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Happy Holidays from all of us at the District 10 office!  
Councilwoman Jeanne Robb, Aide Nora Kimball, Aide Kathi Anderson, Aide Caitlin Quander and volunteer Gail Duree  
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A New Proposal for the Colorado History Museum in Civic Center
This Tuesday, the Mayor and I presented a new idea for the relocation of the Colorado History Museum and a proposed Denver Cultural Center.  The three components of the new plan include:

1) Restoration of the 1909 Carnegie Library/McNichols Building and creation of an underground exhibit hall both for use by the Colorado Historical Museum,

2) Construction of a one-story glass exhibit hall on the southwest corner of the park across from the Carnegie, and

3) Renovation of the Permit Center to accommodate possible offices and storage for the History Museum, the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs, and cultural non-profits.

As previous E-talk articles have noted, at my request the Mayor’s Office agreed to co-host “A Civic Center Conversation.”  This fall, representatives of INC, CHUN, the Golden Triangle Association, the Golden Triangle Museum District, the Park People, Denver Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, Historic Denver, the Denver Public Library, the Denver AIA (architects), the Downtown Denver Partnership, and the Landmark Preservation met for five Monday mornings for information and discussion sessions.  These meetings are available for viewing online by clicking here for Denver Channel 8, on “Civic Center Conversations.”  A number of these groups or individuals expressed support for relocating the museum to the park, but added comments that they wanted addressed; others were neutral, and some opposed the proposal.

The new idea is a synthesis of much of what we heard in these conversations.  We understood the concerns about sight lines and massing.  We heard over and over again that activation includes providing better “connections” to the park.  We heard that the Museum should complement the historic legacy without overwhelming it and that any new building should be an indoor/outdoor building.  Many people share a passion for this park, but this passion has led them to different alternatives.  I know this idea won’t address every concern but we believe it addresses many.  

What’s next?  City Council will discuss the proposal at the December 12th Public Amenities meeting at 10:30 a.m.   The Colorado Historical Society is considering it and will decide whether to take it to the State Legislature when it begins its session in January.  You can read the letter the Mayor and I sent to the representatives who participated in the “Civic Center Conversation” on my website by clicking here.  It explains the genesis of this idea and I hope it enables you to share this vision.    

Council Adopts Mandatory Punishments for Graffiti Crimes

In November, Denver City Council approved C.B. 673 after working closely with the Graffiti Task Force to draft the new enforcement ordinance.  The new graffiti fines and public service structure escalates according to the number of repeat offenses.  The first offense is 10 hours of community service and a mandatory fine of $100.  The second offense is 20 hours and $200, and the third is 30 hours and $300.  If someone doesn’t have the money to pay the fine in full, the new ordinance allows them to make installments.  The bill is also structured in a way that keeps student violators in school and assigns their public service during off-school hours.  Property owners will also have a hand in wiping out the graffiti faster.  The time allowed to remove graffiti is cut sharply from 10 days to 48 hours for businesses and 72 hours for residential property.  
 
Here are some options to help keep your neighborhood graffiti free:

· Denver citizens may arrange to pick up free supplies to paint their own property, paint over city dumpsters, and remove graffiti from traffic signs.  My office is a repository for free paint.  We have a number of colors, and are more than happy to provide you with paint.  We also have graffiti wipes that work on non-porous surfaces.
· For City assistance in removing graffiti, citizens can call 3-1-1 or the Graffiti Hotline 720-865-STOP (7867) or go online to www.denvergov.org/graffiti.  

· Please help the City expedite graffiti requests by reporting exact addresses and locations of graffiti.  The process may be delayed if a location is too vague.  Example:  Address:  1000 Main St.  Location:  On the garage facing the alley.  

· Property owners must give permission for city workers to remove graffiti from their property on the forms available at www.Denvergov.org/graffiti.   

Denver is taking part in a beta test of newly developed graffiti surveillance system.  Law Enforcement Associates (LEA), the largest U.S. developer and manufacturer of undercover surveillance equipment, will provide the Denver Police Department with eight of its Graffiti Cam units free of charge, making Denver the first city nationwide to test LEA’s latest technology in graffiti abatement.  The Graffiti Cam is its newest surveillance solution that covertly and proactively notifies law enforcement of graffiti crimes in progress.  If the department is satisfied with the results at the end of the 30-day beta test, the units will be transferred to the Denver Police Department. 

When the video recording unit is activated via graffiti-related motion, it sends real-time text alerts of the event to designated mobile phones, as well as JPEG images of the event to designated e-mail addresses, enabling law enforcement to dispatch resources and catch taggers in the act.  Hopefully, the Graffiti Cams will enable law enforcement to catch taggers in the act, rather than trying to track them down after the fact.  

Mile High Business Alliance

Mile High Business Alliance (a buy local first organization) has recently published a Local Flavor Neighborhood Guide for East Colfax and other Denver neighborhoods.  This Guide is available in many shops along East Colfax.  The Denver Office of Economic Development is a supporting member of the Mile High Business Alliance and plans to coordinate with the organization to help with convening and educating small business.  I encourage you to check out the website at http://www.milehighbusinessalliance.org/. 
 
In an effort to support Office of Economic Development borrowers, Mile High Business Alliance has offered a 75% discount to 20 Office of Economic Development related Denver small businesses for the first year’s membership (first come/first served).  If you are a local, independently-owned business (or know of one that may be interested), we encourage you to consider participating in this organization.  Contact Tim Martinez of the Office of Economic Development at 720-913-1642 or tim.martinez@denvergov.org/.  
Zoning Code Update November Bulletin

Blueprint Denver, the city’s long-range land use and transportation plan, promotes the preservation and creation of urban patterns of diverse land use, multi-modal streets, and unique places.  After 2 years of gathering community feedback, identifying general and specific problems with the current code, and exploring alternative approaches, the update project has recently unveiled a new zoning approach for the City of Denver.  I would encourage you to view the November 2007 newsletter for further information on the web at http://www.DenverGov.Org/ZoningCodeUpdate. 
Here are the phases in the Zoning Code Update process: 

Phase I:  Analysis and Problem Definition:  Complete!
Public Listening Sessions, Diagnostic Report, and Problem Statements

 

Phase II:  Alternative Approaches:  Complete!
Develop alternative approaches and tools to resolve the issues priortized in the problem statements.  Refine preferred approaches based upon public input and Zoning Code Task Force and staff evaluation.

 

Phase III:  Drafting New Zoning Code Language - We are here
Develop and test new zoning standards and tools.  Integrate the proposed changes into a new draft Zoning Code.  Engage broad public input at key decision points.

 

Phase IV:  Extensive public review and Adoption of Proposed Zoning Code
The Planning Board and City Council will both provide opportunity for public input and changes to the new Zoning Code prior to adoption.
Registering Neighborhood Organizations

All existing Registered Neighborhood Organizations are required to re-register each year.  Groups that do not re-register by January 31st will be removed from the list of Registered Neighborhoods in February.  Additionally, previously unregistered groups should also register by January 31st.  Both of these registration forms are available at http://www.denvergov.org/Neighborhood_Response/Registration/tabid/391287/Default.aspx. 
I deeply appreciate and value the community participation throughout District 10.  Thank you for your active citizenship!

Get a New Tree Through Denver Digs Trees Program
The Park People’s Denver Digs Trees program will be distributing trees for planting along Denver streets on April 19, 2008.  Denver residents who have room to add a street tree near their curb need to submit a street tree request form by January 31, 2008.  There is a $20 program fee for each tree.  “Treeship” fee waivers are available for those unable to pay the program fee and for certain neighborhoods identified throughout the city.  All trees are selected for their adaptability to Denver’s dry climate.  Trees are 1-inch in caliber, and come either bareroot or balled-and-burlapped, depending on the variety.
For more information, call The Park People at 303-722-6262, or email them at info@theparkpeople.org.  You can also visit their website at www.theparkpeople.org for more information or to download an application form.  

Living Green During the Holiday Season

This holiday season, my office and Greenprint Denver challenge you to let your holiday lights shine!  Help us darken the night sky so our homes’ festive lights truly sparkle across the city.  You can participate by thinking about your use of lights indoors.  Remember to turn off lights when you leave a room; make sure your office or store lights are turned off when you leave work for the day; turn off extra lighting outdoors that might compete with your holiday display.  
To go a step further, you can purchase LED holiday lights, available at all major retail stores.  LED holiday lights can help you save significant energy costs over conventional holiday lights.  The City and County Building purchased LED rope lights for its holiday display last year; and we have seen an 86% savings!  You can also change your indoor lights to compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs).  Changing even one light bulb in your house to a CFL saves $15 a year in energy costs and reduces your carbon dioxide emissions by 150 lbs.  If every house in the United States replaced even one light bulb to a CFL, we would reduce our carbon emissions by 90 million pounds, or the equivalent of taking 800,000 cars off the road.  CFLs shine brighter than incandescent bulbs, so you can buy lower wattage bulbs and still light up your room when you need to -- and the bulbs last 10 times longer.

Crime in Denver:  A New Crime Mapping Site and a Reminder


The Denver Police Department and Denver Geographic Information Systems has jointly launched a new mapping application to keep citizens more informed about crime.  Denver residents are now able to search up-to-date crime data and generate maps and tables of crime around their homes, schools, and other locations of interest.  The system then displays a map of individual crimes, as well as a table that will show when and where each incident occurred.  The database will enable users to search by specific address, park, school, library, or neighborhood. 

 

Search statistics start in January 2005 and extend to the most recent data available – the day before the search is conducted.  Information is updated daily as new crimes are reported and investigations yield new information.  Pleaser remember that certain information is withheld, in order to avoid identifying juveniles or victims of sex crimes.  Visit the website DenverGov.org/DenverMaps/CrimeMapping          http://www.denvergov.org/denvermaps/report.asp?rpt=crmds for more information.  
As a quick reminder, with wintertime approaching, it becomes more and more tempting to start your vehicle in the morning so that it can warm up.  The Denver Police Department asked me to remind you that leaving your vehicle running while unattended (puffer) is an infraction of the law and you will be ticketed for it.  Additionally, these “puffers” result in a large portion of the auto thefts that we have in the city.

Leap Program Begins

Denver Human Services is working with the Low-income Energy Assistance Program to provide a little extra help during the winter months.  Last year nearly 115,000 low-income Coloradans got help with their heating bills.  To qualify, you must be a US Citizen or legal resident of Colorado.  Applications are available at the Denver Human Services LEAP Office or by calling 1- 866 - HEAT HELP.  You can also learn more at www.DenverGov.org/LEAP.
Common Denver Facts Not So Commonly Known

Here are some little known facts about the City of Denver and District 10:

· Right of Way
· Right of way (ROW) is the 60-80 feet of dedicated land that the city owns for pedestrian/vehicular passage and for the placement of utilities.  The ROW in front of most properties is from the curb head to the property line and usually varies from 5-30 feet.  The maintenance of the ROW from the curb to the property line is the responsibility of the property owner (this applies whether you have a sidewalk or not) pursuant to Section 49.551.1 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code.  Thus, a sidewalk in disrepair is the responsibility of the homeowner and homeowners are responsible for the maintenance of trees in the public right of way abutting their property.  

· The maintenance of the curb, gutter, and roadway is the responsibility of the City.

· It is unlawful to post signs on public property.  Thus, the public ROW including any tree lawn area between detached sidewalks and streets, roadway median strips, and parkways are included under this law.  Furthermore, bridges, alleys, utility poles and boxes, as well as street signs and sign poles are not allowed for posting.  
· Public Works Sidewalk Snow Removal Policy
· The property owner(s) of the area adjacent to the sidewalk is responsible for clearing the walks related to the property. This includes the City when the City is the adjacent property owner, i.e. public office buildings such as the Webb building and the City & County building.
· After the snow stops falling, compliance is required within 4 hours in commercial areas and 24 hours in residential areas. This time limit can be modified by the Manager of Public Works to accommodate extreme situations. 
The Colfax Marathon is May 18, 2008
The 2008 Post-News Colorado Colfax Marathon is gearing up for next year’s marathon held on Sunday May 18, 2008.  See what’s new (including the new race course!) and find out how to register a friend for free at http://www.coloradocolfaxmarathon.org/portal/.  
Denver Office of Cultural Affairs Public Art Tours

This winter, the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs introduced its Public Art Tours—free, one-hour tours of small segments of the City’s Public Art Collection.  While much of the City’s collection is out in plain view to see and experience every day, some incredible pieces are housed indoors.  
· Friday, December 14, 1:00 p.m.  Denver Performing Arts Complex (DPAC), 14th & Curtis 
Tour highlights include artwork in the Ellie Caulkins Opera House (Dale Chihuly, Herbert Bayer, Stephen Batura and John DeAndrea), the Buell Theatre (George Woodman and Vance Kirkland), atrium and exterior artwork (Fernando Botero, Victor Contreras, Jonathan Borofsky, Marcus Akinlana and John Powell) and others.  This tour will gather in the atrium near the Contreras sculpture (large abstract bronze in the center of the complex) fifteen minutes prior to start time.

To sign up, please contact Rudi Cerri at rudi.cerri@denvergov.org or 720-865-4307. 

Report on “Conversation About Historic Preservation”

Times have changed since Denver enacted the Landmark Preservation Ordinance in 1967.  Lyndon B. Johnson was President of the United States, the Beatles released “Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band” and The Boston Red Sox lost the World Series to the St. Louis Cardinals.  

More than 100 citizens, preservationists, realtors, architects and public officials gathered for a “Conversation about Historic Preservation” on Wednesday, November 28th at 5 pm in the Webb Municipal Building, 201 W. Colfax Avenue.  A 5 pm open house featuring resources about researching your property, design review, historic designations and alternative preservation options, energy conservation and demolitions was followed at 6 pm by a panel discussion at which the audience submitted questions about the future of Historic Preservation in Denver.

The Landmark Preservation Ordinance was updated in 2006 to require the review for potential historic value of all demolition permit applications for structures 30 years old or older.  Also included in the ordinance revision was the opportunity for property owners to apply for a “Certificate of Non-Historic.”  Once received, the certificate lasts for five years. 

Historic Tax Credits

Since 1991, when the Historic Preservation Tax Act went into effect, Denver has seen 567 projects submitted for tax credits.  The total project costs were $125,500,000 and the tax credit issued to date has been $5,200,000.   The credit can cover 20% of qualified rehabilitation expenses.   The credit was last authorized by the State Legislature in 1999.  It is up for re-authorization in the 2008 Legislative session.  Contacts made to state legislators now are more effective because once our representatives are in session in January, they become inundated with information.  If you do not know who to contact, you can call our office.

Landmark Preservation Commission and the Board of Adjustment

Many District 10 residents live in Denver Landmark Districts.  The Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) reviews proposed exterior changes.  Often in these older neighborhoods, an exterior addition requires review by the Board of Adjustment for Zoning Appeals because the new addition would violate the bulk plane or height restrictions in the zoning code.  A proposed ordinance would allow the LPC to review both the design of the structure and the requested zoning variance.  I’ve advocated for this change since I have been in office.  It’s a step towards eliminating red tape and should save homeowners time and money.  Blueprint Denver committee will discuss the proposal on December 12 at 1:30 p.m.  Please call our office for more information.

Learn about Historic Preservation at http://www.DenverGov.Org/Planning and http://historicdenver.org/.

Events in District 10

· Congratulations to Neighborhood Flix Cinema and Café  On their opening on Friday, November 2.  I encourage everyone to stop by and welcome them to District 10 and check out their website at http://www.neighborhoodflix.com/ 
· Grand Opening of 1st Bank  Congratulations to 1st Bank on their new location at Colfax and & Franklin.  They open officially Friday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m.
· New Colfax on the Hill website!  Check out the new Colfax on the Hill website for activities on and around Colfax at http://www.colfaxonthehill.com/. 
· Denver International Airport Performance Series:  Relax Under the Big Top  Congratulations to District 10 resident Meredith Gabow for returning Holiday entertainment to Denver International Airport for the month of December.  DIA is host to 16 days of the International Performance Series, featuring over 350 hours of some of the finest regional entertainment.  I encourage you to enjoy the Performance Series as you pick up family and friends from DIA around the Holiday Season.  
· Bromwell Elementary Homes for the Holiday Tour  Bromwell Elementary is hosting the Homes for the Holiday Tour on December 8th & 9th 2007 from 10am-4pm.  The tour theme this year is to educate, preserve and inspire our children and community.  The tour features homes that are located in the Country Club Historic District just north of Denver Country Club in Denver.  Please check the web site to get up to date information on this event at www.bromwellhometour.com
· Morey Neighborhood Center Fall Schedule  Is it getting too cold and dark outside at night for your outdoor biking, running, or hiking?  Workout at Morey Neighborhood Center!  The center is located at 14th and Emerson Streets (inside Morey Middle School).  There is an indoor pool, two gyms, weight room and indoor running track.  (Personal training available by appointment).  Open Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 – 7:30 pm.  Classes include, among others, Pilates, yoga, Español I and II, and knitting.  Classes for kids include, yoga, creative movement, hip hop/ jazz dance, and Español.  Visit http://mnc.dpsk12.org for more information.
City Council Meetings and News

City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  However, City Council will meet on Tuesday November 13, 2007 instead of Monday November 12, 2007 because of Veteran’s Day.  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  
Upcoming Events Calendar

A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar."

Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.

	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Mon
Dec 10
	CHUN Holiday Open House
	5:00- 7:00 p.m.
	Tears McFarlane,
1290 Williams St.

	Mon

Dec 10
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Mon

Dec 17
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Wed
Dec 19
	Happy on the Hill
	5:00- 7:00 p.m.
	Charlie’s
Colfax and Emerson

	Thurs
Dec 20
	Homeless Person’s Vigil
	5:30-6:00 pm
	Steps of City and County Building

	Wed
Dec 26
	City Council Weekly Meeting 
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Mon
Dec 31
	New Year’s Eve Fireworks
	9:00 p.m. and 12:00 p.m.
	Downtown Denver


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/Newsletter/tabid/383035/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.

