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District 10 Zoning Code Update Meeting Tuesday, August 25
Creating a new zoning code affecting almost every property in Denver doesn’t happen everyday!  In fact, the last full-fledged zoning code overhaul occurred in 1956.  So please attend the second Council District 10 Zoning Code Map and Code meeting on Tuesday, August 25, 2009 - 6:00-9:00pm, National Jewish, Molly Blank Conference Center, 1400 Jackson Street.   CPD is adjusting the map that over 100 citizens saw at our first District 10 Zoning Meeting on June 30.  The revised map and code will be posted online a few days prior to that meeting, so keep checking the website!   
If you haven’t been following this process very closely, here are some ways to get up to date:
· 5 citywide meetings were held throughout May to introduce the basics of the new zoning code.  You can view a video of the central Denver meeting by clicking here and selecting New Zoning Code- Public Workshop Launch dated May 15, 2009.  

· View Council Matters featuring Councilwoman Carla Madison and myself talking about the Zoning Code Update by clicking here and then selecting the May 28 video. 
· Click here to read CPD’s August issue of “In The Zone.”  
· Explore CPD’s Zoning Code Update website by visiting this link: www.newcodedenver.org.  
· View and comment on the DRAFT Zoning Code by clicking here.  
· View and comment on the DRAFT citywide and District 10 maps by clicking here.  They have a special system set up so that you can click on a certain location on the map and provide a comment, so please share your thoughts.  
· Feel free to stop by my office to see the draft code and draft map in hard copy.  My assistants are very knowledgeable about zoning.  If possible, call before coming to make sure one of us will be there.

I’ve asked every neighborhood in District 10 to designate one or more liaisons to work with my office and to provide input to the Community Planning and Development Office.  These liaisons, planning staff, and I met in early June.  My goal is to visit neighborhood association board meetings and general meetings this summer to solicit input.  

I have received questions from several constituents about how the New Zoning Code will affect historic districts and historic structures in designated Historic Districts.  Here is the answer, which can also be found on the Zoning Code Update website: 

Existing historic district or structure designations will not be changed as part of The New Code, nor will the Landmark Preservation ordinance.  The zoning code fix does not include any substantive changes to the city's landmark standards and procedures.  However, moving to a more context-sensitive zoning code will greatly benefit owners of historic structures in Denver.  Today, additions, expansions, or alterations to historic structures, even when compatible with surroundings, are often blocked by one-size-fits-all zoning standards.  Owners often find themselves in front of the Zoning Board of Appeals, seeking multiple variances to allow their compatible building designs.  This is frustrating, at the least, and often very expensive for the historic property owner.  The new zoning standards are expected to ease these burdens substantially for historic building owners.  Each new zone district will include a list of allowed building types and related standards, all of which will be reflective of the character of the particular neighborhood, saving owners time and money.
Bush Development, Corner of 1st and Steele, Public Hearing Monday, August 10th

Over the past 4 years Bush Development has assembled the 3 parcels which comprise the corner of 1st & Steele, more commonly recognized as 48, 56 and 88 Steele Street as well as 69 Adams Street.  This entire site is 37,576 square feet.  They have applied for a rezoning (C.B. 370) of the 0.86 acre parcel from PUD and B-1 to R-MU-30 for mixed use in Council District 10.  A City Council public hearing on C.B. 370 will take place at 5:30 on Monday, August 10th if you are interested in testifying.  
The R-MU-30 zone district (Residential Mixed Use) is a primarily residential district allowing higher density multiple unit dwellings with supportive commercial and retail uses.  The height limit is 140.’
Bush Development has been working with a group of individuals selected by the Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association in order to address rezoning and development concerns.  Through negotiations, this group created a Development Agreement that the developer has agreed to abide by.  To view the Development Agreement please click here.  There is also a Neighborhood Outreach Office located at 88 Steele Street which is open daily as a resource for neighborhood and community issues.  

To date, this application for rezoning by Bush Development has garnered the support of the Cherry Creek East Neighborhood Association as well as the support of the most immediate surrounding neighbors; Allied Jewish Apartments and Mountain Shadows Condominiums.  The application has been recommended for approval by Community Planning and Development and received the support of the Denver Planning Board.  The public hearing at City Council for final approval will take place August 10th.

During Tough Budget Challenges Robb and Garcia Re-elected as Council Leadership 

On Monday, July 20, 2009, apparently using Lincoln’s philosophy of not “changing horses in the middle of the stream,” the Denver City Council re-elected Councilman Rick Garcia and me to second terms as President Pro-Tem and President for 2009-2010 year.  I’m honored to serve as Council President again and take very seriously my responsibilities leading Council through the rapids of two major “streams” in the upcoming year – cutting $120 million from the General Fund Budget for 2010 and adopting a new zoning code.  

To see the result of the Mayor’s budget survey, click here.  Among other things, the Mayor’s survey reflected that 49.6% of those responding supported charging a fee for large item pickup trash service.  Of those who participated in the survey done for the Solid Waste Master Plan, 62% supported a “pay-as-you-throw” fee. 

I don’t believe in government by polls, but I do believe that we have to have a discussion about charging for trash.  Our current trash collection and recycling methods are neither environmentally or fiscally sustainable.  Denver is the only city surveyed that uses dumpsters which allow nearly ‘unlimited” trash flow and also make illegal dumping easy.  In Council District 10, many citizens, who don’t get City trash service because they live in multi-family housing, pay taxes at the same rate as those single-family dwellers who do get service.  Thus, some folks are subsidizing the service to the rest of us.  The income that Denver receives from the Denver/Arapahoe Disposal Site has decreased by nearly 50%, approximately $3 million dollars, since recycling began.  The City’s income on recycling was about $2.2 on recycling.  That’s still an $800,000 difference.   

Having this discussion does not mean I want to do this in a haphazard manner.  We need further analysis of all costs and improved service.  To view the report presented to Council’s Greenprint Council, click here and select the August 4th meeting.  

August Cheesman Park Events
We had a great “Sunday in the Park” auto-free day on Sunday, August 2nd with terrific weather.  Children who attended “One Book, One Sunday,” learned about caterpillars and saw real cocoons.  I hope that you had time to get out and enjoy the Park.  

Other August events include:  

· Denver Parks and Recreation “Movie in the Park” Jurassic Park Friday, August 7.  This is a perfect complement to Denver Botanic Gardens current exhibit, Jurassic Gardens, which explores plant and animal relationships of prehistoric times.  Guests to the Gardens can view life-sized and realistic dinosaurs, and children can play in a dinosaur dig site designed just for them.  Please bring new school supplies as donations to support the Denver Department of Human Services’ Annual School Supply Drive.  Supplies collected will be given to 3,000 homeless, foster and underprivileged youth the week before school begins.    
· Denver Municipal Band Performance with opening by Planina (Eastern European music and dance) Thursday, August 13  

· Aids Walk Colorado Saturday, August 15

Don’t miss future Cheesman Events including:
·  “First Sunday in the Park” Auto-Free Day in Cheesman Park Sunday, September 6

· “One Book, One Sunday” Children’s Literacy Event 11:30 am, Sunday, September 6.  This program is provided by a generous grant and hosted by Cheesman Park Advocacy Group, the Denver Children’s Museum and the Tattered.  Come and join educators as they explore nature through stories and a children’s activity based on the book.  The September 6th book is Feathers for Lunch and the activity involves learning about the beautiful birds in nature.  

Denver Environmental Health Public Hearings on Animal Care & Control Fees and Administrative Citations Monday, August 24th

On Friday, June 29 Denver City Council passed an ordinance that changed the current process for how citations related to animal violations and fees related to services are handled.  The ordinance enables the Denver Department of Environmental Health, through the Board of Environmental Health, to implement civil penalties through the administrative citation process for violations of laws and to set and assess reasonable fees for services provided by Animal Care and Control.  

Administrative citations (for example, an off-leash dog ticket) allow a person receiving a penalty assessment to appeal that decision and be heard by an administrative hearings officer.  They can also appeal hearings officer’s decision to the Board of Environmental Health.  Previously, violators were handled through the court process much like a traffic ticket this caused inconveniences and delays for ticketed persons, tracking problems and lack of consistency in fining.  Fees involve services provided by Animal Care and Control such as vaccination and adoption fees.    

I ensured that language requiring a public hearing establishing fees and citations amounts occurred prior to voting on this ordinance change because I wanted to ensure that citizens had a voice in the amounts that are set.

The Board of Environmental Health has set their public hearing regarding the establishment of Animal Care & Control Service Fees and Governing Administrative Citations for Violations of the Animal Code, Housing Code and Noise Ordinance for Monday, August 24 in room 4.F.6 and 4.G.2 in the Wellington Webb Municipal Building, 201 W. Colfax Ave.  Public comment on Animal Care and Control Service Fees begins at 5:30 pm and public comment on administrative citations begins at 6:30 pm.  I encourage you to attend and share your thoughts.    
Public comments will be considered by the Board of Environmental Health, and can be made in person, or via e-mail by sending comments to: beh@denvergov.org.  Please notify Environmental Health online at BEH@Denvergov.org if your intent to speak at the public hearing no later than Friday, August 21, 2009 and/or submit comments in writing to BEH@Denvergov.org by August 21, 2009.  Comments can also be mailed or hand delivered to Department of Environmental Health (DEH), Administration Office, Attention Donna Girtin, Dept. 1009, 201 W. Colfax, Denver, 80202, no later than August 21, 2009.

For more information or to view the proposed rules and regulations, visit www.denvergov/org/deh.
Denver Parks and Rec to Create Policy for Ticketed Events in Parks
Due to recent subcommittee recommendations to support allowing ticketed events in Denver’s festival parks, Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) is reconvening the Admissions Based Policy Task Force to outline parameters on size, fees and number of ticketed events allowed annually.

The Admissions Based Task Force was created after a proposal from AEG in 2007 to host a ticketed concert in City Park.  Though there is no policy, rule or regulation which expressly denies these opportunities, DPR proactively reached out to the community to gather public feedback on creating a responsible, reasonable policy to guide future direction and decisions when permitting ticketed events in the parks.  In more than 15 meetings, including subcommittee meetings, the 30 member Task Force met for 12 months in 2007 and 2008 to develop guidelines for ticketed events in the parks.  The group focused on location, fees, policy and regulation and other pertinent issues, and as well studied best practices from across the Nation. 

When new Parks and Recreation Manager Kevin Patterson joined the department in September 2008, the Task Force had not met for some time.  After taking the time to study the issue, learn the pros and cons and understand citizens’ concerns, he is again reaching out to the committee to finalize their work. 

In June 2009, the location subcommittee of the Admission Based Task Force met and recommended that ticketed events be allowed in Denver’s designated Festival Parks, which are: 

· City Park 
· Civic Center Park 

· Confluence Park 

· Creek Front Park 

· Denver Performing Art Sculpture Park 

· Skyline Park 

· Sloan’s Lake Park 

· Central Park  

The Task Force will be coming together in a final meeting next week to review final subcommittee recommendations.  DPR will draft the policy in the coming months and will work closely with the Denver Parks and Recreation Advisory Board through their public process prior to formally adopting the policy.  The Denver Parks and Recreation Advisory Board advises the manager of parks and recreation with respect to the policy and operation of the department and reviews and comments on the proposed annual budget for the department.  The board is compromised of 13 members appointed by City Council, five members appointed by the Mayor and one member appointed by Denver Public Schools. 

West Nile Virus Prevention Tips for Wet Weather

While there have been no confirmed cases of West Nile Virus in Denver this year, standing pools of water left by the unseasonably wet weather can be a breeding ground for mosquitoes and West Nile. 

For this reason, Denver’s Department of Environmental Health (DEH) provides the following West Nile prevention tips (known as the Four Ds) to help residents stay healthy this summer: 
· Drain. Standing water provides an environment for mosquitoes to lay their eggs.  By draining standing water people can reduce the amount of mosquitoes in the area and reduce their exposure to West Nile Virus.
· Dusk and Dawn. Mosquitoes that carry the virus are most active during these times of day, so limit outdoor activities or take precautions to prevent mosquito bites.
· DEET. An effective ingredient that is found in many insect repellant.  Users should follow the directions on packaging carefully, and use product with lower DEET concentrate for children.
· Dress. During times of the day when mosquitoes are active, and in areas with a high infestation, it is important to wear long sleeves and pants when possible to avoid getting bitten. Mosquito netting is also a valuable tool when protecting infants who should not be exposed to DEET. 

What is the City and County of Denver doing to help prevent the spread of West Nile Virus?

· Mosquito Surveillance Program.  Participating in a statewide program that involves collecting and testing mosquitoes throughout the state.
· Site inspections.  Conducting inspections of suspected breading grounds, and providing recommendations to reduce the mosquito population.

West Nile Virus is treatable, and is not transmitted person to person.  For more information about West Nile Virus, visit http://www.fightthebitecolorado.com/. 

Ross-Cherry Creek Branch Library Closure Delayed to September 10
Ross-Cherry Creek Branch Library at 305 Milwaukee will close on September 10th for around 4 months for repairs and renovations as part of the Better Denver Bond program passed by voters in November 2007.  The library had originally planned to close in July, but delayed closure until the Park Hill library Bond improvements are complete and the library reopened.    

A specific list of current improvements at various Denver Public library locations may be found at www.denverlibrary.org/bond or for a complete list of bond improvement projects citywide visit www.denvergov.org/bondprojects.  

Here are some questions and answers about the closure:

· Where do I go instead of visiting the Ross-Cherry Creek Branch Library

 HYPERLINK "http://denverlibrary.org/locations_hours/branches/parkhill.html"  ?
· Eugene Field Branch Library at 810 S. University Blvd. 
· Park Hill Branch Library at 4705 Montview Blvd. 
· The Central Library at 10 W. 14th Avenue Parkway 
· What can I expect when the branch reopens?
· Woodwork, case work and doors will be refinished
· Lighting will be upgraded 
· New carpeting and flooring, new furnishings and fresh paint throughout the building 
· Children’s area will be refreshed and newly furnished 
· Main service area will be redesigned to improve staff and customer interactions and
to utilize state-of-the-art RFID technology 
· Access to computers will improve with specific areas for desktop computers and
informal WiFi spaces 
· Public restrooms will be updated with new flooring, partitions, lighting, fixtures
and countertops 
· Staff work areas will be repaired and refreshed 

· I have outstanding requests going to a closed branch. What will happen if they arrive before the branch reopens?  Any outstanding requests that arrive during the Ross- Cherry Creek Branch closure will automatically be sent to the Eugene Field Branch Library. 
· Will I be able to return items to the closed branches?  No. Items must be returned to a Denver Public Library location that is currently open.  Items should not be left at a closed location under any circumstances.
· What will happen to the staff?  DPL will take advantage of the branch closures to redeploy staff to other locations, allowing the library to increase vacancy savings and not immediately hire open positions. By doing so, the Library will meet the 2009 budget reductions required by the City and County of Denver.
· If the City and County of Denver is having budget problems, where is the money coming from for the renovations?  The funds are coming from the Better Denver Bond Program that voters approved in 2007. The bonds have already been issued and are separate from the operating budget of the City and County of Denver.  As Mayor Hickenlooper announced in December, the City and County of Denver is committed to completing as many infrastructure projects as possible in the next three years that were funded by the Better Denver Bond Program as a way to stimulate the local economy and lessen the impact of the recent downturn.

District 10 Survey:  How Do You Feel About Dog Waste Stations Containing Advertisements in City Parks?

As many of you are aware, there has been a program under consideration by Denver Parks and Recreation, whereby a company called Poo Free Parks would install and maintain dog waste stations in approximately 17 high-use parks around the City - none in District 10.  These stations would be funded through sponsorships by various companies (city policy dictates that none would be associated alcohol, tobacco, firearms or adult entertainment).  Citizens have raised questions about whether city policy allows such “sponsorships” and whether the “sponsorships” really constitute advertising so the Parks Department is taking a second look at the issue.   I’ve told the Department that if the only way to pay for these stations is by advertising or sponsorships, we should find another way to address the problem of dog waste in our parks.  But I want to know what you think: 

Recently Parks sent a questionnaire to citizens who had recently responded to their dog park survey, but I want to give District 10 folks  a chance to respond - even if you didn’t respond to the initial survey.  Because one of the issues here is dogs but another one is advertising to provide park services. Here are links to a couple of articles and websites about this idea to allow you to understand the issues:

· Dog waste dispensers idea pooh-poohed
· Dog park master plan unleashing debate
· Poo Free Parks Company Website
· Sample pictures of Dog Waste Station
· "Poo Free Parks" goal of Denver entrepreneur
Please click this link to provide your feedback on how you feel about this program:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Bt2ehGGdRxK4Bzrnr74NBQ_3d_3d 

MicroChip Your Cat for Free Through September 24

Microchip Your Cat for free every Thursday from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. through September 24, 2009, at the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter or any participating shelter or veterinarian.  No appointment necessary. 
Cats must be in a box or carrier. You must live in one of the six county metro districts of Adams County, Arapahoe County, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas County and Jefferson County. 
Additional chipping locations can be found by visiting http://chipyourcat.com/locations.html 
Thousand Cankers Disease a Threat to Denver Black Walnuts
Black walnut trees in Denver are facing a very serious new threat called thousand cankers disease.  This recently recognized problem has already devastated black walnut trees in Colorado Springs and Boulder and is believed to have been active in Denver for at least three years. 
Thousand cankers disease is caused by a newly discovered fungus that is carried to trees by a tiny twig beetle.  The fungus then colonizes and kills a small area of the bark surrounding beetle galleries.  The number of beetle galleries and associated dead bark, called cankers, in a tree is enormous.  Cankers eventually fuse and girdle limbs and the trunk so that nutrients can no longer move in the tree.  Trees typically die within a couple of years after they first show symptoms of leaf yellowing and branch dieback. 

Denver Forestry is reminding citizens that early detection and prompt sanitation are keys to slowing the spread of this disease.  Denver residents with black walnut trees should call the City Forester’s Office at 720-913-0651 to schedule a free inspection of their tree.  No walnut logs with bark intact should be allowed to move further east than where the disease is currently known to prevent this disease’s spread.  As many as 30,000 adult beetles can be contained in a log as small as 6” in diameter and 18” long – an astounding 90 beetles per square inch. 

Notices have been sent out to approximately 80 homes with infected trees, but that does not necessarily mean that your tree is not infected.  For more information, please visit www.denvergov.org/forestry or www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/0812_alert.pdf.
PBS Documentaries on Living Streets Initiative
Living Streets are vibrant places where people of all ages and physical abilities feel safe and comfortable using any mode of travel (walking, biking, transit, or private auto).  While Living Streets are designed to maximize the efficiency of a corridor's person-trip capacity (compared to solely auto-trip capacity), they are also intended to integrate with the use and form of adjacent development to achieve great destinations for people—not just the movement of people.

By supporting multi-modal access, Living Streets provide a more sustainable transportation balance than just relying on private autos.  By integrating the street with the adjacent built environment, Living Streets add value to communities.  By encouraging the creation of great places with transportation options that work for everyone, Living Streets can simultaneously promote healthier living, economic development, and increased mobility instead of enhancing one of these goals at the expense of the others. 

Rocky Mountain PBS recently completed 6 one-minute interstitials on the Denver Living Streets Initiative: 

· What are Living Streets? 
· Living Streets and Bikes 
· Living Streets and Economic Development 
· Living Streets and the Environment 
· Living Streets and Public Health 
· Living Streets and Neighborhoods 
You can view these videos online by clicking here.  PBS will also be airing them intermittently all summer and into the fall.  To learn more about Living Streets visit:  http://www.denverlivingstreets.org/    
Denver Country Club and 1st Avenue Traffic Modifications and Bike Safety Improvements

This intersection has been discussed for some time because of the amount and variety of traffic (vehicle, bike, and pedestrian) that it undergoes.  Additionally, because of the bike route that runs on the sidewalk down 1st Avenue and the entrance/exit of the Denver Country Club the intersection can be confusing and feel unsafe for drivers, bikers and walkers.  

With some coordination from my office, Denver Public Works Street Maintenance, Denver Traffic Engineering and the Denver Country Club have teamed up to provide traffic modifications and bike safety improvements.

Here is a summary of many of the improvements that have occurred or will happen soon:

· Rotomill and Overlay on 1st Avenue from Downing to University. This area was selected by Public Works for improvements and made possible because of the November 2007 bond approved by Denver voters.  This work includes removal and replacement of curb and gutter in necessary locations and the removal of the top 3 inch of paving and replacement.  This project work will follow the Metro Wastewater project and Xcel work in the same area so that residents only feel an impact once.  Currently, the work is anticipated in September.  The narrow, “hard-to-landscape” median at the Lafayette Street will be upgraded to flagstone pavers.
· Narrowing lane widths on 1st Avenue from Downing to University.  You may notice that the closer you are to downtown on Speer the lane widths decrease.  This slows down cars and improves safety.  After the rotomill and overlay are complete, the lanes will be restriped to narrow very similarly.  

· Striping a new “Safety Shoulder.”  As part of the lane narrowing, this will allow for a space of around 4 feet to be created between the sidewalk and the nearest lane of traffic.  This should enhance safety for bikers and pedestrians so that cars are not going by quite so closely.    

· Countdown Pedestrian Lights.  These lights provide bikers and pedestrians with a countdown so that they know if they have time to cross the entrance of the Denver Country Club or street or if they need to wait for the next light.  

· Enlarged traffic light with LED lights.  Hopefully this light will be even more noticeable to drivers and bikers so that they obey the signal.  

· Replacing “Slow, Curve” warning sign with sign that reads “Path Users Must Obey Signal.”  Since bicyclists must obey traffic signals they are required to stop at the red light at the entrance of the Denver Country Club.  However, the “Slow, Curve” sign was misleading to some riders so it will be replaced.  

· Improved Signage at Denver Country Club for exiting drivers.  Denver Country Club will change their sign to conform with the signs that Denver is using to remind drivers that they cannot right on red at this intersection and that they need to stop before the bike path for safety purposes.

In conjunction with these improvements, Denver Police Department will continue their enforcement of this area to reinforce the need for safety at this location.  So, make sure you are paying attention and obeying traffic laws as a driver or biker! 

2009 Xcel Energy Gas Pipe Replacement coming to Cherry Creek North 

and Country Club Neighborhoods
Xcel Energy is currently undertaking a five-year, $350 million project to replace nearly 100 linear miles of natural gas pipeline in the Denver metro area that will result in continued reliable gas service for current and new customers.  Council District 10, one of the older areas of the city, has been impacted significantly by this project.  Thank you for your patience as Xcel comes through your neighborhood!  

Here are some upcoming areas that will be impacted.  Please note, all start and end dates are tentative and progress on projects may be impacted by inclement weather:
· Jackson St. between East 2nd Ave and East 4th Ave. - Work is scheduled to start 8/6/2009 to the end September 2009
· East 1st Ave. from Marion St. to Race St. - Work is scheduled for 8/10/200 to the end of September 2009 
· East 4th Ave. from Humbolt St. to Vine - Work is scheduled to start 8/10/2009 to 9/8/2009
· East 4th Ave. from Jackson St. to Columbine St. - Work is scheduled to start 8/20/2009 to the end of September 2009
· Lafayette St from East 1st Ave. to East 3rd Ave. - Work is scheduled to start 9/4/2009 to the end of September 2009
· Franklin St. from East 1st Ave. to East 3rd Ave. - Work is scheduled to start 9/4/2009 to the end of September 2009
· High St. from East 1st Ave. to East 4th Ave. - Work is scheduled to start 9/4/2009 to the end of September 2009
· East side of Josephine from 3rd Ave. to 6th Ave. – Work is scheduled to start 8/4/09 to the end of August 2009.  This will include at least one and often two lane closures.
As a reminder to businesses and residents impacted by Xcel Energy’s current work, traffic control devices and “No Parking” signs will be placed on the streets before work begins and will be removed as work progresses. Temporary repairs will be made as the new pipe is laid, but as the new pipe system is tested to ensure it is operating correctly, construction crews may need to come back to do additional work.  Permanent street and sidewalk repairs will be made after the new pipeline is operational. 

A week prior to each project, residents and businesses will receive a flyer describing the work, including a contact number for the project manager because each segment of the project may have a different manager and number. Trenching or boring may be necessary to install the new pipe.  Dirt piles from construction will be surrounded by “socks” to prevent run-off into the sewer system, and regular street-sweeping will occur.

The public can track the progress of Xcel Energy’s Denver Gas Pipe Replacement project online by clicking here.  Residents also can sign up to receive email alerts and updates and ask questions about the project by sending an email to infocolorado@xcelenergy.com.  Questions also can be answered by calling Xcel Energy’s customer care line at 1-800-895-4999.  As a reminder, because natural gas has no odor, Xcel Energy adds a harmless chemical called mercaptan that has been described as having a rotten egg or sulfur-like smell.  If you think there might be a gas leak in or near your home, immediately leave the area.  When you are a safe distance away, call Xcel Energy’s emergency gas line at 1-800-895-2999 or 911.  Never use a phone, cell phone, electrical switch, lights, garage door openers, matches or anything that may create static or a spark in an area where there might be a gas leak.

46 Traffic Signal Upgrades Coming to District 10

Forty-six traffic signals in District 10 will be upgraded with new system interconnect (fiber optic cable & radios) for the purpose of improving communication between signals.  

Older systems have a tendency to experience occasional drifting of signal timing at individual intersections.  Hence, a system may be properly coordinated with traffic flow, but will lose its effectiveness if drift occurs.  The system upgrade will greatly reduce the possibility of lost signal coordination because of drifting.  
This project is funded by Federal Congestion, Mitigation and Air Quality funding which is allocated for the purpose of improving air quality.  Since this project allows Denver to improve signal coordination and keep it coordinated, vehicle emissions will be reduced and motorists will use less fuel.  Hence, we really are improving air quality!  
 

Construction should begin late this summer.  Although construction will eventually occur at 46 intersections, the good news is that, typically, construction will occur at no more than 2 or 3 intersections simultaneously. 
The impacted streets which will receive upgrades are:
· Grant, Logan, Washington, Clarkson, Corona, and Downing between 6th and 12th Avenues
· Mid-block intersection light on 6th Avenue between Franklin and Gilpin 
· Mid-block intersection light on 8th between Williams and High
· York and Josephine between 6th and 12th Avenues
· Intersection at Columbine and 6th Ave.
· Intersection at Garfield and 1st Ave. 
I am delighted that over 46 lights in District 10 are going to be working together in a more advanced way.  Even a few seconds can make a big difference in a commute! 
Stop Sign Clearance Pruning

It’s the time of year for stop sign clearance pruning.  This year’s cool spring and ample rains have produced a vigorous flush of new growth and the view of many stop signs is now obstructed.

Denver Forestry wants to remind you that such pruning is the property owner’s responsibility.  Look out for your neighbors and prune tree growth to make stop signs visible and our streets safer.  For tree care advice or for help finding a licensed tree contractor, please call 3-1-1 and ask for forestry or visit www.denvergov.org/forestry. 
Fraud Alert:  Be Smart When Using Craigslist

A recent article in the Denver Post highlighted a scam involving the popular online classified internet site Craigslist.  The scam involves both property owners as well as those in the market to rent property.  Scam artists run false ads for rental property – property they don’t own – which may or may not actually be for rent or sale.  The owner of the home is unaware that their property has been listed as a rental property on Craigslist until a stranger shows up at their house expecting to move in or in some cases has already moved in to a vacant property with the assumption they have a legitimate arrangement with the owner. Unfortunately, at a minimum, these renters have paid scam artists a deposit, a month’s rent and moving expenses.  

Recognizing that most transactions on Craigslist are legitimate, it is still important to always take precautions:

· Deal locally with people you meet in person

· Do not do business with someone who refuses to meet you in person

· Never wire funds to a stranger

· Never give out financial information to a stranger

· Never cash a check that exceeds the amount owed to you and then return the excess money to the person who sent you the check

Unfortunately, there is little that law enforcement can do to recover loses incurred in long distance deals such as these that are made via the internet.  However, if personal contact was made with the scam artist or if personal contact information is known, Denver residents can contact the Denver District Attorney’s Economic Crimes fraud line at 720-913-9179 and they will determine the viability of each situation on a case by case basis. To report internet fraud contact the Internet Fraud Complaint Center – http://www.ic3.gov. 

Office of Independent Monitor Offers Free Mediation

The Office of the Independent Monitor (OIM) is a city agency that provides objective civilian oversight of the Denver Police Department and Denver Sheriff Department.  For the past three years, the OIM, in concert with the Denver Police Department and Community Mediation Concepts, has managed a successful community-police mediation program as a way of resolving police complaints that alleviates misunderstandings, fear, mistrust, trauma, anger, and resentment. 

Mediation involves bringing both parties face-to-face in a safe, neutral and confidential setting to discuss the specifics of the complaint. The meeting is free to community members and facilitated by professional mediators who help the parties communicate constructively. 

Overwhelmingly, mediation has improved the relationship between complainants and officers.  After completing more than 160 mediations, OIM has found that mediation is far more likely to lead to satisfaction among complainants and officers than the traditional complaint-handling process.  It also is more likely to result in a substantial decline in future complaints against an officer (as most officers learn from the citizen’s perspective and make different decisions as a result), and is more likely to result in a faster resolution when compared to formal investigations. 
For more information, please contact Community Relations Ombudsman AJ Clemmons at ajenai.clemmons@denvergov.org or 720-913-3307. 
Dog-a-pool-ooza:  Beat the Heat by Paddling with Your Pooch

Help your pooch escape the dog days of summer by taking them for a swim at Berkeley Park or Cook Park Pools Sunday, Aug. 16, 2009 at the City & County of Denver’s annual DogaPOOLooza event.

Sponsored by Denver Parks & Recreation, Denver Environmental Health Animal Care & Control, DogaPOOLooza takes place the day after pools close for the summer to human swimmers.  The event this year will be held at two locations:

· Berkeley Park, 5031 W. 46th Ave (46th and Sheridan) 
· Cook Park, 7100 Cherry Creek South Drive. 
Two swimming sessions will be held—9 am - 10:30 am and 11 am - 12:30 pm. Pool capacity is approximately 100 dogs and admission is first come, first serve.  Dogs must be vaccinated and licensed to participate in dogaPOOLooza. 

The cost is $5 per dog, each session.  Donations will also be accepted for the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter and Denver Kids Prime Time. 

Denver Parks & Recreation planning staff will be on-hand to answer questions and solicit input on the Dog Park Master Plan and Policy Recommendation process currently underway.  Denver Animal Care & Control staff will also be at the Berkeley location with animals available for adoption.  
For more information, call 720.865.0660 or visit www.denvergov.org/parks. 
Upcoming Events
· Local Flavor Festival at the Lowenstein CulturePlex Saturday, August 8 from 11 am – 4 pm.  Join the Mile High Business Alliance, MyColfax.org, and the businesses of the Lowenstein CulturePlex, including the Tattered Cover Book Store and Twist & Shout to celebrate local flavor, showcasing unique independent businesses, food, music, art, and more.  Various community activities are offered such as creating your own spritzer with MoonDance Botanicals, painting your own pottery with Ceramics in the City or purchasing locally made artwork and jewelry.  More information about the festival can be found at http://www.milehighbusinessalliance.org/localflavorfest.
· Free Civic Center Community Concert: Gary Sinise and The Lieutenant Dan Band and Opie Gone Bad, Saturday, August 8 from 5 – 7:30 pm The Civic Center Conservancy and Civic Center Sounds are hosting a free concert in Civic Center.  The concert will happen rain or shine and picnics are welcome.  Food and drink will also be sold on-site.  Parking is available at the cultural center garage (12th and Broadway).  For more info on the bands, please visit http://www.ltdanband.com/ and http://www.opiegonebad.com/.  To see a flyer visit, http://www.civiccenterconservancy.org/concert_poster.html.  
· Dog Wash Fundraiser and Pet Adoption Drive Sunday, August 9 from 10 am – 1 pm at Capitol Hill Whole Foods at 900 E. 11th Ave.  Are you ready for a new furry friend?  Join Whole Foods and Denver Animal Care and Control to help place animals in loving homes.  Whole Foods has put together some goodie bags for folks who take pets home.  You can also meet with alternative animal health care providers such as an animal communicator and an animal chiropractor.  Bring your furry friend in for a dog wash with proceeds benefitting the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter.
· “Civic Center Eats” Farmer’s Market Tuesday, August 11, Tuesday, August 18, Tuesday, August 25, Tuesday, September 1, 11 am – 2 pm.  Named best new farmers market of 2006 by Westword, the Civic Center Café & Outdoor Market is open every Tuesday from 11 am to 2 pm – complete with bistro seating, tasty lunch options, live music, and locally grown produce and goods.  The market will run until September 29 (excluding September 8).
· Colfax Business Improvement District Small Business Energy Improvements Workshop on Cost and Tax Savings, Tuesday, August 18 from 7:30 – 9:00 am at the Colfax Ramada Inn, 1150 East Colfax.  Join 3 representatives from Energy Star and Michael Noyes of Clifton Gunderson presenting on tax benefits for a “hands on” workshop.  Bring copies of the last 12 months of your electric, gas and water bills and you will get started with a program where you can save energy and money and save on your taxes.  Space is limited, so make reservations now by calling 303-832-2806 or by emailing Stephanie@colfaxave.com.  
· ERACE for Homelessness in City Park Saturday, August 29.  Join in for a 10k run, 5k run, or a 2k fun walk to raise money for Senior Support Services, a nonprofit day shelter and soup kitchen for hungry and homeless seniors that provides three meals a day and helps clients get jobs, government benefits, health insurance and find affordable housing.  Registration begins at 8 am and races begin at 9 am.  The 10k and 5k are timed, USATF-certified races and Bolder Boulder qualifiers.  To register (or just make a donation), please visit www.eracehomelessness.org.  If you have any questions or would like to be a sponsor, call or email Molly Ream (303-832-1622, Ext 202; mollyream@gmail.com).
· Bayaud Enterprises 40th Anniversary Open House and Diabetes Awareness and Prevention Resource Fair August 31st, 11 am – 2 pm at 333 West Bayaud Ave.  Come learn about Bayaud’s services and take a tour of their facilities.  The resource fair is part their Community Resource Navigator program with the goal to provide free helpful resources for both clients and funders alike.  The entire event is free and open to the public.Visit www.bayaudenterprises.org for more information.
· Taste of Colorado September 4-7 in Civic Center Park.  Join in this end-of-summer celebration of community pride and spirit in the Denver region.  Over 500,000 people make the four-day Festival their Labor Day Weekend celebration and enjoy the offerings of over 50 area food establishments, 250 marketplace artisans and vendors, six entertainment stages, and educational programs promoting the diverse cultural and western heritage of the region — all for no admission fee.  To learn more visit www.atasteofcolorado.com
City Council Meetings and News
City Council meets every Monday at 5:30 at the City and County building (14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451).  Sign up for the speaker’s list starts at 5:30pm.  The hearings take place after first reading and the exact time depends on where the bill is listed on the agenda.  Here are some public hearings that may be of interest to constituents in District 10:
· Public Hearing on C.B. 370– Monday, August 10.  C.B. 370 changes the zoning of the 0.86 acre parcel at 48-88 Steele from PUD and B-1 to R-MU-30 for mixed use in Council District 10. 
· Public Hearing on App. 2008I-00038– Monday, August 17.  App. 2008I-00038 changes the zoning of certain parcels in the 1300 blocks of York and Josephine from R-3 to R-2 to conform zoning to the existing conditions in this part of Council District 10.   
Upcoming Events Calendar
A "Community Meeting Calendar" has been added to the "Residents" page on www.denvergov.org.  Click here to go directly to the calendar.  Meetings sponsored by Denver's Community Planning and Development can be found all in one place on the "Community Meeting Calendar." 
Check out the City of Denver’s event calendar www.denver365.com.  To share your event with others add it to the left hand side of the homepage and be sure to indicate from the pull down menu which part of the city your event is in.
	DAY
	EVENT
	TIME
	PLACE

	Thurs
Aug 6
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 – 7:30 pm
	District 3 Police Station
1625 University Blvd.

	Fri

Aug 7
	Movie in Cheesman Park “Jurassic Park”
	Dusk
	Cheesman Park

	Fri

Aug 7
	Films on Fillmore “Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure”
	Dusk
	Fillmore Plaza

2nd and Fillmore

	Sat

Aug 8
	Local Flavor Festival
	11 am – 4 pm
	Lowenstien CulturePlex

Columbine and Colfax

	Sat

Aug 9
	Free Concert: Gary Sinise and the Lieutenant Dan Band and Opie Gone Bad
	5 – 7:30 pm
	Civic Center, Greek Theatre

	Sun
Aug 9
	Dog Wash Fundraiser and Pet Adoption Drive
	10 am – 1 pm
	Capitol Hill Whole Foods at 900 E. 11th Ave.  

	Mon

Aug 10
	City Council Weekly Meeting
Public Hearing on Bush Development at 1st and Steele
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County Building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Aug 11
	Colfax Business Improvement District Board Meeting
	10- 11 am
	Alta Court Conference Room

1490 Lafayette #108

	Tues

Aug 11
	Country Club Historic Neighborhood Meeting:  Councilwoman Robb speaking on Zoning Code Update
	5:30 – 7 pm
	Guaranty Bank 
3301 E. 1st

	Wed

Aug 12
	Free Admission at Denver Museum of 

Nature and Science
	Denver Museum of Nature and Science

2001 S. Colorado Blvd.

	Wed

Aug 12
	Admission Based Special Events Task Force Meeting
	3 – 5 pm
	La Alma Rec Center
1325 W. 11th Ave

	Wed

Aug 12
	Happy on the Hill
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Wed
Aug 12
	Alamo Placita Neighborhood Board Meeting:  Councilwoman Robb speaking on Zoning Code UPdate
	7 – 8:30 pm
	420 Downing

	Thurs

Aug 13
	Denver Municipal Band Performance
	6:30 – 8:30 pm
	Cheesman Park

	Thurs

Aug 13
	Cherry Creek North Neighborhood Board Meeting:  Councilwoman Robb speaking on Zoning Code Update
	7 – 9 pm
	TBD

	Sat

Aug 15
	Aids Walk
	 6 am – 4 pm
	Cheesman Park

	Mon

Aug 17
	City Council Weekly Meeting
Public Hearing for 1300 Blocks of York and Josephine Rezoning
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Aug 18
	Colfax Business Improvement District Small Business Energy Improvements Workshop on Cost and Tax Savings
	7:30 – 9 am
	Ramada Inn

1150 E. Colfax

	Wed

Aug 19
	First Day of School for Denver Public Schools 2009 - 2010

	Wed

Aug 19
	Colorado History Museum Groundbreaking with Governor Ritter
	10 -11 am
	12th between Broadway and Lincoln

	Wed
Aug 19
	7th Avenue Neighborhood Annual Meeting:  Councilwoman Robb speaking on Zoning Code Update
	7 – 8:30 pm
	Good Shepherd Church

2626 E 7th Avenue Pkwy

	Thurs

Aug 20
	Free Admission at Denver Botanic Gardens
	Denver Botanic Gardens

1005 York St.

	Thurs

Aug 20
	Golden Triangle Third Thursday
	5 – 7 pm
	Museum Residences Rooftop Pot Luck

	Thurs

Aug 20
	Cherry Creek East Annual Social
	7 – 9 pm
	Chopper’s

80 S Madison St

	Sat

Aug 22
	Park People 40th Birthday Party
	6 – 8 pm
	Platt Park

1501 S. Logan

	Mon
Aug 24
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues
Aug 25
	District 10 Zoning Code Update Code and Map Public Meeting
	6 – 9 pm
	National Jewish, Molly Blank Conference Room

1400 Jackson

	Wed

Aug 26
	Colfax on the Hill Monthly Board Meeting
	3:30 – 4:30 pm
	L2 Arts & Culture Center (formerly Colfax Events Center), 1477 Columbine

	Wed

Aug 26
	Bellvue Hale Board Meeting:  Councilwoman Robb speaking on Zoning Code Update
	7 – 8:30 pm
	TBD

	Sun

Aug 30
	Alamo Placita Cottonwood Festival and BBQ
	1 – 4 pm
	Alamo Placita Park

	Mon

Aug 31
	City Council Weekly Meeting
	5:30 pm
	City Council Chambers

City and County building 

14th and Bannock St., 4th Floor, Room 451

	Tues

Sept 1
	First Tuesday on the Fax
	5:30 – 7 pm
	TBD

	Thurs

Sept 3
	District 3 Police Meeting for Neighborhood Groups
	6 – 7:30 pm
	District 3 Police Station

1625 University Blvd.

	Sat

Sept 5
	Free Admission at the Denver Art Museum
	Denver Art Museum

100 W 14th Avenue Pkwy

	Fri, Sept 4 – Mon, Sept 7
	Taste of Colorado
	Civic Center

	Sun

Sept 6
	“First Sunday in the Park” Cheesman Park Auto-Free Day
	5 am – 6 pm
	Cheesman Park

	Sun

Sept 6
	“One Book, One Sunday” Children’s Storyhour and Activity
	11:30 pm
	Cheesman Park

Cheesman Pavilion


This electronic newsletter was prepared by Councilwoman Robb and her staff in her office on city computers.  Therefore, it was paid for by taxpayer dollars.

* E-Talk in 10 is posted on our website at the following link:  

http://www.denvergov.org/CouncilDistrict10/NewslettereTalkin10/2009Newslettersetalkin10/tabid/433180/Default.aspx
* If you would like to UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter, please respond to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line
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