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Potholes…Potholes…Potholes:  An Update

On Monday, February 19, Denver's Public Works launched an enhanced program to address the many potholes plaguing Denver's streets. The enhanced pothole program adds an average of 20 contracted crews per day to our Street Maintenance crews working Monday-Friday as weather permits.  Since that time, contracted crews and City crews have filled a total of over 18,000 potholes, using over 1,200 tons of asphalt between the two entities as of February 28.

Streets are being evaluated on a daily basis throughout the enhanced program.  If you would like to report a pothole that needs repair please call the 3-1-1 Denver hotline.

What do You Think?

Currently, City Council candidates run for both at-large Council seats at the same time and the 2 candidates with the highest number of votes (plurality) receive the positions, regardless of how small the percentage.  City Councilmember Linkhart has proposed Council Bill 92 that refers a ballot question to voters for the regular city and county election on May 1, 2007 regarding whether the Charter of the City and County of Denver should be amended to require that a candidate run for one (Seat A or Seat B) of the two at-large Council seats.  The bill would require candidates to receive a majority vote for election to either of the two at-large Council seats, to require a runoff election for at-large candidates who do not receive a majority vote at the general election, and to make other conforming amendments to the Charter.  

Please let me know what you think about this issue by emailing our office or attending the public hearing on Monday, March 5 during the City Council meeting.  
Spring Ahead on March 11
Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 11 this year (instead of the first Sunday in April) and ends November 4.  

Make sure to note the difference in the date because many computers and software programs (including Microsoft Outlook) are set to change Daylight Savings Time on the first Sunday in April instead of March 11 so your schedule may get off!  

The federal government enacted the Energy Policy Act of 2005, changing Daylight Savings Time to occur three weeks earlier starting in 2007.  The federal law established “daylight time” does not require observation of Daylight Savings Time, but if a state chooses to observe it, the starting and ending dates set by law must be followed.  

For more information on Daylight Savings Time, visit www.energy.ca.gov/daylightsaving.html
Election Program Highlights on Denver TV 8
Denver's Municipal Election on May 1st is just weeks away!  This month, Denver 8 will present a first look at the candidates in several races for city offices.  Working with community partners led by Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation (INC) and the League of Women Voters, coverage of these forums can be seen beginning mid-March.   

Remember you will be voting for Denver’s first elected Clerk and Recorder.  On January 30th, over 54,000 citizens voted to abolish the 3-person Election Commission and replace it with a newly elected Clerk and Recorder.  The final votes were:  67.92% Yes and 32.08% No.  Now you will have an opportunity to vote for Denver’s first ever elected Clerk and Recorder in the May election, which will be an all mail-in election.  

	Clerk and Recorder 
	Council District 3
	Council District 7
	Council District 8

	Saturday, March 17 at 9 p.m.
	Monday, March 26 at 8 p.m.
	Saturday, March 17 at 8 p.m.
	Saturday, March 24 at 10 p.m.

	Sunday, March 18 at 1 p.m.
	Wednesday, March 28 at 9 p.m.
	Sunday, March 18 at 2 p.m.
	Sunday, March 25 at 1 p.m.

	Monday, March 26 at 9 p.m.
	
	Monday, March 26 at 10 p.m.
	Monday, March 26 at 7 p.m.


Weather Doesn’t Hamper Graffiti Taggers 

Even though the recent snow storms slowed some of us down, it didn’t seem to deter the graffiti taggers.  Graffiti vandalism was not hampered by the weather, the cold weather just made it more difficult to remove.  
The Mayor convened a Graffiti Task Force that is working hard on the problem.  Additionally, Neighbors on the Hill have identified at least 135 incidences of graffiti on Capitol Hill.  All of these locations have been given to Denver’s Partners Against Graffiti (DPAG).  I would like to encourage all property owners to remove graffiti as soon as you see it.  It has been proven that graffiti begets graffiti, and the sooner it is removed the better.

DPAG will also paint out graffiti from your property with a signed permission form.  However, as you can imagine, they are overwhelmed.  So, I am encouraging everyone to pick up a paint brush, a can of spray paint, or graffiti wipe and help clean up Denver!  I joined a committed group of Capitol Hill residents and we take to the streets to clean graffiti regularly.  My hope is the community at large recognizes that only when we all join forces against this scourge will we enhance the quality of life in our neighborhoods. 

In some parts of our District, stop signs and other traffic signs have been tagged.  If the sign is on your block and reachable safely, you can remove the graffiti with one of the graffiti wipes available in my office and a little elbow grease.

Here are some options to help keep your neighborhood graffiti free:

Denver citizens may arrange to pick up free supplies to paint their own property, paint over city dumpsters, and remove graffiti from traffic signs.  My office is a repository for free paint.  We have a number of colors, and are more than happy to provide you with paint.  We also have graffiti wipes that work on non-porous surfaces.
· Otherwise, call those incidents into the Graffiti Hotline at 720-865-STOP (7867). 
· For City assistance in removing graffiti, citizens can call 3-1-1 or the Graffiti Hotline 720-865-STOP (7867) or go online to www.denvergov.org/graffiti.  If you want to report graffiti to police enforcement, you can fill out an incident report at your district police station, local COP SHOP, or on the City’s website www.denvergov.org/police under “Forms.”  9-1-1 should only be used when citizens witness graffiti activity in progress. 
· Please help the City expedite graffiti requests by reporting exact addresses and locations of graffiti.  The process may be delayed if a location is too vague.  Example:  Address:  1000 Main St.  Location:  On the garage facing the alley.  

Support Denver’s Road Home

Did you know? 

· 40 percent of the homeless people in our community are women and children 

· 46 percent of the homeless people in our community have a job. 
· 20,000 people in metro Denver are just one paycheck away from being homeless 
King Soopers has launched a campaign to involve everyone in the community in Denver's Road Home, the city's 10-year plan to end homelessness.  Denver's Road Home is a partnership between the City and County of Denver and Mile High United Way.  When you buy groceries at any one of the 77 King Soopers stores throughout metro Denver in March, you can help end homelessness by donating $2, $5 or $10 directly to Denver's Road Home.  

For more information about Denver's Road Home, visit www.denversroadhome.org.
Denver Parks and Recreation: Two Public Hearings on March 8 

Do you live on a parkway?
We have many fine parkways in District 10 – Seventh Avenue, First Avenue/Speer Boulevard, Williams, Fourth Ave from Williams to Gilpin, Third Avenue and Downing from 3rd to 1st.   But the rules about fences and landscaping have never been clear.  Now Denver Parks and Recreation has released a copy of Interim Rules & Regulations Governing Building Line Restrictions around Parkways.  These rules were first presented and discussed at the February 8th Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting (PRAB).  A public hearing will be held on Thursday, March 8th from 6:15-7:00 at Montclair Civic Building located at 6820 East 12th Avenue as part of March's Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting.

This first set of rules and regulations doesn’t cover all parkway issues, but they will help to address our most critical needs for development review, including the following:

· Definition of structures, including fences, walls, and other architectural features

· Allowable encroachments into the Parkway Setback

· How to address parkway setback issues for existing non-conforming buildings

· Required submittals and review process

· Appeals

Should we expand the rules for sale of beer and wine at race events in parks?
Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) will also hold a public meeting and 30-day comment session to collect public feedback regarding changes to DPR's alcohol policy.  The public hearing will take place from on Thursday, March 8 from 7:00-8:00 at Montclair Civic Building located at 6820 East 12th Avenue, as part of March's Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting.

The current DPR policy allows race/walk organizers to set up a defined area near the finish line, where only race participants may enter, to serve 3.2 beer, champagne and wine.  The state liquor code has stated that since the race/walk entry fee is considered an indirect payment for alcoholic beverages and "selling" alcoholic beverages, a liquor license is required.  Consequently, DPR is proposing a change to the policy that requires the race organizer to obtain a Special Events Liquor License from the Denver Department of Excise and Licenses.  

The new policy would also expand the allowable alcoholic beverages to all beer (not just 3.2), wine and champagne, as well as allow the sale of these beverages, compared to the original policy that only allowed service of 3.2 beer.  In addition, the new policy would allow anyone attending the event to purchase or be served these alcoholic beverages, compared to the original policy that limited service to only race participants.  

Public feedback will be taken through Monday, April 9 for consideration in drafting the final policy amendment.  Written comments may be submitted to the DPR Manager's Office, Dpt 601, Denver, 80202.  For more information, contact Fred Weiss at 720-913-0735 or visit www.denvergov.org/Portals/476/documents/ALCOHOLPOLICY.pdf.

Morey Neighborhood Center—Now Offering Classes

Morey Neighborhood Center offers Community Education and Recreation right in the heart of District 10 at 14th and Emerson Streets in Capitol Hill (inside Morey Middle School).  Now offering classes for all ages -- from tots to seniors!  Classes include:

Spanish - Yoga - Pilates - Creative Movement

Knitting - CPR/First Aid - Swim Lessons

Hip Hop - Jazz  Dance - Computers – Multimedia Mania

—————

The Morey Neighborhood Center contains a fitness facility, indoor pool, two gyms, indoor running track, and a weight room.  The Center hours are:

Mondays & Wednesdays:  5:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

(Youth-only Hour from 4:00 – 5:00 pm for 6th – 12th graders)

$3 Adults         $2 Seniors        $1 Youth/Child
$10 for Youth/Child 12 visit pass

—————

Youth Drop In Room - Play games, listen to music, do crafts projects, and more

Mondays & Wednesdays 4:00 – 6:00pm for 6th – 12th graders

For more information, go to http://mnc.dpsk12.org, call 720.424.0791, or send an email to: moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org
Denver Parks and Recreation Promotional Discount—New Memberships

Denver Parks and Recreation is offering a great promotional discount for annual memberships.  This offer will run through March 12, 2007.  For questions, contact your local recreation center of call 311; or visit www.denvergov.org/recreation. 

	Membership
	Youth
	Adult
	Senior/Special Needs

	3 Month
	$8.75
	$37.50
	$16.25

	6 Month
	$17.50
	$75.00
	$32.50

	Annual
	$35.00
	$150.00
	$65.00

	* Financial assistance is available through P & R scholarship program.


Recreation Centers near District 10

Montclair

729 Ulster Way

303-364-8607

Washington Park
701 Franklin

303-698-4962

20th Street Gym

1011 20th Street

303-295-4430

“Youth on the Path of Prevention” Conference 

The 18th National Youth Crime Prevention Conference and International Forum will take place March 21-24 at the Adam's Mark Hotel.  Youth Crime Watch of America hosts this conference, which challenges and motivates youth to make their communities and schools safer places as a strategy to prevent crime and violence. 

The featured keynote speakers are Hotel Rwanda's Paul Rusesabagina and the Apprentice's Marshawn Evans.  Other events include a Town Meeting, professional development series, workshops and more.

For more information, visit www.ycwa.org/youthcon, or contact Pat Hedrick at 720-913-4615 or at patrick.hedrick@ci.denver.co.us.

Community Forum on Development in Established Neighborhoods

There will be a Community Forum on Wednesday, March 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Webb Municipal Office Building, 201 West Colfax Avenue.

This will be a community conversation to answer questions related to residential development and rezoning:

 --  What is Blueprint Denver's vision for established residential areas called Areas of Stability?

 --  How effective have past zoning fixes been, such as the "pop-top" ordinance and "Quick Wins I and II," in addressing residential development issues?

 --  What tools are available now and how can they be used?

 --  How might the citywide Zoning Code Update address residential development issues?

A panel of representatives from the Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation (INC), Denver's Community Planning and Development, Denver Board of Realtors and Homebuilders Association of Metropolitan Denver will discuss policies, procedures and effectiveness of various regulatory approaches.  A range of topics will be covered including R-3 to R-2 and R-2 to R-1 rezonings, legislative zoning map amendments, "pattern books," overlay districts (such as landmark preservation) and demolition permit process improvements.  After the panel discussion, the forum will conclude with a question and answer session.

RSVPs are encouraged.  For more information, contact Valentina Guereca at 720-865-3223 or at valentina.guereca@ci.denver.co.us.

Community Meeting Calendar

A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

The "Residents" page is new since the roll-out of the redesigned City website, and the "Community Meeting Calendar" is on the right side of the webpage.  The "Residents" page can be accessed from any place on www.denvergov.org via the red bar that runs across every webpage.

New Administrative Aide Caitlin Quander

If you come by or call my office, you may meet someone new!  She is my new Administrative Aide Caitlin Quander.  She is a student at University of Denver Law School and keeps herself very busy.  Caitlin is originally from Billings, Montana, and attended college at University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington.  Caitlin will be working 20 hours a week, plus evening meetings in the District. We are really happy to have her aboard and think she’ll be a true asset to District 10.  She is very excited to learn more about District 10 and its many active constituents.  

Public Hearings

City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.

· Public Hearing for C.B. 54 – Monday, March 5, 2007.  Changes the zoning code language of Chapter 59-96 regarding the R-3 controlled bulk plane, adjusting it to match the less restrictive R-0, R-1, R-2, or R-2B bulk planes.  
· Public Hearing for C.B. 55- Monday, March 5, 2007.  Changes the zoning classification for portions of the 1300 blocks of Madison and Monroe streets from R-3 to R-2.  
· Public Hearing for C.B. 92- Monday, March 5, 2007.  Refers a ballot question to voters for the regular city and county election on May 1, 2007 regarding whether the Charter of the City and County of Denver should be amended to require that a candidate for election to the office of at-large councilmember receive a majority vote for election to either of the two at-large council seats, to require a runoff election for at-large candidates who do not receive a majority vote at the general election, and to make other conforming amendments to the Charter.  Currently, candidates run for both at-large council seats at the same time and the 2 candidates with the highest number of votes receive the positions.  

· Public Hearing for C.B. 86– Monday, March 27, 2007 Changes the zoning of 200 and 500 West Colfax from B-8-G to PUD to accommodate the new Justice Center project. 
· Public Hearing for C.B. 88 – Monday, March 26, 2007 Changes the zoning of described parcels in the 1400 blocks of Milwaukee and Fillmore from R-3 to  R-2 
Upcoming Events Calendar
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Mon

5
	City Council weekly meeting

Public Hearings on C.B. 54, 55 & 92 
	
	

	Tues

6
	Children’s Museum of Denver Free Admission 
	4-8 pm
	2121 Children's Museum Drive

	Wed
7
	Residential Development Community Forum
	6 pm
	Webb Municipal Building,
201 W. Colfax

	Wed
7
	Police District 3 
community meeting
	6 pm
	District 3 Police Station,

1625 S. University

	Thu

8
	Parkway Policy Changes
	6:15 pm
	Montclair Civic Center,

6820 E. 12th Ave.

	Thu
8
	Parks Alcohol Policy 
public hearing
	7 pm
	Montclair Civic Building,
6820 E. 12th Ave.

	Sat
10
	Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation (INC) monthly meeting
	9 am
	Tattered Cover Bookstore,
2526 E. Colfax

	Sun 11
	Spring Ahead One Hour for Daylight Savings Time

	Wed

14
	Main Street Public Meeting
	6:30 pm
	Webb Municipal Building,

201 W. Colfax 4th Floor Room 6

	Sat

24
	Denver Botanic Gardens Free Admission
	2005 York Street

	Mon  26
	Cesar Chavez Day -- City Holiday

	Tues

27
	City Council weekly meeting

Public Hearings on C.B. 86 & 88
	5:30 pm
	City and County Building, 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451 


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  http://denvergov.org/newsletter.asp?depid=1678.

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line*

