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Denver Civic Center
As noted in the papers last week, the Board of the Colorado Historical Society voted to end consideration of a new history museum in Civic Center Park.  Furthermore, they have extended their search beyond the urban core and the Civic Center Cultural hub.  While I understand the opposition to a new building in Civic Center Park, I think that locating the museum outside the Civic Center district is not good for Denver and not good for the museum.   I continue to work with the administration and the Museum to be sure they stay near our museum district.
Please click here to visit my website to learn more about the history and discussion surrounding the possibility of the Colorado History Museum being relocated in the Civic Center, view the letter from the Board of the Colorado Historical Society, and learn more about the history of the Civic Center and view the Civic Center Master Plan.   
On a bright note, this summer the Civic Center Conservancy will sponsor Shakespeare at Civic Center the evenings of July 17, 18, 19 and 20 with a local performance group No Holds Bards.  The Civic Center Cafe & Outdoor Market is tentatively scheduled to begin June 11 and run every Wednesday through September. (minus two Wednesday's in August due to the Taste of Colorado and Democratic Convention).

Additionally, the Colorado History Museum is celebrating Black History Month every Sunday in February with free museum admission and free History Colorado programs that celebrate Colorado’s African Americans. Enjoy crafts and family activities as well as performances and demonstrations. Sponsored by Target.
All activities and presentations are free and take place at the Colorado History Museum, 1300 Broadway, Denver. Visit www.coloradohistory.org for more information or call 303/866-3682.

Recycle 8+ in 10:  District 10 Pilot Program 
Recycling Isn’t Just For Single Family Homes Anymore - “Recycle 8+ in 10” Has Arrived!  Beginning February 3, 2008, my office, in cooperation with Mayor Hickenlooper’s Greenprint Denver Office and Waste Management of Colorado’s Recycle America Division, launched a pilot multifamily housing recycling program in District 10.  The pilot program, entitled “Recycle 8+ in 10,” is intended to increase recycling opportunities for apartment complexes and condominiums.  The program will monitor participation levels and user experience, while ironing out logistics and exploring long-term feasibility.  Currently, Public Works Solid Waste Management service parameters don't permit the collection of garbage or recycling from properties with more than 7 residential units.  Many folks who live in these buildings have contacted me about getting recycling.  Providing recycling for high-rises, condominiums and apartment buildings is a huge challenge, and I view this program as the first step toward addressing this issue.  Denver is a very conscientious community, and Recycling 8+ in 10 supports our efforts to divert more waste from Denver’s landfill.
Up to 10 buildings that contain 8 or more units of varying occupancy levels will be selected from across District 10.  The one-year program will be provided free of charge courtesy of a $5,000 grant from the Waste Management’s community relations fund. 

Please visit my website or click here to the right to view program information, criteria, deadlines and applications.

For more information, please contact Councilwoman Jeanne Robb’s office at 303-377-1807, or Greenprint Denver at 720-865-9017.  
Possible Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance

An organization called “Better Bags Colorado” has contacted my office proposing legislation to reduce the use of plastic and paper grocery shopping bags.  Plastic bags are made with petroleum.  According to “Better Bags,” the petroleum it takes to make 14 plastic grocery bags can power a car for a mile.  The percentage of shopping bags recycled is small and in fact, plastic bags should not be put in recycling bins as they clog the sorters at recycling facilities.  Additionally, paper bags can also be wasteful.  In 1999, 10 billion paper shopping bags were used, consuming 14 million trees.  Although paper bags are biodegradable, 80% of paper bags end up in landfills.  “Better Bags” proposes that supermarkets with annual revenues over two milllion dollars charge a ten cent user fee for each checkout bag, plastic or paper.  Stores would be allowed to keep the ten cent fee to offset accounting and bag costs.  Customers would be encouraged to carry reusable shopping bags (often cloth or net) to carry their groceries in.  As a sidenote, Ireland decreased its use of plastic grocery bags by 90% in one year after enacting a 20 cent use fee on grocery bags.  Additionally, China recently outlawed free distribution of plastic shopping bags effective June 1, 2008.    

I’m interested in what you think:

· Would be willing to carry cloth or other shopping bags instead of being provided a bag at the store?  

· Would you be willing to pay a 10 cent user fee for each plastic or paper bag?

Please click on the link below and complete the survey so that I can get your opinion.  I will post results on my webpage.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=f2OUf03ijNFl_2bEVWqwhVLw_3d_3d 
Central Denver Recreation Center

I wrote my February article for Life on Capitol Hill about locating a central Denver Recreation Center, so I won’t repeat it here.  Please click here if you would like to read it.  Since then, I’ve met briefly with Parks and Recreation to talk about programming at a proposed rec center.  We have to know what we’re building – aquatics, gyms, meeting rooms, fitness – before we know the requirements for the site.  

I do have one correction to the article in Life on Capitol Hill.  I said that a couple of our largest existing rec centers had roughly 25,000 to 27,000 square feet.  Parks and Rec advised me that the chart where I got that information reflected only program space and not entries and circulation square space.  So our largest rec centers are about 50,000 square feet.  
Burglaries of Residential Detached Garages
District 6 of the Denver Police has reported that in the past month, there have been 5 similar burglaries of residential detached garages.  Each crime was committed by an unknown suspect jumping a backyard fence and entering the garage through unlocked doors. These have occurred in an area bordered by Broadway on the west, Stout and E. 23rd Ave. on the North, York on the East, and Sixth on the South. 
 
Please remind your friends and neighbors to lock their doors and windows at all times to avoid this type of crime of opportunity. 
Proposed Change to R-0 and R-1 Zoning
Currently, single family residences predominate in both the R-0 and R-1 zone districts, and right now neither the R-0 nor R-1 district account for or allow duplexes or small multi-unit dwellings.  However, we all know that these exist in our neighborhoods in small numbers.  

In fact, across the city, approximately 780 multi-unit dwellings have been identified in R-0 and R-1 zone districts.  In District 10, the Planning Department’s best count indicates there are 111 of these multi-unit dwellings (86 of these are duplexes), all presumably predating the 1956 zoning ordinance that restricted them.  Since 1956, they have been known as “nonconforming” uses and as such, the owners cannot expand them.  There have been several recent cases where frustrated multi-unit property owners in R-0 and R-1 zone districts have either gained or sought rezoning to PUD or other districts to simply add a garage or a mudroom.  

The proposed change would:

· Make the existing nonconforming multi-unit dwellings conforming and thus, allow them to be expanded, modified, or demolished and rebuilt.

· Prohibit increasing the number of units beyond that which exists today in any multi-unit dwelling existing in an R0 of R1 zone.

· Prohibit expanding the size of the zone lot containing a multi-unit dwelling in an R0 or R1 zone.

· Prohibit any variance to the requirement that there must be 3,000 sq. ft of lot area per dwelling unit on a zone lot

Thus, the proposed change would allow existing duplexes and multi-unit dwellings to expand in size, but not increase the number of units or the size of its zone lot.  Any expansion would have to conform to existing height, bulk, and setback standards that also govern single family dwellings in the R-0 and R-1 districts. 

You can view a PDF of Language Amendment L-1154 by clicking here.  You can also view streaming video of the most recent Blueprint Denver Committee meeting discussing this issue on Denver 8 TV by clicking here and selecting the January 9, 2008 Blueprint Denver Committee meeting.     

I am interested in what you think and what your experience has been.  The public hearing on the proposed language amendment at Denver City Council is scheduled for February 19, 2008.  If you have further questions, please contact my office (303-377-1807) or email me at Jeanne.Robb@denvergov.org.
Denver Office of Cultural Affairs Seeks Applicants for 
New Create Denver Advisory Committee 
The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs (DOCA) is seeking enthusiastic, innovative and civic-minded leaders to participate on the new Create Denver Advisory Committee (CDAC), an outgrowth of the Mayor’s Task Force on Creative Spaces.  The purpose of CDAC is three-fold: 

1. Advise DOCA Senior Economic Development Specialist and Denver Commission on Cultural Affairs on new and ongoing Create Denver initiatives. 

2. Expand Create Denver outreach efforts in Denver’s creative community. 

3. Raise the profile and impact of Create Denver activities. 

For additional information and to apply to serve on CDAC, please visit www.denvergov.org/CreateDenver.  The deadline for applications is Friday, February 15, 2008.

Create Denver exists to support, promote and grow Denver’s creative sector.  It includes policy recommendations, programmatic initiatives, technical assistance and advocacy.  
Denver Office of Cultural Affairs Creative Enterprises Revolving Loan Fund 

Maximum Loan Amount Increases to $40,000 in 2008
The Denver Office of Cultural Affairs (DOCA), in partnership with the Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) and Micro Business Development Corporation (MBD), announced that the maximum loan amount for the Creative Enterprises Revolving Loan Fund (CERLF) has increased from $20,000 in 2007 to $40,000 for 2008.
In 2007, DOCA, OED and MBD formed a ground-breaking collaboration providing access to relevant and flexible business capital for Denver’s creative entrepreneurs through the CERLF.  The CERLF is administered by MBD and financed through Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds with an annual pool of $100,000 from which to draw.  

Accomplishments from the pilot year of the CERLF program include: 

· Service to over 44 creative business clients

· Receipt of 15 loan applications totaling $216,000 in requests

· Approval of nine loans totaling $97,500 to creative businesses in Denver County

· Loan decisions in an average of four weeks 

· Maintenance/creation of approximately 22 jobs

· Repayment rate of 100%

About the Creative Enterprises Revolving Loan Fund (CERLF) 
The Creative Enterprises Revolving Loan Fund (CERLF) offers creative enterprises in the City and County of Denver access to affordable and flexible business capital to increase income and build assets.  Creative enterprises are defined as nonprofit organizations and for-profit businesses that produce or sell fine art, photographic and graphic art, performance art, handcraft and design, literary art and media.

A CERLF loan may be used for business personal property, income generation (access to markets) and some space renovation.  The loan applicant must be a resident of or establish their business in the City and County of Denver, and preference is given to individuals with low wealth or artists with disabilities.  Rates and terms vary depending on the loan amount. 

The CERLF is funded by the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program through a joint effort of the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs (DOCA), Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) and Micro Business Development Corporation (MBD).  For more information on the CERLF, including rates and terms, visit MBD’s Web site at www.microbusiness.org/creative or call 303-308-8121. 

Ice in Gutters and Alleys
Each winter, my office and the City and County of Denver receives calls regarding snow-plow operations and ice accumulation in the gutters along the streets.  The Department of Public Works responds to these inquiries in several ways.  While the Street Maintenance Division is directly responsible for snow and ice removal, these situations can also be an indication of other infrastructure issues, which can involve internal cooperation and coordination with several Divisions within the Department of Public Works.  I have included several of the frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) developed by Public Works in order to help residents understand the City and County of Denver’s policies and practices regarding snow and ice removal, the causes of ice accumulation, suggestions for prevention and possible solutions, and contacts to have the problem addressed.  To learn more about this issue and to view the entire list of FAQs please visit Denver’s Capitol Projects Center website or click here. 
Why does the ice form and accumulate in the gutter?  The snowmelt runs down the gutter in the street until it is collected by a storm drain inlet or catch-basin (the opening in the curb) that connects to the underground storm drain beneath the street.  Occasionally, we experience an extended cold-spell or a period where the daytime temperatures are neither sufficient nor long enough to cause the snow to entirely melt.  Vehicles compact the snow in the street and gutter.  Additionally, only partial melting occurs during the day and the snowmelt freezes at night or in the shadow of trees and structures before it can reach a storm drain inlet.  With repeated partial daytime warming and night-time freezing over a several day period, the ice begins to accumulate in the gutter.  
My street has a lot of ice in the gutter that needs to be removed.  Who should I contact?  If you live in Denver, please call 3-1-1, available 7 days a week, 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The TDD line is 720-913-8479.
I have called in the past and they removed the ice, but the ice has returned. Why hasn’t Street Maintenance come back?  Each location is unique.  Some areas require infrequent ice removal, while other areas require more.  Thus far, the city has found it is more cost-effective to address these situations on a case-by-case basis, and you will need to call each time the ice reaches an unsafe level.

Why doesn’t the City build a storm drain to prevent the ice from forming?  Storm drains are constructed based on criteria established to provide a standard level of flood protection during summer storms. In many cases, the city has found that constructing storm drains and inlets are ineffective for solving icing problems.  Often, these icing problems can prevail, regardless of the proximity of drainage inlets and storm sewers in areas of ice and snow build-up.  The City and County of Denver Department of Public Works’ Engineering Division reviews many of the repetitive complaint locations received by Street Maintenance Division on a case-by-case basis in order to determine if there are other cost-effective practical alternatives that would reduce the amount of ice accumulation.  When such alternatives are available, they may be implemented based on priority and available funding.  In some situations, a storm drainage improvement may be planned for the area based on the City’s level of service for summer storm drainage.  Once the project is funded and in design, our designers will, to the extent practicable, specify inlet locations to collect the summer storm runoff as well as collect winter daytime snowmelt before it enters a shaded location to reduce the amount of ice accumulation.  When this is possible, it will help to reduce, but will not eliminate, the amount of ice accumulation.    In other situations, the icing in the winter occurs at the same location that there is a constant puddle of water in the summer due to sunken curb and gutter sections.  These are reviewed for remediation by the Department of Public Works’ curb and gutter program based on priorities and available funding.  If you notice that the curb and gutter in front of your home or business is sunk, precluding proper positive drainage, you may wish to call the City’s 3-1-1 call center to initiate an investigation.
If a storm drain won’t solve the problem, what can be done?  An effective pro-active solution that property owners can implement is to apply de-icing materials to the sidewalks in advance of forecasted snowstorms.  Placing de-icing materials on the pavement before the storm makes snow and ice accumulation less likely and removal much easier.  Additionally, the city recommends that business and homeowners not push snow into the streets as this will exacerbate ice formation in shaded areas.  Instead, place the removed snow on lawn areas where available, or move it to a sunny location where it can melt; as long as doing so does not create other safety hazards.
Living Green – Free Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs Available 
Greenprint Denver has received a generous donation from Wal-Mart of 5,000 compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)!  CFL light bulbs last 10 times longer than traditional light bulbs and use one-forth the energy.  If every house in the United States replaced even one light bulb to a CFL, we would reduce our carbon emissions by 90 million pounds, or the equivalent of taking 800,000 cars off the road.  CFLs shine brighter than incandescent bulbs, so you can buy lower wattage bulbs and still light up your room.  The CLFs have been distributed to various City Council offices.  

My office received 350 CFLs in mid-January.  We have had many constituents stop by to pick up 3 CFLs for their homes.  Initially, we limited the amount given to each constituent because we were unsure of the level of demand.  We still have some left-over so feel free to stop by my office and pick a few up for your home!

Get a New Tree Through Denver Digs Trees Program
The Park People’s Denver Digs Trees program will be distributing trees for planting along Denver streets on April 19, 2008.  The deadline has been extended, so Denver residents who have room to add a street tree near their curb need to submit a street tree request form by March 1, 2008.  There is a $20 program fee for each tree.  “Treeship” fee waivers are available for those unable to pay the program fee and for certain neighborhoods identified throughout the city.  All trees are selected for their adaptability to Denver’s dry climate.  Trees are 1-inch in caliber, and come either bareroot or balled-and-burlapped, depending on the variety.

I encourage residents of District 10 to apply for a street tree by March 1st.  As you know, improving Denver’s urban forest strengthens our neighborhoods while helping the environment.  For more information, call The Park People at 303-722-6262, or email them at info@theparkpeople.org.  You can also visit their website at www.theparkpeople.org for more information or to download an application form.  
Morey Neighborhood Center Spring Schedule- New Classes Starting Now!
New classes starting now - Pilates, yoga, Español I and II, computers, and knitting.  Register now!  Call 720-424-0791 or email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org.  

Or, workout at Morey Neighborhood Center!  There is an indoor pool, two gyms, weight room and indoor running track.  (Personal training available by appointment).  The center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School).  Open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 – 7:30 pm.  Visit http://mnc.dpsk12.org for more information or call 720-424-0791.
Curious Theatre Company Recipient of Mayor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts
Mayor John Hickenlooper, the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs and Denver Commission on Cultural Affairs announced the 2007 recipients of the Mayor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts.  The 2007 honorees are Curious Theatre Company, The Denver Brass and Lighthouse Writers Workshop.   In addition, the Mayor’s Cultural Legacy Award will be presented to Donald R. Seawell, founder of the Denver Center for the Performing Arts.  Since 1986 the Mayor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts annually recognize individuals and organizations that have made significant and lasting contributions to the arts in the City and County of Denver.    
The 2007 Mayor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts reception will be held on Tuesday, February 19, 2008 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (doors open at 5:00 p.m.) at the Newman Center for the Performing Arts on the University of Denver campus, 2144 E. Iliff Avenue (garage parking $6; venue also accessible via light rail).  Mayor Hickenlooper will present the awards to the honorees at the event.  The public is invited to attend this free community celebration.  RSVP to 720-865-4318 or doca@denvergov.org.

Founded in 1997, Curious Theatre Company has become one of the most highly acclaimed theatres in the Rockies, garnering more than 70 national and local awards.  Their commitment to bringing the best new theatre to Denver has lead to collaborations with some of America’s most exciting playwrights, including Pulitzer Prize winners Paula Voegel and Suzan-Lori Parks.  They also are the most recent organization to be selected as a Catalyst Partner Organization by the Bonfils-Stanton Foundation.  With each performance, Curious fulfills its organizational mission “to engage the community in important contemporary issues through provocative modern theatre.”  As one of two full-time union theatres in Denver, Curious’ outreach focuses on building bridges that demonstrate the relevance of theatre in the daily lives citizens.  www.curioustheatre.org.  Congratulations!
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  However, City Council will meet on Tuesday February 19, 2008 instead of Monday February 18, 2008 because of President’s Day.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· Final Consideration of C.B. 29 (Public Hearing) Monday, February 19, 2008.  Language Amendment 1154 changes the zoning code language to make existing, legally-constructed multi-unit structures in R-0 and R-1 zone districts legally conforming structures, with certain limitations on reconstruction.  Please see the above article for further details.
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Mon

Feb 11
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Feb 12
	Colfax Business Improvement District Board Meeting 
	10:00 am
	Alta Court Board Room

1490 Lafayette #108

	Tues
Feb 12
	Golden Triangle Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting
	6:00 pm
	Curious Theatre
1080 Acoma St.

	Wed

Feb 13
	Public Meeting re: Regas Christou Outdoor Recreation Services/Outdoor Entertainment use at 1134 – 1144 Broadway 
	6:00 pm
	Webb Building

201 West Colfax

Room 2.H.14

	Thurs

Feb 14
	Unsinkables Meeting
	7:00 pm
	PERA

1301 Pennsylvania

	Thurs
Feb 14
	Denver Zoo

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	Denver Zoo

2900 East 23rd Ave.

	Mon

Feb 18
	Presidents Day 

Federal, State, City, Post Offices, and most schools closed

	Mon

Feb 18
	Denver Botanic Gardens

Free Admission for Colorado Residents
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York Street

	Tues 
Feb 19
	City Council Weekly Meeting (note the change in night because of President’s Day)
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Feb 20
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe Street

	Mon
Feb 25
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs Feb 28
	Mile High Scholars
	5:00 – 6:30 pm
	Buell Theatre

Denver Center for the Performing Arts

1101 13th St.

	Thurs Feb 28
	Cheesman Park Advocacy Group (CPAG)
	5:30 pm
	Tears- McFarlane House

1290 Williams Street


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/Newsletter/tabid/383035/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
