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A Clean Slate for Capitol Hill
Please join Councilwoman Robb and other Capitol Hill volunteers for a coordinated graffiti removal project this Saturday, January 6.

We’ll meet at Panera Bread (1350 Grant Street) at 9 am and work block by block, alley by alley to remove and fight graffiti in the area from Downing to Sherman, 13th to 17th Avenues.  We’ll bring paint, supplies, and instructions if you’ll bring the energy and commitment.  We’ll end at Councilwoman Robb’s office for hot cider and a debriefing on our efforts.

An Election Commission or a Clerk and Recorder?
At the regularly scheduled Council meeting on December 26, City Council voted to hold a special mail ballot election on January 30 to determine whether the Charter should be changed to replace the Election Commission with an Elected Clerk and Recorder.  Currently the Clerk and Recorder is appointed by the Mayor and serves as an election commissioner, with two elected commissioners.  The Office of the Clerk and Recorder is responsible for running municipal, state, and federal elections, for attesting to official acts of the Mayor, and for keeping city records of ordinances, City Council proceedings, contracts, title deeds to property, all official indemnity and security bonds, and other public documents.

Important dates to keep in mind:

1/15/07             Ballot drop-off available at Denver Election Commission main office (303 W. Colfax Avenue, Dept 101)

1/22/07             Ballot drop-off available at all 12 locations (see below for locations in District 10)

1/30/07             Special Municipal Election.

Denver Election Commission Main Office, 303 W. Colfax Avenue, Dept 101

January 15, 2007—January 19, 2007                               8:00am – 5:00pm

January 22, 2007—January 26, 2007                               8:00am – 7:00pm

January 29, 2007                                                           8:00am – 7:00pm

Election Day—January 30, 2007                                     7:00am – 7:00pm

Drive-thru Ballot Drop Off on Election Day 7am – 7pm on Court Place off of Colfax Avenue.

Locations near District 10

District 3 Police Station – 1625 S. University Boulevard

Tattered Cover Book Store – 2526 E. Colfax Avenue

Wellington Webb Building – 201 W. Colfax Avenue

Hours

January 22, 2007—January 26, 2007                               10:00am – 7:00pm

January 29, 2007                                                           10:00am – 7:00pm

Election Day—January 30, 2007                                     7:00am – 7:00pm

Denver Infrastructure Priorities Task Force

Just as homeowners maintain and update the infrastructure of their houses, the City government must care for the infrastructure of buildings like police stations, recreation centers and libraries.

Currently over 110 Denverites, representing neighborhoods, businesses and nonprofit organizations, are working on committees looking at Denver’s infrastructure capital improvements and maintenance needs and how to pay for them.  Over 300 people came to open houses in late October and early November to give the committees input on perceived needs and what types of financing mechanisms were possible.  Go to www.denverinfrastructure.org to learn more and to give your input.

What is the history behind this effort?

Traditionally the City has not had a large enough revenue stream dedicated to keeping our capital assets maintained.  As a result, periodic “catch-up” bond issues have been submitted to the voters to restore our capital assets to functionally acceptable levels.  In 2005, the Mayor’s Infrastructure Study found that Denver was deferring approximately $25.4 million annually (in 2005 dollars) in capital maintenance needed to meet reasonable standards. 
Some of the main reasons the City's capital improvements and maintenance program has fallen behind are:

· The City’s infrastructure has grown as Denver has expanded, and the dollar amounts committed to capital maintenance have not kept pace with this expansion of the asset stock.  In addition, as we have grown, existing assets are experiencing more concentrated use. 
· The main dedicated funding stream for capital improvements (the Occupational Privilege Tax or OPT) has remained static in nominal dollar terms and therefore the real (inflation-adjusted) buying power of this revenue stream has actually decreased 25% over the past 20 years. 
· Because Denver expanded rapidly in the post-war boom of the 1950s, some of the City’s assets recently have reached or exceeded their useful life of approximately 50 years and therefore need to be replaced or rehabilitated. 
A citizens group of finance professionals have been convened to discuss this issue and propose solutions for the future  Some of the ideas being discussed are:

· Change the dedicated annual capital funding sources to ones that keep pace with the increasing costs of construction.  For example, change from the Occupational Privilege Tax to a set proportion of the current property tax. 
· Ask the voters to approve a three mill property tax increase to fund the gap between currently available and required annual capital maintenance funding. 
· Commit future revenue streams that result from the sunset of excise tax obligations, completion of existing tax increment financing payments to Denver Urban Renewal Authority, repayment of certain other obligations, and from non-committed revenues of the new Convention Center Hotel.  Use these increased revenue streams exclusively for infrastructure maintenance on an annual, on-going basis. 
· Add staff or contract workers to provide the capacity to initiate (and complete where possible) annually-funded capital projects in the year of funding. 
· Invest in asset condition management data systems to keep inventory, condition, and other data in real time, as well as keep maintenance records and provide replacement schedules. 
· Every four years, update and review the City’s capital asset inventories and condition assessments to determine if standards are being met at the available funding level.  Adjust funding goals depending on the results of this quadrennial reassessment. 
· Continue to use proceeds from sale of property to fund “catch-up” capital expenditures and keep up an aggressive asset disposition program.  This could raise between $250,000 and $1,000,000 annually, on average. 
The goal is to allow the City to bring all asset categories up to targeted standards over the next 10 to 12 years and provide a means to maintain them at that level with as little tax impact as possible.

An Infrastructure Priorities Task Force member can come to your next association meeting to have a dialogue with your group about the important work they’re engaged in.  If you are interested please contact:  Amber Callender, Neighborhood Liaison to the Mayor’s Office at 720-865-9051 or email her at Amber.Callender@ci.denver.co.us. 

Another round of public meetings concerning project lists will be held lat this month of early in February.  The Task Force welcomes your feedback.  Please visit www.denverinfrastructure.org to join the discussions, and to share your ideas.

Proposed Sidewalk/Curb Ramp Construction Rules and Regulations
A meeting held by Public Works seeking public input in response to proposed new rules and regulations related to sidewalks was held on Wednesday December 13, 2006.  With about 200 people in attendance, interest and feedback was plentiful.  While everyone agreed that the city needs a better sidewalk policy to promote easier access for pedestrians, and most especially for handicapped individuals, the proposed solution as presently written was generally not embraced.  After much public testimony by a variety of individuals from different areas of the city weighing in with different ideas, Jason Longsdorf, Project Manager from Public Works, along with individuals representing the Planning Dept. & Parks & Recreation concluded they would need to take the public input back for another “in-house” discussion before proceeding any further with the present proposal.  Both I and Councilwoman Johnson requested that additional public meetings be held as Public Works moves forward with this or any other proposal related to sidewalk policies. 

The proposed rules and regulations are available at the office of the City Clerk or online at www.denvergov.org/publicworks and clicking on sidewalk policy or by calling Jason Longsdorf at 720-865-3162.

Demolition Task Force Review

On November 27th City Council unanimously passed the proposal for review of potentially historic properties before demolition could occur. The proposal grew out of a Task Force created last summer which included a diverse group of stakeholders.  Agreement was reached on the following provisions for review of demolition permit applications and for issuance of the 5-year certificate waiving review of any demolition permit application.

Demolition Application Review Process
· Upon receipt of any demolition permit application, the Building Department forwards application to LPC (Landmark Preservation Commission) staff. 
· LPC has 10 days to investigate the structure and determine if it might meet designation criteria. 

· If structure is found not to meet criteria, LPC immediately (does not wait the full 10 days) notifies the Building Department and demolition permit may be issued. 
· If 2nd filter of investigation (see below) determines that the structure has potential for designation, property is posted (21 calendar days) and notification of demolition permit application and LPC determination that the structure potentially meets designation criteria is sent to: 
· Applicant for demolition 
· Property owner 
· Registered Neighborhood Organizations [RNOs] within 200 feet 
· District and At-Large Council members 
· Appropriate historic preservation organizations 
· If no designation application and fee are submitted to LPC staff within the 21 days, the Building Dept. is notified and the demolition permit may be issued. 
· If designation application and fee are submitted, the demolition permit application is stayed and the regular LPC designation review process begins. 

Certificate Process

· Upon receipt of application for a Certificate, LPC staff has 10 days to investigate the structure and determine if it might meet designation criteria. 

· If structure is found not to meet criteria, LPC immediately (does not wait the full 10 days) notifies the applicant and Certificate is issued. 
· If 2nd filter of investigation (see below) determines that structure has potential for designation, property is posted 21 calendar days and notification of Certificate application and LPC determination that the structure potentially meets designation criteria is sent to: 
1. Applicant for Certificate 
2. Property owner 
3. Registered Neighborhood Organizations [RNOs] within 200 feet 
4. District and At-Large Council members 
5. Appropriate historic preservation organizations 
· If no designation application and fee are submitted to LPC staff within the 21 days, the applicant is notified and Certificate is issued.  The structure can be demolished anytime during a 5 year period. 
· If designation application and fee are submitted, the Certificate application is stayed and the regular LPC designation review process begins. 

LPC Investigation Process

1st filter:             Consider: Photograph, year of construction, general knowledge of neighborhood development.

2nd filter:            Search: Assessor’s records, State Historical Society; DPL Western History & Genealogy, GIS historic map collection, historic building inventories (1981, 1986), etc.

Neighborhood Re-Registration with the City of Denver for 2007
Registered neighborhood organizations receive notification of applications for rezoning, liquor and cabaret licenses, noise variances and other important matters so please re-register your neighborhood organization now with the City of Denver.  Please note: previously registered groups must re-register each year.  Deadline for registration is January 31st.  You may register at the following address:   http://www.denvergov.org/Neighborhood_Response/template22297.asp or for more information please contact:  Julius Zsako, Communications Director, Denver Community Planning and Development 720.865.2969 or julius.zsako@ci.denver.co.us
Treecycle Your Tree After the Holidays

Denver Recycles, a program of Solid Waste Management, will be collecting Christmas trees for recycling starting next Tuesday, January 2nd.  All Denver residents whose trash is collected by Denver Public Works/Solid Waste Management may participate.
Denver Recycles' annual Treecycle program will recycle thousands of Christmas trees into mulch again this holiday season.  Treecycle helps the City of Denver avoid using landfill space and paying disposal fees for a valuable, recyclable resource—Christmas trees.  More than 20,000 trees were ground into mulch and reclaimed by Denver residents at last spring’s “Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and Leafdrop Compost Sale.”
To Treecycle, (1) Remove all decorations, tinsel, nails, stands and bags from your tree.  Sorry, artificial or flocked trees cannot be recycled.  (2) Set your tree out for collection as follows depending on the type of trash collection service you have:

Trash Can and Barrel Customers:  Set your tree at least 4 feet away from your trash container by 7 AM on your scheduled trash day during either the week of January 2nd or the week of January 8th.  Call 3-1-1 if your tree has not been picked up by 3 PM on your trash day during the week of January 8th.
Dumpster Customers:  Set out your tree by 7 AM, on either Tuesday, January 2 or Monday, January 8.  Place the tree just behind your property on the edge of the alley and make sure the tree is not placed up against the dumpster.  DO NOT place trees in the dumpsters.  Call 3-1-1 if your tree has not been collected by 3 PM on Thursday, January 11th. 
Residents may call Denver Recycles at 720-865-6810 after April 1, 2007 for more information on when the “2007 Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and Leafdrop Compost Sale” will be held.

For more information about Treecycle and other Denver Recycles programs visit www.Denvergov.org/DenverRecycles or call 720-865-6810.
New Year Hours at the Denver Public Library
In January, the Denver Public Library will increase its hours of operation, adding 52 hours to its weekly schedule.  In 2006, due to budgetary shortfalls, the Library system decreased its open hours by 5 percent, to help meet the target budget.

For several years, the down turn of the economy reduced operations and spending budgets for all City Agencies; 2007 marks the first in recent years, for which increases have been possible.

The Denver Public Library's 2007 General Fund Budget is $29,910,800 for 2007; the Library received an increase of $808,000 and 17.5 FTE (from 2006) to implement the additional hours.  Enabling:

· Increased hours of public service in some branch library locations; 
· Increased staffing to accommodate new hours; 
· Increased technology and capital improvement budgets 
Beginning the week of Monday, Jan. 2, 2007, the libraries in District 10, will be open:

Denver Central Library:  Will be open 4 more hours a week for a total of 56 hours

Monday and Tuesday                            10am to 8pm

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday               10am to 6pm

Saturday                                               9am to 5pm

Sunday                                                 1pm to 5pm

Cherry Creek Library:  Was open 40 hours in 2006 and will remain the same for 2007.

Monday and Friday                               10am to 6pm

Tuesday and Wednesday                      noon to 8pm

Saturday                                               9am to 5pm

Thursday and Sunday                            CLOSED

For additional details about the Denver Public Library's 2007 General Fund Operating Budget, call 720 865 2044.

Visit Denver Public Library Online at www.denverlibrary.org or call (720) 865-1111, for a complete schedule of Library hours and locations, including 2007 closure information and the Bookmobile schedule.

Running with the Irish Snug
The Irish Snug invites you to join their Running Club which meet at the pub (1201 E. Colfax, on Colfax Between Lafayette and Marion) on Thursday evenings (Saturday and Sunday mornings during the winter).

They set off on a 5K run up around Cheeseman at 6.30pm each week, on a route that is previously mapped out.  Then they return to the Snug, where the runners are treated to a free appetizer buffet, and on a runner’s 5th run, he or she will receive a free running shirt with the club’s logo on it.

Contact Frank McLaughlin at the Snug to join up or for more information: 303-839-1394.
And don’t forget the 2nd Annual Colfax Marathon on May 20, 2007!
Reminder: Park People’s 2007 Denver Digs Trees Program

The Park People, a non-profit organization, preserves, enhances, and advocates for Denver’s parks, recreation resources, open space and urban forest.  Through the Denver Digs Trees program, they offer free and low-cost trees to Denver residents for planting along the public right of way every spring.  Denver Digs Trees distribution day is Saturday, April 21st.  A tree sale will be held in conjunction with tree distribution day for those wishing to plant trees on private property. (Starting at 9:30am)  Trees will be distributed at six distribution sites across Denver from 8:00am to 11:00am.  They are offering drought-hardy tree species that are best suited to Denver’s dry climate:

Burgundy Belle Maple

Ginkgo Biloba

Prospector Elm

Redmond Linden

Sycamore Maple

English Oak

Japanese Pagoda Tree and Turkish Filbert.

Trees are $20 each.  Free trees are available to residents unable to cover the $20 per tree cost, regardless of the neighborhood they live in.

The program goal is to increase over-all tree canopy to 18% across Denver (it is currently at 6%). 

If everyone in Denver planted one tree there’d be 500,000 new trees across the city.

Denver residents may call 303-722-6262 or email info@theparkpeople.org for more information.

Public Hearings

City Council meets every Monday at 5:30pm at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed.

* City Council will hold a courtesy public hearing on accepting a grant from HUD for 17 units of housing for people with HIV and Aids on Dunkeld Place in Highlands on January 22nd.

* Planning Board will hold a public hearing on an application to rezone sections of the 1400 block of Fillmore and Milwaukee from R-3 to R-2 on January 17 in room 4.F.6 in the Wellington Webb Municipal Building at 201 W. Colfax.  Please call our office for more information: 303-377-1807.

Upcoming Events
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

* 18th Annual Blossom of Light—from December 2 to January 21 at the Denver Botanic Gardens.  For more information visit: www.botanicgardens.org or call 720-865-3500.

* Public Meeting to discuss NW corner of 6th & Logan—Thursday, January 4 beginning at 6:30pm at the Colorado Restaurant Association , 430 E. 7th Avenue (at Pennsylvania).  Eric Wilt, who wishes to develop a mixed-use project at 6th and Logan has scheduled a meeting to communicate his vision, answer questions from the public and listen to neighborhood concerns.  For more information contact Brittany Morris:  303-592-5458 or bmorris@crlassociates.com. 

* Capitol Hill Graffiti Removal—Saturday, January 6 at 9 a.m beginning at Panera Bread (1350 Grant Street).  Hope you can join us!

* Happy on the Hill & Fax Partnership joint meeting—Wednesday, January 10, 5:30pm to 7:30pm at The Elm Bar & Grille, 5001 E. Colfax Avenue at Elm.  The public is welcome to this monthly “meet ‘n greet” event where people can connect informally and learn about Colfax business, revitalization and services.  For more information call: 303-832-2086.

* District Three 1st Annual District Three Crime Summit—Saturday, January 20 from 8:00am to 4:00pm at the District 3 Police Station (1625 S. University Blvd.)  Contact Officer Phil Epple for more information and to reserve your spot:  720-913-1178 or email: epplep@ci.denver.co.us
* 7th Avenue Neighborhood Association Meeting—Tuesday, January 23 at 7pm at the Good Sheppard Church (7th Avenue and Elizabeth).

* Capitol Hill  Stakeholders Group—Wednesday, February 28 at 7pm at the Pathways Church (formerly Temple Events Center) 1595 Pearl Street.  Meeting to discuss update on Crime Task Force.

This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  http://denvergov.org/newsletter.asp?depid=1678.  

* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line*
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