
March 2010
From the office of Councilwoman Jeanne Robb


1232 E. Colfax Avenue, Denver, Colorado, 80218

303.377.1807

Jeanne.Robb@denvergov.org
In This Issue:
- How Do You Use Public Space in Cherry Creek? – 

- Cherry Creek North BID Fillmore Design Concept Open House – 

- Colfax Streetcar Feasibility Community Forum #2 March 18th – 

- Safety Alert:  Well-Dressed Purse Thief in Central Denver Stores – 

- Denver Zoning Code Update Being Considered at Denver Planning Board – 

- Follow-up Public Meeting on Possible Re-use of the McNichols/Carnegie Library - 

- State Historical Fund Awards Grants to Preserve Cheesman Park Pavilion and McNichols Building – 

- What’s Going on in Civic Center Park? – 

- East 1st Avenue Improvement Study Public Meeting – 

- Census 2010 is Coming in March – 

- Helping Kids Find Work this Summer – 

- Potholes…Potholes…Potholes – 

- Now is the Time to Prune Street Trees – 

- Planning Neighborhood, Block and Community Cleanups – 

-Morey Neighborhood Center:  Community Education and Recreation – 

- Sandwich Board Signs – 

- Reminder:  Street Sweeping Begins April 1st! – 

- Free Tax Preparation for Individuals and Families – 

- Individual Development Account Program – 

- Changes to the Landmark Ordinance Chapter 30 – 

- Denver Parks and Recreation Summer Camp Registration Begins - 

- Upcoming Events - 

- City Council Meetings and News –
- Upcoming Events Calendar –
How Do You Use Public Space in Cherry Creek?
The Community Planning and Development Department in the City of Denver is gathering input regarding use of public spaces and critical connections within the Cherry Creek retail area.  This information will be used to inform recommendations for the Cherry Creek Area Plan.  Whether you are a resident, business owner, employee or visitor to Cherry Creek, we would like your input.  This survey should take less than 10 minutes of your time.  And as a bonus, at the end of the survey is an opportunity to enter to win a $50 gift card to Cherry Creek businesses!   
You can access the survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/cherrycreekareaplan1.  The date for collecting survey responses has been extended slightly until March 5, and results should be posted by Monday, March 15 on the Cherry Creek Area Plan website:  http://www.denvergov.org/cherrycreek.  Please forward this to everyone you know who lives, works or plays in Cherry Creek!   

And of course, it’s no secret that Fillmore Plaza was designed as an important public space in Cherry Creek and that we are once again discussing its future, so this survey will provide us a snapshot in time of how it is used as one of the public spaces in the area.  For more information on public spaces, I recommend learning more about “William Whyte” who said, among many other things, 

"I end then in praise of small spaces.  The multiplier effect is tremendous.  It is not just the number of people using them, but the larger number who pass by and enjoy them vicariously, or even the larger number who feel better about the city center for knowledge of them.  For a city, such places are priceless, whatever the cost.  They are built of a set of basics and they are right in front of our noses. If we will look."
If you like to have fun in your free time as I do (and I, like most of you, have far too little free time), learn what those basics are as we move forward with the discussion of Fillmore Plaza’s future and our planning to keep the Cherry Creek Area vital.  Whyte’s mid- 1980’s video titled “The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces” is available on-line.  You “youtube” fans may find the technology slightly dated, but remember Fillmore Plaza and the vision for Cherry Creek North was created in that same decade.  You can also visit the Project for Public Spaces online.  Enjoy…
Cherry Creek North BID Fillmore Design Concept Public Open House

On January 13th, the Cherry Creek North Business Improvement District Board of Directors approved a resolution that authorized the District to explore possible alternative design concepts for Fillmore resulting in a hybrid plan that allows for both events and two-way vehicular access.  

They have scheduled two open houses to gather additional input, one for merchants and one for the general public.  Representatives from the BID’s design team will be on hand to discuss the current Fillmore design as well as a hybrid concept.  The BID is not yet at a point where it is recommending a particular policy or design direction.  They will have exhibits and drawings available for review.  Members of the BID’s Board of Directors will be available to answer questions.  

The open houses will be held at 100 Fillmore Place, on the east side of the plaza, so everyone is better able to discuss this topic directly adjacent to the actual site.  The BID has invited the public to feel free to stop by at any point during these times.

CCN Merchant Open House: Friday, March 5th, 8:00 – 10:00 am (but if you are not a Merchant and can’t make the open house on the following Tuesday, you are welcome to attend!)

Public Open House: Tuesday, March 9th, 5:00 – 7:00 pm

Following the open houses, the BID will vote at their Board Meeting on March 10 whether they want to move forward in the bond improvements, financed by their  property owners (not the public), with the original plaza design, a hybrid design, or further study.  If a vote for a proposed hybrid street or a vote for a further study does come forward, City Council would need to vote on either an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) negotiated between the BID and the city or a vacation of the city-owned plaza right-of-way.  My best guess when such a vote would occur is next August at the absolute earliest.  Consequently, the community should have time well before a Council vote to hear the BID’s proposal should they decide to move forward.

Colfax Streetcar Feasibility Community Forum #2 March 18th
All interested members of the community are invited to come and participate in the continued discussion to explore the potential of a streetcar system and learn about progress made toward the feasibility analysis.  

Join the community on Thursday, March 18, 6:00 - 8:00 pm at the Molly Blank Conference Room at National Jewish Hospital (3800 East Colfax Avenue, parking is just west of Colorado Boulevard on the south side of Colfax). 

 

The City and County of Denver is working to assess the technical and economic feasibility of developing a streetcar line along the Colfax Corridor.  The primary purpose of this study is to identify how streetcars in the Colfax corridor would affect: transit ridership, types of transit rider, reliance on private automobile trips, traffic operations, adjacent property values, and new economic investment.

 

The initial study area is bounded by I-25 on the west, Syracuse Street to the east, 12th Avenue to the south and 19th Avenue to the north.  
If you have questions, contact: Terry Ruiter, Principal Planner, Denver Public Works, 720-865-3136, terry.ruiter@denvergov.org or Anna Jones, consultant, 303-628-5558, anna@pumaworldhq.com.
Safety Alert:  Well-Dressed Purse Thief in Central Denver Stores
The Denver Police Department would like the community to be aware of a thief in the Denver metro area.  The suspect targets elderly females in a grocery store, and steals her wallet from her or the complete purse.  The suspect steals the wallet and immediately goes to an electronic or department stores and uses the credit cards to purchases high dollar items.  

There have been three of these incidences in the last 2 weeks.  The suspect recently struck at the 6th and Corona Safeway store and also at the King Sooper’s on Colorado Blvd.  The suspect is very deceptive while committing the thefts.  The suspect is described as a white male in his 40’s, balding head, light goatee, and well dressed, generally wearing a suit.

Please, be very careful when shopping with a grocery cart.  Many women leave their purses in the cart and turn away for just a second to reach for things off of shelves.  This is when he strikes.  In fact, I was shopping at Whole Foods this past Sunday when a woman approached me because my own purse was in my cart to tell me that her purse had just been stolen.  As I checked out, I saw her talking with police.  
The Denver Police Department does have video footage of the thief that should help lead to his capture.  To view this footage click here.  If anyone recognizes this suspect to call Denver Police Department at 720-913-2000 or Crime Stoppers at 720-913-STOP (7867).        
Denver Zoning Code Update Being Considered at Denver Planning Board
 
The Denver Planning Board began the adoption process for the City's new zoning code on schedule at its regular meeting at 3 pm on Wednesday, February 17.  The Planning Board will consider the new code and map over multiple meetings, beginning with information sessions from Community Planning and Development staff and culminating in a formal public hearing, currently planned for Wednesday, April 7th.  The Planning Board meets every other Wednesday from 3 – 5 pm in the Wellington Webb Building, Room 4.F.6.  The next meeting is today, March 3rd.  Following its public hearing, the Planning Board will make a recommendation to City Council.  

Starting Wednesday, March 10th, City Council's Blueprint Denver Committee will begin briefings on the Zoning Code Update.  After Planning Board’s recommendation, City Council will begin formal consideration of the code at the Blueprint Denver Committee before referring the measure to the full City Council.  As with any zoning matter, Council's process includes a required public hearing before adoption.  This is currently expected to occur in June.  
Still have a question on Denver’s proposed new Zoning Code? Staff from Denver Community Planning and Development continues to hold “New Code Office Hours” to offer the opportunity for one-on-one meetings tailored to specific questions from residents and property owners.  During Denver Planning Board meetings and the Planning Board public hearing, CPD staff will be available to talk and answer questions.  
Learn more about the Denver Zoning Code Update and District 10 including the Denver City Council and Planning Board Listening session summary, some helpful handouts that I put together for constituents, opportunities to learn more about the process, my proposal regarding structures in Denver parks, and the updates schedules for implementing the Zoning Code.  

The fourth and final public review draft of the New Denver Zoning Code and map can be viewed on the New Code website: http://www.newcodedenver.org.

Follow-up Public Meeting on Possible Re-use of the McNichols/Carnegie Library
On February, 18th, I hosted a public meeting with the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs, the non-profit Civic Center Conservancy regarding the possible future reuse of the McNichols/Carnegie Library.  I want to thank the creative minds that came together to gather ideas for the highest and best future use – it was a terrific meeting.  

While the money might not come right away, planning and visioning to develop community support is important right now.  The City has scheduled a follow-up Public Meeting for Tuesday, March 16th in the Permit Center Lobby, 200 W. 14th Ave (14th and Bannock).  There will be two presentations and brainstorming sessions to catch as many people as possible because of other meetings that evening.  I hope you can attend either from 4:30 – 5:30 pm or from 5:30 – 6:30 pm.
This grand building just outside of the northwest corner Civic Center Park has housed various city departments since the 50s.  Recently, the City’s Treasury Division relocated to the Webb Building and demolition of the fifties, bureaucratic renovation is proceeding well.  The demolition has been funded privately and the work is being done by J.E.Dunn construction in preparation for using the building for exhibition space for the Biennial of the Americas this summer.   No renovation is scheduled at this point but finding the user/s for this building and funding a complete renovation is a goal of the Civic Center Master Plan.
State Historical Fund Awards Grants to Preserve Cheesman Park Pavilion and McNichols Building
The State Historical Fund, a program of History Colorado, the Colorado Historical Society, awards grants to public and non-profit organizations to preserve Colorado’s architectural and archaeological treasures for public benefit.  Two iconic public features in District 10 recently received important grants. 
$100,000 Grant for Cheesman Park Memorial Pavilion project:
The preservation of the Cheesman Park Memorial Pavilion includes the repair of the critical deficiencies identified in the 2009 Historic Assessment completed by SLATERPAULL Architects.  The Cheesman Pavilion was designed by Willis Maeran and Albert Julius Norton and was built in 1910 at a cost of $100,000 to commemorate Walter Cheesman, a prominent wealthy Denver businessman.  The proposed project includes masonry rehabilitation and repair, re-pointing and cleaning stones, structural reinforcement of the floor, resetting marble stairs, moisture abatement, and code required electrical and mechanical upgrades.

 

$250,000 Grant for McNichols Project:  

This grant provides for the preservation and rehabilitation of historic interior, restoration of key exterior features and return to public use of the McNichols Building, formerly Denver Carnegie Library, located adjacent to Denver Civic Center Park.  Main elements of the project include removal of the 1950s contemporary office interior to return the original open interior volume, rehabilitation such as masonry, re-pointing and cleaning and repairs to the membrane, restoration of the windows, replaced in 1957 with aluminum sash windows and brick infill and restoration of the exterior monumental stairway entrance and piano nobile.  These efforts will support the return of the building to public use as an integral component of revitalization of Denver Civic Center Park.

The State Historical Fund receives funds for grants through a portion of tax revenues from limited-stakes gaming in the towns of Cripple Creek, Central City, and Black Hawk. State Historical Fund grants have helped preserve hundreds of historic schools, town halls, agricultural sites and other important resources in all 64 Colorado counties since 1993.  The application deadline for SHF’s next grant round is October 1, 2010. For a complete list of SHF grants funded during this round, visit www.historycolorado.org and click on State Historical Fund. 

What’s Going on in Civic Center Park?

Currently, the historic structures in Civic Center Park including the Greek Theater, The Voorhies Memorial, Seal Fountain and The Balustrade Wall are covered in white sheeting for a restoration project.  Due to the temperature-sensitive nature of stonework, temporary structures have been erected around each work site.  The east-west access corridor will be kept open as much as possible.  

Work includes cleaning, repairing and replacing stone and grout.  If possible, replacement stone from the original quarry will be used in highly visible locations.  Similar stone that is a good match has been located.  The Greek Theatre stage substructure will be reconstructed.  A water filtration system will be installed in the Seal Fountain, although rules against wading in the pool will remain.  New roofing, roof drains and overflow drains will be installed and doors and windows will be replaced. Accessibility to and around the structures will be improved: sidewalks and brick pavers will be replaced, repaired and reconfigured and turf and irrigation will be restored and renovated.
This project is funded through the Better Denver Bond Program, with the work being performed by a Design/Build Team selected through an RFQ/RFP process.  The restoration process is scheduled from mid-January 2010 through mid-June 2010 and has been coordinated to miss the Martin Luther King Day and Cinco de Mayo celebrations.  

Learn more about the Civic Center Park restorations.  

The contract for historic renovation and restoration work of the Greek Theater, Voorhies Memorial, and restoration work on the Balustrade Wall was presented at Bond Implementation Committee on Tuesday, December 1, 2009.  Click here to view the discussion.       

Learn more about Historic Civic Center.  
 

Learn more about this and other Better Denver Bond Projects.
East 1st Avenue Improvement Study Public Meeting to be Rescheduled
Last year when safety concerns along 1st Avenue between Colorado Blvd. & Steele Street prompted discussions with the Cherry Creek East & North Neighborhood  Associations, some merchants and Public Works, it became evident that what was really needed was a plan of renewal and improvement along the length of that corridor between Colorado Blvd. & Steele Street.  
In working with the city’s budget office, I was fortunate to secure $75,000 for developing a plan to enhance the streetscape, support commercial development and develop traffic calming measures to improve safety.  A small working group including neighborhood representatives, commercial interests, Public Works and planning consultants are now meeting to talk about developing a vision for the 1st Avenue corridor that will be used to inform the Cherry Creek Area Plan.  
 
A public meeting had previously been scheduled for Tuesday, March 9th to provide an update on the East 1st Avenue Improvement Study.  Unfortunately, because of conflicts this will be rescheduled.  I will make sure to post the new meeting date on my website and Public Works will post it on their website as soon as it is scheduled.  Currently, Public Works is planning to schedule the meeting in the fourth week of March.  

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact my office or Cindy Patton at (720) 865-3157 or Cindy.Patton@denvergov.org.  
Learn more about this study.

 
Census 2010 is Coming in March
What is the Census?  Every 10 years, the US conducts a Census of the population by sending a form in the mail to every household in the country.  The Census counts people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and non-citizens.
How is the Census taken?  Census forms will be mailed to households in March 2010.  Census forms must be mailed back on or before April 1, 2010.  If assistance is needed filling out forms, Questionnaire Assistance Centers will be available.  For people living in group quarters such as nursing homes, student dormitories or prisons, a Census Bureau worker will visit those facilities in April and will return in May 2010 to take a count of those facilities.

What is on the Census form?  The form is a simple one-page, 10 question form that takes less than 10 minutes to complete.  It asks for information about the number of people living in the household, their age, race and gender.

Is information taken by the Census private?  Information given on the Census form is 100% confidential.  By law, it is illegal to share Census information with any other government agency such as immigration, IRS or Welfare.  Census workers take an oath to protect the privacy of respondents and face jail time and/or heavy fines if they violate that oath.  

Why do we have a Census?  Census data is used by the government in a variety of important decisions, including allocation of $400 billion in federal funds each year; determination of where roads, bridges, ands schools will be built; and apportionment of federal, state and local government representatives for communities.  For every Denver resident counted, our community gains a minimum of $826 per person each year for 10 years in Federal funds.  Since the 2000 Census, we have lost more than $74 million for those who weren't counted in Denver.
What if I don’t mail back my Census form?  Households not returning a Census form by mail will be called or visited by a Census worker.  

How do I know the person at my door is a Census worker?  U.S. Census workers will have a badge, a handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice.  Ask to see their identification and their badge before answering their questions, and never invite anyone you don’t know into your home.  While the Census Bureau might ask for basic financial information, such as a salary range, the Census Bureau will not ask for Social Security, bank account, or credit card numbers nor will employees solicit donations.  The Census Bureau will not contact you by Email, so be on the lookout for Email scams impersonating the Census. 

It only takes 10 minutes. It’s easy, it’s safe, it’s in our hands.  For more information, please call 3-1-1 or visit www.denvergov.org/Census2010.
Helping Kids Find Work this Summer
City Council, the Mayor’s Office and various Denver businesses are teaming up to put kids to work this summer.  Especially in tough economic times, I know that it can be difficult for kids to find summer work.  
 
There are 3 different programs that youth should look into:

· Youth Employment Program is currently accepting applications for the Summer 2010 session.  Applications may be obtained from www.milehigh.com/employment/youthservices
· Governors Summer Job Hunt Program offers referrals to employers who are hiring.  Register at www.connectingcolorado.com. 

· Bridges to Work provides young people with dynamic classroom training on soft-skill development, as well as 160 hours of paid, on-the-job training in the offices of local Denver businesses.  The long-term goal of this program is to enhance diversity in the workplace and support business succession planning with qualified, local youth candidates.

 
If you own or work with a local business that would like to participate in any of these program, please contact the Office of Economic Development - Youth Services office via email or call (720) 865-5700.  

Potholes…Potholes…Potholes
As spring approaches and the snow melts, we all start to notice the impact that our winter weather has had on our public streets.  The Street Maintenance Division repairs tens of thousands of potholes every year in Denver.  In fact, in 2009 they repaired 85,000 potholes all across the city of Denver!  That is an average of 327 potholes a day for each working day of the year!

If you see a pothole, report it by calling 3-1-1 or online. 
Street Maintenance Supervisors are also proactive in looking for potholes and getting them repaired.  
Now is the Time to Prune Street Trees
Pruning young trees to shape their growth to better suit our city environment is an important task.  Surprising to some, winter is the best time to prune street trees.  Winter pruning saves the tree from expending energy putting leaves on branches that are later removed and results in a vigorous burst of growth in the spring.

Pruning is important to produce a tree that does not have branches too low to the ground.  Remember, limbs do NOT move upward as a tree grows in height! A small branch 5 feet off the ground will, if not pruned, eventually become a big branch causing trouble for pedestrians and cars.  Pruning is also important for the health of the tree.
For some guidance in tree pruning visit the National Arbor Day Foundation website’s Tree Pruning Guide.   
Entering its third decade, the CHUN Tree Project has helped facilitate the planting of thousands of street trees in Greater Capitol Hill, but the Project’s care of our urban forest goes further.  The CHUN Tree Project is looking for volunteers to help prune trees in the neighborhood located on the public right-of-way next to apartments, offices, and similar places where the Project has planted trees.  If you are interested in helping, please contact the CHUN office at 303-830-1651 for further details.
Planning Neighborhood, Block and Community Cleanups

As spring approaches and we start cleaning out our homes and teaming up with neighbors to clean up our neighborhoods, District 10 wants to support you and your volunteers’ efforts.  Please keep these tips in mind when scheduling cleanup projects in your districts.  

Get the Word Out Contact my office so that we can provide assistance.  I am happy to include information in my monthly newsletter, inform any constituents that call and communicate with neighborhood organizations.  Neighborhood cleanups can be a great way to get to know your neighbors – reach out and make a difference!

Cleanup Supplies Keep Denver Beautiful Program will provide loaner tools (rakes, brooms, shovels), loaner supplies (safety vests and gloves), trash bags and trash pickup after your cleanup.  Requests for supplies should be made 2 weeks in advance of your project date. 

large itemsLarge Item Pickup If the project includes cleaning alleys and yards,  will probably be set out for pick up along with other debris.  Notify Keep Denver Beautiful of your project boundaries at least 5 working days in advance of your cleanup date so operations staff is aware of and prepared for the possibility of excessive LIP in those areas.  To guarantee LIP support, cleanups must be held the weekend prior to your scheduled LIP week.  This allows all trash trucks to stay within their routes, and regular collection service is not disrupted.  

Graffiti Abatement Support Since permission is required to abate graffiti on private property, Denver Partners Against Graffiti (DPAG) only provides various colors of paint supplies for abatement on public property (poles, dumpsters, signs, etc.).  In order to have adequate supplies for your project, DPAG recommends you submit your project boundaries and request graffiti cleanup supplies 14 days in advance of the project date.    
Morey Neighborhood Center:  Community Education and Recreation
Come and use the fitness facility - pool, weight room, two gyms, and indoor running track!  The fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  (Pool closes at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays).  No membership is required.  Adults $3 per visit, Seniors $2 per visit, Youth $1 per visit.

Adult evening classes start March 22nd.  Morey offers classes in Water Aerobics (new lower price!), adult swimming lessons, computer basics, intermediate computers, knitting, Pilates, Spanish 1 and Spanish 2, and Yoga.  
Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School).  Call (720) 424-0791or email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org to register.  

Morey Neighborhood Center also offers swimming lessons for kids of all ages at National Jewish Health, 1400 Jackson St. (Colfax and Colorado) on Saturdays.  Class sessions run throughout the year and include parent-child, preschool, beginner, intermediate, advanced, and masters.  The next spring 2010 session is Saturdays, March 20 – May 15.  For class descriptions, times and prices visit: http://mnc.dpsk12.org/swim.  Registration for all classes may be done by email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, by phone 720-424-0791, by fax 720-424-0726, or in person at Morey Middle School.

Sandwich Board Signs
Last year, Denver City Council worked with the Public Works Department to alter the City’s rules that had previously effectively banned “sandwich board” style signage from city sidewalks.  Although you may have seen these in the sidewalk in the past, they were not really legal to have out.  Sandwich boards are free-standing, two-sided signs businesses like to put out in front of their shops to advertise menus, daily specials, sales, new products, etc.  Sandwich Boards and H-Type signs placed in the right-of-way (ROW) are now legal.  In order to have a sign in the ROW, you must obtain a permit and the sign must be anchored.  The annual fee is $50.00.  If you have any questions please call -31-1 or visit this website.  
Previously, the rules had been an irritant to small businesses in particular, which see this sign format as a cost-effective way both to attract passers-by to their individual businesses as well as to enliven the streetscape of their commercial areas in general.  Public Works, responsible for the public right-of-way, (ROW) including the sidewalk, had considered the signs a hazard to pedestrians.  By requiring a permit and some oversight by Public Works of the sandwich board signs, we can now allow small businesses to advertise appropriately, but ensure that the public sidewalk is safe for those walking by.
Reminder: Street Sweeping Begins April 1st!

Citywide seasonal street sweeping begins on Thursday, April 1, 2010 - Denver’s residential streets are swept once a month between the hours of 8 am and 5 pm from April through November.  Street sweeping schedule signs are posted so you can tell at a glance which day is sweeping day on your block.  Please note, neighborhoods with little on-street parking demand do not have these signs.  
Denver’s Public Works makes remembering your sweeping day easy by allowing you to register to receive an email reminder the day before your street sweeping day.  

With the opening of the city’s street-sweeping program for the season, people who live or park in The Unsinkables neighborhood (Logan to Clarkson, 11th to Colfax) are going to get a reminder with pamphlets being placed on vehicles in the area and the posting of additional, temporary “no parking” signs on some blocks.  The actual street-cleaning will be on Thursday and Friday, April 1 & 2 for the east-west avenues in the area (11th-14th) and continue with the streets on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 6 & 7 (Logan, Pennsylvania, Pearl, Washington & Clarkson), per the city’s pre-existing street-sweeping signs.  Vehicles which aren’t voluntarily moved on the appropriate days as indicated by the signs will be ticketed and/or towed out of the way for the duration of the cleaning.  They will be returned as close to their original locations as soon as possible.  Call 303-564-7759 for information about the neighborhood group or the special street-cleaning effort. 

Free Tax Preparation for Individuals and Families
We all dread doing our taxes each year in March and April, but there are terrific free services available for those in the community that need assistance.  Denver offers free tax preparation for individuals and families earning less that $49,000 (this is 30% of Colorado families) and helps inform people about the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit that may provide relief.  

Piton Foundation, Community College of Denver and Emily Griffith Opportunity School Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Sites.  Provide free tax filing service helping connect lower-income working taxpayers to valuable tax credits and deductions, enabling them to keep their full refunds to help meet their families own financial needs.  Questions?  For more details on locations or what to bring with you to the tax site go to www.piton.org   

· Manual High School, 1700 E. 28th Ave., 3rd Floor, Room 310 
· Saturdays, 9 am – 2 pm through March 20th
· Emily Griffith Opportunity School, 1250 Welton Street, Third Floor Library

· Tuesdays and Thursdays 5:30 – 8:30 pm through April 15th
The Denver Asset Building Coalition (DABC) has operated this tax assistance site for several years and typically prepares over 2,000 tax returns for free.  That translates to over $3,000,000 in refunds and tax credits received by taxpayers through that facility and over $500,000 in tax prep fee savings each year.  For more details on locations or what to bring with you to the tax site go to www.DenverABC.org    
· The King Trimble “DABC Free Tax SuperSite,” 2980 Curtis Street is open now through April 15, 2010.  
· Saturdays 9 am – 3 pm (Extended hours:  Saturday, April 10th from 9 am – 5 pm) 
· Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 6 pm – 8 pm
· Thursday, April 15th 10 am – 6 pm

Individual Development Account Program
Denver, in partnership with the Mile High United Way, recently implemented the Individual Development Account (IDA) Program.  This is a matched savings program designed to assist income-qualified individuals and households (below 80% area median income) to purchase a home, attend post-secondary or vocational education for the participant or a dependant, or to start or expand a small business.  
The assistance combines both eight hours of financial training and asset counseling services.

CDBG funds will provide up to $4,000 in match funds for each individual participant’s savings goal.  When eligible, participants will receive $2,000 of CDBG funds that will be met by a $2,000 Assets for Independence Grant match.  For participants that are not eligible for Assets for Independence Grant matching funds, but meet CDBG criteria, a $4,000 CDBG match will be available for IDAs.  The IDA program will provide a 4:1 match on up to $1000 of participant savings. 

In addition to the financial support, participants will attend 8 hours of mandatory financial training and work with an asset counselor towards their end goal.  For example:

· Education savers will complete an education plan and meet with an academic counselor who will help the participant to explore whether or not their educational plans are in line with their career aspirations.

· Small business savers will meet with a business counselor prior to opening their IDA, exploring their initial business proposal to ensure that their business is both appropriate and realistic.  Once the account is open the participant will complete a series of business training classes resulting in a complete business plan.  

· Homeownership savers will meet with a HUD homeownership counselor to complete an initial assessment.  Once a client opens the IDA they will complete a Colorado Home and Finance Authority (CHFA) approved homeownership class prior to purchasing.  

The IDA accounts are held at Wells Fargo Bank and Denver Community Credit Union as no-fee custodial accounts.  Participants receive a monthly report from Mile High United Way demonstrating both the funds that they have personally saved and the matching funds which are available.

If you are interested in the Individual Development Account Program, please contact Mile High United Way program staff: Gaile Weisbly at 303-561-2367 or Kimberly Roy at 303-561-2339. For additional information, please visit the website.  
Changes to the Landmark Ordinance Chapter 30
On January 28, 2010 City Council made several changes to Chapter 30 (Landmark Ordinance) of the Denver Municipal Code that I want to make sure that you know about.  

· Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) This change would require a COA upon approval of a permit.  This will bring Denver into alignment with commonly accepted practices across the country.  In addition, it will make it easier for citizens as well as other city staff to determine if a project has received Landmark approval.  This does not alter the Landmark approval process. 

· Allow the Manager of Community, Planning and Development to set fees for Landmark designations and Non-Historic Certificates The specific dollar amounts for fees for Landmark designations were previously set in Chapter 30 and remained unchanged for more than 10 years (maybe not even since the 70s!).  CPD is not proposing to raise the fees at this time, but allowing the CPD Manager to set fees based on the actual costs of posting, reproduction, postage, production and installation of standard plaques and district signs, and recording fees seems reasonable.  
· Amending or rescinding designations and changes to district boundaries will be required to go before City Council By policy, LPC has always forwarded recommendations for amending or rescinding designations or changing designation boundaries to City Council.  This change would simply make this de facto policy a requirement by ordinance.
The Denver Landmark Preservation staff brought forward these recommendations and presented them to the Landmark Preservation Commission on December 15, 2009 and LPC recommended approval.  The recommendations were then presented to the Denver City Council Blueprint Denver Committee on January 13, 2010.  Click here to watch the video of the presentation.  At this meeting, I requested that all registered neighborhood organizations be provided notice of the proposed changes.  Notice was provided to all RNOs and City Council did not receive any comments or concerns about the changes.    
Denver Parks and Recreation Summer Camp Registration Begins
Denver Parks and Recreation has the perfect, affordable solution to entertain your children on the upcoming summer days.  This year, Denver Parks and Recreation will be hosting outdoor-based day camps within our parks and indoor camps at various recreation centers throughout the metro Denver area.  These licensed summer camps provide structured learning programs focused around sports and fitness, arts and crafts and aquatics, while providing young campers with a fun and educational experience.  

Most day camps start the second week in June and conclude the first week in August.  Summer Camp registration begins March 8, 2010 so hurry and sign up as camps fill quickly.  For hours of operation, ages, fees and other charges, please go to www.denvergov.org/recreation and click on Summer Camps or call 3-1-1 for more information.

 
To learn more, visit Denver Parks and Recreation website.
Are the recreation center fees still a little high for you or your child?  Denver Parks and Recreation offers scholarship opportunities for those unable to afford full price memberships to attend area recreation centers.  DPR's citywide scholarship program will cover all or part of a membership or program fee.  Scholarships are available to anyone with a demonstrated and expressed need.  To apply please go to any of the 2 dozen recreation centers where applications and program brochures will be available.  All applications must be submitted to the Recreation Supervisor who will determine the scholarship level.  Approval may take up to 5 business days.
 
Another opportunity is the “My Place” program which offers free annual membership to DPS elementary or middle school students attending a school where 75% or more students receive free or reduced lunch.  All My Place members also receive 50% off all program fees.  Please see your school office to see if your school is a “My Place” qualified school.  
Upcoming Events
 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Saturday March 13, 10 am.  The Parade goes throughout the downtown beginning at 27th and Blake, going to 17th St, west for two blocks then up Wynkoop & Wewatta to 23rd.  
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  City Council will not meet on Monday, March 29th and will instead meet on Tuesday, March 30th in recognition of Cesar Chavez Day.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Meetings of Neighborhood Interest" calendar has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs

March 4
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 – 7:30 pm
	District 3 Station

1625 S. University Blvd.

	Fri
March 5
	CCN BID Fillmore Design Concept Merchant Open House
	8 – 10 am
	100 Fillmore Place

east side of the plaza

	Fri

March 5
	Special City Council Meeting for Declaration of Vacancy and Special Election in Council District 1
	9 am
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Sat

March 6
	Free Admission to the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W. 14th Ave.

	Mon

March 8
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

March 9
	Colfax Business Improvement District Meeting
	10- 11 am
	Alta Court Conference Room

1490 Lafayette #108

	Tues

March 9
	CCN BID Fillmore Design Concept Merchant Open House
	5 - 7 pm
	100 Fillmore Place

east side of the plaza

	Wed

March 10
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Wed

March 10
	Cherry Creek Area Plan Coordination Team Meeting
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe

	Thurs

March 11
	Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
	6 – 8 pm
	City Park Pavilion
17th and York

	Sun

March 14
	Spring Ahead One Hour for Daylight Savings Time

	Mon
March 15
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

March 16
	McNichols Building Follow-up Public Meeting
	Presentations from 4:30 – 5:30 and 5:30 – 6:30 pm
	Permit Center, Lobby
200 W. 14th Ave.

(14th and Bannock)

	Wed

March 17
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Daniels Fund Building

101 Monroe

	Wed

March 17
	Congress Park Neighbors Annual Meeting
	6 – 8 pm
	Teller Elementary

1150 Garfield

	Thurs

March 18
	Golden Triangle Third Thursday
	5 – 7 pm
	Living Room

1055 Broadway

	Thurs

March 18 
	Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Association Meeting
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe

	Thurs

March 18
	Colfax Streetcar Feasibility Public Meeting
	6 – 8 pm
	National Jewish

Molly Blank Conference Room

	Mon

March 22
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

March 23
	Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Association Meeting
	7 – 8:30 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe

	Wed

March 24
	Colfax on the Hill Monthly Board Meeting
	3:30 – 4:30 pm
	Colfax Events Center

1477 Columbine St.

	Thurs

March 25
	Cheesman Park Advocacy Group
	5:30 pm
	Tears McFarlane

1290 Williams Street

	Mon

March 29
	City Holiday - Cesar Chavez Day – City Offices Closed

	Tues
March 30
	City Council Weekly Meeting
(Tuesday meeting because of Cesar Chavez Day)
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers, City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs

April 1
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 – 7:30 pm
	District 3 Station

1625 S. University Blvd.

	Thurs

April 1
	Bellevue Neighborhood Association General Meeting
	7 – 8:30 pm
	Rose Medical Office Building, Goodstein Room

9th Avenue

	Fri

April 2
	City Furlough Day – City Offices Closed

	Sat

April 3
	Free Admission to the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W. 14th Ave.


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website along with past newsletters.

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]






