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Happy Holidays from all of us at the District 10 office!  
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        Aide Caitlin Quander, Aide Kathi Anderson

 


          and volunteer Gail Duree
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Colfax Marathon Announces Kaiser Permanente as New Title Sponsor and Discounted Registration Rates Through December 4th
How about a good post-holiday workout?  Having a goal like a marathon relay or even your first half-marathon or marathon might just keep you motivated!  And you can get a holiday discount if you sign up now!

May 16, 2010 will mark the 5th annual Colfax Marathon.  Race leadership is proud to announce that the race will take place under a new banner: The Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon.

This strong partnership enables both organizations to carry out their missions of promoting health and fitness in the community.  Last year, Kaiser Permanente was a presenting sponsor of the marathon and also sponsored the Colfax Marathon Municipal Cup, awarding $22,000 to nonprofits within winning municipalities around Colorado.  They also installed bike racks in municipalities that had the most citizens participating in the Colfax Marathon.
In 2009, the Colfax Marathon set a record as 5,658 runners from all around the country participated in the marathon, half-marathon, or a leg of the relay course.  Colfax Avenue was alive with runners, entertainers, and spectators along the route that traversed the cities of Aurora, Denver, and Lakewood, ultimately finishing at Denver’s historic City Park.  The 2010 kid’s run is set for May 15th and the marathon race is set for May 16th, beginning and ending in Denver’s historic City Park.  For more information on the 2010 race, visit www.coloradocolfaxmarathon.org.
 

Early Bird Registration Deal - From now until December 4th at 11:59 pm, your registration for the 2010 Kaiser Permanente Colfax Marathon or Half Marathon will be half-price.  Marathon registrations are only $45 and half marathon registrations are only $25.  Act soon because this is a limited time offer.  Relay teams are also discounted so put your team together and sign up before December 4th for the best rate.  To register today, click here.
Colfax Streetcar Feasibility Study Community Forum December 8th
 


On Tuesday, December 8th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm, come and participate in a discussion to explore the potential of a streetcar on the Colfax corridor.  Learn where the City of Denver is at in the feasibility process and factors to consider as the process moves forward.  There will be an interactive exercise in which participants can weigh in on preferred routes.  
The City and County of Denver is working to assess the technical and economic feasibility of developing a streetcar line along the Colfax Corridor.  The initial study area is bounded by I-25 on the west, Syracuse

Street to the east, 12th Avenue to the south and 19th Avenue to the north.  The primary purpose of this study is to identify how streetcar in the Colfax corridor would affect:
· transit ridership
· types of transit riders
· reliance on private automobile trips
· traffic operations
· adjacent property values
· new economic investment

The meeting location is Heitler Hall at National Jewish Hospital located at Colfax and Colorado Blvd.  Parking is provided just west of Colorado Blvd. on the south side of Colfax.  
If you have questions, please contact Terry Ruiter, Principal Planner, Denver Public Works at 720-865-3136 or by email at terry.ruiter@denvergov.org or contact Anna Jones, consultant, 303-628-5558, anna@pumaworldhq.com
Denver Zoning Code Update Listening Sessions a Success & Extension of Timeline for Review and Comment
 
On November 18th and 19th the Denver City Council and Denver Planning Board hosted two three hour public listening sessions on the proposed New Zoning Code.  These joint sessions were designed to hear public comments and questions before the final draft and the formal hearing.  I want to thank everyone who came down to speak or listen at the public listening sessions or tuned in on Denver 8 TV.  We had a terrific turnout with very thoughtful comments.  

If you are interested in viewing the listening sessions they will be aired on Denver 8 TV on Saturday, December 5 at 8 pm and Saturday, December 12 at 8 pm and can also be streamed online by clicking here. 
To view Draft 3 of the New Denver Zoning Code posted in early November, visit the New Code website: http://www.newcodedenver.org.  Additionally, my office has posted three simplified summaries on the District 10 website.  One summarizes highlights of proposed use changes in the new code, one summarizes highlights of process changes in the new code and one summarizes nonconforming structures and uses.  Check them out by clicking here and viewing the links under “Helpful Handouts.” 

Responding to requests from neighborhoods, businesses and individuals for additional time to review and comment on Denver’s new zoning code; Denver City Council and the Denver Planning Board have agreed to extend the final stages of the public review process for the code.  The deadline for public comment on the third and latest draft of the new code has been extended to Jan. 4 from Dec. 1 to allow more time and once the final draft of the code is posted on Jan. 18, citizens swill have another full month for review and comment.    
The City still wants your input and there are multiple opportunities to comment on Draft 3 of the New Code.  You may use the comment feature on the New Code Website.  Of course, I will continue to be available to meet to discuss any remaining concerns or you may submit letters or emails.  

Thank you for your ongoing interest and involvement in the New Code Denver effort.  City Council is pleased with the level of participation we’ve received from the commercial and residential communities through public meetings, e-mails, phone calls, letters and website interactions – all of which will help Denver deliver a new zoning code that offers clarity, predictability economic opportunity, and preservation of Denver’s outstanding quality of life.
With the recent recommendations from Denver City Council and Planning Board to extend the timeline for review and comment, the remainder of the New Zoning Code process is expected to be as follows:

· Jan. 18, 2010 – Posting of fourth and final draft on www.NewCodeDenver.org 
· Feb. 17, 2010 – Denver Planning Board public hearing, after which the Board will forward a recommendation to City Council 

· Mar. 10, 2010 – City Council Blueprint Denver Committee considers new code and whether to approve filing a bill for adoption by the full City Council 

· Mar. 16, 2010 – Community, Planning and Development (CPD) files bill for an ordinance adopting the New Code to be considered by City Council
· Mar. 22, 2010 – First reading of the bill before City Council 

· Apr. 19, 2010 – Final consideration of zoning code bill by City Council following a formal public hearing.  If the bill passes, it becomes an ordinance, or city law
· 6 month transition period from date of new code’s implementation
Zoning Code Update and Denver Parks
The Zoning Code Update recommends zoning all parks to an open space district called OS-A.   This makes a certain amount of sense, but many of you have contacted me with the concern that Council is giving up its land use power to regulate structures in parks.  I believe we can do better, and I have been meeting with my Council colleagues, the planning staff, and the parks department to further refine the OS-A zone district.  While I don’t have specific language or more information to put in this newsletter, please watch my website as I will be posting some ideas and information there in the next several days.  

Denver Parks and Recreation Policy Changes and Public Hearing Dates
Denver Parks & Recreation (DPR) is working with the DPR Advisory Board on a policy for Public Notification & Civic Engagement and also a policy for Admissions-Based Events.  Drafts of these polices are posted for public comment on the City website and distributed city-wide to stakeholders.  A public hearing will be held at the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting at La Alma Recreation Center on Thursday, December 10th at 6:00pm.  After the public hearing, the DPR Advisory Board has 45 days to make a recommendation to the Manager of DPR.  This will be followed by a presentation to the City Council Public Amenities Committee.  Finally, the policies are formally adopted by the Manager of DPR.

Public Notification and Civic Engagement To view the actual draft language, please click here.

Admissions Based Events Posting of the actual draft language, please click here.

If you are interested in having a DPR representative come to a neighborhood meeting and present these or other policies, please contact chantal.unfug@denvergov.org or angela.casias@denvergov.org.  Don't forget you can post your comments online at www.denvergov.org/parksandrec.

New Pay By Phone Parking Meter System in Cherry Creek North

Ready for Your Shopping Convenience this Holiday Season -  Shop Locally!
Motorists in the Mile High City now have a convenient, new payment option when parking in the Cherry Creek neighborhood.  The Pay-by-Phone parking alternative allows drivers to call in with their credit card information, allowing them to bypass the parking kiosks; however the kiosk payment option is still available.  The Pay-by-Phone option is available throughout Cherry Creek North at all kiosk-metered parking locations (1st Avenue and 3rd Avenue from Josephine Street to Adams Street).

Your Feedback is Needed

This six month pilot is designed to determine the impact Pay by Phone will have on customers, infrastructure management and Right-of-Way Enforcement.  Previously, we have heard concerns from drivers with small children that parking, walking to the parking kiosk and then back to the car is cumbersome and unsafe.  Hopefully, this pay by phone option will help ease some of that concern.  I strongly encourage drivers to provide Public Works with their feedback.  Public Works has established a brief survey at www.denvermeter.com aimed at collecting public opinion on this new option.  

How to Use Pay By Phone

· To use the service, motorists must first sign up for a free Pay by Phone account online at www.paybyphone.com or by calling Verrus at 1-888-480-PARK (7275).  Information requested will be the motorist's mobile phone number, license plate and credit card number.

· Once signed up with a free pay by phone account, users simply call the toll free number from their mobile phone and key in the location number that is posted on the meter or nearby signs and the amount of parking time desired. 

· The appropriate total, plus a 35-cent service fee including the text message reminder cost, will be charged to their credit card.  A history of transactions is viewable any time the user logs into their account. 

Reduce Parking Citations through Text Message Reminders The Pay by Phone system also gives citizens a way to reduce the chance of receiving a parking citation.  A text message reminder can be sent to the user’s phone minutes before their time expires, and parkers also have the ability to call back and add additional parking time remotely from any phone.
Police Alerts for Neighborhoods
 
Cherry Creek and Hilltop Neighborhoods

In the past few weeks, District 3 police have noticed an increase in residential burglaries.  In some cases, suspects are gaining entry to residences through rear doors and windows, particularly French doors.  These residential burglaries are occurring during the afternoon into late evening hours and have occurred on various days of the week.  

Congress Park Neighborhood
Watch out for a recent increase in door-to-door scam artists asking for cash for various reasons.  

If you are interested in implementing a Neighborhood Watch, you can contact the District 3 Community Resource Offices Technician Anthony Burkhardt at 720-913-1231 and Technician Cari Jimenez at 720-913-1175.

Holiday Safety Tips
 
I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.  Below is a list of extra precautions recommended by the Denver Police Department to better assure your personal safety and an enjoyable holiday season.  

You:

· Dress Down – Dress casually and comfortably.  Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.  
· Shop Together - Shop with friends and family.  Try not to shop alone, especially at night.
· Shop in Small Doses - Make regular trips to the car.  Avoid carrying too many packages that put you off balance and make you a target.
· Act - Never go home if you think you are being followed or if you feel threatened. Go to a busy well-lit safe place.
· Don’t Play Hero - Comply with a thief’s demands.  Record an accurate description for law enforcement: height, weight, eye color, hair color, scars, tattoos, clothing, and license plate.
Your Family:

· Educate Your Kids - Show children what a security person and what a salesperson look like.  Should you get separated, they will know who to notify
· Communicate - Tell someone where you are going and how long you will be gone.  Let them know if you change your schedule.
Your Car:

· Park Smart – Look for well- lit areas close to the entrance of the store.  Remember where you parked by taking a picture with your cell phone or writing it down.  

· Lock the Car - Keep doors locked and windows closed.  Remember your keys.
· Returning to the Parking Lot - Have your car keys out when returning to your car.  Check the back seat and under the car before getting in.
· Hide Packages - Store packages in the trunk of the car.  Put your packages in the trunk before you drive to your next location not when you arrive.  Never leave them visible inside the car.

Your Money:

· Watch Your Purse - Hold your purse close to your body and make sure it is closed so that your wallet is not accessible.  Use a front pocket if carrying a wallet. 
· Avoid Cash - Never flash large amounts of money. Try to use checks or credit cards instead of cash.
· Use Credit Cards Safely - Beware of identity theft and keep receipts safe.  Record credit card numbers at home and guard PIN numbers.
Your Home:

· Lock-Up During the Day:  The majority of home and apartment burglaries occur during the daytime when most people are away at work or at school.  Burglars tend to choose unoccupied homes with the easiest access, the greatest amount of cover, and the best escape routes. 

· Be a Hard Target:  Keep all your doors and windows closed and locked.  Keep garage doors closed even when you are home.  Lock any door connecting the garage to your house.

· Be a Good Neighbor:  Get to know your adjacent neighbors and agree to watch each other’s home.  Pick up newspapers and flyers for your neighbors, and ask them to do the same for you when out of town 
· Be Bright and Be Safe: Install bright exterior lighting to eliminate hiding places around the front of your home and use motion sensor lights on the rear of your home 
Denver Public Library 2010 Operating Schedule

 
Because of city budget constraints, Denver Public Library hours for 2010 have been reduced from 980 to 848, a reduction of 132 service hours per week over the original possible reduction for 2010.  Negotiations between City Council and Mayor John Hickenlooper saved 92 service hours per week from what was originally proposed.  During these tight budget times for families, City Council knew that it was important to push for more hours than originally proposed by the Mayor so that you and your families can still use library services.  

Beginning January 2, 2010, 15 branches of the library system will operate at 32 hours per week, three branches will operate at 40 hours per week and four branches will operate at 48 hours per week.  As Council advocated, Denver Central Library, the system’s largest library location, will retain its 2009 operating schedule, with no change in hours.

As a reminder, Denver Public Library Ross-Cherry Creek Branch Library at 305 Milwaukee closed in September for Better Denver Bond Repairs and Renovations passed by voters in November 2007.  The library is planned to be closed for about 4 months.  To find out where you can go instead of visiting Ross-Cherry Creek Branch Library, details about specific improvements being made at the library, staff, or other services, visit my website by clicking here and looking at the right-hand column of the page.

For Denver Public Library phone numbers, street locations and online services, log on to www.denverlibrary.org or call Denver Public Library at (720) 865-1111.  
Recycle by Turning Your Christmas Tree into Mulch
 
Denver Recycles' annual Treecycle program will be recycling thousands of Christmas trees into mulch again this holiday season.  Treecycle helps Denver avoid using landfill space and paying disposal fees for a valuable, recyclable resource -- Christmas trees.  Last year, the Treecycle program collected over 18,000 trees and diverted them from the city’s landfill after the winter holidays.  Let’s help them beat that number this year!  

For residents that use city services for garbage and recycling collection, collection is Jan. 4- 15, 2009.  Non-dumpster customers should place their tree near their regular pick-up location by 7 am on their scheduled day, at least four feet away from any containers, bags, dumpsters or other obstacles.  Dumpster customers should set their tree outside the dumpster by 7 am on Jan. 4th or Jan.11th for pickup.  All decorations must be removed, including tinsel, ornaments, nails, stands and bags.  Artificial and flocked trees cannot be recycled.  If the tree has not been picked up by 3 pm on trash pick-up day during the week of Jan. 12 (or by 3 pm on Jan. 20 for dumpster customers) call 3-1-1.  

Denver Recycles grinds the Christmas trees into valuable mulch, which is made available free to Denver residents in the spring.  Residents may call 720-865-6810 after April 1st for more information about the 2010 Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and Leafdrop Compost Pickup. 

For more information about Treecycle and other Denver Recycles programs visit Denver Recycles or call 720-865-6810.
Clyfford Still Museum Set to Break Ground
The Clyfford Still Museum announced that it will break ground on its future home, designed by Brad Cloepfil of Allied Works Architecture, in December 2009.  The Museum simultaneously announced that it has raised $8 million of new support towards the design and construction of its new building.  These new pledges bring the total amount raised for the new building to $25 million, which represents more than 85 percent of the museum’s total building costs and capital campaign goal. 

The ceremonial groundbreaking is set for December 14th at 11:00 am at the future site of the Clyfford Still Museum.  Scheduled to open in 2011 in the heart of the Civic Center Cultural Complex, the museum will provide an intimate environment for the viewing of the Still collection, encompassing some 2,400 works spanning the artist’s career. 

The Clyfford Still Museum was founded to promote public and scholarly understanding of the late artist’s work and legacy, through the presentation and preservation of the Clyfford Still Estate, totaling approximately 2,400 artworks bequeathed to the City of Denver in 2004.  Still (1904-1980) played a central role in the development of abstract expressionism, along with Jackson Pollock, Willem de Kooning and Mark Rothko, in the 1940s and '50s.  His extensive archive, have been sealed off from the public since 1980.  To learn more about Clyfford Still, tune in to Denver Channel 8 TV December 1 – 15, Tuesdays at 12:30 pm, Wednesdays at 4 pm, Thursdays at 9 am, Fridays at 7 pm or Sundays at 8 pm for a program interviewing Dean Sobel, director of the Clyfford Still Museum.  
Several District 10 constituents serve on the Board of the Museum.  I congratulate the Board and thank them for their hard work.  The Museum will be located on Bannock Street west of the Hamilton Building of the Denver Art Museum. www.clyffordstillmuseum.org. 

Low Cost Dog Spay/Neuter Clinic Visits Denver Municipal Animal Shelter Dec 5th
The Denver Dumb Friends League “Lulu” Mobile, a mobile dog adoption truck, will offer low cost spay/neuter services for low income residents at the Denver Municipal Animal shelter on Dec. 5.  The cost is just $50 including vaccinations. 

Thousands of pets are euthanized in shelters every year due to pet overpopulation.  You can help reduce this number by spaying or neutering your pet, and by adopting from shelters.  Every animal adopted at the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter is spayed or neutered before going home.  Spaying or neutering your pet can also benefit your pet’s health, and behavior. 

For more information about the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter, or to view a list of low cost spay and neuter resources, visit www.denvergov.org/animalcare.

Clinics are first come, first serve. Residents must be in line by 7:30 a.m. Animals go home the same day!  For more information go to www.ddfl.org or call our 24-hour information line at 303-751-5772, ext. 7272. 

Anticipated 6th Avenue Traffic in January
 

Beginning in early January 2010 through July 2010, a newly constructed storm sewer on 6th Avenue from Hudson Street to Eudora Street will be connecting to the existing storm sewer causing some traffic impacts and delays on 6th Avenue.  
BT Construction, Inc. is the general contractor for this project and will start construction at the downstream end of the project at Hudson Street, connecting to the existing storm sewer.  During the weekday, construction activities between 7:30 am and 3:30 pm eastbound 6th Avenue will be closed for a minimum of two blocks and an intersection at a time. Traffic detours are being coordinated with Denver Traffic Engineering Services to route eastbound traffic around the construction zone via 8th Avenue.  The contractor is being required to have one lane of traffic open on eastbound 6th Avenue for outgoing rush hour traffic after 3:30 pm.  Weekend work may be conducted when sewer structures such as manholes and inlets are being constructed that require a longer closure period on 6th Avenue.

If you have any questions, City of Denver points of contact for this project are as follows:

	Sam Pavone
Project Construction Engineer
Dept. of Public Works – Engineering Division

303-446-3721
sam.pavone@denvergov.org
	Lawrence Alcaraz
Project Inspector
Dept. of Public Works – Engineering Division

303-880-2734
lawrence.alcaraz@denvergov.org
	Brenden Tippets

Project Manager

BT Construction, Inc.

303-210-7216




Snow Removal Plan with New Updates Online and Ice in Gutters and Alleys
Each winter, my office and the City and County of Denver receives calls regarding snow-plow operations, snow shoveling requirements and ice accumulation in the gutters along the streets.  Here are some answers to frequently asked questions. 

Snow Removal Program

While Denver would love to keep every street in Denver snow-free all winter, such a program is cost prohibitive.  Instead, Public Works focuses their limited resources on keeping collector and arterial streets (generally the streets with stripes) plowed & clear.  These are the streets that carry most of the city’s traffic as well as emergency vehicles and public transportation.  Neighborhood residential streets are not plowed unless more than a foot of snow falls together with a forecast of prolonged freezing temperatures and will not receive any anti icing or deicing material.  The last official deployment of the residential plows was the day after Christmas 2007.
Up to Date Website for Information about Denver’s Snow Removal Efforts

Denver Public Works recently announced a new tool to keep residents informed of their snow removal strategies in real-time. DenverSnowPlan.com will provide information about how Denver Public Works is responding to the forecast, along with de-icing strategies and snow plow deployment information when snow is falling.  A “Current Status” tab relays the most up to date information about their strategy for each snowfall so that folks know what to expect from the City of Denver concerning response and action during snow season.

Residential Snow Plows
If more than a foot of snow falls together with a forecast of prolonged freezing temperatures, the residential plows are deployed.  These are 4x4 pick up trucks mounted with snow plows.  The trucks come from Public Works, Parks & Recreation and one private contractor.  123 pieces of equipment are deployed each shift; “equipment” refers to residential plows and other pieces of heavy equipment used to address side streets.  To manage the program, the City is divided into 21 sectors, each containing approximately 60-70 lane miles.
Sidewalk Shoveling Requirements

Denver requires property owners to clear their walkways so that everyone has safe access throughout the City!  Senior citizens, people with disabilities, parents with strollers, and mail carriers -just to name a few -struggle to negotiate hazardous walkways...we need to do our part to make our community safe and accessible for all. 

· Homeowners:  Once snow has stopped falling, residences have twenty-four (24) hours to remove snow from public sidewalks adjacent to their property.
· Businesses:  Once snow has stopped falling, businesses have four (4) to remove snow from public sidewalks adjacent to their property.
· Report A Problem:  Please contact Denver 3-1-1 to provide the address of unshoveled sidewalks.  

· Enforcement:  Denver performs proactive inspections in business districts, and we rely on citizen complaints to help us identify those property owners that need to be educated about sidewalk safety requirements.  The vast majority of people comply with the first sidewalk safety notice issued by the City.  In the rare instances where a property owner refuses to comply, Denver takes escalating legal action, which can include issuing an Administrative Citation that carries a $150 penalty.  Denver manages 3,000 sidewalk safety cases a year. 

Trash and Recycling During Snow Season

To keep your trash and recycling service running smoothly during snow season, put your cart and trash barrel as far in the street as possible - not behind snow banks.  Don’t pile snow beside dumpsters and make sure to leave a 4’ space on either side of your barrel and recycling cart allowing easy access by our trucks automated arms.  Don’t use cardboard boxes as trash containers.  This is a “don’t” no matter what the weather conditions, but is particularly problematic during snow and rain.  
Be a Denver Snow Angel
For some members of our community, cleaning off sidewalks or getting out during a storm can be very difficult.  Help out in your community by checking on elderly and/or disabled neighbors during major snow storms to be sure they do not need help.  If you are able, lend a hand and offer to shovel the walkway of a neighbor who might have difficulty doing so on their own.  Get to know your neighbors - keep a list of phone numbers on hand for emergencies.
Resources for those who cannot shovel their sidewalks:

· Catholic Charities – Karen Blacker 303-742-0823 extension 2046. She's happy to take calls and connect people as best they can to a volunteer.

· DRCOG Area Agency on Aging – Kelly 303-480-6787 - will make connections as best they can.

· VOA (HandyMan Program) – Amanda 720-264-3331 - one-time service/connections 

· Senior Resource Center – Ann 303-235-6973 - will connect on case-by- case issues
Ice in Gutters

The snowmelt runs down the gutter in the street until it is collected by a storm drain inlet or catch-basin (the opening in the curb) that connects to the underground storm drain beneath the street.  Occasionally, only partial melting occurs during the day and the snowmelt freezes at night or in the shadow of trees and structures before it can reach a storm drain inlet.  With repeated partial daytime warming and night-time freezing over a several day period, the ice begins to accumulate in the gutter.  To learn more about this issue and to view the entire list of FAQs please visit Denver’s Capitol Projects Center website or click here. 
My street has a lot of ice in the gutter that needs to be removed.  Who should I contact?  If you live in Denver, please call 3-1-1, available 7 days a week, 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The TDD line is 720-913-8479.  Each location is unique.  Some areas require infrequent ice removal, while other areas require more.  Thus far, the city has found it is more cost-effective to address these situations on a case-by-case basis, and you will need to call each time the ice reaches an unsafe level.

Winter Storm Preparedness

Heavy snowfall and extreme cold can immobilize an entire region.  The results can range from isolation due to blocked roads and downed power lines, to cars and trucks sliding on icy roads.  To help prepare and cope with winter storms we recommend the following: 

· Prepare a Home Emergency Supply Kit
· Make sure you have a battery powered AM/FM radio
· Stock non-perishable food that does not need to be cooked
· Store extra water in plastic bottles 
· Have a working flashlight with extra batteries for use during power outages (avoid using candles to reduce possible fire danger)
· Winterize your home- Insulate doors and windows. Install storm windows or cover windows with plastic. 
· Be A Good Neighbor - If you have a disabled or elderly person on your block, check on them to make sure they are doing alright.   
Holiday Volunteering and Community Support Ideas
 

During this time of joy and hope, my office gets calls from constituents wanting to give back to their community.  Here are some ideas that you might be interested in:

Greater Capitol Hill "Food for All" Campaign Upon learning that two local non-profit service agencies cannot keep up with the demand for canned food and staples, Capitol Hill neighborhood organizations and businesses are pitching in to coordinate an emergency food drive.  You can donate canned/non-perishable items, personal hygiene items, etc. at the CHUN office and at various businesses throughout Greater Capitol Hill through the end of December.  Donations benefits Denver Urban Ministries and Metro CareRing.  To find a drop-off location or to learn more about the charities, please click here.  Thank you to the businesses that stepped up as drop-off locations!

National Jewish Health Foodbank Drive December 3, 2009 Neighbors are invited to join National Jewish employees in celebrating their 110th anniversary and supporting the community—especially those in need—at the same time.  National Jewish is partnering with Mile High United Way to collect donations for the Food Bank of the Rockies and Volunteers of America.  On December 3, from 10:30-1:30, National Jewish will collect food and monetary donations from its employees and neighbors at the Molly Blank Conference Center.  For more information, call the National Jewish Health Department of Public Affairs at 303-398-1078
Share a Cycle to Spin Holiday Joy for Children As the holiday decorations come out and room is needed around the garage or basement; perhaps you've come across a kid's bike that is no longer being used. How about giving that bike to a child who could put it to good use? Transportation Solution is spearheading putting the cycle into “re-cycling” this holiday season with the Share A Cycle program, turning unused, outgrown kids’ bikes into the holiday gift that children have cherished for generations.  Children’s and small adult bikes can be dropped off daily through December 6 at two locations: The Cherry Creek Bike Rack, 171 Detroit Street in Cherry Creek North; and its companion shop, Campus Cycles, 2102 S. Washington St.  For more information, call 303-377-7086. 

Denver Santa Claus Shop Since 1931, this group has been accepting donations of new and gently used toys, books and games for children ages infant through 11 years that are in need.  Between November 28th and December 11th, the Denver Santa Claus Shop is teaming up with King Soopers stores and the Denver Boys and Girls Club for a citywide toy drive and drop-off – look for specially marked collection boxes at King Soopers.  You can donate toys and contributions in various ways, click here to learn more or to view a wish-lift of specific toys that are always big hits with kids.

Adopt a Family - Denver Rescue Mission Capitol Hill United Neighbors staff and board has adopted a family – email andreafurness@chundenver.org if you would like to help with their family, or contact the Denver Rescue Mission to adopt your own!  Click here to learn more.
Volunteer at the Denver Rescue Mission Sign up to volunteer long-term, short-term or just one time depending on your schedule.  You can also set up a time for your office, church group, or group of friends to volunteer together.  Click here to learn more or to sign up to volunteer.
Mentor Opportunities at Goodwill Want to help improve academic performance and expand the career potential of students in the metro Denver area? Become a mentor/volunteer for the youth career development program with Goodwill Industries of Denver.  Many opportunities exist with flexible time commitments, some as little as once a semester.  To learn more or get involved, click here.
Buy Local Week—Now Through December 6th Buy Local Week—sponsored by Ace Hardware, RTD and 45 other local businesses and organizations—is just one of the Mile High Business Alliance’s year-round activities to support area companies and to make buying local easy for shoppers.  Shifting just 10 percent of our region’s holiday spending to local companies could generate $3 billion for Colorado’s economy in just two months.  Shopping in locally owned stores keeps money circulating in our community instead of sending it to other states and reduces the environmental impact of shipping long distances.  There are more than 525,000 locally owned businesses fueling Colorado’s economy, employing more than 1.6 million Coloradans.  Visit www.ColoradoLocalFirst.com for a directory of local businesses, and help support

Colorado’s economy!
Learn to Ski and Snowboard with Denver Parks and Recreation

Denver Parks & Recreation is teaming up with Winter Park Resort to offer a "Learn to Ski & Snowboard" weekday program from November 2009 through March 2010.  This is a great opportunity for organized groups of up to 40 students who are 1st time and beginner-level skiers & snowboarders, ages 7-17 years old to get on the mountain.  Winter Park will provide lift tickets, rental gear, and an all-day lesson provided by the professionals at the Winter Park Ski & Ride School.  The cost of the program is $25 per student not including transportation.

Weekday trips depart from Denver at 6am and return between 5pm-6pm the same day. Children will be accompanied and supervised by school and DPR staff members throughout the day at a 1-10 staff/student ratio.

For more information, group leaders and organizers should contact Outdoor Recreation at 720-865-0680 or email outdoor.recreation@denvergov.org and individuals should call their local recreation center.

RTD’s myStop
 


Similar to the phone systems airlines use to relay flight schedule information, RTD recently rolled out its myStop system, providing 24 hour a day, 7 day a week access to schedule information.  
Users simply call 303-299-6000, then input information by voice or keypad to hear the next three scheduled arrivals for that day.  Users simply need the five-digit bus stop number shown on either the front of ‘The Ride’ signs, on the pole, or on the other side of the sign with the new myStop logo.  

As 80% of 3.3 million annual callers to RTD’s Information Center ask for schedule times, the new system will reduce waiting time for all callers.  A Spanish-language feature is also rolling out.

To learn more visit www.rtd-denver.com/mystop 

Demonstrate Community Interest in a ToolBank
 

A group of residents is trying to grow local interest to bring a “ToolBank” program to Denver.  

 A ToolBank in Denver would consist of a vast inventory of tools (ladders, rakes, cordless drills, wheelbarrows, and much more) available for borrowing by charitable organizations for service projects, facility maintenance projects, and disaster response.  Typical tool-borrowing organizations include public schools, churches, nonprofits, neighborhood associations, community groups, social clubs, parks, cemeteries, and many others.  The goal of a local ToolBank is to help community organizations increase their impact by providing quick and reliable access to an abundance of tools.  
 
The ToolBank program originated at the Atlanta Community ToolBank in 1993, which now equips over 40,000 volunteers a year with a tool inventory worth a half million dollars.  ToolBank USA was started last year by a generous grant from the Home Depot Foundation, and is presently seeking to collaborate with cities outside Atlanta to start pilot ToolBank programs.  (Click here to watch a short video about the Atlanta Community ToolBank)  
 

A 60-second Community Interest Survey, assesses the interest level within Denver’s local community, and the more responses, the better!   Just click here and then select Denver, CO.  You also have a chance to win a $50 Home Depot gift card for completing the survey.  You can complete the survey multiple times - provided that you complete it on behalf of a different organization or company each time you complete it.  [Example: a parent might complete the survey three times: once on behalf of his employer, again on behalf of his child’s school, and a third time on behalf of his church.]
Upcoming Events
· 3rd Annual Denver Plein Air Arts Festival Exhibition November 10 – December 31 at the Denver Public Library, 10 W. 14th Avenue Parkway, 7th Floor.  During the month of September, more than 100 artists painted in Denver’s beautiful Golden Triangle and Downtown areas.  280 pieces were submitted for a juried competition and 120 were selected by the judges for this Exhibition.  While you are visiting the Festival Exhibition visit other Golden Triangle Museums as well.  For more information, please click here.  

· Cherry Creek North Night at the North Pole Holiday VIP Shopping Extravaganza Thursday, December 3 For one night only, enjoy an evening of holiday shopping with over 50 participating Cherry Creek North stores, including 10 fantastic cocktail stops and over 20 delicious food stops along the way.  There will be savings, giveaways, enter-to-wins and special in-store events – and all for only $25!  The festivities begin with a 6 p.m. check-in at the NorthCreek Residential Sales office at 2800 E. 2nd Ave., where North Pole visitors will receive a wristband for admission.  Then enjoy two-and-a-half hours of shopping, eating and refreshment throughout Cherry Creek North, all culminating in a cocktail reception at the Second Home Kitchen and Bar in the JW Marriott at 150 Clayton Lane. Santa has only two requests: you must be 21 be and good for goodness sake. Tickets available at www.denvermagazine.com/northpole.
· 35th Anniversary 9 News Parade of Lights Friday, December 4 at 8 pm and Saturday, December 5 at 6 pm.  This Parade continues to reign as the signature event of the Downtown Denver holiday season attracting roughly 400,000 people over the two nights.  Join the crowds to see the sparking lights, marching bands and dazzling floats.  Spectator viewing for the Parade is free all along the two-mile route.  Grandstand tickets are available in front of the City and County Building.  Click here for ticket details or to see the route.
· Blossoms of Light at Denver Botanic Gardens Friday, December 4 – Sunday, January 3, 2010 from 5:30 – 10 pm.  Embrace the holiday season with over one million colorful lights draped in elegant designs highlighting the Gardens winter beauty.  Romantic and popular kissing spots will return, as well as the always anticipated HoloSpex glasses.  New this year are intricate ice sculptures placed throughout the gardens path.  Warm drinks and tasty treats will also be available.  Seasonal entertainment will be available on select evenings, click here to learn more and view the entertainment schedule.
· Holiday Benefit for SAME Café Saturday, December 5 from 5 – 8 pm.  CO/RK Gallery on Colfax and York (2220 E. Colfax Ave.) will host an event to benefit SAME Café.  Bring your own bowl and utensils, and sample wonderful soups and salads that SAME Café has to offer! Donations will be greatly appreciated, and there will also be a sign up sheet for volunteers to help at the Café!  For more information, please contact Megan at 303-399- 2675 or megan@corkgallery.com. For information on SAME Café, please visit:www.soallmayeat.org.
· 2009 Homeless Person’s Memorial Vigil Wednesday, December 16 from 5:30 – 6:30 pm on the steps of the Denver City and County Building  Come and join hundreds of citizens for a candlelight ceremony to honor those men and women living on the streets who died during the past year.  To learn more, click here.    
· New Year’s Eve Fireworks Downtown on December 31 at 9 pm and midnight.  To welcome the arrival of 2010, the free downtown Denver New Year’s Eve Fireworks will once again fill the skies twice during the evening. The two fireworks programs are identical, and both are launched simultaneously from dual sites along the 16th Street Mall.  For more information contact 303-534-6161, or click here. 
For some magical Winter in the City activities, check out the below links:

· www.WinterInTheCity.com:

· City of Denver’s Events Calendar
· Seasonal Event Listings
· Downtown Holiday Light Guide
· 5280 MAGAZINE'S Photo Competition  
· Downtown Denver Deal Card  
· Horse Drawn Carriage Rides  
· Cherry Creek North Pole Holiday Happenings
· Colorado Choir Christmas Concert
· Denver Post Holiday Lights Map
· 12 Eclectic Days of Christmas hosted by the Golden Triangle Neighborhood Association

City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  City Council will not meet on Monday, December 28th.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· First Reading on C.B.730 – Monday, December 7, 2009.  This is a bill for an ordinance approving a $6 million Purchase Agreement between the City and County of Denver and BA Clark Investments Josephine Street, LLC for the purchase of 2.56 acres at 1530 Josephine Street, Denver, Colorado for a new central Denver recreation center.  
· Public Hearing on C.B. 632– Monday, December 7, 2009.  This application changes the zoning of the 1.8-acre parcel at 1st Ave. and St. Paul from CCN to PUD for a mixed-use development.
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Meetings of Neighborhood Interest" calendar has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs

Dec 3
	District 3 Police Mtg. for Neighborhood Groups- Citizen's Advisory Board
	6 – 7:30 pm
	Denver Police Department, District 3

1625 S. University Blvd.

	Fri

Dec 4
	9 News Parade of Lights
	8 – 10 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Sat

Dec 5
	Free Admission at the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W 14th Avenue Pkwy

	Sat

Dec 5
	Holiday Benefit for SAME Café 
	5 – 8 pm
	CO/RK Gallery on Colfax and York 

2220 E. Colfax Ave.

	Sat
Dec 5
	9 News Parade of Lights
	6 - 8 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Mon

 Dec 7
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues
Dec 8
	Colfax Business Improvement District Board Meeting
	10 – 11 am
	Alta Court
1490 Lafayette, Room #108

	Tues

Dec 8
	Colfax Streetcar Public Meeting
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	Heitler Hall, National Jewish

Colfax and Colorado Blvd

	Tues

Dec 8
	Mayor’s Gala Ball
	7 - 10 pm
	Downtown Denver Sheraton

1440 Court Place

	Wed

Dec 9
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Daniels Fund

101 Monroe St.

	Wed

Dec 9
	Happy on the Hill Holiday Party
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Charlie’s

900 East Colfax Ave.

	Thurs

Dec 10
	CHUN Holiday Party
	5- 7 pm
	Tears McFarlane

1290 Williams St

	Thurs

Dec 10
	Denver Parks and Rec Advisory Board Public Hearings
	6 pm
	La Alma Recreation Center

1325 W. 11th Ave.

	Mon

Dec 14
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Dec 16
	2009 Homeless Person’s Memorial Vigil 
	5:30 – 6:30 pm
	City and County Building Steps

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs

Dec 17
	Uptown Lofts Groundbreaking
	2 pm
	571 E. Colfax Ave

	Thurs Dec 17
	Golden Triangle Third Thursday
	5 – 7 pm
	Byers Evans House

	Thurs
Dec 17
	Cherry Creek East Holiday Party
	5 – 7 pm
	Mile High Bank Building
1st and Garfield

	Mon

Dec 21
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Fri
Dec 25
	Christmas Day – City Holiday – City Offices Closed

	Mon

Dec 28
	City Council Weekly Meeting CANCELLED FOR HOLIDAYS

	Fri
Jan 1
	New Year’s Day – City Holiday – City Offices Closed

	Mon

Jan 4
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Jan 5
	First Tuesday on the Fax
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Thurs

Jan 7
	District 3 Police Mtg. for Neighborhood Groups- Citizen's Advisory Board
	6 – 7:30 pm
	Denver Police Department, District 3

1625 S. University Blvd.


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2009Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/433180/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.









