be closed on Tuesday, November 11th, in observance of the holiday.

Morey Neighborhood Center Needs Your Feedback

Morey Neighborhood Center is a community education and recreation center located in Capitol Hill.  It is a gathering place for kids, adults, and seniors that provides a variety of fun, recreational, and educational activities and programs for the community.  Morey Neighborhood Center has an indoor pool, two gyms, a weight room and an indoor running track, and offers a variety of classes.  It is operated as a partnership between the City of Denver (Parks and Recreation) and Denver Public Schools and is located inside Morey Middle School.  

I have been personally committed to seeing Morey Neighborhood Center succeed since it began.  They want to improve upon their programming and times and need your comments and feedback.  Whether or not you use Morey Neighborhood Center, please click here to complete a survey that my office put together for Morey:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=D_2fdU1c4ytkf4e80sxQy_2bAg_3d_3d 

New classes starting early November – Register now!  Pilates, yoga, Spanish, computers, and knitting – Monday or Wednesday evenings.  Fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 – 7:30 pm and includes an indoor pool, two gyms, weight room and indoor running track.  No membership required.   Adults $3, Seniors $2, Youth $1.  Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School), phone (720) 424-0791, email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, website http://mnc.dpsk12.org.  Call now to register!
Recycle 8 + in 10:  Six Months and Going Strong
In April 2008, my office in partnership with Waste Management Recycle America and Greenprint Denver launched a one-year multi-family unit recycling pilot program in Council District 10.  Currently, multifamily complexes are not serviced by Denver’s recycling program.  This program aims to explore the long-term feasibility of institutionalizing a recycling program for apartment complexes and condominiums in Denver.  The program has been underway for six months now and has been very successful in introducing recycling to more Denver residents.  To date, the Recycle 8+ in 10 program has resulted in over 61,000 pounds of waste being kept out of the landfill.  Until Denver finds a solution for recycling in multifamily complexes, multi-family building with a contract for trash service should consider asking their hauler for an estimate to provide recycling for their building.  Reductions in trash hauling fees may offset any costs to add recycling service, making recycling a great choice for your building and our community.

Landmark Preservation Commission Public Hearing for Civic Center Design Guidelines

A public hearing on the Denver Civic Center Design Guidelines has been scheduled by the City and County of Denver Department of Community Planning and Development through the Landmark Preservation Commission for 1:15 pm, November 18 in the Conference Room 4.F.6-4.G.2, Wellington Webb Office Building, 201 W. Colfax Ave.  

The subject of the proposed rules and regulations is to provide the intent, standards, and guidelines for design review of projects located within Denver’s Civic Center.  All interested parties are invited to attend the November 18, 2008 hearing and present oral and written comments.  Interested parties are invited to submit written comments to Fran Mishler at Community Planning and Development, 201 W. Colfax Avenue, Dept. 205, Denver, CO 80202 no later than November 17, 2008.  The design guidelines are being considered for approval jointly and separately by the Department of Parks and Recreation.

A complete text of the proposed rules and regulations is on file with, and may be examined at, the administrative offices of each of the departments, as well as at the Office of the City Clerk and Recorder, located in the Wellington E. Webb Municipal Office Building, 201 West Colfax Avenue, Department 101, Denver, CO. The proposed guidelines are also available on the City’s website at http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/470/documents/civicCenterDraft10_2_08.pdf.

For more information, please contact Savannah Jameson at savannah.jameson@denvergov.org or Fran Mishler at fran.mishler@denvergov.org. 

Upcoming Construction and Updates on Construction in District 10

East 10th Avenue – Xcel Project

500-700 East 10th Avenue will be completed by the end of November (weather permitting)

900-1300 East 10th Avenue will be completed by November 14th 

2nd to 3rd on Cook Street – Xcel Project
This work will be starting the week of November 17th through December 12th.  The contractor, Northern Pipeline, will place door hangers on or around November 12th to make residents aware of the incoming construction.  There will be an open cut in the street for the new line they are putting in.  The street will be closed to through traffic during the day from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm.  

7th Avenue Race to York
The storm sewer serving this part of town was over a hundred years old and severely lacking in capacity which has resulted in real water problems during the torrential rains such as those we had this past August.  While most of the work was completed between Lafayette and Race, after the Denver Marathon went through, the crews had to come back in to the eastern section from Race to Gaylord to complete their work.  Residents will also see some curb and gutter repair and alley openings repair along Seventh.  Some of the worst curb and gutter block segments along 7th Avenue will be prioritized and replaced first.  The full stretch of 7th Avenue curb work will be done in segments over future years.  Public Works tries to coordinate curb and gutter work with repaving efforts so, in between other city paving projects they will be working on 7th Avenue curbs and gutters.  

University Bridge over Cherry Creek

Recently, Denver Public Works finished rehabilitating the University Boulevard Bridge over Cherry Creek between Cherry Creek Drive North and Cherry Creek Drive South.  Thank you for your patience during this lengthy project.  The scope of work included:
· Removing and replacing the existing median
· Replacement of the expansion joints in both bridges
· Bridge drains were cleaned and rehabilitated 

· Bridge girder ends at the south abutment were cut off to allow for additional movement of the bridge

· Installing new traffic signals on the north side of the project
· The northeast corner of the site was rebuilt

· Concrete pavement panels replaced from Cedar Avenue to the north side of the bridge 

· A new inlet was installed on the northeast corner of the site 
13th Avenue York to Colorado

Beginning in mid-October, Denver and Premier Paving began asphalt and concrete improvements on 13th Avenue from York to Colorado.  These much needed improvements were made possible because of the November 2007 bond approved by Denver voters.  The work will continue for around 7 months with work being suspended periodically because of winter weather.  If you have driven down this road in the last few years, I’m sure you noticed the large hump in the middle of the road with significant slopes down on either side to the curb.  This crown caused serious drainage and safety issues during bad weather.  As part of this project, the crown will be removed and a significant amount of curb and gutter concrete will be repaired and brought up to current standards.  If you live near this street, you have probably noticed the grated siphons that allow water from the gutter to flow into them.  However, once the water is in the siphons it sits there until it evaporates.  These siphons can be a health hazard because of standing water and this project includes significant drainage improvements to remedy this issue.  The siphons at 13th and Harrison, Adams, Steele, Milwaukee, and Clayton are being replaced to allow the drainage to continue to move underneath the road.  In total, 10 drop inlets will be redone and 6 siphons will be removed.  Additionally, the storm sewer along 13th from Elizabeth to Columbine is being replaced with a much larger pipe.  I have previously heard concerns from neighbors about this area and water troubles during storms; hopefully this larger pipe will make a difference.  As the work is completed, the asphalt will be replaced from curb to curb.  The project will be completed one half at a time (starting with the north side of 13th) which will cause some lane closures.  However, by only working on one half at a time, 13th Avenue will be open to traffic at all times.   

The following is a summary of the schedule for the next few weeks up through Thanksgiving:

· The concrete work will continue along with inlet structures that tie-into the curbs being installed
· Sidewalks and handicap ramps will also be repaired systematically as the curbs are installed
· Storm pipe improvements will begin Monday Nov. 3rd from Columbine to Elizabeth for approximately 3 weeks. This includes pipe installation, manholes and inlets related to this system. There will still be similar lane closures and short delays but the presence of larger equipment will be apparent during these operations
As a reminder, please obey the “No Parking 7 am – 7 pm” signs when they are posted.  If you park in these areas, this delays the work because they must call a tow company to move your vehicle to the nearest block and often this takes a few hours.  

Colfax Streetscape Project

Denver will be installing new pedestrian lamp posts along both sides of Colfax Avenue between Franklin and Downing Streets beginning November 17th.  The concrete and electrical work will take approximately four to five weeks, with the custom lamp posts to be installed when they are received.  Delivery of the lamps is anticipated in 8 – 12 weeks.  I lobbied long and hard with CBID for this project and on the placement of the lights and am so excited to see this project being completed!  
Denver Now Taking Applications for LEAP (Low-income Energy Assistance Program)

The cold front that stormed through last month caused many goose bumps and forced many people to pull out winter clothes and turn on their heat. Now, many people are receiving their first heating bill of the season, which is causing some financial anxiety. 
The good news is there is a heating cost assistance program, called LEAP that helps people who qualify with their home heating costs and heating-related emergencies by paying a portion of their heat bill.  Applicants may also be eligible to receive free furnace tune-ups, air sealing and insulation.  The best part is these services are free.  

People who qualify are eligible to receive the LEAP benefit one time each season, which runs Nov. 1, 2008 – April 30, 2009. To qualify for LEAP, the applicant must be a U.S. citizen or legal resident, pay heat costs to an energy company or as part of rent, and meet these income guidelines:

	Number of People in House
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Highest Monthly Income Before Taxes
	$1,604
	$2,159
	$2,714
	$3,269
	$3,824
	$4,379
	$4,934
	$5,489


The LEAP application process is simple.  Simply call 1-866-HEAT-HELP (1.866.432.8435), request an application, fill it out and mail it back to us.  You can also download an application from www.denvergov.org/leap or visit the Denver Human Services East office located at 2855 Tremont Place in Denver. 

Insulate and Seal Rebates Available
Properly insulating and sealing a home can help reduce monthly energy bills and make your home more comfortable.  In fact, insulating an older home or one with inadequate insulation can reduce energy bills up to 30%.  Greenprint Denver has partnered with the Colorado Energy Science Center (CESC) and the Governor’s Energy Office “2008 Insulate Colorado” program to offer cash-back rebates to qualifying homeowners in the City and County of Denver that make these energy-efficient improvements to their homes. 

The rebates will be issued for the installation of either attic or exterior wall insulation and basic air sealing measures, performed by an approved contractor (do-it-yourself projects are not eligible).  The rebate will cover 20% of the total cost of insulation and air sealing upgrades or $300, whichever is less.  Rebates will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis until program funding is exhausted. This is a limited time offer, with funding for approximately 100 rebates. Rebates are not guaranteed. 
Insulating an older home or one with inadequate insulation can reduce energy bills up to 30%.  Insulation also effectively reduces noise transmission through floors and through interior and exterior walls.  Buildings contribute over 50% of Denver’s greenhouse gas emissions, with Denver’s residential housing responsible for 14% alone.   

How to Participate 
Homeowners must be residents of the City and County of Denver, perform the installation on an existing residential dwelling’s attic or exterior wall insulation and submit the following documentation to the Colorado Energy Science Center (see complete Program Guidelines below): 

1. A completed Insulate Colorado Homeowner Rebate Request Form (Download PDF Here)
2. Insulation and air sealing upgrades must be completed by an eligible contractor company http://www.colorado.gov/energy/residential/InsulateColoradoContractors.asp.  Make sure to get a copy of the contractor’s invoice showing total job costs and measures installed. 
3. After the installation is completed, an “Insulation Card” will be provided by the installer to demonstrate to CESC/GEO that sufficient insulation was applied to the area.  You will need a copy of the official “Insulation Card” demonstrating the amount of insulation added. 

For more information on the program please visit: www.energyscience.org/ or call the Colorado Energy Science Center Kristin Elsmore 303-216-2026 or email kelsmore@energyscience.org.  
New District 6 Street Crimes Information Line
Denver Police Department District 6 has a new District 6 Street Crimes Information Line 720-913-2870.  This line is intended for citizens to leave information regarding District 6 narcotics and prostitution activities.  This is a non-emergency line; a SCAT Sergeant will return your call within 72 hours.  If you aren’t sure, to learn what the boundaries of DPD District 6 are click here.    

Denver’s Strategic Transportation Plan Issued
On Monday, October 13, I joined Mayor John Hickenlooper and Public Works Manager Guillermo “Bill” Vidal today to announce the completion of Denver’s Strategic Transportation Plan (STP), a comprehensive document that addresses the current and future transportation needs of the Mile High City.  The STP provides a proactive approach to addressing Denver’s imminent transportation needs with solutions that are consistent with our City’s goal to be multimodal in our approach to solving our transportation challenges.

 

In a bold departure from traditional transportation planning, the Denver STP looks at transportation from the unique perspective of moving people or “person trips,” travel by a person from one location to another by any means, rather than the usual focus of only measuring vehicle travel to identify demands on our infrastructure.  A fundamental premise of the STP is that Denver must continue its growing trend towards relying on many modes of transportation, including walking, biking and using public transit in order to meet the transportation demands of the future.

With a national focus on energy independence and mitigating the risks of climate change, the Denver STP provides a timely vision. The STP still addresses the essential maintenance, operational and efficiency needs of the current transportation infrastructure, while simultaneously encouraging changes in daily travel choices. The plan explains how those changes can make a big difference in the long-term success of our transportation system and minimize the growth of Denver’s current road footprint. 

The plan features 12 travel sheds, or study areas, within the city that have transportation characteristics and facilities that serve similar origin-destination patterns for travel. Each travel shed is analyzed in terms of maintenance of infrastructure; bicycle and pedestrian system gaps, transit support strategies, transit and roadway improvements and major improvements and studies. Recommendations are made in terms of behavioral, physical and operational improvements, along with an implementation timeframe for the year 2015 and beyond. Many of the improvements benchmarked for 2015 are underway thanks to the Better Denver infrastructure package passed by voters in 2007. The entire plan can be viewed online at www.KeepDenverMoving.com. 
The STP included engineering and transportation consultants, an advisory committee of stakeholders appointed by Mayor Hickenlooper; a technical committee of representatives from the public, technical staff and regional agencies; and a key staff committee with members from various City agencies participating. Public engagement included town hall meetings and open focus groups, as well a comprehensive website that provided information and sought feedback.
Fall is Here and so is the 2008 Denver LeafDrop

Fall is upon us and so is the annual ritual of raking leaves.  Did you know that organic materials such as food, food-soiled paper and yard debris account for 58% of what is thrown away in Denver?  Denver Recycles’ LeafDrop program once again will be providing options for Denver residents to compost their leaves and avert them from the dump.   
If you can, try and reuse and recycle your leaves by digging them into the garden, composting them or using a lawn mower to mulch small amounts into the lawn.  This adds nutrients and helps the soil retain moisture.  Home composting and mulching information can be found by clicking here.  Remember to never sweep your leaves into the street. This clogs up storm sewers and street sweeper vehicles.  If you can’t reuse your leaves at home, take them to a LEAFDROP site this fall and Denver Recycles, a program of Solid Waste Management, will ensure they are composted.  Please note that leaves must be tied or secured in bags.  You can also treat your Halloween jack-o-lantern to a second chance and compost it with LEAFDROP.  Then, reclaim your leaves next spring in the form of rich compost at the Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and LEAFDROP Compost Sale.  For more information call 720-865-6810 or visit http://www.denvergov.org/recoth/LeafDrop/tabid/425975/Default.aspx   
Drop-off locations:

· 10 am – 4 pm Sundays, November 9 and 16

· Northwest – Sloan’s Lake Park, 17th Ave. at Sheridan Blvd.

· Southwest – John F. Kennedy High School, Newland St. and Brown Place

· East Central – Cranmer Park, 3rd Avenue and Clermont Street

· Southeast – South High School, Louisiana Ave. and Franklin St.

· Northeast – Smiley Middle School, 26th Ave. and Holly St.

· 7 am – 2:30 pm, Monday – Friday (closed Holidays), October 6 – December 5

· Havana Nursery, 10450 Smith Road, just south of I-70 and Havana St.

· Denver Solid Waste Transfer Station, 7301 E. Jewell Ave., Quebec St. & S. Cherry Creek Drive

Parking to Become Smarter in Denver
Denver Public Works Right Of Way Enforcement (ROWE) is piloting new “smart” parking meters in the Downtown area in an effort to explore ways to make parking more convenient.  The new meters are solar powered, wireless and accept Visa and MasterCard credit and debit cards, as well as nickels, dimes, quarters and dollar coins.  The smart meters also communicate with the Public Works ROWE meter technicians by sending alerts when a meter is jammed, near coin capacity or has a low battery, creating a more nimble and effective department.  

Installation of the meters is scheduled to begin on Monday, November 10th, and the meters should be in operation on Wednesday, November 12th. During the pilot, the meters will be installed on ten blocks in the downtown area.  The meters will only be installed on one side of the street to allow drivers to choose if they would like to pay at the smart meters or at the traditional coin only meter.  The smart meter pilot will last about six months.  After the pilot period is complete, the smart meters will be evaluated based on common-sense factors including ease of use, efficiency, durability and reliability.

Essential to the pilot is receiving feedback about the smart meters from the drivers using them. Tell us about your smart meter experience by taking a quick survey online at www.DenverMeter.com or receive a hard-copy of the survey by calling 311.  This is your chance to be part of the future of parking in Denver!  Input received from the survey will provide clear information about the public’s real life experience with the smart meters, which is fundamental when considering implementing a new parking option on a City-wide basis. 

The smart meters have a digital display screen, which allows ROWE to change the message according to the circumstances. For instance, the display may read “No Parking – Street Sweeping,” saving drivers a citation.  On Sundays and holidays when parking is free, the display may read “Free Parking Today” and the smart meter will reject payment.

Ice in Gutters and Alleys
Each winter, my office and the City and County of Denver receives calls regarding snow-plow operations and ice accumulation in the gutters along the streets.  The Department of Public Works responds to these inquiries in several ways.  While the Street Maintenance Division is directly responsible for snow and ice removal, these situations can also be an indication of other infrastructure issues, which can involve internal cooperation and coordination with several Divisions within the Department of Public Works.  I have included several of the frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) developed by Public Works in order to help residents understand the City and County of Denver’s policies and practices regarding snow and ice removal, the causes of ice accumulation, suggestions for prevention and possible solutions, and contacts to have the problem addressed.  To learn more about this issue and to view the entire list of FAQs please visit Denver’s Capitol Projects Center website or click here. 
Why does the ice form and accumulate in the gutter?  The snowmelt runs down the gutter in the street until it is collected by a storm drain inlet or catch-basin (the opening in the curb) that connects to the underground storm drain beneath the street.  Occasionally, we experience an extended cold-spell or a period where the daytime temperatures are neither sufficient nor long enough to cause the snow to entirely melt.  Vehicles compact the snow in the street and gutter.  Additionally, only partial melting occurs during the day and the snowmelt freezes at night or in the shadow of trees and structures before it can reach a storm drain inlet.  With repeated partial daytime warming and night-time freezing over a several day period, the ice begins to accumulate in the gutter.  

My street has a lot of ice in the gutter that needs to be removed.  Who should I contact?  If you live in Denver, please call 3-1-1, available 7 days a week, 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The TDD line is 720-913-8479.
I have called in the past and they removed the ice, but the ice has returned. Why hasn’t Street Maintenance come back?  Each location is unique.  Some areas require infrequent ice removal, while other areas require more.  Thus far, the city has found it is more cost-effective to address these situations on a case-by-case basis, and you will need to call each time the ice reaches an unsafe level.

Why doesn’t the City build a storm drain to prevent the ice from forming?  Storm drains are constructed based on criteria established to provide a standard level of flood protection during summer storms. In many cases, the city has found that constructing storm drains and inlets are ineffective for solving icing problems.  Often, these icing problems can prevail, regardless of the proximity of drainage inlets and storm sewers in areas of ice and snow build-up.  The City and County of Denver Department of Public Works’ Engineering Division reviews many of the repetitive complaint locations received by Street Maintenance Division on a case-by-case basis in order to determine if there are other cost-effective practical alternatives that would reduce the amount of ice accumulation.  When such alternatives are available, they may be implemented based on priority and available funding.  In some situations, a storm drainage improvement may be planned for the area based on the City’s level of service for summer storm drainage.  Once the project is funded and in design, our designers will, to the extent practicable, specify inlet locations to collect the summer storm runoff as well as collect winter daytime snowmelt before it enters a shaded location to reduce the amount of ice accumulation.  When this is possible, it will help to reduce, but will not eliminate, the amount of ice accumulation.    In other situations, the icing in the winter occurs at the same location that there is a constant puddle of water in the summer due to sunken curb and gutter sections.  These are reviewed for remediation by the Department of Public Works’ curb and gutter program based on priorities and available funding.  If you notice that the curb and gutter in front of your home or business is sunk, precluding proper positive drainage, you may wish to call the City’s 3-1-1 call center to initiate an investigation.
If a storm drain won’t solve the problem, what can be done?  An effective pro-active solution that property owners can implement is to apply de-icing materials to the sidewalks in advance of forecasted snowstorms.  Placing de-icing materials on the pavement before the storm makes snow and ice accumulation less likely and removal much easier.  Additionally, the city recommends that business and homeowners not push snow into the streets as this will exacerbate ice formation in shaded areas.  Instead, place the removed snow on lawn areas where available, or move it to a sunny location where it can melt; as long as doing so does not create other safety hazards.
Denver’s Buell Theatre Greets the Fall Season with a Facelift
With new seats, carpeting and lobby doors, the Buell Theatre at the Denver Performing Arts Complex is greeting fall theatergoers with an inviting new look.  Home to touring Broadway theatre productions, concerts, lectures and much more, the 17-year-old venue received its first major update since the building’s 1991 opening.

Owned and operated by the City and County of Denver’s Division of Theatres and Arenas, the 2,843-seat theatre underwent renovations during the summer of 2008.  The $1.2 million project was financed by Theatres and Arenas’ capital budget and the Buell Foundation.  Upgrades at the venue include:

· Original seats were replaced with self-rising, cherry-stained wooden seats.  Moving away from the teal décor of the theatre’s early-90s beginnings, the new seats feature deep red upholstery, creating a new look for the venue’s interior that is reminiscent of traditional theatre color schemes.  Most seats now include cup-holders to accommodate patrons at shows that allow beverages to be taken into the house. 
· The worn carpet found inside the theatre was replaced with approximately 4,000 yards of new carpet.  The carpet complements colors already found in the main lobby, and the installation of a similar carpet is planned for the venue’s lobbies in 2009.     

· New doors were added to the main lobby entrance of the theatre, creating a vestibule that will enhance energy efficiency and create additional space for patrons in the lobby.   

· Walls located in the mid-Orchestra and rear of the Mezzanine and Balcony sections were removed, allowing for additional wheelchair seating and making the venue more flexible and accessible for patrons with disabilities.  

Upcoming Denver Center Attractions shows at the Buell include Jersey Boys, The Color Purple, Spring Awakening, the new musical Little House on the Prairie and eagerly awaited return engagements of Wicked and The Phantom of the Opera.  For information on season ticket packages, visit www.denvercenter.org. 

Idling Reminder and Citywide Crime Statistics
The Denver Police Department has asked me to remind you to not leave your vehicle running in your garage or driveway to warm it up during the winter time.  While we all love a warm car, this behavior invites car thieves and the number of stolen vehicles increases during this time.  Additionally, it is against the City and County of Denver Municipal Code (Chapter 4, Section 4-43).  The Code states that “no person shall allow a vehicle to idle for more than ten (10) minutes in any one-hour period unless: 1) The ambient outside air temperature has been less than twenty (20) degrees Fahrenheit for the previous twenty-four-hour period; or 2) The ambient outside air temperature is less than ten (10) degrees Fahrenheit.  Please note that some exceptions, such as emergency vehicles, do apply.  Persons reported for violating this ordinance will be sent a letter informing them of the ordinance and potential penalties.  If the situation is excessive or repetitive an inspector will investigate and a summons may be issued.

Idling your vehicle can also be quite damaging for the environment.  Here are some common misconceptions about idling:

· Myth: An engine should be warmed up before driving

· Reality:  While the engine must be warmed up, idling is not an effective way to warm up your vehicle.  With today’s modern engines you need no more than about 30 seconds of idling before driving away, even on the coldest winter days
· Myth: Idling is good for your engine

· Reality: An idling engine is not operating at its peak temperature, which means that fuel does not undergo complete combustion.  This leaves fuel residue that can deposit on the spark plugs and increase fuel consumption by up to 5%.  Also, water condensation in the exhaust system can reduce the life of the exhaust system.  
Please click here for more detailed information by individual crime category, police district, council district and statistical neighborhood 
Does it Drive you Crazy When Someone Parks in a Disabled Parking Place?
The Denver Office of Disability Rights is recruiting volunteers for the Disability Parking Enforcement Program (DPEP).  The DPEP is a volunteer program that is managed by the Office of Disability Rights but is staffed by volunteers, like you, who help keep those handicap parking spaces opened for the disabled customers visiting the various locations.

I encourage you to talk to a friend about joining you in this volunteer opportunity.  DPEP will provide training in public relations, citation issuance and any necessary equipment needed.  If you are interested, call 720-913-8482.
Cherry Creek North Yuletide Project
Find your Festive in Cherry Creek North this yuletide season in Denver’s premier outdoor shopping and dining district where guests are part of the authentic outdoor holiday experience.   Throughout December, Cherry Creek North’s 16 blocks are filled with holiday lights and décor highlighting the region’s largest collection of independently owned boutiques, home stores, restaurants and galleries.  

Join in for a season of holiday hospitality in Denver’s authentic holiday neighborhood.  
Events and activities include:

November 22:  A day long celebration of Denver’s 150th birthday in Cherry Creek North.  Guests will be recipients of 150 Cherry Creek North gift cards in denominations from $5 to $150.  The day will receive a ‘kick’ at noon when Cherry Creek Dance performers offer a Rockets style tribute to the City with 150 kicks!

November 24: White Monday in Cherry Creek North.  All windows will be covered in white paper for the holiday ‘reveal’ of a themed display throughout the District and the launch of the Yuletide Project!  Guests will be able to peek at the star designers through small windows in the white paper to see the work in progress.

November 28: The day after Thanksgiving in Cherry Creek North is a great day to stroll the neighborhood and view the outdoor sculpture program.  Maps are available in area galleries and online at cherrycreeknorth.com.  A trip around the 16 block area is 2,800 steps—a nice post Thanksgiving workout with great people watching, outdoor art and window shopping.

Nov. 28-Dec. 5: Buy Local Week.  A City-wide initiative with the Mile High Business Alliance to promote local shopping, dining and celebrating in the days following Thanksgiving.  For participating merchants and specials visit cherrycreeknorth.com.

December 1: Cyber Monday.  Buy your Cherry Creek North gift card today at cherrycreeknorth.com and receive complimentary wrapping and shipping.  Receive a certificate for 25% each spa service at Nectar with a Cherry Creek North gift card purchase.

December 1: Denver’s Road Home Gingerbread Home Tour.  Guests strolling Cherry Creek North will enjoy seeing a series of homemade gingerbread homes created by local chefs, students, artist and merchants.  Located inside Cherry Creek North stores, the Ginger Bread Houses also serve as ‘piggy banks’ collecting money for Denver Road Home, the Mayor’s ten year plan to end homelessness in Denver.  For a map of gingerbread homes, visit cherrycreeknorth.com.
Denver Ranks in Top Ten of Best Cities by Design
3.3 billion people will live in urban areas by the end of 2008, according to a report released by the U.N. last year.  The design of these cities, and the quality of life in them, becomes an increasingly critical issue.  In a recent survey, architectural firm RMJM Hiller ranked Denver in the top ten of the best cities in the U.S. for design.  The firm highlighted that economic opportunity and environmental beauty can be mutually compatible, and cities are adopting policies or instituting programs to clean up the environment, build quality buildings, enhance infrastructure, and promote community through public spaces.  The survey focused on manufactured design and natural advantages such as rolling hills or soaring mountains were not considered. Because a city's design feeds directly into its citizens' quality of life, growing cities are integrating more sustainable design plans for the sake of the environment, and for residents.  Good design— sustainable design—makes for a more harmonious living situation.  

Here is the Top 10 List:
10. Washington, D.C.

9. Philadelphia

8. Denver

7. Seattle

6. San Francisco

5. Portland, OR

4. Los Angeles

3. Boston

2. New York City

1. Chicago
Upcoming Events
 
· Denver Living Streets Initiative Presents Dr. Rajiv Bhatia speaking on “The Road to Healthier People and Places” on Tuesday, November 11 from 7:30 – 10:00 am at the Oxford Hotel Ballroom, 1600 17th St.  Come and learn how Denver can increase our streets’ travel capacity while promoting active lifestyles, increasing public safety and providing a healthier environment.  Dr. Rajiv Bhatia, Director of Occupational & Environmental Health for San Francisco’s Department of Public Health, will talk about tools and examples such as health impact assessments (HIAs), the Healthy Development Measurement Tool, and the Pedestrian Environmental Quality Index begin used in San Francisco to develop, implement, and evaluate the City's environmental health policy.  Tickets are $35 and can be purchased by clicking here.   

· CHUN Annual Neighborhood Assemblies.  Each November, CHUN meets to discuss issues in the neighborhoods and to elect new CHUN delegates from each respective neighborhood.  To view the map of CHUN neighborhoods, click here.   Neighborhoods 8, 9, and 10 are meeting November 12 at 6 pm at the CHUN Community Center, 1290 Williams St.  This meeting will include a seminar on energy efficiency in your home.  Neighborhoods 3 and 7 are meeting November 12, 7 pm at the Pinnacle Tower Community Room, 2990 E. 17th Ave.  They will be discussing Denver’s Strategic Parking Plan and its relationship with the East Colfax Bluebird District.  Neighborhood 4 is meeting on November 19 at 6:30 pm at Panera Bread, 1350 Grant Street.  They will be discussing public safety with DPD Officer Jesse Rembert and parking issues with Denver Parking Official Nola Owens.

· Denver Arts Week 2008 November 14-22.  Gather family and friends to enjoy the second annual celebration of the City’s vibrant, eclectic arts and cultural scene.  In recognition of Denver’s 150th birthday, more than 150 events are being staged at nearly 6 arts districts in and around Denver, including dozens of museums, galleries and theaters, with the Starz Denver Film Festival leading off the week.  To kick off the event, on the 14th, 11 museums will be open late, 5- 10 pm, with special programs and entertainment in addition to regular exhibitions.  Whatever inspires you – Dance, Film & Literature, Museums, Music, Science & Nature, Theater or Visual Arts & Galleries – you’ll find it on the Denver Arts Week calendar.  Be a tourist in your own town…Make a night of it, with hotel rates starting at $52.80!

· Macy’s “Fashion and Compassion” Community Shopping Day Saturday, November 22 at the Cherry Creek Mall.  Purchase a $10 coupon at and then present it on November 22 when shopping.  You will save $10 on any purchase over $25 and Macy’s is marking almost everything down 20% that day.  Money raised goes towards the Dollar Dictionary Drive.  Contact Steve Nissen, 303-733-8524 or pennissen@cs.com, to purchase a ticket. 
· 21st Annual Davis Turkey Trot in Civic Center on Saturday, November 22 from 8 am – 2 pm.  To learn more visit this link: http://www.changeofpace.com/ 
· Annual Thanksgiving Outreach in Civic Center Wednesday, November 26 – Friday, November 28 from 5 am – 11 pm.   On Thanksgiving Day across the city most families will gather to share the annual tradition of a large meal, companionship and comfort of a warm home.  On Thanksgiving Day 2008, this Outreach alliance will host a traditional Thanksgiving dinner at Civic Center Park in Denver. Food boxes, hair cuts, clothing, entertainment, and activities for children will also be provided.  To learn more, click here.  
· Downtown Denver Grand Illumination at Union Station and City and County Building on Friday, November 28.  Witness the magic of Downtown Denver with the Grand Illumination.  Beautiful light displays can be viewed at City and County Building, Larimer Square, Denver Pavilions, Union Station, Skyline Park, 16th Street Mall, The Brown Palace and the historic D & F Tower.  Union Station will be illuminated at 6:30 pm and the City and County Building will be at 6:45 pm.  Questions? Visit www.downtowndenver.com 
· 9 News Parade of Lights on Friday, December 5 at 8 pm and Saturday, December 6 at 6 pm.  This Parade continues to reign as the signature event of the Downtown Denver holiday season.  Join the crowds to see the sparking lights, marching bands and dazzling floats.  Spectator viewing for the Parade is free all along the two-mile route.  Grandstand tickets are available in front of the City and County Building.  Click here for ticket details or to see the route
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· Public Hearing on C.B. 528 – Monday, November 13, 2008.  Amends the Main Street zone district regulations to change the requirement that by Sept. 1, 2008, owners of surface parking lots not accessory to uses by right and not fronting on the main street be landscaped per an approved landscape plan to a requirement that they plant and maintain street trees in accordance with rules and regulations of the City Forester by June 30, 2009, or within none months of being rezoned to Main Street, whichever is later.

· Public Hearing and Final Consideration on C.B. 548 – Monday, November 17, 2008.  This language amendment amends the Denver Municipal Code to allow 2 domestic honey bee hives per residential zone lot with regulations regarding location on the lot and flyway screening.  

· Public Hearing for C.B. 550 – Monday, November 17, 2008.  This language amendment amends the code to allow occasional sales, such as Christmas trees and wreaths, for non-profit or religious purposes as an accessory use to churches and religious institutions.  

· Public Hearing for C.B. 580 – Monday, December 1, 2008.  Changes the zoning of the 0.14-acre parcel at 43. S Monroe St. From R-1 to PUD for a duplex.

Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Sat

Nov 8
	Veteran’s Day Parade
	10 am
	Denver Civic Center

	Sun

Nov 9
	Free Day at the Denver Zoo
	9 am – 6 pm
	Denver Zoo

23rd and Steele

	Mon

 Nov 10
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Mon

Nov 10
	Informational Meeting on Liquor Cabaret License Application
	6:30 - 8 pm
	1134 Broadway

	Tues

Nov 11
	Veteran’s Day  Holiday – City Offices Closed in Observance 



	Tues

Nov 11
	Denver Living Streets Initiative Presents Dr. Rajiv Bhatia speaking on “The Road to Healthier People and Places” 
	7:30 – 10:00 am
	Oxford Hotel Ballroom

1600 17th St.  

	Tues

Nov 11
	Country Club Historic Neighborhood Annual Meeting
	6:30 – 8 pm
	Denver Country Cub
1700 East 1st Avenue

	Wed

Nov 12
	Happy on the Hill
	6 pm
	Cork Gallery

2220 East Colfax Avenue

	Wed

Nov 12
	CHUN Annual Neighborhood Assemblies for 8, 9, and 10 
	6 pm
	CHUN Community Center

1290 Williams St.  

	Wed

Nov 12
	CHUN Annual Neighborhood Assemblies for 3 and 7 
	7 pm
	Pinnacle Tower Community Room

2990 E. 17th Ave.

	Thurs

Nov 13
	Cherry Creek Chamber Annual Business After-Hours
	5:30 – 6:30 pm
	Enstroms
201 University

	Fri

Nov 14
	National Adoption Day

	Fri

Nov 14
	Denver Arts Week November 14- 22

	Mon

 Nov 17
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Nov 18
	LPC Public Hearing: Civic Center Design Guidelines
	1:15 pm
	Webb Municipal Building, 4.F.6-4.G.2

201 W. Colfax

	Tues

Nov 18
	14th Avenue and Colfax Bond Improvement Neighborhood Meeting
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Parr-Widener Community Room (former Law Library), Room 389, City and County Building

1437 Bannock

	Tues

Nov 18
	Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Association Meeting
	7 pm
	Young Americans Bank

1st and Monroe

	Wed

Nov 19
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	TBD

	Wed

Nov 19
	CHUN Annual Neighborhood Assemblies for 4 
	6:30
	Panera Bread

1350 Grant

	Thurs

Nov 20
	Bellevue- Hale Neighborhood Association General Meeting
	7 pm
	Rose – Physician’s Building, Goodstein Room 

	Sat

Nov 22
	150th Anniversary of Denver’s Founding

	Sat

Nov 22
	Free Day at the Denver Botanic Gardens
	9 am – 5 pm
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York Street

	Sat

Nov 22
	150 Unsung Heroes of Denver Recognition and Opening of 
“Imagine a Great City:  Denver at 150”
	9  - 11 am
	Colorado History Museum

	Mon

Nov 24
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs

Nov 27
	Thanksgiving Day  - City Offices Closed

	Fri

Nov 28
	Downtown Denver Grand Illumination 
	Union Station Lighting at 6:45 pm

City and County Building illumination at 6:45 pm

	Mon

Dec 1
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Dec 2
	LPC Public Hearing for Hornbein/White Buldings at Shea Site, 9th and Colorado
	1:15 pm
	Webb Municipal Building, 4.F.6-4.G.2

201 W. Colfax

	Thurs

Dec 4
	District 3 Police Mtg. for Neighborhood Groups- Citizen's Advisory Board
	6 – 7:30 pm
	1625 S. University Blvd.

	Fri

Dec 5
	9 News Parade of Lights
	8 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Sat

Dec 6
	9 News Parade of Lights
	6 pm
	Downtown Denver


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2008Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/428942/Default.aspx 
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
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