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Happy Holidays from all of us at the District 10 office!  

     Councilwoman Jeanne Robb, Aide Nora Kimball, 
        Aide Caitlin Quander, Aide Kathi Anderson
 


          and volunteer Gail Duree
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The Removal of the  Weeping Willow “Giving Tree” at 3rd and Franklin
 
As some of you may have heard from your neighbors, Channel 9, or the article in the Denver Post, the beautiful, old willow tree located in the median in the 300 block of Franklin Street was recently removed by Parks and Recreation.  This was a great tree, and many neighbors have terrific memories from the location.  My kids climbed there as well, although we lived at least 8 blocks away.  I was concerned about the lack of communication with neighbors about a tree that meant so much to so many.  I asked the questions in bold below and following the question is Parks and Recreation’s response.  
 

Who determined that the tree needed to be removed?  Forestry Operation Supervisors, and in this case the Forestry Superintendent, determined that the tree needed to be removed, as they do for the most part on all parkways and parks.  

 

Why it needed to be removed?  In this case, a "Defective Tree Evaluation" was performed by the Operation Supervisor and some of the stated concerns included: 1) very high hazard; 2) large limbed willow with very dangerous serious cavities in all major limbs; and 3) large decay columns in all major limbs.  Given the species (willow is considered very high risk), the potential target (frequency of neighborhood children and families), the defect present (considered serious because of the series of cavities and decay columns in the branches), the supervisor made a sound decision to remove a liability.  In this case, a drilling or increment borer sample was not taken due to the extent of observable decay.  

 

What sort of protocol can Parks and Recreation set up to avoid issues like this in the future?  Internally, Parks and Rec is developing a protocol where both the Forestry Superintendent and Natural Resources Director will be notified prior to any removal of large, highly visible trees.  This will allow for Parks and Rec to ensure all the right questions have been asked regarding: a) why the tree is being recommended for removal; b) are there viable options to removal; c) who should be notified of the planned removal (ie. adjoining property owner, neighborhood assoc. rep, Council rep. etc).  The intent is not to set the public expectation that Forestry must "ask for permission" prior to tree removal, but rather ensure the community knows why and when the tree must be removed.  Again, Parks and Rec sees this protocol only applying to very large trees which are highly visible or highly valued, such as the one on Franklin.

The tree stump will most likely be ground out the week of December 15.  Parks and Recreation will be working with Tom Lorz of Country Club Neighbors to email area residents to let them know of the stump removal.  The new tree will be planted in late March/early April 2009 and I believe it will be a golden willow.  Hopefully, we can have a neighborhood gathering for the new tree planting to celebrate old memories and begin new ones.  If you have questions or want to make sure that you receive an email about the tree, contact Tom Lorz at tomlorz@aol.com or 303-777-6075.  

Denver Strategic Parking Plan Update
 

In an effort to implement the goals of Blueprint Denver, the City’s adopted land use and transportation plan, the City and County of Denver has initiated a comprehensive review of the City’s parking system, with a special emphasis on parking regulation and management practices.  The Strategic Parking Plan will develop a framework for managing parking in Denver, recognizing the needs of drivers, pedestrians, business owners, and residents of Denver neighborhoods.  The plan will evaluate the applicability of innovative parking management strategies from other cities, recommend best practices for zoning requirements and design standards, and suggest new approaches to organizing partnerships and financing.

Purpose of the Project:  The 1967 Parking Code established many of the regulations that remain in effect today.  Now with a population of 573,000 and an employment population of 560,000, Denver’s guiding documents Comprehensive Plan (2000) and Blueprint Denver: An Integrated Land Use and Transportation Plan (2002) identified the need to update parking regulatory and management practices.  Parking regulation and management is at the forefront of Denver’s city-wide approach to strategic growth.

Goal of the Denver Strategic Parking Plan:  The City and County of Denver Strategic Parking Plan will provide a framework to manage Denver’s parking system. This comprehensive parking study will take into account the needs of drivers, pedestrians, businesses, and neighborhoods in Denver.  Public education and outreach will be essential to evaluating the parking needs of our community.
Opportunities to Participate:  Opportunities to participate will be provided throughout the development of the Strategic Parking Plan. The project team will host a series of public workshops to introduce the project, provide an overview of the process, and solicit your input on Denver’s parking issues and concerns. Information, updates and periodic surveys will be available on the project website to allow for convenient communication with the community. The project team will use the surveys to help prioritize important topics and obtain feedback.  Please get involved by telling Public Works what you think about Parking in Denver.  To learn more about the Strategic Parking Plan click here.  Use this link to take the Strategic Parking Plan Questionnaire.  To learn about dates and times for public meetings and watch recordings of past presentations please click here.  
Key Phases of the Denver Strategic Parking Plan:  

· Phase 1:  Public and Agency Outreach:  Public Workshops, focus groups and presentations are planned to gather input on the parking needs and issues of the Denver community.

· Phase 2:  Existing Parking and Policy Analysis:  Specific parking issues will be identified and analyzed in several types of districts in Denver. The project team will also review the parking policies currently implemented by Denver. This will allow them to structure a new parking policy which will optimize Denver’s parking resources.

· Phase 3: Parking Management Best Practices:  Research into parking management best practices will introduce innovative technologies, management techniques, and zoning strategies that make parking supplies more convenient and accessible for commuters, residents and business customers.
· Phase 4: Parking Partnerships and Finance Options:  The project team will research creative public and private financing opportunities.

· Phase 5:  Strategic Parking Plan Final Report: A final parking report will be submitted to the city with recommendations for implementing a comprehensive, city-wide parking policy that will support Denver’s community land use and transportation initiatives.

Upcoming Construction and Updates on Construction in District 10
 
2nd to 3rd on Cook Street – Xcel Project
This work started the week of November 17th and will continue through December 12th.  The contractor, Northern Pipeline, placed door hangers on residences to increase awareness about the incoming construction.  The street will be closed to through traffic during the day from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm.  

13th Avenue York to Colorado

Beginning in mid-October, Denver and Premier Paving began asphalt and concrete improvements on 13th Avenue from York to Colorado.  These much needed improvements were made possible because of the November 2007 bond approved by Denver voters.  The work will continue for around 7 months with work being suspended periodically because of winter weather.  If you have driven down this road in the last few years, I’m sure you noticed the large hump in the middle of the road with significant slopes down on either side to the curb.  This crown caused serious drainage and safety issues during bad weather.  As part of this project, the crown will be removed and a significant amount of curb and gutter concrete will be repaired and brought up to current standards.  If you live near this street, you have probably noticed the grated siphons that allow water from the gutter to flow into them.  However, once the water is in the siphons it sits there until it evaporates.  These siphons can be a health hazard because of standing water and this project includes significant drainage improvements to remedy this issue.  In total, 10 drop inlets will be redone and 6 siphons will be removed.  Additionally, the storm sewer along 13th from Elizabeth to Columbine and from Jackson to Harrison is being replaced with much larger pipes.  The new pipe and appropriate elevations from Jackson to Harrison will allow the pipes to be connected to the storm sewer during a project to the north of this project that is anticipated in the next few years.  By planning ahead, Wastewater will not have to cut back into the new pavement on 13th Avenue.  I have previously heard concerns from neighbors about this area and water troubles during storms; hopefully these larger pipes will make a difference.  As the work is completed, the asphalt will be replaced from curb to curb.  The project will, for the most part, be completed one half at a time (starting with the north side of 13th) which will cause some lane closures.  

Starting on Monday, December 1, 13th Avenue will be completely closed from Colorado to Garfield from 8 am - 4:30 pm.  This closure will be Monday-Friday and will reopen in the evenings after 4:30 and on the weekends.  This closure will be for approximately the next 3 weeks.  There will be detour signs posted in many locations and drivers will be able to get back on 13th Ave. after Garfield.  The contractor apologized for any inconvenience that this may cause.  

As a reminder, please obey the “No Parking 7 am – 7 pm” signs when they are posted.  If you park in these areas, this delays the work because they must call a tow company to move your vehicle to the nearest block and often this takes a few hours.  

Colfax Streetscape Project

Denver is in the process of installing new pedestrian lamp posts along both sides of Colfax Avenue between Franklin and Downing Streets.  The concrete and electrical work will take approximately four to five weeks, with the custom lamp posts to be installed when they are received.  Delivery of the lamps is anticipated in 8 – 12 weeks.  I lobbied long and hard with CBID for this project and on the placement of the lights and am so excited to see this project being completed!  

Holiday Safety Tips
 
I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.  Recently, I heard a story that reminded me of how important it is to call the police if you see unusual activity in your neighborhood.  A woman saw two young men loading electronic equipment into a car in front of a nearby house.  She called the police and gave the license number of the car.  The police were able to trace the car to an address and were waiting to arrest the young men when they arrived home from what was indeed a burglary.  Police also found quite a stash of stolen goods and were able to return items to former victims.

Below is a list of extra precautions recommended by the Denver Police Department to better assure your personal safety and an enjoyable holiday season.  

You:

· Dress Down – Dress casually and comfortably.  Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.  
· Shop Together - Shop with friends and family.  Try not to shop alone, especially at night.
· Shop in Small Doses - Make regular trips to the car.  Avoid carrying too many packages that put you off balance and make you a target.
· Act - Never go home if you think you are being followed or if you feel threatened. Go to a busy well-lit safe place.
· Don’t Play Here - Comply with a thief’s demands.  Record an accurate description for law enforcement: height, weight, eye color, hair color, scars, tattoos, clothing, and license plate.
Your Family:

· Educate Your Kids - Teach kids what to do if you get separated. Tell them to find a store clerk or security person.

· Communicate - Tell someone where you are going and how long you will be gone.  Let them know if you change your schedule.
Your Car:

· Park Smart - Park close to the store.  Avoid dark and secluded areas.
· Lock the Car - Keep doors locked and windows closed.  Remember your keys.
· Stay Alert - Remember where you park your car.  Be aware of suspicious cars and people.
· Returning to the Parking Lot - Have your car keys out when returning to your car.  Check the back seat and under the car before getting in.
· Hide Packages - Store packages in the trunk of the car.  Put your packages in the trunk before you drive to your next location not when you arrive.  Never leave them visible inside the car.

Your Money:

· Watch Your Purse - Hold your purse close to your body or use a front pocket if carrying a wallet. 
· Avoid Cash - Never flash large amounts of money. Try to use checks or credit cards instead of cash.
· Use Credit Cards Safely - Beware of identity theft and keep receipts safe. Record credit card numbers at home and guard PIN numbers.

Design and Construction Work Fair
 

The Better Denver Bond Program is organizing a "Design/Construction Work Fair" is to inform local design and construction companies about contract opportunities with the City's Better Denver Bond Program, focusing on bond projects and how to do business with the City.  
The Better Denver Bond Program will improve, preserve, renovate and create many amenities that touch our lives – including roads, libraries, parks, recreation centers, day care sites, hospitals, public safety and cultural facilities.  The improvements are being implemented over a five year period through 2012, and are funded by the $550 million dollar, voter-approved bond.  To learn more about Better Denver visit www.denvergov.org/BetterDenver.  
Come and get information on:
· Project lists and brief project descriptions
· Bond dollars for each project
· Approximate timeframe /schedule for each project
· The RFP/bidding process and bid submission tips
· City business processes and requirements, such as certifications, licenses or prevailing wage
· Where to go on the web to find out about these bond projects, and other city-funded construction project jobs, and to find out more about doing business with the City
In addition to the Better Denver Bond Program work they hope to include information on other City contract work opportunities, such as Mill Levy or CIP work.  Numerous City departments and agencies will be represented at the fair including Public Works, Parks & Recreation, Facilities Planning and Management, OED, the City Attorney's Office, Auditor/Prevailing Wage, Risk Management, Greenprint Denver and others.  During these challenging economic times, many businesses will appreciate knowing about these potential work opportunities.  
 

The Design and Construction Work Fair is Tuesday, Dec 16, 2008 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm at the Colorado Convention Center, 700 14th Street, Room 101-102.  If you have further questions please contact: Roberto Venegas, Mayor's Office at 720-865-9020, or Michele Majeune, Better Denver Program Management at 720-286-5624.
Creating a Main Street – Colfax and Clarkson

New Brick “Robinson” Building is New Home for  Argonaut Liquors 

 
Family-owned Argonaut Wine & Liquor could have erected its classic new 40,000 sq. ft. architectural beauty anywhere in Denver, but chose to stay on the same block of East Colfax where Lazer Robinson with sons Hank and Jack Robinson started the business in 1965. On December 3, Argonaut opened with its new three-dimensional bottle shaped sign being hoisted onto the corner of the structure.  Passers- by will notice the name on the street-facing placard is Robinson Building - a tribute to the quietly philanthropic family, and Hank Robinson, the big-hearted community advocate and Argonaut founder.  This building is a perfect example of Main Street Zoning on Colfax Avenue and I look forward to further development in that area. 
Argonaut is Denver’s largest volume wine and liquor store, but volume outgrew the building years ago.  The new store will feature a temperature controlled fine wine room, a tasting area, better lighting throughout the store, two times more cooler space, and 60% more display area.  The Store’s green features will include solar power, locally sourced and recycled-content structure, high efficiency HVAC units, lighting, and water fixtures, high-performance glazing, insulation and building materials, and construction recycling during and after construction.

Denver Water Seeks Citizens’ Advisory Committee Members 
 
The 10-member volunteer committee that facilitates public involvement in Denver Water policies and programs such as rates, water conservation and long-range planning has an opening for a Denver Customer Representative and for a Public Interest Group Representative. 

Denver Water’s Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) typically meets the third Thursday of each month, 5–7 p.m., in the Board Room at Denver Water, 1600 W. 12th Ave.

These are volunteer positions.  To qualify for the Denver Customer Representative, an applicant must be a resident of the City and County of Denver and must have been a resident of Colorado for at least five years.  The Public Interest Group Representative does not need to reside in Denver, but must be part of a public interest group. Both positions are for a three-year term that will begin in early 2009.

Application forms can be found at www.denverwater.org and are due Friday, Dec. 12, 2008.  For further information about the CAC and this position, contact Joe Sloan of Denver Water at (303) 628-6320 or joseph.sloan@denverwater.org. 
Recycle by Turning Your Christmas Tree into Mulch
 
Denver Recycles' annual Treecycle program will be recycling thousands of Christmas trees into mulch again this holiday season.  Treecycle helps Denver avoid using landfill space and paying disposal fees for a valuable, recyclable resource -- Christmas trees.  Last year, the Treecycle program diverted nearly 180 tons of organic matter from the city’s landfill after the winter holidays.  

For residents that use city services for garbage and recycling collection, collection is Jan. 5- 16, 2009.  Non-dumpster customers should place their tree near their regular pick-up location by 7 am on their scheduled day, at least four feet away from any containers, bags, dumpsters or other obstacles.  Dumpster customers should set their tree outside the dumpster and at least four feet away.  All decorations must be removed, including tinsel, ornaments, nails, stands and bags.  Artificial and flocked trees cannot be recycled.  If the tree has not been picked up by 3 pm on trash pick-up day during the week of Jan. 12 (or by 3 pm on Jan. 20 for dumpster customers) call 3-1-1.  

Denver Recycles grinds the Christmas trees into valuable mulch, which is made available free to Denver residents in the spring.  In 2006, Treecycle recycled more than 22,000 trees, which were reclaimed by Denver residents at last spring’s Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and Leafdrop Compost Sale.  Residents may call 720-865-6810 after March 1st for more information about the 2009 Treecycle Mulch Giveaway and Leafdrop Compost Sale. 
For more information about Treecycle and other Denver Recycles programs visit Denver Recycles or call 720-865-6810.
Help Name the Justice Center Complex Facilities
 
I want to encourage you to submit suggestions for naming the two central buildings of the City’s new Justice Center Complex – the Detention Center and Courthouse.  In May 2005, Denver voters approved the bond initiative and land acquisition for the Denver Justice Center Complex.  Construction is expected to be complete by December 2009. 

Per City ordinance, public buildings can be named only for “outstanding persons who have been influential in the cultural, political, economical or social life of the community or in recognition of an individual or corporation which has contributed substantial funding for the construction of the public buildings or major component of public buildings.”  Anyone can submit a naming suggestion if they provide at least 100 signatures supporting the suggestion and a reason why the building should be named after the suggested individual.  

The City’s Office of Human Rights and Community Relations will collect proposals through Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2008, and submit them to the Justice Center Citizen Naming Task Force assembled by the Mayor’s Office and of which I am a member. The Task Force will hold its first meeting the first week of December to review the project and select a chairperson.  The Mayor will then meet with the task force the week of Dec. 15 to finalize nominees, which will be presented to City Council the last week of December. 

To submit naming suggestions, contact Anthony Aragon at 720-913-8462 for complete instructions and a petition form. Once 100 supporting signatures have been obtained, suggestions should be submitted with an explanation of their relevance to Anthony Aragon, Director of Community Relations, Agency for Human Rights and Community Relations, 201 W. Colfax Ave., Department 1102, Denver, CO 80202. 

Clarification of Parks and Recreation Portolet Schedule
 
Denver Parks and Recreation has received several calls from citizens about the lack of portolets in parks throughout the system.  In response, they have summarized the schedule around portolets so that we can share it with constituents: 

· Year Round Portolet service – Parks and Rec has year round portolet service in all of Denver’s regional parks: City Park, Cheesman, Washington, Ruby Hill, Sloan’s, Berkeley, Civic Center, Skate Park, and Lowry Sports Complex.  Typically those units are cleaned daily Monday - Friday, and Sunday. 

· High Season (March 1 – October 31) – Parks and Rec deploys units to all the athletic permitted fields and begins to deploy at other permit/picnic sites the 1st of March.  Most of the non-Regional parks have the units cleaned Mon, Wed, and Friday.  Parks and Rec removes these units after the permit season on Nov 1.  Parks and Rec has extended the time on a few fields where the season has been extended due to tournaments, and they are removed as soon as the permit expires. 
· Non-Heated, Permanent Restrooms  - Parks and Rec targets to open these Mid-April, and close them around mid-October. The date varies a little based on temperatures.  When they are open the restrooms are cleaned every morning (seven days a week) and checked/cleaned/stocked as needed in the afternoon. 
 
Public Safety Career Fair
The City & County of Denver in coordination with the Denver Regional Council of Governments is hosting the 7th Annual Rocky Mountain Public Safety Diversity Career Day.  This event will be held Tuesday December 9, 2008 from 10 am to 2 pm in the Webb Building Atrium located at 201 West Colfax, Denver, 80202.  

The career day is free and open to the public.  Career opportunities in law enforcement, fire service, corrections, and other public safety related jobs are the focus of this event.  

Participating agencies include the following:
	Denver Police Department
	Denver Communication Center 911

	Denver Fire Department
	Arvada Police

	Denver Sheriff Department
	Laramie WY Sheriff

	Denver Public Safety Cadet Program
	Denver Career Service Authority

	Denver Regional Council of Governments 
(representing 14 metro area fire departments)
	Colorado Department of Corrections

	Englewood Police & Fire Departments
	Golden Police Department

	Federal Bureau of Prisons
	Regis University

	Colorado State Highway Patrol
	Greenwood Village Police

	Avon Police Department
	University of Phoenix – Criminal Justice

	Pueblo Police and Fire Departments
	Career Advisor – CSA

	Thornton Police
	Jefferson County Sheriff



For more information or to pre-register visit www.denvergov.jobs or call (720) 913-3390.  All employers are committed to equal opportunity employment.  

Workshop on Avoiding Pitfalls in Commercial Leases
 
So, you think you found the perfect creative space and you’re ready to sign the lease?  Don’t do it – at least not without fully understanding the fine print or consulting an advisor!  Before you sign, do you know what a triple net lease is?  Are you sure you’re getting a good deal?  Have you asked the right questions?
In preparation for the launch of the Creative Space Agent Web site, join Department of Cultural Affairs (DOCA) for a free preparatory workshop titled “Read the Fine Print: Avoiding Pitfalls and Perplexity in Commercial Leases” presented by Colorado Lawyers for the Arts (CoLA).  At this session, learn what you need to know and what resources are available to you before you sign on the dotted line. 

  
Join DOCA on Tuesday, December 9 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm at the Hooked on Colfax Coffee Shop Community Room at 3215 E. Colfax Ave.  Register by emailing Ginger White Brunetti at ginger.white@denvergov.org. 

Creative Space Agent will be a free Web portal designed to advertise space to Denver’s space-starved creative community.  When fully operational, the site will allow creative businesses, artists and arts organizations to search for and promote available performance, rehearsal, studio, business and housing space that meet their unique needs.  The site is currently under development. Stay up-to-date about the status of the project by registering at www.creativespaceagent.org. 
Citizen Emergency Response Training (CERT)
 


When a disaster hits, we can’t always depend on professional responders to be immediately available.  We would like to have the citizens of Denver trained to help within their own communities.  This 16-hour disaster preparedness and response training will include how to plan for a disaster and teach basic response skills such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.  At the completion of this training, participants are encouraged to support emergency response agencies by taking a more active role in emergency preparedness projects in our community.  This training is free and open to anyone, until the class fills at 40 participants.  

The next CERT is December 9 and 10, 2008 from 8 am – 5 pm (both days required to receive a certificate) at Denver Police District #3, 1625 South University Blvd., Community Room.    
For More Information and Registration: http://www.denvergov.org/oem; Carolyn H. Bluhm, OEM: 720-865-7600; or email, DenverCERT@denvergov.org
Morey Neighborhood Center Needs Your Feedback
 
Morey Neighborhood Center is a community education and recreation center located in Capitol Hill.  It is a gathering place for kids, adults, and seniors that provides a variety of fun, recreational, and educational activities and programs for the community.  Morey Neighborhood Center has an indoor pool, two gyms, a weight room and an indoor running track, and offers a variety of classes.  It is operated as a partnership between the City of Denver (Parks and Recreation) and Denver Public Schools and is located inside Morey Middle School.  

I have been personally committed to seeing Morey Neighborhood Center succeed since it began.  They want to improve upon their programming and times and need your comments and feedback.  I want to thank those of you that provided your feedback last month, but we need even more feedback.  Whether or not you use Morey Neighborhood Center, please click here to complete a survey that my office put together for Morey:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=D_2fdU1c4ytkf4e80sxQy_2bAg_3d_3d 

Morey Neighborhood Center - Fitness facility is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 – 7:30 pm, and includes an indoor pool, two gyms, weight room and indoor running track.  No membership required.   Adults $3 per visit, Seniors $2 per visit, Youth $1 per visit.
NEW ADDITIONS to class schedule coming in January -- Adult Swimming Lessons, Water Aerobics, Digital Photography, and Jazz/Hip Hop Dance!  Plus, Pilates, yoga, Spanish, computers, and knitting – Monday & Wednesday evenings.  Classes begin January 26.  Morey Neighborhood Center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School), phone (720) 424-0791, email moreyneighborhoodcenter@dpsk12.org, website http://mnc.dpsk12.org. 
2008 Mayor’s Design Awards Video on Channel 8
 
The Mayor’s Design Awards celebrates design in all its forms throughout our neighborhoods.  Good design results in economic, social and aesthetic benefits for our community.  The awards honor business and home owners who make design excellence a priority.  It is the combination of small-scale, unique gestures that make our city interesting, provocative and memorable. 

Thanks to Denver 8 TV, you can view a 10 minute long video overview of the 2008 Mayor’s Design Awards at the following link:

http://denver.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=778
You can also see the winning projects of DenverGov at this link:   www.DenverGov.Org/MDA
In this Season of Giving, Please Consider
 
Denver Animal Care and Control
From December 1 – December 12, Denver 3-1-1 is collecting the following items for ACC:  Laundry Detergent, Hand Sanitizer, Kitty Litter, Toys for Dogs and Cats, Long Choke Chains, Leashes, Small Dog Collars, Old, Clean Blankets and Towels, Litter Scoopers and Pooper Scoopers, Kitten Milk Replacement Powder, Puppy Milk Replacement Poweder, Canned Kitten and Puppy Food, Baby Food – Beef and Chicken Flavors, Treats for Dogs and Cats.  If you have any questions call, 3-1-1 and you can drop the items off at the 3-1-1 offices in the Webb Building Atrium at 201 W. Colfax Ave.

Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods (CHUN) recognizes what a difficult year this is for many people. Their staff will be serving a holiday meal at a local shelter and adopting two families through the Denver RescueMission.  Like last year, their offices at the TearsMcFarlane Mansion, 1290Williams street will serve as a drop-off location for donations to the Santa Claus Shop Toy Drive. www.peoplesfair.com
Track FasTracks Progress on YouTube
FasTracks is jumping online with the debut of several videos on YouTube!  See first-hand the construction and specifics of the nation's biggest transit system expansion program.

Click on the links below to take you straight to these videos:

Construction Overview
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XJWK2oDnn8
Keeping FasTracks On-Track
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvzDZ7s-FGs
Individual Project Information Videos 
	Gold Line
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygCGogQ-vK4

	West Corridor            
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkK3nfQUWKw

	Northwest Rail
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2khkmGo1O4

	North Metro    
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvdDz9UC3cU

	East
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKbqq79R7d0

	Southeast
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxB2m-ZNn20

	Southwest
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOmK3fFgz_8

	US 36 Corridor
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bzk7EjXjL4o

	Denver Union Station
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPZzwZE85Po

	I-225 Corridor 
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfoezhP4Mnc


Check back for more updates to videos as the project moves forward! Click on http://www.youtube.com/user/RTDFasTracks for a direct link to all of the videos!
Upcoming Events
· Denver International Airport Performance Series: Tuesday, November 25- Wednesday, December 31  Musicians, dancers and other entertainers will make Denver International Airport more festive during the busy Thanksgiving/Christmas travel season. For 17 days - from Tuesday, Nov. 25 through Wednesday, Dec. 31 from 8:00am until 5:30pm, DIA will host its International Performance Series, featuring more than 350 hours of regional entertainment. 
· Neighborhood Vital Signs on Saturday, December 6 Join your neighbors in building inclusive, effective and connected neighborhoods in Denver.  Join in for the Community Learning Exchange for breakfast at 8:30 am and learning exchange from 9 am – 2 pm at Manual High School at 27th Ave. and Williams St. (childcare is available).  Please respond to LaDawn at 303.996.7350 or email lsullivan@denverfoundation.org by December 4.  The Learning Exchange is free, but reservations are required.
· Cherry Creek North Yuletide Project  Find your Festive in Cherry Creek North this yuletide season in Denver’s premier outdoor shopping and dining district where guests are part of the authentic outdoor holiday experience.   Throughout December, Cherry Creek North’s 16 blocks are filled with holiday lights and décor highlighting the region’s largest collection of independently owned boutiques, home stores, restaurants and galleries.  Join in for a season of holiday hospitality in Denver’s authentic holiday neighborhood.  For further information visit http://www.cherrycreeknorth.com
· Nov. 28-Dec. 5: Buy Local Week.  A City-wide initiative with the Mile High Business Alliance to promote local shopping, dining and celebrating in the days following Thanksgiving.  For participating merchants and specials visit cherrycreeknorth.com.
· December 4, 11 & 18: Candlelight Shopping Evenings in Cherry Creek North with extended store hours (6-8 p.m.) on Thursday nights.  Strolling, dining and shopping will be enhanced by candles lining the sidewalks, sparking holiday lights in the trees and Denver’s best choruses entertaining guests as they shop for the perfect gift for friends and family.  December 4 features a family sing along on a hayride through the District.
· December 6: Parent Power Shopping Hours 12-3 p.m.  Sign your kids up for the Barbie Nutcracker Camp from 12-3 p.m. and receive a packet of holiday offers from Cherry Creek North merchants to make your shopping easier than ever.   Call Cherry Creek Dance at 303.399.8087 for more registration information.
· December 13: Cherry Creek North Street Sing with groups of choruses entertaining guests on street corners, plazas and gathering places throughout the District.
· December 20: Cherry Creek North Gingerbread Workshop.  A series of gingerbread house building sessions will be available throughout the day with special ‘sugar plum fairy’ and ‘toy soldier’ face painting.  Holiday gingerbread houses will be on display as piggy banks throughout Cherry Creek North all month to collect funds for Denver’s Road Home.  To register, please email events@cherrycreeknorth.com
· 9 News Parade of Lights on Friday, December 5 at 8 pm and Saturday, December 6 at 6 pm.  This Parade continues to reign as the signature event of the Downtown Denver holiday season.  Join the crowds to see the sparking lights, marching bands and dazzling floats.  Spectator viewing for the Parade is free all along the two-mile route.  Grandstand tickets are available in front of the City and County Building.  Click here for ticket details or to see the route.
· Denver Plein Air Arts Festival Exhibition November 14 – December 31.  This is presented by the Golden Triangle Museum District at the Denver Public Library, 10 West 14th Avenue Parkway, Level 7.  For 10 days in September over 100 Colorado artists gathered in Denver’s Golden Triangle to capture the beauty of the Mile High City.  Come view their exceptional works of art.
· New Year’s Eve Fireworks Downtown on December 31 at 9 pm and midnight.  To welcome the arrival of 2009, the free New Year’s Eve Fireworks Downtown will once again fill the skies twice during the evening. The two fireworks programs are identical, and both are launched simultaneously from dual sites along the 16th Street Mall.  For more information contact 303-534-6161, or click here. 
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  City Council will not meet on Monday, December 29.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:

· Public Hearing on C.B. 633 and 634 (combined) – Monday, December 15, 2008.  C.B. 633 changes the zoning of the area generally bounded by Cedar, Mississippi, S. Downing, and the alley west of S. Clarkson from R-2 to R-1 to maintain the single family character of the neighborhood; and changes the R-2 zoning to B-2 on a portion of a lot with zoning split between R-2 and B-2 in Council District 7.  C.B. 634 adopts an 18-month moratorium, beginning Feb. 1, 2009, on issuance of permits for construction of residential structures with more than two units, construction that would increase the number of units in any existing structure to more than two units, or construction of a multiple-unit structure on any zone lot that is not at least 6,000 square feet as of Feb. 1, 2009, in the R-2 zoned area generally bounded by the alley east of Broadway, I-25, Clarkson and Alameda to prevent land assemblage and construction of multi-unit structures so as to maintain the single-unit/duplex character of the neighborhood in Council District 7 until a more appropriate zoning district is created and this area is rezoned.  
· Public Hearing for C.B. 651 – Monday, December 22, 2008.  This language amendment amends the code to exempt new space for qualifying pedestrian uses from the calculation of gross floor area ratio in the B-5 and B-5-T districts (Downtown).
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs

Dec 4
	District 3 Police Mtg. for Neighborhood Groups- Citizen's Advisory Board
	6 – 7:30 pm
	Denver Police Department, District 3

1625 S. University Blvd.

	Fri

Dec 5
	9 News Parade of Lights
	8 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Sat

Dec 6
	Neighborhood Vital Signs Meeting
	9 am – 2 pm
	Manual High School
1700 E 28th Ave

	Sat

Dec 6
	9 News Parade of Lights
	6 pm
	Downtown Denver

	Sun

Dec 7
	Free Day at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science
	9 am – 6 pm
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science
20001 Colorado

	Mon

 Dec 8
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed

Dec 10
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 pm
	Charlie’s 
Colfax and Emerson

	Mon

Dec 15
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Dec 16
	LPC Public Hearing: Civic Center Design Guidelines
	1:15 pm
	Webb Municipal Building, 4.F.6-4.G.2

201 W. Colfax

	Tues

Dec 16
	CHUN Holiday Open House
	5 – 8 pm
	Tears-McFarlane House
1290 Williams

	Wed

Dec 17
	Cherry Creek Steering Committee
	5:30 – 7:30 pm
	TBD

	Thurs

Dec 18
	Golden Triangle Neighborhood Association Holiday Party
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Gateaux

1160 N. Speer Blvd.

	Thurs

Dec 18
	Coalition for the Homeless Homeless Person’s Memorial
	5:30 – 6:30 pm
	City and County Building Steps

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Fri

Dec 19
	Mayor’s Gala Ball
	7 – 10 pm
	Westin Tabor Center

1672 Lawrence St.

	Mon

Dec 22
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Thurs

Dec 25
	Christmas Day – City Holiday – City Offices Closed

	Tues

Jan 1
	New Year’s Day – City Holiday – City Offices Closed


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2008Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/428942/Default.aspx 
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
