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Infrastructure Task Force

Talk about a big decision…After nearly a year of study, the administration and a task force of city leaders, city staff, and consultants appointed by the Mayor are ready to present their recommendations for maintaining our city’s infrastructure…and then some!

If there’s one city public meeting that you go to in the next four years, it should be one of these meetings.  The decisions that grow out of your input will affect your tax bill and the kind of city you will be living in for years to come

In addition to recommending an ongoing maintenance mill levy of 2.5 mills, the Executive Committee of the Infrastructure Priorities Task Force gave  the following bond projects in District 10 a green light:.

· Restoration of Historic Features at Civic Center - $9.5 million 
· Botanic Gardens - $18.6 million 
· Pedestrian Improvements along Colfax and 14th from Broadway to Speer to “green” these grand avenues - $8.5 million

· Pedestrian and transit amenities along Colfax Avenue from Grant to St. Paul - $4,000 
It’s great to see an emphasis on pedestrian improvements!

                                                                                                                                 

Projects earlier considered for District 10 that got the “wait” signal were:

· Recreation Center Planning and Land Acquisition - $11 million*

· District 6 Police Station and Parking Garage - $23 million

· Cheesman Park improvements – pedestrian paths, traffic calming, and enhancement of area between the Botanic Gardens gate and the Cheesman Pavilion.- $1.2 million**

I had worked hard to get the recreation center planning & land acquisition as well as the Cheesman Park enhancements included on the list of recommendations that went to the Executive Committee. *However, the Executive Committee did not include any recreation center planning or improvements.  **They deferred all of the Parks projects, totaling $65 million citywide; they then included a placeholder of $30 million on the funding list and asked the Department to prioritize its top $30 million expenditures.  

Now it’s your turn.  We need to hear your recommendations on what’s in and what’s out and what you’re willing to pay for.  District 10 has some of the best voter turnout in the City, so let’s figure out what we can all support!  I’ll see you at the June 14th meeting at National Jewish.
Infrastructure Priorities Task Force Community Meetings Schedule

Please note that all meetings below will be held from 6:30-8:30 pm.

	Region
	Meeting Venue
	Date

	Far Northeast
	Montbello Rec Center

Multipurpose Room

15555 E. 53rd Ave.

Denver, CO  80239
	June 12 

	Northwest
	St. Anthony Central Hospital

Auditorium A

4231 W. 16th Ave. 

Denver, CO  80204
	June 7 

	Central/Northeast
	National Jewish Hospital

Rooms 103,104, 105

1400 Jackson St.

Denver, CO  80206
	June 14

	Southeast
	Dist. 3 Police Station

Community Room

1625 S. University Blvd.

Denver, CO  80210
	June 6

	Southwest
	Brentwood United Methodist Church

1899 S Irving St. 

Denver, CO  80219
	June 13


Don’t Miss the Capitol Hill People’s Fair!

36 Years of Celebrating Community

The Capitol Hill People’s Fair is a great community celebration.  It was first organized to raise awareness about the social service organizations, non-profits, vendors, merchants, restaurants and musicians within Greater Capitol Hill and is produced by Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods, Inc. (CHUN), a registered Denver neighborhood organization.  Over the years, CHUN and the People’s Fair have given back over $900,000 to the Greater Capitol Hill community through grants to non-profit organizations and proceeds from the sale of tickets and beverages at the People’s Fair.  This year the proceeds will support renovation of the Tears McFarlane House on the edge of Cheesman Park so that it can become a true community center.
Voted Denver’s “Best Annual Festival – City” by the readers of the Rocky Mountain News (“Top of the Rocky” awards), the CHUN Capitol Hill People’s Fair is one of the largest two-day festivals in the country with over 250,000 fairgoers, and is one of Colorado’s longest-running outdoor urban festivals featuring handmade arts & crafts, food from local restaurants, a kids and family area, a wine pavilion and live local entertainment.  Highlighting this year’s entertainment line-up is a Sunday afternoon performance by Hazel Miller on the CHUN Main Stage. 

Our office loves the People’s Fair.  I’ll be there – looking for that great custom-made cowboy sink I saw last year (you can find almost anything). And here’s a personal plug – my new son-in-law’s band “12 Cents for Marvin” will be playing once again at 1:30 on the main stage.  The People’s Fair truly has something for everyone.
Motorcycle Noise

One of the things I heard when I first ran for office four years ago was “What can you do about motorcycle noise?”   When spring and summer come and we open our windows to the great Denver outdoors, suddenly the thunder of a motorcycle roars in.   With so many busy streets in District 10, the problem is pretty universal here.  What I have learned is that while motorcycles are required by federal law to meet certain minimal noise requirements, owners do remove mufflers, including the EPA symbol that says the motorcycle is in compliance with approved noise levels.  Up until now, all we could do to enforce violations of noise levels was place a traffic officer with a noise monitor on a busy street.  Noise monitors are expensive and take special training to operate – to say nothing of taking a police officer’s time in sitting and monitoring the noise.  

So after several years of study, Denver Department of Environmental Health is proposing to amend the vehicle noise section of the municipal code to:

1.   Require a mandatory EPA certification stamp on its muffler or muffler system.

2. Make motorcycle muffler modification illegal. 

3. Maximum allowable sound pressure levels for motor vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds (most frequently affecting motorcycles) is 81 dB(A) with a 25 foot measuring distance from the vehicle (bringing in to compliance with federal standards).

4. Maximum allowable sound pressure levels for motor vehicles weighing more than 10,000 is 90 dB(A) and measured with a 50 foot distance.

  

What this means is that when a motorcycle sounds too loud --“reasonable suspicion” -- an officer can stop the driver and look for the EPA symbol and whether the muffler has been modified.  This enforcement method will save time and money and stop many more overly loud motorcycles.   Council has been invited to a demonstration of sound differences before our meeting next Monday and I plan to be there.  

Save the Date for Events in Cheesman Park

You will want to save these dates!

· 1st Annual July 4th Children’s Parade sponsored by the Cheesman Park Advocacy Group and Councilwoman Robb: bring your bikes, trikes, wagons & scooters to the Pavilion for the parade starting at 10 am!  Volunteers needed – E-mail Colleen Dyer,
Committee Chair @ dyercol@aol.com if you can help. 
· Movie in Cheesman  July 20th , “Finding Neverland” beginning at dusk
· Colorado Symphony July 25th, 6:30 pm. (Rain date is July 26th) After 10 years absence, the Colorado Symphony had a terrific performance last summer.  The event was very successful & we are thrilled they are returning again this summer! 

· Denver Municipal Band August 26th ,  6:30pm
Fillmore Plaza – What’s New?

Not quite a year ago, the community gathered at Good Shepherd Church to hear the outcome of planning for the future of pedestrian and Fillmore Plaza improvements in Cherry Creek.  A stakeholder group had been meeting for months to build a consensus on some basic design principles.  As I’m sure you know, the bond issue to pay for such improvement passed by the narrowest of margins last November and Cherry Creek North has a new executive director (Julie Bender).  The Board has been re-engaging in long range and financial planning before moving forward on any improvements.

Nonetheless, the City has found funds for safety and design improvements to the First and Fillmore crossing connecting Cherry Creek Mall with Cherry Creek North.  The improvements will include narrowing the crossing so cars know where to stop, more plantings, new pavement design, and countdown lights (so you know how much time you have to cross).

And developments on both sides of the plaza are beginning to rise.  On the west side, the North Creek development has proposed a grand stair, providing a direct connection from Fillmore Plaza to nearly 200 much needed parking spaces available to the public 24 hours per day, seven days a week. The location of the stair at the center of Fillmore Plaza will result in visitors and shoppers beginning and ending their Cherry Creek North experience at Fillmore Plaza The stair is designed to be orient the visitor to the District and will be unique to this location - a memorable beginning and end of a trip to Cherry Creek. It will be owned and maintained by NorthCreek Management and will be constructed with a quality and durability that is commensurate with the over all development and the neighborhood. The developers hope that over time the stair will become a “peacemaking” landmark in The District.

One of the challenges the Fillmore Working Group faced in envisioning the future of the plaza was how to bring enough people to the plaza to entice the restaurants and retail shops that would sustain the plaza as Cherry Creek’s town square.  The stair certainly addresses that issue.

The only concern we heard was that the stair would protrude into the plaza, but after discussion with some concerned citizens, North Creek will reduce the protrusion from 10 feet to 5 feet. There will also be direct elevator access from the Plaza via a glass elevator.  Bringing people right into the plaza, the lighting in the parking garage, and the glass on the elevator will all enhance the safety of the plaza.
As work finishes on both sides of the Plaza, the Plaza will need restoration so very preliminary discussions are starting now about the final design and how to implement it (perhaps in stages).  As public right-of-way, the Plaza belongs to the citizens of the City and County of Denver.  At the same time, any of the design and any improvements to the Plaza will be paid for by the Cherry Creek North property owners.  That’s why our jointly developed principles are so important.  The Cherry Creek Steering Committee and the surrounding neighborhood organizations will be briefed and able to give input as the design progresses.

The Colfax Cultivators
We hope you’ve noticed the addition of the beautiful flowers in front of shops along Colfax – courtesy of, and through the hard work of, the Colfax Cultivators and Front Range Services!  They are a group of people, headed by Helen Strader, owner of the Adagio Bed & Breakfast, who have taken on this tradition of beautifying Colfax with flowers after the Colfax BID said budget constraints would no longer allow them to fund this effort.  While the group purchased the materials for cost, and Front Range has agreed to do the watering and maintenance at cost, that total cost is about $7,000 -- an amount they are still trying to raise.  So, if you enjoy and appreciate this amenity, please consider making a donation to this effort by calling Helen Strader at 303-370-6911. 

Summer of Reading at Denver Public Library

Did you know that a child's reading skills begin to falter over summer vacation?  According to the U.S. Department of Education, many kids lose up to three months of reading skills at a time when they most need to develop lifelong reading habits.  

With that in mind, the Denver Public Library proudly presents Summer of Reading and Teen Summer of Reading 2007 -- programs designed to encourage children, teens and parents to continue reading during crucial non-school months.  This year the Summer Reading Program will begin on Saturday, May 19, and runs through Saturday, July 21, to provide Denver metro area students plenty of incentives and summer fun for kids and their parents during the 9-week break!  

 

The program encourages children and teens to read during the summer vacation from school by offering rewards such as tickets to the zoo, sporting events, as well as free books or journals.  Children earn a prize for each two-hour period in which they read or have a parent read to them. Grand prizes can be earned for reading 20 books or the equivalent of 10 hours of reading.  Teens also can earn up to five prizes for the five books they are encouraged to read or listen to in audio format (e.g., MP3 player, CD, tape).

 

A comprehensive list of events taking place throughout the Summer of Reading program is available online at www.summerofreading.org or at any Denver Public Library location.  All programs are free and open to the public.  Summer of Reading Sponsors include Denver Zoo, Denver Parks and Recreation, KDEN-TV, Telemundo, Colorado Rapids, Colorado History Museum, Radio Disney, DELL, Elitch Gardens, Kids Directory, KOSI 101, Rocky Mountain News, Colorado Rockies Baseball Club and El Semanario.
Morey Neighborhood Center—Spring/Summer Classes

Morey Neighborhood Center

14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School)

Spring/Summer Schedule

Indoor Pool, Weight Room, Gym

Mondays and Wednesdays

5:00 – 7:30 pm

Drop in anytime – no advance registration necessary

$3 Adults    $2 Seniors    $1 Kids

Pilates – register now!
Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 pm ($60)

Session 2:  June 18 – July 30 (no class July 2)

Yoga – register now!
Wednesdays, 6:00 – 7:15 ($60)

Session 2: June 20 – August 1 (no class July 4)

And . . . Swim Lessons for kids (Parent/Child, Preschool, Low Beginner, and more) 

Session 1: June 10, 2007 – July 8, 2007 (5 sessions)

Session 2: July 15, 2007 – August 12, 2007 (5 sessions)

Call to register – (720)424-0791 or 

e-mail moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org
Fall Planning

MNC is interested in YOUR feedback!  We are planning the fall schedule and would like to know what you would like to see offered at Morey Neighborhood Center.  Please e-mail us with your comments, suggestions, etc. - moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org
Parks & Rec Camps
Denver-CAMP 

Sign your kids up for a new and exciting summer camp for incoming 4th – 8th graders!!  Kids can choose from a variety of cool activities, including computers, soccer, tennis, basketball, kickball, science, literature, art, swimming, girls’ empowerment, and more.  On Fridays they’ll go on Field Trips with Boy Scouts, Denver Parks and Recreation, and Camp Fire USA.  For more information about this incredible opportunity, and to register, contact Denver Parks and Recreation, Community Recreation Dept., at 720-865-0847/0846.

Location:  Morey Middle School

Dates: June 11 – July 20 (Session 1: June 11- 29, Session 2: July 2-20)

7:00 am – 9:000 am – Before camp care

9:00 am – 4:10 pm – Camp activities, lunch, and snack

4:10 pm – 5:30 pm – After camp care
Cost: $30 per session

Hints to Prevent Flooding
After May 14, 2007’s heavy rainfall and flooding we thought that we would provide some hints on how to reduce the possibility of flooding on your streets.  According to Denver’s Public Works Wastewater Management, rain in the Denver metro area on May 14 registered between .50” and 1.00”.  That amount of rainfall in a timeframe of approximately 45 is minutes generally experienced once every 25 years.  However, the amount of rainfall that evening that occurred in the first 10-15 minutes of the storm equated to an amount that happens once every 50 years.  Wastewater Management worked around the clock to control localized flooding in Denver.

Here are some hints to help reduce the possibility of flooding on your street:

· A challenge that complicates efforts to clear storm sewers is the overturning of purple recycling bins and black trash bins (also known as “black barrels”) as a result of the intense weather conditions. The contents of the bins ultimately end up in the storm sewers, often congesting and obstructing the water flow.  To assist efforts in clearing the storm sewers, residents should try to move their recycling and trash bins away from the curbside during heavy rainfall and/or windy conditions. 
· To report localized flooding on residential streets or major intersections in Denver, please call 311. 
City Council Meetings and News

City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.

Call for Nominations
DENVER—Mayor John Hickenlooper and the Monte Pascoe Civic Leadership Award Committee are seeking nominations for the 2007 Monte Pascoe Civic Leadership Award. 

Monte Pascoe Civic Leadership Award Committee reviews all nominations and selects the recipient. The award will be presented to the nominee who has best demonstrated:

· Extraordinary service to family success, community improvement and international understanding; 

· Encouragement and belief in others who seek to contribute to the community; 

· Fighting for justice and equal educational opportunity for all people; and 

· A willingness to assume responsibility for leadership. 

For nomination form or more information, email Anthony Aragon, Director of Boards and Commissions at anthony.aragon@denvergov.org
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	
	
	
	

	June
	Audio Picnic Free Concert Series
	
	www.denvergov.org/audiopicnic

	June 2-3
	People’s Fair
	10 am- 7 pm
	Civic Center Park



	June 4
	Parks outdoor pools open
	
	All City Parks outdoor pools

	June 4
	Public hearing on proposed noise ordinance
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chamber, 

1437 Bannock, 4th Floor

	June 9
	Summer of Peace sponsored by Denver Police & PRODIGAL SON INITIATIVE, INC
	4 -8 pm
	Hiawatha Davis Rec Center

33rd and Holly St.

	June 9
	Mayor’s Neighborhood Conference
	8:30 am – 2:30 pm
	West  High School – 951 Elati St

	June 11
	City Council Meeting

Public Hearings: 

· 1700 -1718 E. 6th Ave, rezoned  from  R-2 to PUD 
· Amends Landmark 

Preservation Ordinance: adds periods of significance

for 6 existing hist. districts


	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

	June 13
	CHUN public meeting

 Cheesman Park bus stop removal
	7 pm – 8:30 pm
	Tear MacFarlane

1290 Williams St

	June 14
	Happy on the Hill
	5-7 pm
	Adagio Bed & Breakfast 

1430 Race Street 

	June 14
	Infrastructure Task Force Community meeting 
	6:30 – 8:30 pm
	National Jewish Center – Room 103 

	June 16
	Arts Education Summit
	9 am – 4 pm
	7111 Montview Blvd.

For more info and free registration

www.denvergov.org/artsedsummit

	June 24
	Pride Fest Parade
	9:30 am – 12:30 pm
	Cheesman Park to Civic Center

	June 27
	Bike to Work Day!
	
	Breakfast Stations throughout city!

Drcog.org/btwd2007 


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/Newsletter/tabid/383035/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.

